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THE VOICE 07 THE PASTOR
Dear brother priests and sisters,

Greetings and Prayerful wishes in the name of
Our Lord Jesus!

This month, as we celebrate the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we must
be clear that this feast in honour of Mary, her
Assumption, is truly to reiterate, not to take away
the preeminence of Jesus. Infact, in celebrating
the Assumption, we want to make it clear that
the Assumption of Mary is totally dependent on Jesus. He is the
one who saves us; He is our hope of life; He is the throne of grace,
and not Mary. And it is Christ, by His death and resurrection, has
won for us eternal life. With the death and resurrection, Christ has
won victory over sin. That sin, therefore, is not the last word, because
with sin came death. And death is also not the last word, but life.
And so, death, and He is the first fruits, our consideration, therefore,
is this.

Who would then be the second fruit, of course, in the
understanding of the church, Mary would certainly be that second
fruit of salvation. Simply because, Mary is the mother of the Lord

. Jesus Christ. Mother, not just biologically, but mother truly in the

way of faith, because Mary was the one who has been identified so
closely with the saving work of Jesus. From the time He was born,
Mary was there to nurture Him. When He was not in the public
ministry, Mary was there to support Him. And when Jesus was
hanging on the cross, Mary was there, suffering with Him. From
beginning to end, Mary was one with Jesus, in His salvific role.
While all others have abandoned the Lord, Mary was faithful to Jesus.
So, Mary certainly, compared to any one of us, would have shared
Jesus’ salvific work more than us.

And consequently, we would think that she should be the first
fruit to enjoy the resurrected life after our Lord, and which our Lord
has promised to us all. But what is more, in the Gospel, how many
times it has been made clear that already in her earthly life, she
was living the blessed life, that Jesus spoke about in the Beatitudes

~ (Mt 5:3-10). And Mary, in the Gospel of Luke 1:42, was called by

Elizabeth, “Blessed.”
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And then also in the Gospel of Luke 11:27-28, we have the
woman who cried out, “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the
breast that you sucked.” And Jesus said, “Blessed are those who
hear the word of God and keep it.” And Mary is that person, always
listening to the word of God, always saying YES to God.

The reason why we celebrate Mary’s Assumption is precisely
because the Assumption is a corollary of the Immaculate
Conception. For Mary, she has overcome sin in her entire life. She
was saved from the original sin, because of her role as the mother
of the savior to come. Mary was redeemed by exemption, by
anticipation of Jesus’ birth into the world.

For us all, some people say, why not we also have the
Assumption? If Mary has already been resurrected from the dead,
why not for us all? Well, for all of us, we have committed sin. And
the sin we have committed, the full implications, the consequences
of our sin, have yet to be worked out. For every sin we commit
today, we have caused many other people to sin. We must
understand that. So, the final judgment, only then will take into
consideration of all that we have done. And because Mary is the
first of the church, the woman, the mother of the church, she has
gone before to heaven, and she has been glorified to share in the
life of God. Because of that the Assumption is so important to us.

. One of us fully human has shared in this glorified life. It means to

say, we are certain of our hope. We will follow after her. Do not be
like those people in the world —“we do not know where we are going
when we die. | think we will disappear.” We are certain that we will
share in the resurrection of our Blessed Mother. And that is why the
feast of the Assumption is so important for us Catholics to celebrate.
It reminds us of our hope and destiny in life.

May our Blessed Mother Mary intercede for us all through the way!

May God bless you!
Your loving Archbishop,

+ \JSZ“"{(?W

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai
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Arhbishop’s August Zngagements

04 Fri E Mass, Poondi Madha Retreat Centre
05 Sat M MARS Sports Meet Inauguration, De Nobili Mat. Hr.
Sec. School
M Vincentians Annual Meet, Gnanaolivupuram
E Felicitation & Prize Distribution
06 Sun M &556x1606s HMHHe Hmev DeVHEHIUI LOGIBLD, LOFHIEH]
08 Tue M Education Council Meeting
09 WedM Bylaws ofthe Laity Council Meet, St Pauls Seminary;,
Trichy
10 Thu M Day of Mourning, Periyakulam
12 Sat E Confirmation, K. Pudur
14 MonE Feast Mass, Kodaikanal
18 Fri M Social Service Society General Body Meeting,
Varusanadu
19 Sat M Jubilee Mass, Anna Nagar
20 Sun M Nuptial Blessing, Marambady
22 Tue M Correspondents’ Meeting
26 Sat M Nuptial Blessing, Gnanaolivupuram
27 Sun M Confirmation, Virudhunagar
29 Tue E FlagHoisting, Vadipatti

Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.
* Appointments are subject to change.

Transfers and Appointments
Munjika (PP& VF)- Rev. Fr. P Siluvai Michael Rgj
Raapaayam (PP) - Rev. Fr. A.Samuvel

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai
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~  Pope’s General Prayer Intention
Y2  For World Youth Day

We pray theWorld Youth Day in Lisbonwill help young people
to liveand witnessthe Gospel intheir ownlives.
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HAPPY FEAST

The Archbishop and the Archdiocesan Priests wish the following
religious Congregations serving in our Archdiocese,

a blessed Feast Day.

Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (CSSR) - 1" August

The Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Bon Secours (FBS) - 13" August

Seva Missionary Sisters of Mary (SMSM) - 12" August

Sisters of Charity of Saints Bartolomeo Capitanio and

Jincensa Gerosa (SCCG) - 24" August

Secular Institute, of Schoenstatt Fathers - 30 August
e W + Bugrwi AEGpraf vrdGens "
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L[Anniversary: Aug24

We, the presbyterium, therdigiousand thelaity of theArchdioceseof Madura
wish Your Grace a blessed Anniversary day on 24™ August, on your 9™
Anniversary of taking canonical possession of the Metropolitan See. May
the merciful God shower Hisabundance of blessings upon you to shepherd
thefaithful of two dioceses, Madurai and Kuzhithurai.

L[Happy Feast: Aug 04

DNL wishesall the diocesan fathersand parish priestsavery happy feast
day on the Feast of St. John MariaVianney, the Patron Saint of Diocesan
Priests. All thereverend fathers are exhorted to cel ebrate thisday fervently.
May our patron saint intercede for usto animate our parish communities

towardsHisKingdom!

L[M onthly Recollection

Monthly Recollectionwill beat theVicariatelevel. All the Reverend Vicars
Foranekindly do the needful for thisregular spiritual exercise.

L[Assumption and Independence: Aug 15

DNL wishesavery happy and Holy Feast of Assumption of Blessed Virgin
Mary. Aswe, Indians, cel ebrate our 76" Independence Day, let usthankfully
and proudly remember our freedom fightersand their sacrifices. We beseech
our mother to intercede for our country that values like Social, Secular,
Democratic and Republicaninscribed in our Congtitution be safeguardedin
special way, may the life and properties of the people of Manipur be
guaranteed.

L[Annual Clergy Retreat

Theannual clergy retreat isscheduled in the second week of September. It
beginson 10, Sunday evening and endson 15", Friday evening at PILLAR,
Nagamalai Pudukottai. Reverend fatherskindly note the datesand keep
yourselves available on those days.

[ 1locese of Madurai - O/




L[Accounting System

Five years have been completed after the introduction of computerized
account systemin our Archdiocese. All the reverend parish priestswho
have not yet get accustomed with the system are encouraged to beginthis
without fail. In case of any difficulties kindly contact the procurator’s office.

Congratulations and thanks to Rev. Fr. Yesu Karunanidhi for having
explained the Apostolic letter of Pope Francis““Desiderio Desiderovi’ on
the meaningful celebration of liturgy during the clergy Reunion July 2023.
Appriciationsto Rev. Fr. David Arockiam for hissharing about the growth
and development of MathaTV for the past 9 years.
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IDGHIMT LUWCBITHEES Fep® GFalT FRISBID

15.07.2023 Si6iipl oGHlen] LsVCHToHG Fepsd CFauT FmIbHIHe FMTLTH
SIGLILYSECHT  emL eul Lmyid Pusiiul iy oips Gosvmleneoll Lisiterfluiled 1ogluib
2.00 wenldb@ &evall eauenfFd Ferbd OBTewiLTLlUlL . Gsiaipralsd
LefTerll  oTewIaUT &H6iT, Hemevewlo UFflwiy, ueitedl S FFlwFHeT LOMBBID
SIHUYSCHTL 6w eul L TJLI  LIwlWmenTaHen &He0bdH  OBT6wIL 60T,  HeNeVenLD
o _emITBIIW (PHIHMeD PFFluly HmOG. TreguTesty STLOFTeYFled LI6wTL|SH6N,
Qewed L LB &6 Uyl aBGHHMIHHTI. GFWLNT HHewd HeH
Hemevenlou lemyuiey CuTL 19HeMed Geunnsl GLUIMM TemwIeN oTeaISHEHHE LITTTL(H
FaBleoTy. Hevalulledl (LPHBUISHHINID HBHSHID, GHLOHMSHEH6T HeeadL18ensEUIT(H
AmEbH CouswiBID 6T16IMILD Fnmleonmy. HHLOEG.CLTHLOFeva Hevgh ITLDHSHINTUIED
@eiiemmul gBUTHBemen QFUIH OBTHHSH Hemevenlo UFFUIHBE HeansIu|D,
Cumiysen LBIBHBB GLHMHHEDHHGH QUTDHHIGHEHID Fnpleorm. CFuleorr
Hhond HLINCWsL oBmId 2 FHall GFuisv] ervLmedsr Geumnsl CUMM LoTewT6
LomenTelbEThéb@  LIflFlemedl  6)LpMIb 601 SH61T.

15.07.2023 Si60iml &M LIVCHTHEG Fepsd CFaum FmibdHHlen FTILTH
Capadll QU LTT DivieleudHHe0 Hevall auenjsFdl FHeor ellpm Glbmesr T LIl L &|.
Capeull LomeUL L (HMISen6mILILITONT H(HLOE. 6160WLITerD FTET Heldh HHHHIENTUIED
STOJTT euyeomm UMM Fpisendullei cpeold IhSHHIMTHBHTT. 2 Hell CFuleorr
DL L6, [T6T HolGH HMevenoU|mTuUlled Eeirenmul  Fp6Uled  &Heva
elwrumyorsd el L&l 6IeiBID, GbHMHH6T Heoalullel (PSHEHUISHEHINID
SIbH BBH CouewiBd eldimID MW |BIHSH6TT. AFAFWT Hmlg. Caaluiy
FWBMS CPeOID “Felpd BHHGMU HTHGHID HHeN HeLaBGUI” 616018 FHeM6VLILN6ED
Hevalullell (pdhdlwbHg oD uBnsl 6ibHHIMTHHTT. Hewllell PFAFluwi] HmE.
greges HeamlwengCuimr® ellom  HenmeyBmE.

