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Fr. Daniel Jai Joseph 1. (02)
Fr. Sebastin Titus A.P (04)
Fr David Dharmaraj I. (04)
Fr. Siluvai Michaelraj B (05)

* e _'
’ Congratulations to the
Silver Jubilarians:
‘\ Rev. Fr Joachim |. and
Rev. Fr. John Selvaraj M.

on their Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee.

Fr. Adaikala Raja A.T (05)
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Fr Thiruthuvaraj (08)
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Fr. Samuvel A. (11)
Fr. Irudhayaraj A. (14)
Fr. Jeevaraj L. (18)
Fr. Dhivyanandam M. (27)
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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

The Leaders of Israel were called
shepherds in the Old Testament (cfr. Ezek.34). In
the New Testament Jesus calls himself as the
Good Shepherd (John 10:11). In the gospel of Mar
Jesus refers to his listeners as “Sheep without a =
Shepherd” (cfr. MK: 6:34).

Jesus portrays himself not only as a
shepherd but also as the gate. Hence he says “I e
am the gate, whoever enters by me will be saved
and will come in and go out and find pasture (Jn 10:9). By calling himself
as the gate he points to us that he is the only source of salvation and we
are invited to find our way to him so that we may be on the safe path and
find fullness of life. Because he came that we may have life and have it
in its fullness (cfr. John 10:10). This is confirmed by the saying of Jesus
where he says “l am the way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). This
saying reminds us that Jesus is not just a guide to salvation, but he is
the source of life and truth (cfr. Is 10:10, 28 / 11:25-26).

We, many atime, are afraid to choose life in abundance, either
because we opt for momentary gains, pleasures and comforts rather
than for the higher things or because our topmost priority goes for earthly
and perishable things than for the things of perennial value, If Jesus is
the good shepherd and the gate, we must strengthen our faith in Jesus
and continue to live our life in the way he wants of us. The more we seek
the life in abundance which Jesus alone gives then we in turn become
signs of salvation for others.

If we accept Jesus as our shepherd and the only source of
salvation, then we must follow him and live like Him and be open to the
inspiration of the spirit so that we may be transformed by him as the true
heralds of the gospel.

Your loving Archbishop,
T e

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai

Archbishop’s Engagements

01 Thu E Massofthe Lord’s Supper, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Madurai

02 Fri E Good Friday Service, St. Joseph’s Church,
Gnanaolivupuram

03 Sat E Easter Vigil, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Madurai

05 Mon M Month's Mind Mass, Kavirayapuram

07 Wed E Sacerdotal Ordination, Ofm Cap. Thirumangalam

08 Thu E Releasingofthe Book, Ghanolivupuram

11 Sun M Mass and Blessing of the Flag Pole, Periyakulam

12 Mon E Golden Jubilee Mass, Sivagangai

13 Tue M Archdiocesan Consult Meet, Archbishop’s House

14  Wed Legal Cell, Chennai

16 Fri M Archdiocesan Commission Secretaries Meeting,

Archbishop’s House
17-21 Apostolic Administrator’s Visit to Kuzhithurai Diocese
18 Sun E Sacerdotal Ordination, Kuzhithurai Diocese
22  Thu M Nuptial Blessing, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Dindigul
23 Fri M Memorial Mass, Palanganatham
24  Sat E Blessing of the Church, Vetrilaiyurani- Meenampatti
25 Sun M Jubilee Mass, St. Theresa’s Convent, Madurai
26  Mon M Inauguration Ceremony, Sathangudi, Thirumangalam
27 Tue M Educational Council Meeting, Archbishop’s House
28 Wed E Silver Jubilee Mass, Madhakottai
29 Thu E Jubilee Mass and Flag Hoisting, St. Joseph’s Cathedral,

Chingleput

30 Fri E FeastMass, Ghanaolivupuram

*  Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop's Secretary at

+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com. y
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(/ngg'g General Prayer Intention )
Universal intention - Fundamental rights

We pray for those who risk their liveswhilefighting for fundamental
rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and evenin democra-
ciesincriss.
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Gugnuricir SN OBUESIHSS)
MBbYHD :  aurhFuyn Aersgeldr MHsTISHe UTGULG, Feyudmanuied
SDuIIr®, GSOHEH SLHHD QFUTIIIILTT.
CauanGHev:  FUIHHD ADHHGICUTBHBTS. « .
anmbse :  gopsaidr vHpadld Gopamard Grar Weraimear.

dwrwrRrdwaka ke rArkrdrdrh e e e wa ke e e e adr ek aw e v ka e e radre e hw e

HAPPY FEAST

The Archbishop & The Archdiocesan Priests wish the
De La Salle Brothers (FSC) on 7™ April, a blessed Feast Day.

[ Please Note)

1. Happy Easter: DNL conveys its
joyousEadter Greetingstodl itsreaders.

May the Risen Christ fill our mindsand Bis
hearts and transform us into af
witnessing people. ‘“We are Easter [L[¢
people; Alleluiah is our hymn’ — Pope
St. John Paul 11.

Diaconate Ordination: The Archdiocese
Dicae congratulates Rev. Dn. Amalraj A., Rev. Dn.
BrittoL.andRev. Dn. Devar g F., whowill be
| ordained asDeaconsat 5.30 pm,on 17" April 2021
| atSt. Paul’s Seminary and thus will be incardinated
|| into the Archdiocese of MADURAI. The
Archbishop and the Presbyterium of the
archdiocesejoyoudy wel comethe newly ordained

s

\ ’ Deaconsto do ministry together inthe Vi neyardl/)
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of Madurai. God blessour newly ordained Deacons. Their bi odat;
isfurnished.

Appointment of Nuncio: Holy Father has

appointed HisGracelL eopoldo Giréelli as

the New Nuncio to India on 13th March ﬂ
2021. Archbishop Girelli wasbornonMarch @}

13, 1953, in Predore, Bergamom in the '
Lombardy region of northern Italy. Hewas LW
ordained apriest on June 17, 1978, for the / 41_

Diocese of Bergamo. He holdsadoctorate = o

in theology and a master’s degree in canon

law. Among other offices, on Sept. 13, 2017, he was appointed
Nuncioto lsrael and apostolic delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine
and later he was appointed nuncio to Cyprus. Now Nuncio to
Indiaand Nepa. TheArchbishop and the presbyterium of Madurai
cordially welcomethe new Representative of the Holy Father to
India.

Recollection for April will bevicariatelevel.

Kindly remit at once Maundy Thursday Collection (Hunger
and poverty eradication collection) and Good Friday
Collection (Maintenance of the sacred places in Holy Land)
at Procurator’s office.

Cons dering the pandemic stuation VBS Seminar sand Coaching
classesat NPC thisyear iscancelled. The materialsfor VBSwill
be sent to each parish priest and let each Parish Priest plan and
conduct the VBS classes according to the convenience of the
teachersand the children. Vide: Secretary’scommunication.

TN Assembly Election: Itisvery important that we as citizens
of India and community of Tamilnadu Church
identify and elect politicianswho uphold secul ar
values and protect the constitution of INDIA and
whowill really work for theliberation of the poor,
women and the voicelesspeopleof India. Itisour
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\
duty to motivate and lead our peopleinto making theright and ] ust\

decision in electing the candidates from “wogamumns (BTG,
Fal L ewfl”.