16.07.2023 9@l W M LOCHTHE gFepd BFeur FmidbsHDHle
DIGUYSCHTL ML Il LIT DisvialevdHHe0 enduled Luiilpsd Frermlsp
apmG eofprejd GuflLf 2 seal apEIGD PsWpaybd HoLCOUBBE.
alllpTeled Fmid OFwiev], 2 gHell OFUIevTEH6NT, DHLULSCHTL ML Lk HHHND
eTgg e, emGHuled LulerGmmy, CufiLy o sHel Casmflulsujsen LIBICHBMeny. OFuIeO]
HHmH HGH 2 mIuled mBHOHTIHE0 @eilenen HMMIBHOHTENT  H6NMED
TG 2 6hAHe0emeV HHIHOIBHTENT 6T6ILIGHI BUTEL DiewenalhLD mBHHOHTLH60
HMBH CouswiBID elediml Fnpleoimy. 2 Hall OFuIe0] DIHLLewl. JTeei &L Hd
OTHID  DIHULSCHTL WL LUGHUT60 LevHSH STHBmIL6T enlp  CUmdihaHale0
FhHHweumenll (pHa I Hmevell LGHUNL MbFH BHeT CFpld MLHHSHI
UBPlLD FRISSHHTEL (PIgHFH Diee] HFH 2 FHal aIpmIGHHEBTID 61631l FnnsleonTi.
QFweot HHMBHUID, LBIGHHMS 6I9FeT DUTHEHD RenenibH 2 Hellenul
QULDMIG BN HlemmbdH 2_6iTeNHEHTH LiwleToniseT 2 Hall GUBmIF OCFeTmei.

17.07.2023 9@  w&Hem] ULOCBHTHE gFepd BFeur  Fmisbs e
AUHHOGHMWI([H DHOTHSB] DVINIVSHHH60 oHWID 12.00 enildbd FTernlHLD
aPBIGL alllprT HoLUBBE. SeelpTalBg Fmie OCFwev] DI Li6wi.
SLIFBUWIed Hemevenlp HTHIHNT. allpTallsd Fmid OFulevr, FHienentdo\FUIeoTHer,
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omerd OHTewi(y Hipleued HmHG.cueiHT, mHuled LIUleICmTy LmIGHBM6]T.
SHHOG. auelHT HOH HHBHHMIUIL MHHUIL SHBBIHOBHTENTAUSHBE LIQLIL]
Cremauuileoemev jeud @HST60  Curgid, mHHOHTIHE0 o6t emm
BHBBIHOBHTERIL_T6L B L 1960[HHHI FIDLITHIHHEVTID 6160111 FnMl6oITT. 6NSHUIED
uuiBd FTaMis meudbdH mHulsd PFfuwigres Geusnevda@ GUTHEOTD sT6aIa)|LD,
mBHUIEL Gloadledl 6lThIG eIl L U Fwmemflid e 0sThdHadl  Wadler
QUTHIG QUTUILIL6TENGI 6ladTlend UBMBIULID 61(hHHIS Famlen]. GFUI0] Hhend
HGH Hmevewlo 2 _enJuiled @miE emHuled UUIBF  LUNETIB  DEMETRIHLD
OHTPeOHLITTS 6ueN] Couewi(HLD 6T6IIMID UTIDHSHISH FnmleuT]. SHmIcHOIHTemTL
6alGeurm pUflel Smiueld uBml Gl LMIbSTT. HMOEG. FRSHT Hedl
SiemiLeId LUBM uUSTHEHISOSHTEILTT. mHuled LUIBEF LoTeIaldHell HL 6GILDTIQ
waHIpallGHHea. emHuled LUBHSHG OHTLIHEIHS WTeal HHOG.
Owieol &I0lHE OFWe] Hhwd UflF eIpRISETT. 24 BUMBEG MBHUIED
LuiBs TS QIPMmISIEIT].

18.07.2023 oieoiml  oGHiem] UOCHTHE Fepd Baeumr  Fmiss e
OBTMLSHHTR60 I LT DVIHSHH0 QuiBensd UTHISTLL SHlerd
CaTemILTLLUl LS. R LGHHe0 OGFwe] HhHmsd SUfICwed, 2 gHel
OFWEOTHOIT DI(HL L6t JTQ6d LOMMID DL _Liswll eroL_medleir, CFTemevd @ mel
SIBHBLL 6T H(HLOG.CQTaHaIT HVIH HHBHHIMIUID RUIBeNS LITSHISTLIL
GBHSID, 2 _60F60 2 66N @eIGeITH 2 ulflenmhisEndH@GHID 2 6o CIGHTLTLIH6N
UBBIULILD DS BTSN GHBIHHID OHeley LUBHHT]. CFWIET HHendH
HNH 2 _myuiled RuiBendenul ChIFHGID LoNHen6veNUI OIFHTEIIL )JH6NT 618D
o WThHHNTHNMTS SHUILTTH6T 6I6iBID, 6l 1960 L FOFIQH6IT LD]JEHEH6MMBIH6N
QUENMTHEHAD, OBHIY wLBmeT  HMJHHD, FBBIFF LMD HTUIHIOWITS
MAUBHHAID  HBeoTFemen  FaMleniTy. QuIBend UTHIGTINL @bs  Loluled
BLOGI LIKIG 6660 6T6iILiengd LmIGHBM Sieneamaumd 2 pislowrpuineg 6B sH5His
O\ TEmTL_60T1] .
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26.07.2023 oieiml HTemev 11:30 ewlld@ gHien] LeLCHTHG &Fpsd
Coaum FHIBHHOT LITeN6NU! UL LT SsVIeN60SEHH0 nHuled LWlBe epedimmbd
SLL FTaipSlH euPEIGL ofllpr M@ibd HrarsrDd &L ST LSS
QT HeOL CUBBEL.  Fmin| semplimeny Cumfluiy (wewenau] SHHLOE.euFdaH6m
Cuwgmey & ImTUled w2 Held GUHHeT 2 HauTdlw aleld  uBmluyd
ageoTml UMl eleNdsld  HhHDHTT, MPHUID SHenevulled FImbHHeUTH6eNTH
(LPeTGaBMBID DMLl MHUIED LIUTTCBTHBE < BeoTFenen PRSI, 2 Hal
GFwevy SiHLLIewN  eroLTevledT Heoidhl 2 emyulled eurulliy Hlenl & @&W6uTCSH
SiFHemen  Fflwimer (pewmulled LWTLUBHSHHEH OBTeiTen CouewiBD 6163 LI 60
BTl CIm auTjHemdHodenen 61hHHId damlenty. Cuumdflwiy “o _&Hapioumenemuin
QUTELUTMI 616018 LISHHBHmSH Oeueluil_Lmy. engulsd LuiBd smbmis Osmeni_CHmh
BIBIHSH  allLTD6d, &l Lenoliursd QRenenibhd CFUOlGGD UPHHHMNSD
® (HAUTHEHAD, DITHF QUPIWLITE Sevald sndHuled Cloadlel GlLmeD < GeoTdFemen
QUIDMIGBLILIL_ L .
AGmeituamil. HOUTGUED, AFWIEDT

L6OFIDW 2 JWITLE) LaufldE

aflemie SpAflum vuind BdHSHIMIG

LID&LDWI & _emJWImL6d Lieooflé@(p &MMLied Lbglemy Lbmeul L LeTerfleerfled 2_errer

LI6D&LDWI 2 _emPWINL6D LDMevoTel SwisHs euplsmlle Spdflunsersd 15.7.2023
Sleorm 6mMledl GedifemeoLiueTell SlpmiessHHed @dp mreT LWind euGLiy
HEOLOUDDEI. SrhB&LD6) LDemDLDMEUL L (P&HITemLD&IH CUIHeTSHHens gD
__ erT@pmevofipen, seveflll LI6oofl s & (L
jl QFWedIT SiheTueoofl. egmuierv LDOHMILD
N apmied ewLfe uertell Hmemment
i SldpeTUerol. SlemL&&Heorneg SLB@wimT
H6m6D6m LD U 6D HEOLELDMDE.
&l (1p5HETENID G Slauiser LulHAenul
Bl osTLmSemeusgs — Shdflwunsener
&% | sumps Pl Cudleotniise.
Bmsd ermmissEevor ShLAMwIT Sb.
erGpmevofipev Sleunser SpAfwTesErsE LWIDF euGLY HLSHSEOTNTEHET.
Slperuesofl. umedlIflGLm Steurrser GueEEaT FLLLD LUDMIWLD, FeLps ShITEUEDT H(b.
LDMMEDT Sleurser Swipems UTHSILULY 2031661 @ Gsmye I ummiw
eNlen&&LD6MSHMTHET.

Suuuinfuied euflanily ShsMlwuneser 60 BUMTHEHLD, LI600NES G LD
2_miLnlevrnaeT 20 [BLIMSEIBLD &H60IHSICIGTE00TL 60T, ol L SH60E LI6DofeHE (LD 61&UIeDIT
OI(H6ITLIE00f. GILIEOTIEEL. LITEOTLIM6N Sl6UMTEH6IT 6(HIRIB60600THSIT.

20.07.2023 Sleotn 2 MILNIETT&HET dal LD HemLOUDDS. LeTefbensd
OFeTn ShsHeVL WIHHHOBHHE BWEs UGLLSBET [HLHHI6USH 6760
SrLSIL UL GBeTerngl. - E\FWeDIT
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PRISON MINISTRY INDIA- MADURAI UNIT