Admission at our Orphanages. TheParish Priestsarerequested
tokindly identify the poor and orphan boysand girlsto get admission
at our Orphanages for boys and girls. The lists of the Homes/
Orphanagesfor boysand girlsare provided below. His Graceis
alwaysready to help the poor children to get educated at all our
educationd inditutions.

Congratulations: i) DNLcongratulatesRev. Fr. Antony Dur ai
Raj sdc for the renovation of St. Paul the Hermit Kurusadi at
Pdllangi Kombai, Udaikaparai of Lourdupuram parish, whichwas
blessed by Fr. Edwin SahayaRaja, theVicar Forane of Kodaikana
on 16" February 2021.

DNL congratulates Rev. Fr. Antonysamy A., who, having
completed hisstudiesinfirst class, obtained thedegreeof Bachelor
of Lawsat The Tamilnadu Dr. Ambedkar University, Chennai.

Condolences: DNL expresses its deep condolences over the
demiseof Rev. Fr. G. Lourduraj, aged eighty nine, on 13 March,
2021, Saturday. Fr. Lourdurg) had beenill dueto old agefor the
past six months and got admitted
on and off at Leucahospital. With
afall at thebathroom at wee hours
on 13" morning he started his
heavenly journey. Asthe next day
was Sunday, a hectic day for the
Presbyterium, the funeral was
arranged the same day at 3.30 pm |
and thefuneral masswasofficiated
by Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy and Very Rev. Fr. Packianathan
A.,theAdministrator of Sivagangai with thelarge participation of
the clergy, of the Presbyterium and of Sivaganagai diocese and
thefaithful of theArchdiocese. DNL conveysitsdeep condolences

10.

A\
of Fr. Lourdurgj rest in peace. Fathersare reminded to cel ebraIe,\
asper our custom, three massesfor the repose of the soul of our
Priest, Fr. Lourdurg.

Condolences: DNL expressesits deep condolencesto Fr. Peter
Sahaya Raj 1., for the demise of his beloved Mother, Mrs.
Jeyamary, aged eighty one, on 16 March
2021, Tuesday. The funeral Mass was
officiated by His Grace Most Rev. Antony
Pappusamy at 3.00 pm., at St. Mary
Magdalene Shrine, Kottapalayam of
Kumbakonam diocese with alarge number
of Presbyterium and the Salesian clergy. DNL =
conveysitsdeep condolencesto Fr. Peter Sahaya Raj, Fr. Louis
sdb and the family members. May the soul of Mrs. Jeyamary rest
in peace.

and prayersto thefamily membersof Fr. Lourdurg. May thesoul

.
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@ gHeflsg urell amausTain, Guaid 12— Gy
QurgIECsin| G LTHSSHN KoL GUM 2 FTOTSTOID @IS I, 6Tle HET 6T
VBS uiinfl gamd weopuran’ L garefléd moL@Quorsg. @ ldain
utifer Guhonsg gnu VBS - pLssusnhe Csmenumer
glener&&melser — o Afluir meGw@, wremeaur LnE @), ysist
UL BIS6T 9 SILene ShisEhe @ eINRISUILGILD. LhiE I|(h6TLessHILITeTT &6
shgaflsr LhiE GUaSE gou pbaibhss CasreaL allhpammpuiGer,
emuilml evpssLaNGT @)& glememrs & mellgamer LILGTLOSS), ShiserT &
UnIG wems&ail wrsmrarssT allafelu gfletlun oy asmr GlFiws
CalH&6&msTHGmei.

(Gﬂ@@@g} eflafleflurt uerenl LuQmHa gpsmid (VBS) ]

wHINDGTL UhGSsHmsWeT, GarGrmearm QumEegTmHm
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“UenpwaliT  &meob™
Fsoprmasuial 2021-gadsT60 FPLLY BEWFH

BHLEOTEL LWL SSLILIL L @Ifley o ulJse oJmhiser. b LOJHIS6I
@G 6ot uThsCenm(h  HEIGMET BMEWHH HOFH  EEN60HEMENT
o2 HTHH, BHHUdTeLHFH SHbmp LUsIlsss Carersamper. &g
BuBmaswTasCal ML @Gy eI HahdBa. LenL Liler
Farondul, sLalemer o (Haleid FTuIeled LienL S L LD6NSHT ST
BTIPD BSHHaISHBTeVHHE0 BLD LIDIEHmeNT 2 _amiThdl, SeUBedB 2 HJHdI
yalitilsgs Oasmeten oemwliy alGULCs “Uenpwd] STeob” eraip 40
Bl GenL  [BTL&LD.

Bhs BILEHMSH DbHSH PWIBH B FHHMD HMEVHOBTLTLISLD
SWMlHal B OMBOTOL L HHe0 HeubSTeoD (Wpeudid eeuGeumi
Geueeflyd, epruimid SEGsBPlwg. FLWHOMTT, SH(HHSBY,
alp@Eps), WHBHed uUTememwd, @hrargeaflauybd, uTsI WY,
Csewiusgny, Heusrd, uzmmy, wflweremer GuITEWID, HSHSHOLLIY,
GFLIOTEMEY  SieiTeNeT SLEOWID, LOBMID (WPHBSBHMTer Ll Gumes
UBIGHE6eNe0 Bbs HHDFS HeL GLBBE. FHHINE HMeVEhJHmern auBGaiBml
FHUBBTL FAPBLIL| BHHDFS aIPHIE SEILSHUD gBUTHD CQFUISH DTSB!
LURI&HSHSHOSWLTHEHSHGID 61ld HABLILmer Heotndl&er.

BBwaallar o ullitiy’d OQu@mallpr TIPS HISHaT.
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geipaleilu  shHaswysBer!
FEME SmomLWSIHBHas @Cwaseler o ulljly Oumalpr
b6V GUIT LD & S5 B 61T .

39 e &Tev euFeLTBEl OLIHENGISTERIL. B FHmienasullest
350ug GarenLamen dmeoliuiBd (Wamb-2021 Seleuresi(® eliysd 21-1b
BxpHuledmbHa G 1510 Bxhd) eI FHBIME HMELMLIDL GUETTSHSE 60
HeOL GLIHS BB

BamemL  BHTEVSHH M LILIGDIGTENSHTHS!, HEmeudHerTen auduITD
Bemb o eiTenmisefle Hpenosenen aenTHoHBHS 2 Hajld QbdH Fmliy
AUGLILSET60  DLTOULPGTETEITH6T HeUbHI OBTETEHTHD  2mSHHLILBSHD
sEsmeT GBuTh Cal s OsTaTaCmear. LmI@ &Leoulm &He6rfled
Bmssamal G CrréssHBars LWIBHAOUB aumGammaesd Fmpliy
FINS  UPMISLILIBLD.

Gueuid UiLWIBd Fibwpsorer Ogpefleurer alendsd, &L L ewid
SILEFL  HBEIVH6T LUBIGHHIHHMSWTHEhHEH DI meudbSLILIBLD.

Lzl
sBlevglealled SIRTLL 68T
SpLuenf. wilw WECHMN, SHLU. &Iy OCFedeuet
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ISl 2 s Gusrsar learalpm

i = | pai e m————

OGN o _WTDemBLOTaL L GLUeTdsT Lenldb@Gly Sidon 2 0%
Quemiasem FHemalprallener, 13.03.2021 gFallsdlipanwwe, 6% GpBTLed
Gl faés  Buwsdmensoll ueefluied, gy o wiTenmomeul L Guimui
Gwse woaat SBHCHTell uriystd D.D.ST.D., satset
smeenoulled, “yeflzs “euenar euflufied Ouentenoullat LOTERTENLIS
asraGumb”  e&iB  S@LUOUTIHeTed, FHBULL T OHTEILTIQUISI.

QLiewIH6NT Liewi&@HpalenT BT S5 GFUD OFUIFH, DIEN6TELMIULD
apBaumment. Guwgh@ GuymuT (emeteuT HHGHTEN LTULFTLO DieuTH6l
S Fueny auphIAWLIGLITSEI, “OLHISaT HhibemeT SLBBOLIGGHS CBT6TaISH60
(Empowerment of Women) saslugomasuld SIS0 &6l
alp(pwempasmenud” HarsCs o flgsrear, QuTmmsswrer, ailaisdlu
BuopBsmeiaGenm(h FBLILB 6IGSHHIMTHSHI, CLEHIHEMET D61 HeLPL 19 GHTITT.

allprelB@ LHemT 2 WITDMBLOTEIL L (LPHTENLOEGHH Di(HeTTLI6w.
OxBymd  e1@ymenfl(perd SlouTsen (PaTaflensd SIS STT. OFHI®]
o _WITDemEBLOTAI L QFUWIe0S (LPHEVEUT DI([HETLIERT. (LoeneTealT gmeir SHyaiuild
SlaITHEHD, GBTIN SimeTUam W SUSESHT DiHeTLewl. GLegHsL
LTG0 SIeUTHEIHLD  UTLDSHHINT  GULDHIL GITTT H61T.

Hm SV.L. wwsCsed SauTset ((paHeveuT, QuoGLmem wdlefiT
seoamfl) FMLILTeT SHHHINT GUDBRISIITT. H(HoE. SaIHT eUDSHENEHT
olaTHeT BaTHed GMHE eubililenrTeyl garT. BGHTHe0 &MV L 60
LWIeIeTenSTes BHhEHEH. Hmwd. CrmFelsr SeuTser oiya Gobum’ (B
HL alendsd GPHH dBSBHIMISHBHTT. DIHLFCHT. fLLT Srhswibd
SIITH6T DIMIUBHBSGID B dnm, T DGk HenmelenL HHH!.

alprallsd 200 GuHGHEGHGWEL URIGOUBMILT LW DIHL[HJHIT.
SIMTaHBGID BHHT, FMBMIwIY LOBBID OHUI 2 _6WT6) GUPMRISLILIL L 6.

SIHLFCsT. FLLT @[HHUID
CFwIevT, QLICRTSHET  LI6wT @ (LD.
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Name
Date of Birth
Parish

Name
Date of Birth
Parish

Name
Date of Birth
Parish

Diaconate Ordination

: Bro. A. Amalraj
:21.12.1992
: Aruppukottai

: Bro. L. Britto
: 15.01.1993
: llandaikulam, W. Pudupatti

: Bro. E. Devaraj
: 06.03.1988
: llandaikulam, W. Pudupatti

Felicitations on Ordination Anniversary Day]

Fr. Martin Jose MF.

Fr. John SelvaManohar M.
Fr. Paul Raj 1.

Fr. Anandam L.

Fr. Antony PackiamA.

Fr. JamesPaul Raj S.

Fr. Jerome Eronimus J.R.
Fr. John Britto Packiaraj A.
Fr. Soosai P. Visuvasam
Fr. MariaLouisA.

Fr. Peter Roy S.
Fr.Ange Raj S.

Fr. ArockiamY.

Fr. Arulanandam B.
KFr. Joseph ArockiaRa A.

§398888388888388888S8

03.04.2005
03.04.2005
03.04.2005
06.04.1986
06.04.1986
06.04.1986
06.04.1986
06.04.1986
06.04.1986
06.04.1997
06.04.1997
07.04.1991
07.04.1991
07.04.2002
07.04.2002

.

(Fr. Rex Peter N. o 07.042002 A
Fr.Vinoth Mathias on 08.04.2018
Fr. Xavier Arul Rayan on 08.04.2018
Fr. Jeganivasagar L.M. on 10.04.1983
Fr. CharlesHeston J. on 10.04.194
Fr. David ArockiamA. on 10.04.194
Fr. Edward Francis Xavier T. on 10.04.19%4
Fr. George Stephen R.P. on 10.04.19%4
Fr. Gandhi Savarimuthu P on 11.04.1999
Fr. SahayaAmbrose Rajal. on 11.04.1999
Fr. Alvarez Sebastian on 11.04.2010
Fr. John Selvarg) M. on 14.04.1996
Fr. Joachim . on 14.04.1996
Fr.Amal Ra R. on 14.04.1998
Fr. Antony Rajan|. on 14.04.1998
Fr. David Dharmarg . on 14.04.1998
Fr. Joseph Antony on 14.04.1998
Fr. Antony IrudayaRaj D. on 15.04.2007
Fr. Daniel Jai Joseph . on 15.04.2007
Fr. Devadoss P, ——. 15.04.2007
Fr. Sebastian S. T on 15042007
Fr. Jeganathan S. on 16.04.1978
Fr. Joseph Selvarg) Z. on 16.04.1978
Fr. John Martin M. on 16.04.1989
Fr. Peter SahayaRaj |. on 16.04.1989
Fr.ArulA. Con 18041982
Fr.Cyprian S. on 18.04.1982
Fr. Xavier Raj A. on 18.04.1982
Fr.AdaikalaRajaA.T. on 18.04.2004