SOWER OF LOVE -AN ALTRUISTIC AT HEART-
ST.MAXIMILLIAN MARIA KOLBE -14-08- 2023

“ The life of this one man alone can be proof of the fact that the
loveof God canovercome the greatest hatred, the greatest injustice and
even death itself”. These words of the Polish Bishops encapsulate the
greatnessof saint Maximillian Kolbe, an epitome of self-givinglove. On
14" August, the Church commemorates theentry of hissoul into heavenly
abode asthereward for his heroic deed in empathizing with his fellow
prisoner. He was born in Poland on January 8, 1894 to a poor yet very
pious parentsengaged in weavingto feed their 5 children. Theloving care
of his mother impacted theyoung Maximillianto grow infear of Godand a
specia devotionto Mother Mary. Hewas ordained as aFranciscan priest
in 1918 in Rome. He began to publish a monthly Review ‘the Knight of the
Immaculate’ in Krakow which reached an incredible circulation of 7,50,000
per month. In 1930 hetravelled to Asiafounded friariesin Nagasaki,Japan
andinKeraa,India. Theoutbreak of the WorldWar Il changed everything
in Poland. Fr.Maximillian and 48 other priests werearrested and released
after 3 months. But persecution of the Catholic churchintensified in Poland
and Maximillian with 4 other companions were arrested in February
1941.They weretransferred toforced labour and extermination camp
complex of Aushwitz-Birkenau where they worked with other
prisoners,chiefly at carryinglogs. Maximillian carriedon his priestly misson
in the prison hearing Confession and celebrating the Lord’s Supper with
the bread and wine smuggled in for the purpose. In July a fellow
prisoner escaped from the block hence the guards chose 10 prisoners
including a Sergeant Francis to be starved to deathinreprisal. When the
Sergeant cried indismay, Maximillian stepped forward and offered himself
in Sergeant ‘s place to die. A heroic offer of self annihilation to save a
fellow prisoner and to bear witnessto his Master. Maximillian and the
other 9 were left ina largecell to starve. After 2 weeks the only four
who were alive (including Maximillian who was fully conscious) were
killedwith carbolic acid injections on 14" August 1941.

Pope John Paul 11 beatified this ‘Polish Hero’ and canonized him
after 11 years. St.Maximillian Kolbe inspires us the prison volunteers
to search his footsteps and live a life worthy of His calling to
empathize with the incarcerated. We enter the portals of prisons i.e




Central Prison Madurai for women and men, sub-jails in Usilai, Mdlur,
Thirumangaam, Nilakottal, Uthamapa ayam,Virudhunagar,Srivilliputtur and
Theni. Our primary concern is to help every inmate of prison to
encounter Christ as the merciful God, get reconciled with God, himself
and the other, ingtill hope, look beyond every stark redlity the silverline
God provides for sdf transformation. Reform, release and rehabilitation
are the process through which every brother and sister who are
stranded behind the bars as convicted, under trials and
remanded.Through persona counseling, family contact, pursuing their
cases, educating them and their children we journey along for their
better future. We reach out these vulnerable people to stand firm in
life with all dignity to reclaim their self-worth to enter into the
mainstream. We counsel the released ones to face the social stigma,
healing the stifling emotional blocs and extend financia support to earn
their livelihood. Once who were liable within four walls after their
release are generous contributors in the society with all human
dignity. | personally am feeling responsive and responsible to the one
who is bruised and lying on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. | am
convinced as a caring Samaritan to cross al barriers ( caste,creed,
status) his past, emotional imbalance due to anger, vengeance, guilt and
stubbornness. We try to reach out to pick up thedevastated, strayed
yet stubborn sheep. The acid test issometimes it takes little long time
to observe the transformation of heart and we pray continualy, learnt
to be patient and empathetic. Convict’s wife and his children are
followed to cope with devastating stressftul moments. May St. Maximillian
inspireus to be more humane and altruistic at heart.

As we celebrate the Feast day of the patron Saint Maximillian
Kolbe on 14™ August we implore God’s grace through his intercession
to use us as simple instrument in this frontline ministry. We ever
remain grateful to our beloved Archbishop Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy
for his guidance and support, all the parish priests for their prayer and
conspicuous financial help, all religious brothers and sisters for their
consistent help and to my volunteers | extend my grateful appreciation
for their total commitment in prison ministry. | thank the laity for
lending hands in this noble mission. May God blessyou all.

HAPPY FEAST DAY OF ST.MAXIMILLIAN KOLBE !!!
SR. FATIMA ANTONY SJL
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION
1% September 2023
Dear brothers and sisters!

“Let Justice and Peace Flow” is the theme of this year’s ecumenical
Season of Creation, inspired by the words of the prophet Amos: “Let justice
flow on like ariver, righteousness like a never-failing stream” (5:24).

The evocativeimage used by Amos speaksto us of what God desires.
God wants justice to reign; it is as essential to our life as God’s children
made in hislikeness aswater isessential for our physical survival. This
justice must flow forth wherever it is needed, neither remaining hidden
deep beneath the ground nor vanishing likewater that evaporatesbeforeit
can bring sustenance. God wants everyone to strive to be just in every
situation, to live according to hislaws and thusto enablelifeto flourish.
When we “seek first the kingdom of God” (Mt 6:33), maintaining a right
relationship with God, humanity and nature, then justice and peace can flow
like a never-failing stream of pure water, nourishing humanity and all
creatures.

Onabeautiful summer day in July 2022, during my pilgrimageto Canada,
| reflected onthison the shoresof Lac Ste. AnneinAlberta. That |ake has
been a place of pilgrimage for many generations of indigenous people.
Surrounded by the beating of drums, | thought: “How many hearts have
come here with anxious longing, weighed down by life’s burdens, and found
by these waters consolation and strength to carry on! Here, immersed in
creation, we can al so sense another beating: the maternal heartbeat of the
earth. Just asthe hearts of babiesinthewomb beat in harmony with those
of their mothers, soin order to grow as peopl e, we need to harmonize our
own rhythms of life with those of creation, which gives us life”.