\ /
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fFr. Antony Rg G on 18.04.2004 h ﬁ:r. LouisA. on 26.04.1992 A
Fr. David SahayaRgjaS. on 18.04.2004 Fr. Britto RajaSuresh on 27.04.2003
Fr. Eddy Dharmanand S. on 18.04.2004 Fr. Paul IgnatiusJ. on 27.04.2003
Fr. Jeyaseelan . on 18.04.2004 Fr. ChristianAnand A. on 28.04.2019
Fr. MariaMichael M. on 18.04.2004 Fr. Cruz Divakaran . on 28.04.2019
Fr. Paul Britto S. on 18.04.2004 Fr. IgnatiusStalinA. on 28.04.2019
Fr. Lawrence S. on 19.04.2009 Fr. JamesA. on 28.04.2019
Fr. Ignaci ArputhaRaj P.S. on 19.04.2009 Fr. MariaThangaraj P. on 28.04.2019
Fr. PrinceAmalaJesuragjaJ. on 19.04.2009 Fr. Gabriel G on 30.04.2000
Fr. Sebastian TitusA.P. on 19.04.2009 . .
Fr. ThiruthuvaRaj J. o 19042009 Congratulation to all the priests
Fr. Vincent Madhan Babu A. on  19.04.2009 on your Ordination Anniversary Day
Fr. Varan Vardhan P, on 19.04.2009
Fr. Yesu Karunanidhi o 19042009 Resurrection Eventsfrom the Poem
Fr. Dhlvyar}andamM. on 21.04.1974 “The Man_GOdn_ B Ma.rlava.l tOrta
Fr. Jeevarg) L. on 22.04.2001 —);
Fr. JeyaRg S. on 22.04.1990 ,
Fr. Siluvai Michal Raj P on 04,1990 JesusAppearsto HisMother [21st February 1944]
Fr.Xavier Rgj S. on 22 04.1990 1. Mary isprostrated_with Her faceon thefloor. Shglooks like
Er John Diraviam M. on 23041995 apoor wretch. Shel oqks li kgthet Wlthagd fl ower of Whlch Shehas
Fr. Antony SamyA. o 23,04.2006 spoken. Theclosed wi ndow is opened with aviolent banging of the
heavy shutters, and with thefirst ray of thesun, Jesusenters.
Fr. Alex Grianara) A. o 23.04.2006 M ary, Who has been shaken by the noise and has raised Her
Fr. MariaArul Selvam D on 23.04.2006 head to seéwhi ch wind has opened the shutters, sees Her radiant
Fr. llangovan Arpudarg K. on 24042016 Son: handsome, infinitely morehandsomethan Hewasbefore suffering,
Fr.Amalrg A. on 26041987 smiling, lively, brighter than the sun, dressed in awhitegarment that
Fr. IruthayaRaj A. on 26.04.1987 seemswovenlight, and Who isadvancing towards Her.
Fr. Antony John Kennedy . on 26041992 ShestraightensHerself up on Her kneesand crossing Her hands
Fr. Benedict Barnabas on 26.04.1992 on Her breast, She sayswith asob that isjoy and grief: «L_ord, My
Fr. Edwin Sahayarg] S. on 26.04.1992 God». And Sheremainsthus, enraptured incontemplating Him, with
\ J \e J
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rHerfaceaII washed by tears, but made serene, pacified by Hissmile\

and by the ecstasy.

2. But Hedoes not want to seeHisMother on Her knees, likea
servant. And He callsHer, stretching out Hishands, from thewounds
of which emanate raysthat make Hisglorious Flesh even brighter:
Mother! Butitisnot thesorrowful word of the conversationsand the
farewellsbefore HisPassion, or the heart-rending lament of themesting
on Cavary and of theagony. Itisacry of triumph, of joy, of freedom,
ofrgoicing, of love, of gratitude. And He bends over His Mother,
who dare not touch Him, and He places Hishands under Her bent
elbows, and HeliftsHer up, He pressesHer to HisHeart and kisses
Her.Oh! Mary realisesthenthatitisnot avision, that itisHer Son
who hasredly risen that itisHer Jesus, the Sonwho till lovesher as
aSon. And with acry, sheflings her armsround his neck, and she
embraces and kisses him, laughing in her weeping. Shekisseshis
forehead, wherethereare no longer any wounds, Hishead no longer
unkempt and bloody, his shining eyes, his healed cheeksetc., She
then takes hishands and kissestheir backs and palms, their radiant
wounds, and she suddenly bendsdown to his Feet and uncoversthem
from under hisbright garment and kissesthem. Then she standsup,
looksat him, but dare not. But he smilesand understands. Heuncovers
hischest alittleand says.

Andthisone, Mother, areyou not kissngit, thisonethat grieved
you so much and that you aloneareworthy to kiss? KissMy Heart,
Mother. Your kisswill cancel thelast remembrance of what issorrowful
andwill givemethat joy, which my Joy of having risen from the dead
still lacks. And hetakestheface of hisMother in hishandsandtothe
wound of his Chest, from which streams of avery bright light are
flowing. Mary’s face is haloed by that light, flooded as it is with its
beams. Shekissesand kisses.

3. Jesus speaksnow. Itisall over, Mother. You no longer have
toweep over your Son. Thetria isover. Redemption hastaken place.

N\
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Mother, thanksfor conceiving me, for bringing me up, for helping me
inlifeandin death. | heard your prayerscometo me. They have been
my strengthin my grief, my companionsin my journey ontheearth
and beyond the earth. They camewith meon the Crossand to Limbo.

4. 1 will now go tothe Father in My human gppearance. Paradise
must seethe Conqueror in hisappearance of Man, by meansof which
he defeated thesin of Man. But | will comeagain. | must confirmin
thefaith thosewho do not yet believe and arein need to believeto
lead the othersto believe, | must fortify the pusillanimousoneswho
will need so much strength to resist theworld. Then | will ascendto
Heaven. But | will not leaveyou a one, Mother, can you seethat vell?
Inmy annihilation, | still exhaed the power of miracleonyour behdlf,
togiveYou that comfort. But for you | will work miracle. You will
haveme, in the Sacrament, asreal aswhen you carried me.

You will never be aone. But these past days you have been
aone. But a sothat sorrow of yourswasrequired for my Redemption.
Muchiscontinuoudy to be added to Redemption, because much will
be continuoudy createdintheway of sin. 1 will cdl dl my servantsto
thisredeeming participation. You arethe onewho by yourself will do
morethan dl the otherstogether. But al so thislong abandonment was
required.

Now no longer so. | am nolonger separated from the Father. You will
no longer be separated from your Son. And, by having your Son, you
haveour Trinity. A living Heaven, youwill bringthe Trinity tomenon
the Earth, and you will sanctify the Church, You, Queen of the
Priesthood and M other of the Chrigtians. Then | will cometo get you.
And nolonger shdl | beinyou, but youwill beinme,in my Kingdom,
to make Paradise more beautiful.

5. 1 am going now, Mother. | am going to makethe other Mary
happy. Then | will ascend to the Father. Thencel will cometo those
who do not believe. Mother, Your kissasablessing. And my Peace

N\
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ftoyou asacompanion. Goodbye And Jesusdisappearsinthesunshin

that streamsdown from the early morning clear sky.

615. The PiousWomen at the Sepulchre To Mary Magdelene |

[2nd April 1945].

Areyou going all alone, Mary? | will come with you» says
Martha, whoisafraid for her sister.

No. You will go with Mary of Alphaeus to Johanna’s. Salome
Susannawill wait for you near the Gate, outsidethewalls. And then
youwill all cometogether d ongthemainroad. Goodbye. And Mary
Magdal ene cuts other possible comments short, as she goes away
quickly with her bag full of balmsand her money. Sheflies, sofast she
goes aong theroad, which isbecoming moredelightful inthefirst
pink shade of dawn. She goesin by the Judicial Gate, to be quicker.
Andnoonestopsher...

May God comfort you!» They leavethe mansion housetojoin
their companions. It is at this moment that the short but strong
earthquake takes place, creating a panic again in the people of
Jerusalem, till terrorised by the events of Friday. Thethreewomen
retracetheir steps

precipitately, and they remaininthelargehal, anong maidservants
and servantswho are howling and impl oring the L ord, fearing new
shocks...

3....TheMagdalene, instead, isjust on the border of the path
that takes oneto the kitchen garden of Joseph of Arimathea, when
sheiscaught inthepowerful and also harmoniousroar of thisheavenly
sgn, while, inthefaint rosy light of dawn, that isadvancinginthe sky,
whereto thewest apersistent star ill resists, and that makesfair the
sofar greenishlight, avery bright light appearsand descendslikeand
incandescent wonderful globe, cuttingthecamairinazigzag course.

Mary of Magdaaisamost grazed and thrown ontheground by
it. She bends for a moment whispering: My Lord! and then she
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/strai ghtensup likeastalk after thewind has passed by, and she runs\
towardsthekitchen garden even faster.

When Mary arrives, she seestheusd essjail orsof the Triumpher
thrown on the ground like asheaf of mown corn. Mary Magdalene
does not associ atethe earthquake with Resurrection. But looking at
the spectacle, shethinksit isapunishment of God for the desecrators
of Jesus’ Sepulchre, and she falls on her knees saying: «Alas! They
have

stolen Him!» Sheisreally disconsol ate and weepslikeagirl who has
come, being surethat shewould find her father whom shewaslooking
for, and instead findsthe house empty.

4. She then stands up and runs away to go to Peter and John.
Andasshethinksof nothing but of informing thetwo, sheforgetsto go
and meet her companions and remain on the road, but asfast asa
gazelleshegoesback theroad she came, shepassesthroughtheJudicia
Gate, and fliesthrough the streets, which are alittlemore crowded,
and sherushes against thedoor of the hospitable houseand knocks at
it furioudy. Themistress opensthedoor to her.

Whereare John and Peter? asks Mary Magda ene panting. There
saysthewoman pointing at the Supper-room. Mary of Magdaaenters
and as soon assheisin, standing before the two astoni shed men, and
inher voice, kept low out of pity for the Mother, thereismoreanguish
than if shehad shouted, she says. They havetakentheLord away from
the Sepulchre! | wonder wherethey have put Him! and for thefirst
time she staggersand isunsteady, andin order not tofall, sheholdson
whatever she can. What? What are you saying? ask thetwo.

And panting shereplies: | went ahead... to buy theguards... so
that they would let us go. They are there like dead bodies... The
Sepulchreisopen, thestoneisontheground... Who?Whodidit?Oh!
come! Letusrun.. Peter and John set out at once. Mary follows
them for afew steps. Then she goes back. She seizesthe mistress of

4

\Qhe house, she shakesher, violentin her far-sighted love, and she shoutsJ
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inher face: Mind you do not let anybody go to Her (and she poi ntsat\ ‘

the door of Mary’s room). Remember that | am your mistress. Obey
and besilent. Then sheleaves her aghast and joinsthe apostles, who
aredtridingtowardsthe Sepulchre...

5. ...Inthe meantime Susannaand Salome, after leaving their
companions and reaching the walls, are caught in the earthquake.
Frightened, they take shelter under atreeand remainthere, torn between
their desire to go to the Sepulchre or to run to Johanna’s. But love
overcomes fear and they go towards the Sepulchre. They are till
frightened when they enter the garden and seethe senselessguards...
they seeabright light come out of the open Sepulchre. Their fright
increases and reaches its climax when, holding each other’s hand to
pluck up courage, they peep in from the threshold and in the dark
sepulchral cave, they seeabright most beautiful cresture, that smiling
kindly greetsthem from the placewhereit isstanding: leaning onthe
right hand side of theanointment stone, which, grey asitis, disappears
behind so muchincandescent brightness. They fal ontheir knees, utterly
astonished.

But theangd speaksto them gently: Benot afraid of me. | anthe
angel of the divine Sorrow. | have cometo rgoice at itsend. The
sorrow of the Chrigt, Hishumiliationin deathisover. Jesusof Nazareth,
the Crucified Whom you arelookingfor, hasrisen fromthedead. He
isnolonger here! The placewhereHewaslaidisempty. Rgoicewith
me. Go. Tell Peter and the disciplesthat He hasrisen and will precede
youinGdilee Youwill seeHimtherefor ashort time, asHesad.

Thewomenfall with their faces on the ground, and when they
raisethem, they run asif they were chased by apunishment. They are
terrorised and they whisper: Weshall die now! We have seen theangel
of theLord!

6. But while they are going there, Peter and John, followed by
theMagdalene, havearrived at the garden. And John, who runsfaster,

Neither istheange thereany more. John, timid and sorrowful, knegls

down at the open entrance to venerate and get someindication from
the things he sees. But he only sees, heaped on thefloor, the linen
clothsplaced onthe Shroud. Thereisredly nothing, Smon! Mary has
seen accurately. Come, comein, look.» Peter, who isbreathless after
S0 much running, goesinto the Sepul chre. Ontheway hehad said: «
will never dareto approach that place.» But now hethinksonly of
finding out wherethe Master may be. And he callsHim also, asif He
might be concea ed in somedark corner.

At thisearly hour inthemorningitisstill very dark inthe deep
Sepulchre, which receiveslight only from the opening of theentrance,
where John and the Magdal ene now cast ashadow... And Peter finds
it hard to see, and hasto hel p himself with hishandsto ascertain what
thedtuationis... Hetouches, trembling, the table of the anointment,
andfed sthat itisempty... Heisnot here, John! Heisnot herel ... Oh!
comehere! | havewept somuchthat | can hardly seeinthispoor light.
John stands up and goesin. And while he does so, Peter discoversthe
sudariuminacorner, folded diligently and withinit the Shroud rolled
up carefully. They havereally abducted Him. The guards were not
here for us, but to do that... And we have let them do it. By going
away, we have allowed that... Oh! wherewill they have put Him?
Peter, Peter! This... isreally theend! The two disciples come out
looking annihilated. Let usgo, woman. Youwill tell theMother...

| am not going away. | am staying here... Somebody will come...
Oh!' | annot coming... Thereisdtill something of Him here. TheMother
wasright... To bresthethear whereHewasistheonly relief |eft to us.

Theonlyrelief... Now you a so can seethat it was nonsenseto
hope... says Peter. Mary does not evenreply to him. Shecroucheson
the ground, close to the entrance, and weeps, while the others go
away dowly.

7. Shethen raises her head and looksinside, and through her

\isthefi rst to arrive at the Sepulchre. The guardsareno longer there./‘ tears she seestwo angels, sitting at the head and at the foot of the
\ _/ \k J
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'/anoi ntment stone. Poor Mary isso stupified in her fiercest struggl e\
between hopethat isdying and faith that doesnot want to die, that she
looksat them like onewhose mind iscompl etely blank, without even
bei ng surprised. The strongwoman, who hasresisted everythinglikea
heroine, has
nothing

left but tears.
Why are you
weeping,
woman? asks
oneof thetwo
shining young
boys, because
they look like
very beautiful
adolescents.

Because
they have
taken away my Lord and | do not know where they have put Him.
Mary isnot afraid to speak to them. Shedoes not ask:. Who areyou?
Nothing. Nothing amazes her any more. She has already suffered
everything that can astonish ahuman being. Now sheisonly abroken
thing that weepswithout strength or reserve. Theangdica youth looks
at hiscompanionand smiles. And so doesthe other. And in aflash of
angelica joy they both look outside, towardsthe garden al inbloom
with millionsof corollasthat have opened at thefirst sunshineonthe
closdly planted apple - treesof the orchard.