During this Season of Creation, let usdwell on those heartbeats:. our
own and those of our mothers and grandmothers, the heartbeat of creation
and the heartbeat of God. Today they do not beat in harmony; they are not
harmonized in justice and peace. Too many of our brothersand sistersare
prevented from drinking from that mighty river. Let us heed our call to
stand with thevictimsof environmenta and climateinjustice, and to put an
end to the sensel esswar against creation.

Theeffectsof thiswar can be seeninthe many riversthat aredrying
up. Benedict XVI once observed that: “the external deserts in the world
are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast”.
Consumerist greed, fuelled by selfish hearts, is disrupting the planet’s water

To be Continued on Page No.28
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Do not try to please everybody.
Try to please God, the angels and the saints -
they are your public.
) - . John Maria Vianney
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f SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 24.07.2023 )
S, Holy Hunger | Good | Vocation
No.| PaishName Childhood ng;;; Di%gse Friday | Sunday

12/02/23 06/04/23 |07/04/23 | 30/04/23
1 | A.Nathampatti
2 | Alankulam 500 500 3500 3000 300
3 | Ammapatty 500 500 5000 | 5000 500
4 | Anjal Nagar 2000 2000 | 78420 41110| 1500
5 | Anna Nagar 4000 4000
6 | Aruppukottai 800 800 | 11600 4400 800
7 | Ayravathanallur 10000 50000 | 15000
8 | Bastin Nagar 16000 10000 | 115000 | 55000 5000
9 | Batlagundu 21030 6040 | 52710 21400| 6040
10 | Bibikulam 5200 2100 50250 | 11150 2500
11 | Bodinayakanur 500 500 6000 3000 500
12 | Chinnamanur
13 | Cumbum 2000 20000 5000
14 | Devadanam 1500 1000 7860
15 | Ellis Nagar 9200 8200 | 71700 | 22600 9100
16 | Gnanaolivupuram 21586| 12170 | 140000 [ 52000 | 12000
17 | Hanumanthanpatty 2050 2100 | 44400 5400 2450
18 | Holy Rosary Church 6,000 3000 | 30000| 10000 2000
19 | lyyampalayam 600 600 9000 5000 600
20 | K. Pudur 13750 7560 | 106480 | 100680 3460
21 | Kadachanendal 2600 2100 | 41000 | 22000
22 | Kadamalaikundu 6000 4000 500
23 | Kalladipatti 600 600 750 800 550
24 | Kariapatty 1000 1000 4000 | 2000( 1000
25 | Karumathur 1720 750 3400 6100 600
26 | Kavirayapuram 2300 1800 | 17130| 15220| 2200
27 | Kottur 11320 2400 25000 4500 2030
28 | Lourdupuram 600 500
29 | Megamalai 200 200 300 300
30 | Mangalamkombu 500 500 5000 3500 500
31 | M. Meenatchiapuram 1000 500 | 14500 3500 500
32 | Mathankovilpatti
33 | Marianus Nagar 1000 1000 15000 5000 1000
34 | Meenampatti 1500 1500 | 10000 5000

EQS Melur 3700[ 1150 | 56665 | 18881 1200/i
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a SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 24.07.2023 \
Hol Hunger | Good |Vocation
NSO, Parish Name Childhood ng;;ge Disoree Friday |Sunday
12/02/23 06/04/23 | 07/04/23 |30/04/23
36 | Melakovilpatti 2500 600 6000 2500 700
37 | Michaelpalayam
38 | Munjikkal 12000 500 | 80100 | 14800| 2040
39 | Murugathuranpatti 5347 1300 41267 5489 673
40 | Nagamalai 35000 2000 | 98000 | 22000| 2000
41| Nakkaneri 1000 500 14880 3296
42 | Nilakottai 500 300 | 20150 1000 500
43 | Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR) 2000 2000 10000 5000| 1000
44 | Othaiyal 1000 1000 7000 2000
45 | Packiapuram 2500 2000 | 50000 10000| 2000
46 | Packianathapuram 2010 1980 | 40090 4950 1930
47 | Palanganatham 10500 9500 |165000| 40000 10100
48 | Pandian Nagar 1100 1400 12176 5824 1400
49 | Periyakulam 3000 4200 12000 9000| 4000
50 | Perumalmalai 500 500 14000 3000 500
51| R.R. Nagar 800 800 8500 2500 800
52 | Railway Colony 1000 1000 12000 8000| 1500
53 | Rajapalayam 2000 2000 | 81450 | 14770| 2000
54 | Rayappanpatti 2200 2400 | 34000 | 38000| 2800
55| Rayapuram 3040 4050 2060
56 | Samayanallur 12200
57 | Sattur 500 500 6500 7300| 1000
58 | Shenbaganur 1500 1500 18324 | 22802| 2000
59| Sengole Nagar
60 | Sempatti Mission 700 1600
61 | Silukkuvarpatty 7935 2242 16224 | 15620| 2400
62 | Sivakasi 8500 6300 | 51079 | 37617| 8666
63 | Srivilliputhur
64 | St. Mary’s Cathedral 8000 4000 | 41000| 37000| 4000
65 | Sundaranatchiapuram| 14750 1000 9000 8000| 1000
66 | T. Sindalacherry 3000 1500 | 21800 | 13200 3000
67 | T. Vadipatti Shrine 1000 1000 9000 | 20800| 1000
68 | Theni 3000 3000 3000 10000| 3000
69 | Thirumangalam 11251 3000 15000 11420| 7684