8. Mary turnsround to seewhom they arelooking at. And she
sees a Man, most handsome, and | do not know how she does not
recogniseHimat once. A ManWho looksat her pitifully and asksher:
«Woman, why areyou weeping?Whomareyou looking for? It istrue
that Jesusisdimmed out of pity for thewoman, whom emotionshave

7 o : A
exhausted and who might die from sudden joy, but | really wonder
why shedoesnot recognise Him.

And Mary sobbing says: They havetaken my Lord Jesus! | had
cometo emba mHimwhileawaiting Hisresurrection... | gathered all
my courage, my hopeand my faith around my love... and now | cannot
find Himany more... Or rather, | put my love around faith, hopeand
courageto defend them frommen... but dl invainl Men have abducted
my Love and with it they have deprived me of everything... O my
lord, if you havetaken Him away, tell mewhereyou have put Him.
Andlwill get Him... I will not tell anybody... It will beasecret between
you and me. Look: I am the daughter of Theophilus, Lazarus’ sister,
but I am on my kneesbeforeyou toimploreyou, likeadave. Doyou
want meto pay you for HisBody? | will do so. How much do you
want? | amrich. | can giveyou asmuch gold and asmany gemsasit
weighs. But giveit back to me. | will not denounceyou. Do you want
to strikeme? Do so. Until | bleed, if youwish so. If you bear Hima
grudge, let me expiate it. But give Him back to me. Oh! don’t make
me wretched with this misery, my lord! Have mercy on a poor
woman!... Do you not want to do it on my behalf? Then, doit for His
Mother. Tell me! Tell mewhereismy Lord Jesus. | am strong. | will
takeHiminmy armsand | will carry Himlikeachild to safety. Lord...
lord... you can seeit... for three days we have been struck by the
wrath of God for what was done to the Son of God... Do not add
Desecrationto Crime...

Mary! Jesus shinesin calling her. HerevealsHimself in His
triumphant brightness.

Rabboni! Mary’s cry is really the «great cry» that closes the
cycleof death. With thefirst one, the darkness of hatred envel oped
theVictimwith funereal bandages; with the second, thelightsof love
increased Hisbrightness And Mary sandsup asher ary fillsthegarden,
she rushes to Jesus’ feet and would like to kiss them.

. J
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a )
Jesus moves her away, hardly touching her forehead with the\

tipsof Hisfingers: Do not touch Me! | have not yet ascended to My
Father inthisappearance. Go to My brothersand friends, and tell
them that | am ascending to My Father and yours, to My God and
yours.Andthen
I will come to
them. And
J esus
disappears,
absorbed by an
unsustainable
light. 10 Mary
kisses the
ground where
Jesus was and
sherunstowardsthe house. She goesin likearocket, becausethe
main door ishalf open, to et the master pass, whoisgoing to the
fountain; she opens the door of Mary’s room and drops on Her breast
shouting: Hehasrisen! Hehasrisen! and sheweepshappily.

AndwhilePeter and John rush there, and Salomeand Susanna,
il frightened, comefrom the Supper roomand listento her narration,
Mary of Alphaeuswith Marthaand Johannacomein, fromthestreet,
and out of breath they say «that they have been thereaswell, and
they saw two angels, who said that they were the Guardian of the
Man God and theangel of His Sorrow, and ordered themtotell the
apostlesthat He had risen from the dead. And as Peter shakeshis
head, they insist saying:Yes. They said: “Why are you looking for the
Living Oneamong the dead? Heisnot here. He hasrisen fromthe
dead, asHesaid when Hewastill in Gdilee. Doyou not remember?
He said: “The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of sinners
to be crucified. But on the third day he will rise from the dead.””

Peter shakeshishead saying: Too many thingsduring thesedayd

\They have been upset. )
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/" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS- 01.02.2021 -20.03.2021 |
Hol
NSE,_ Parish Name Childhood Tﬂg;;le
07/02/21

1 | A.Nathampatti

2 | Alankulam 700

3 | Ammapatty

4 | Anjal Nagar

5 | Anna Nagar 13000 7950
6 | Aruppukottai

7 | Ayravathanallur 5340 3400
8 | Bastin Nagar 15000

9 | Batlagundu 7220

10 | Bibikulam 15000

11 | Bodinayakanur

12 | Chinnamanur

13 | Cumbum

14 | Devadanam

15 | Ellis Nagar 10170

16 | Gnanaolivupuram

17 | Hanumanthanpatty

18 | Holy Rosary Church

19 | lyyampalayam

20 | K. Pudur

21 | Kadachanendal

22 | Kadamalaikundu

23 | Kalladipatti 2000

24 | Kariapatty 1200

25 | Karumathur

26 | Kavirayapuram

27 | Kottur

28 | Lourdupuram

29 | Megamalai

30 | Mangalamkombu

31 | M. Meenatchiapuram

32 | Mathankovilpatti 1000

33 | Marianus Nagar

34 | Meenmpatti 2100 1600
gs Melur 3000 y
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -

01.02.2021 -20.03.2021

J

Holy
Childhood
07/02/21

Parish Name

Holy See
14/03/21

36

Melakovilpatti

37

Michaelpalayam

38

Munjikkal

39

Murugathuranpatti

40

Nagamalai 10000

41

Nakkaneri 1000

42

Nilakottai 1500

43

Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR) 1000

44

Othaiyal

45

Packiapuram 11111

46

Packianathapuram 1900

47

Palanganatham 12500

11200

48

Pandian Nagar 3100

49

Periyakulam

50

Perumalmalai

51

R.R. Nagar

52

Railway Colony

53

Rajapalayam

54

Rayappanpatti

55

Rayapuram

56

Samayanallur 8000

57

Sattur

58

Shenbaganur 2000

1100

59

Sengole Nagar

60

Sempatti Mission

61

Silukkuvarpatty

62

Sivakasi

63

Srivilliputhur

64

St. Mary’s Cathedral

65

Sundaranatchiapuran

66

T. Sindalacherry 4100

67

T. Vadipatti Shrine

68

Theni 4000

69

Thirumangalam 6240

\70

Thirunagar
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 -20.03.2021
. . ySee
No. Parish Name Childhood| 14103721
07/02/21
71 | Thiruthangal
72 | Thummuchinampatty
73 | Ugarthe Nagar 1500
74 | Usilampatti 8850
75 | Uthamapalayam
76 | Virudhunagar
77 | Vadapatti Mission
78 | W. Pudupatti
79 | Y. Othakadai
Total 152531 25250
KANI (SeminariansFund)
Opening Balance as on 25.02.2021 44,69,935.07
Fr. Parish Priest, Samayanallur 5,000.00
Narcheythi Paniyalargal, Nagamalai Pudukottai 2,000.00
Mr. Amalraj 1,000.00
Mrs. P. Gnanapackiam, Arasaradi 500.00
44,78,435.07
Less :
Payment for St. Pius X’ Seminary, K.Pudur - 40,000.00
Bank sms Charge - 1.95
40,001.95 40,001.95
Closing Balance as on 20.03.2021 44,38,433.12
Cashin Hand - Nil
Cash at Bank - 44,38,433.12
\_ 44,38,433.12 Y,
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Collection as on 25.09.2020 39,27,855.58
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Adoration Sunday
April May
04 BastianNagar 02 Cumbum
11 Bibikulam ;;:l 09 Devadanam
18 Bodinayakkanur 7 16 Ellisnagar
25 Chinnamenur * 23 Gnaneolivupuram
30 Hanumanthampatti