E 70 | Thirunagar 5100 4800 | 30400 24600 4950%
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- SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 24.07.2023 )
st. Peter’s|Commu-| Prision | Bible |Mission |African|Peter the Opus Gomno
Pence n'gat'on Ministry| Sunday | Sunday [MissionfApostie | 515 q India
02/07/23 Qn/n§¥9Q 06/08/23|24/09/23| 22/10/23 |05/11/23]| 26/11/23 10/12/23

2040 | 6000
1000 1000

2000
12500
1000 1000
2500 | 2500
2000 | 2000
8600 | 7400
1000
1500
5867 | 4035
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" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 24.07.2023 )

Hol Hunger | Good |Vocation
NSO. Parish Name Childhood ngys;e Diseoce Friday | Sunday
12/02/23 06/04/23 | 07/04/23 |30/04/23
71 | Thiruthangal 5000 5000| 30000f 12000 3000
72 | Thummuchinampatty 2100 3200 1500
73 | Ugarthe Nagar 2000 1500 | 17550] 17550 2000
74 | Usilampatti 10302 1500 | 45301 8848 2100
75 | Uthamapalayam 1500 1500 5000 5000 1500
76 | Virudhunagar 12203] 10432 | 128857| 64917 11804
77 | Vadapatti Mission
78 | W. Pudupatti 1000 1000 4000 3500 1000
79 | Y. Othakadai 3760 1520 | 12827] 16509 2560
St. Pius X Seminary,Mdu 3066
Total 347854 160344 (2175296( 992373 | 153437

KANI (SeminariansFund)

Opening Balance as on 24.06.2023

Fr. Parish Priest, Kadachanendal

Fr. Parish Priest, Bastin Nagar

Fr. Parish Priest, Rajapalayam

The Principal, Fatima College, Madurai

Fr. Parish Priest, Othakadai

Bro. Joshuva David, Periyakulam

St. Antony’s College of Arts & Science for Women,
Thamaraipadi

The Secretary, Auxilium Arts & Science College for Women,
Chittampatti

Parishioners, Bastin Nagar

Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca, Madurai

Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur

20,81,530.72
41,000.00
25,000.00
10,800.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00

10,000.00

10,000.00
8,700.00
5,000.00
3,000.00

Add: Bank Interest - 12,460

Closing Balance as on 24.07.2023

22,25,030.72
12,460.00

22,37,490.72

Cash in Hand - 10,000.00
Cash atBank - 22,27,490.72

\ _ Total 22,37,490.72
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a SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 24.07.2023 )

st. Peter’s|Commu-| Prision [ Bible [Mission Africa;‘Pe:erthe Opus Grmuo

nication | Mini iss India
Pence Ministry| Sunday | Sunday [MissionApostle| /15

02/07/23 Qn%@,/,q 06/08/23 | 24/09/23 | 22/10/23 [05/11/23[26/11/23 10/12/23

1000| 1000

46427 | 29935

Contribution by Fr. Paul Britto through hisMissionin Germany for
the Construction of Presbytery and St. Joseph’s Primary School in
Samayanallur - Rs. 17, 00,000/-
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Collection as on 24.07.2023 39,27,855.58
Adonation Sanday
August % September
06 Usilampatty e~ (03 Theni
13 A.Nathampatty NS 10 SengoleNagar
20 Y. Othakkadal 17 Melur
27  Karumathur 24 Pudur
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Continuation from Page No.14

cycle. The unrestrained burning of fossil fuels and the destruction of
forests are pushing temperatures higher and leading to massive droughts.
Alarming water shortagesincreasingly affect both small rural communities
and large metropolises. Moreover, predatory industries are depleting and
polluting our freshwater sourcesthrough extreme practicessuch asfracking
for oil and gasextraction, unchecked mega-mining projects, and intensive
animal farming. “Sister Water”, in the words of Saint Francis of Assisi, is
pillaged and turned into “a commodity subject to the laws of the market”
( Laudato S’, 30).

The United Nations I ntergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has
stated that acting now with greater urgency meansthat wewill not missour
chance to create a more sustainable and just world. We can and we must
prevent the worst from happening. “Truly, much can be done” (ibid., 180),
provided wecometogether like so many streams, brooksand rivulets, merging
finaly inamighty river toirrigatethelife of our marvellous planet and our
human family for generationsto come. So let usjoin hands and take bold
steps to “Let Justice and Peace Flow” throughout our world.

How can we contributeto the mighty river of justice and peaceinthis
Season of Creation?What can we, particularly as Christian communities,
do to heal our common home so that it can once again teemwith life? We
must do this by resolving to transform our hearts, our lifestyles, and the
public policiesruling our societies.

First, let usjoin the mighty river by transforming our hearts. Thisis
essential for any other transformation to occur; it is that “ecological
conversion” which Saint John Paul Il encouraged us to embrace: the
renewal of our relationship with creation so that we no longer seeit asan
object to be exploited but cherish it instead as a sacred gift from our
Creator. Furthermore, we should redlize that anintegral approach to respect
for theenvironment involvesfour relationships: with God, with our brothers
and sisters of today and tomorrow, with all of nature, and with ourselves.