N

p

( M ass Received From Parishes )
Sengole Nagar (110 Masses) 11,000.00
Collection as on 20.03.2021 11,000.00

Necrology
Fr. Visuvasam R. 05.04.2006
Fr. Jesudasan 08.04.2014
Fr. FrancisBritto SK. 13.04.2014
Fr. Victor J. 18.04.1986
Fr. Arulsamy SM 10.04.1984
Fr. Thomas PC. 19.04.2001
Fr. ZachariasK.G. 21.04.1997
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May the soul of
Rev.FrR. G. LourpUu Rayg

Rest in Peace

|. Bio-Data
Dateof Birth - 06-09-1932
Placeof Birth - Soosai apparpatti, Manamadurai
Baptism - 6-9-1933, Rgjakembeeram
Confirmation - 1941, Suranam
Ordination - 24-03-1962, Trichinopoly

By — Most Rev. James Mendonca
. TheFamily
The Father Mr. Gnanakannu, Teacher, RIP
TheMother Mrs. MariaArockiam, Physician, RIP
Brothers(4) Mr. ArputhaMariaSusai, RIP

Mr. ArockiaSamy, RIP —

Mr. Santiago, RIP & 4

Mr. IrudayaNesam, RIP 8
Sister Mrs. VictoriaMary (Alive) £

59 Al
\ J
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[11. IThe Study — Secular )
St. Mary’s Middle School, Suranam - 1941 - 1945
. JamesMiddle School, Suranam - 1945-1948
DeBritto High School, Devakottai - 1948- 1952
Intermediate, St. Joseph’s College, Trichy - 1952- 1953
lesagtical i
St. Peter’s Minor Seminary, Madurai - 1953 -1955
Theology, St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy - 1955-1958
Courses Attended
1. Spirituality of Diocesan Priests, NBCLC, Bangalore - 1989
2. Neo Catechumenate Seminar, Bangalore -1990
3. Global Seminar for aged people -1992
4. Fatima Conference, Chennai - 2006
IV.Clerical Ministries
Assistant Parish Priest, Puliyal -1962- 1967
Assistant Parish Priest, Irudayakoil (Thiruvarangam)  -1967- 1969
Parish Priest, Mahindi Michael Pattanam -1969 - 1970
Parish Priest, Rgjakembiram -1970- 1976
Parish Priest, Marandai Savariarpattanam -1976 - 1981
Parish Priest, Irudayapuram -1981- 1985
Parish Priest, Samayanallur -1985-1989
Parish Priest, Silukkuvarpetti -1989-1992
Parish Priest, Chinnal apatti -1992- 1996
Parish Priest, Ka ladi patti -1996- 2002
Parish Priest, Kavirayapuram - 2002- 2005
Sabbatica Leave, V. Muthuchellapuram - 2005- 2006
Retirement, St. Joseph’s Home - 2006- 2008
Spiritual Ministry, Arockialllam, Retired Fathers’ House -2008
onwards
V. Contributions
—Congtructions:
1. New Church, well, water tank constructed in Rajakembeeram 2.

\School buildingin Fsherpattanam 3. New Churchin SaveriarSamuthi ra‘r;)
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(and Mudukulathur 4.New Churchin Vadakaraipacheri, R. S. Mangalam |

5.Compound wall for cemetery, Samayanal lur 6. Two School buildings
and 2 stagesat Samayanallur 7.0ormechikulam church and extension
of school 8. 2 School buildings and compound wall at Kalladipatti 9.
School building at Sankarapuram 10. Compound wall at Kavirayapuram

- Publications: 1. Kutti Kavithaikal 2. Vetrimelvetri 3. Savalaesamali
4 Kavithai Kathambam 5. EthirNeechd

VI.SPECIAL CHARISM ANDAPTITUDES

1. Arranging Organised Mission preaching with the help of
Redemptoristsand Capuchins

2. DiviningWellsfor water for Churches, Religiousand genera
public

3. Building housesfor poor people.

4. Educational helpfor poor students

5. Special Prayer ministry for the sick and the suffering

“Beiiml, BLIGmBHGHW  HevsoLewiiwmen@y, Hnflw QuUITBILiLEeMed
B IsmaEdsE 2 Fuleugmuilmbdy. slens GLflul GUTBIL|EaTs0 2 DenLD
SIDTHHICAUGH. 2 1D HemeLeUaTEHUl 61D LSIPFFUl60 HHLD b

UmIGOsTeEnd” (Ibd 25, 21). - Fr. Chancellor

Historical Notes — Madura Misson
XLI11II On the Footstepsof our Elder Brothers

Correction: Dear Readers, as DNL received feed backs on the 42™
article of Historical Notes — Madura Mission, it pleases us to publish the
sharing of Fr. Jeyabalan, aveteran priest of Palayamkottai whoisalso
one of the pioneers of *College study Fathers’. He shares the following:
“The senior priests of the Archdiocese know very well that before starting
Arulanandar College, Karumattur, His Grace Archbishop P. Justin
Diraviam wanted all the seminariansto go to college and get asecular
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by him to have a secular degree. That is how in 1969 after his
consecration asthefirst Indian Archbishop, hewanted all hispriests,
ordained by him (exception, late Fr. Arockiasamy, who was hisfirst
secretary), to go to College to earn a degree. In that way late Fr.
Arockiasamy and Fr. John Siluvai (ex) weresent to Thiagargjar College
for B.A. Tamil and English respectively; and Fr. Antony Muthu (ex) and
Fr. SR. Ignatiusand Fr. Saleth Jeyabal an were sent to American College
for B.A. Economicswhilelare Fr. M. Susai Marian was asked to do
B.ScMaths. Among the six priests 3 were staying at Bishop’s House
andtheother 3 at parishes. They weregiven each abicycletoreachthe
collegefromtheir places. Theimportant thing waswe had to go with
white cassock and red sash on to the college and come back. Wewere
provided food intiffin carriers. The seminarians who were in St. Peter’s
had to cloth themselves with full hand white shirt and dhoties.” Authentic
history ismade perfect by thetestimonies of thosewho were part of it
at that particular time. Hence DNL thanks Fr. Jeyabalan, whoisaliving
witnessto such history of the united Archdiocese, for hiscontributionto
DNL. Here are we going to see the contribution of two brothers.

Fr. P.C. Chacko: There came three wise men from the West to
the East. We do not know which star brought them to Madurai. From
Edathuva, aplace known for the Shrine of St. Georgethesethreeyoung
missionariesin making chose Maduramission astheir ministry place.
The two are brothers; they are Fr. Chacko Puthamparambil and Fr.
Thomas Puthamparambil; the third one are Fr. K.G. Zacharias. The
brothers had other two brothers namely Joseph and Varghesewhottilled
the fields after their father’s demise. When the young Chacko completed
hissecular studiesin &. Aloysius of Alappy, hejoined St. Augustine
Seminary, Trichy with hisbrother PC. Thomaswhom Msgr. Faisandier
SJ., accepted for hisdiocese of Trichinopoly. Having completed his
ecclesiastical studies in St. Paul’s, Trichy Fr. Chacko was ordained to
priesthool on 25-03-1943.