Astothefirst of theserelationships, Pope Benedict XV 1 spoke of the
urgent need to recogni zethat creation and redemption areinseparably linked:
“The Redeemer is the Creator and if we do not proclaim God in his full
grandeur —as Creator and as Redeemer — we also diminish the value of the
redemption”. Creation refers both to God’s mysterious, magnificent act of
creating thismajestic, beautiful planet and universeout of nothing andtothe
continuing result of that act, which we experience asan inexhaustible gift.
During the liturgy and personal prayer in “the great cathedral of
creation”, let us recall the great Artist who creates such beauty, and reflect
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onthe mystery of that loving decision to create the cosmos.

Second, let usadd to theflow of thismighty river by transforming our
lifestyles. Starting from grateful wonder at the Creator and hiscreation, let
us repent of our “ecological sins”, as my brother, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, has urged. These sinsharm theworld of nature and our fel-
low men and women. With the help of God’s grace, let us adopt lifestyles
marked by |esswaste and unnecessary consumption, especially wherethe
processesof production aretoxic and unsustainable. Let usbeasmindful as
we can about our habits and economic decisions so that all can thrive —our
fellow men and women wherever they may be, and future generations as
well. Let us cooperate in God’s ongoing creation through positive choices:
using resourceswith moderation and ajoyful sobriety, disposing and recy-
cling waste, and making greater use of available products and servicesthat
areenvironmentally and socialy responsible.

L astly, for the mighty river to continue flowing, we must transformthe
public policiesthat govern our societiesand shapethelivesof young people
today and tomorrow. Economic policiesthat promote scandal ouswealth for
aprivileged few and degrading conditionsfor many others, spell theend of
peace and justice. It is clear that the richer nations have contracted an
“ecological debt” that must be paid (cf. Laudato Si’, 51). The world leaders
who will gather for the COP28 summit in Dubai from 30 November to 12
December next must listen to science and institute arapid and equitable
trangtionto end theeraof fossil fuel. According to the commitmentsunder-
taken in the Paris Agreement to restrain global warming, it is absurd to
permit the continued exploration and expansion of fossi| fuel infrastructures.
L et usraise our voicesto halt thisinjustice towardsthe poor and towards
our children, who will bear theworst effects of climate change. | appeal to
all peopleof good will to act in conformity with these perspectives on soci-
ety and nature.

Another parallel perspective has to do with the Catholic Church’s com-
mitment to synodality. Thisyear, the closing of the Season of Creationon 4
October, thefeast of Saint Francisof Assisi, will coincidewith the opening
of the Synod on Synodality. Likeriversin nature, fed by myriad tiny brooks
and larger streamsand rivulets, the synodal processthat began in October
2021 invitesall those who take part on apersona or community level, to
coalesceinamajesticriver of reflection and renewal. The entire People of
Godisbeinginvited to animmersivejourney of synodal dialogueand con-
version.

Sotoo, likeariver basin with itsmany tiny and larger tributaries, the
Churchisacommunion of countlesslocal Churches, religiouscommunities
I
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and associationsthat draw from the same shared waters. Each source adds
itsunigue and irreplaceable contribution, until al flow together into the vast
ocean of God’s loving mercy. In the same way that a river is a source of life
for its surroundings, our synodal Church must be a source of life for our
common homeand all itsinhabitants. Inthe sameway that ariver giveslife
to all kinds of animal and plant life, asynodal Church must give life by
sowing justiceand peacein every placeit reaches.

In Canada, in July 2022, | spoke of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus
brought healing and consolation to many people and proclaimed “a revolu-
tion of love”. Lac Ste. Anne, I learned, is also a place of healing, consolation
and love, a place that “reminds us that fraternity is genuine if it unites those
who arefar apart, [and] that the message of unity that heaven sendsdown
to earth does not fear differences, but invitesusto fellowship, acommunion
of differences, in order to start afresh together, becauseweareall pilgrims
onajourney”.

Inthis Season of Creation, asfollowersof Christ on our shared synodal
journey, let uslive, work and pray that our common homewill teemwithlife
once again. May the Holy Spirit once more hover over thewatersand guide
our efforts to “renew the face of the earth” (cf. Ps 104:30).

FRANCIS- Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 May 2023
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Fr. S. Peter Kulandai 02.08.2015
Fr. VdentineDiaz 06.08.1971
Fr. Joseph Xavier 08.08.1981
Fr. Sebastian 09.08.1991
Fr. MariaRg 15.08.2020

Fr. ArulanandamV.D. 29.08.1991
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Fr. Arul A.
04.08.1956

Fr. Prince Amala

Jesu Raja J.
16.08.1981

&

. i
Fr. Amalraj A.
13.08.1961

Fr. Ignatius Stalin A.

16.08.1990

Fr. Gnanapragasam S.

26.08.1958

Fr. Lawrence S.
29.08.1979

Fr. Anandam L.

15.08.1958

Fr. Cyprian S.
19.08.1956

Fr. Joachim I.
16.08.1968

Fr. Sahaya Ambrose Raja
20.08.1971

Fr. Edwin Sahayaraja
30.08.1966
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