Hisfirst preparatory ground wasKalladithidal, which had no proper
accessviaroad. Fr. Chacko narratesthat the onewho was carrying his
Trunk Box, the luggage, on the rough road to Kalladithidal was none

degree. Inlinewith that hewanted al| those priestswho were ordai ned\‘ (other than Msgr. Leonard. Incredible! Later, Fr. Chacko alwayswas

away to himself stating that thisholy soul needslittlerest with himself.
. ) \
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narrajting thisincredible story to many. If ayoung priest wereto havea
good guideand amodel, hiswholepriestly lifewill betransformed. He
was carefully guided by hisparish priest, Fr. Silverius SIfor four years.
Then he was appointed as Parish priest of Puliyal in 1947. There he
built shopsfor the self sustenance of the parish. He built High School
and developed the Parish itself in self sufficiency. Then he was
transferred to Karaikudi in 1954. Hefought inthe court to build aChurch
dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help at Chekkalai. It sesemsthat
with the blessingsof St. Teresaof Lissieux he alwayswon the battl el
Later he was appointed as Parish Priest and Procurator at Sarugani
center. Next to Madurai Sarugani wasthe ecclesiastical center then.
Then heworked asparish priest in Paramkudi for two years. Wherever
therewaspagtoral impossibility it wasmade possible by the determination
and the sheer pastoral zedl of Fr. Chacko. From 196910 1973 he became
the parish priest of Hanumanthanpatti where herenovated the century
old Church and added the Towers.

Meanwhile when there was a need at the center, the Bishop’s House
for doing social and developmental works, it was Fr. Chacko, who
volunteered to spearhead those missions. When hewasgiventhereign
of Madurai Multiple Socia Service Society, amighty and powerful organ
of theArchdiocesefor the devel opment of the poor, Fr. Chacko did not
count day as day and night as night. “Work! Work!!'Work!!!”” had been
hisdaily prayer.

Draught Relief Works. ... Hunger eradication Works. .. Flood Relief
Works... He was always on the wheels to wipe away the tears of the
poor inthe name of the Church. Fr. Chacko, the Director of MM SSS,
wasworking likeamachine. Hewas a so the Manager of Nobili press
and earned a unique statusfor the press. Prof. Sugunasaysthat he, as
asingle priest, accomplished so much pastoral worksthat amount to
four priests’ works.

When hewasrushing for Draught Relief work at Aruppukottai road his
Jeep met with an accident on 239 May 1981 and at oncethe unconscious
Fr. Chacko wastakento Madurai Govt. Hospital and the Lord took him

J
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(M ay the holy name of this dedicated Missionary of the Archdi oces;

inspireall theprieststowork likeabull for the building of the Kingdom
of God on earth.

Fr. P.C. Thomas Ancther towering persondity that theArchdiocese
had at the Bishop’s house was his younger brother, Fr. P.C. Thomas.
Hewasborn on4 March 1919. He, together with hisbrother, joined S.
Augustine Seminary, Trichy in 1935 whose Rectorsfound him always
studious and much disciplined. Hewas sent to Rome and he compl eted
hisDoctoratein Canon Law in Propaganda University, Romeand was
ordainedin Romeitsalf in 1942 even before attaining hiscanonical age.
As a ‘Rome Return” he used to be serious and upright all the time. He
was teaching Latin, English and Moral sciences at St. Peter’s Seminary
and wasafull timeTeacher for Novicesat Loretto Novitiate. The other
subjectshetaught later were Sacraments, Church History and Spiritudity.
He used to help Fatima College Sisters community for monthly
Recollection and Mass. Hewaswell versed in ecclesiastical discipline
and canon law.

All the diocesan common liturgical cel ebrationswere scrutinized
meticulously and prepared by him. Fr. Arul Rayanin hisEuology said:
“Archbishop Diraviam would not dare to do any liturgical function without
the presence of Fr. Thomas.” For he was thorough with the liturgical
normsand rules. AsaCanonist and avoraciousreader hewaskeenon
getting the current Roman documents and Papal Decrees to the
Archdiocese. AsaPRIEST hewasexemplary totheclergy. HisBrievary
meditation and Holy Masswere very much part of hispriestly life. He
never desired any wordsof gppreciation or praisefrom othersor exhibited
his credentials before others. For that matter when he celebrated his
Golden Jubilee Mass he made only one request to the Archbishopi.e.,
that hewould preach at the Mass|est peopl e and dignitaries showered
him with adulation. Such ahumble soul hewas.

Fr. PC wasintellectually honest in hel ping Bishops, Dignitaries,
Superior Generals, Provincials and other lay people with church’s practice
and stand. Beit the Marriage Tribunal or day-today administration of
Juridical persons, healwaysgave adecision for aparticular problem
with the maximin hismind sentire cumecclesiae. Heinterpreted laws

o 7
33

N J

and customs according to the mind of the Church and having arrived at\\
moral certitude heissued firm judgements. Dueto thishea so expressed
in his diary, that he could not reconcile with the certain priests’ life
stylesand their ideas about PRIESTHOOD. Moreover hepioneeredin
1956 to collate and print the ORDO for the province of Madurai and
edit DNL through which hedirected thelifeand ministry of theclergy
according to the mind of Christ. He, now and then, was not afraid to
point out the aberrations of clergy both in administration and liturgy.

Fr. Dhivyanandam saysthat Fr. P. C. Thomasused to explain the
Caususfor the Presbyterium during the Monthly Recollectionin order
to enlighten the clergy canonically on matrimonial issues. Peoplewould
find him walking on the road to Pudur Church where he helped the
religiousat their monthly recollection and spiritua animation. Many could
have seen himwalking from hisroom to the classroom glued to either
adocument or hisclassnotes. Fr. Dhivyanandam remembersthat when
he was an Assistant to Fr. Joseph Xavier at Holy Rosary Churchin
1976-1978, thissolitary Teacher, dueto the rarefriendship he enjoyed
with Fr. Joseph Xavier, accepted to go and celebrate Mass at Rosary
Church one or two times and what was astoni shing to him wasthat Fr.
P.C. walked all the way to Holy Rosary Church from Bishop’s House.

Fr. Jeganathan says that Fr. PC reared a cat who was his best
friend at Bishop’s house. He was also, like his boss, very punctual in
eating, littering and going out with Fr. PC. Other hobbies of PC were
tuning to VATICAN Newsregularly and playing Cards, the singular
identity of Malayalees, with Bishop’s House fathers after supper. Here
is a learned Teacher who lived in the same room at Bishop’s house
almost half a century. Fr. Vedamanickam says: “that room was the
beginning and end of his priestly ministry”.

Fr. PC was suffering from stomach pain often. Finally the Lord
took himon 19-4-2001 at hisadvanced age, el ghty second.

Here is aman who loved the Catholic Church and lived for the
Mother Catholic Church. Longlivethegloriousnameof Fr. P, C. Thomas,

the Seasoned Canonist of the Archdiocese. (to be continued)
— Fr. Jodir.




