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Y our Loving Archbishop,

(+Most Rev.  Antony Pappusamy)

M � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 	

In the Book of Genesis we read, “God

created human being in his own image. In the

image of God he created them; male and female

he created them” (Gen 1:27). This verse wants

us realize that God has called us for a noble

vocation and we are called to be God-like and

reflect him in our day-to-day life. We must bring

to our mind that our destiny is to be aware of our

God-likeness.

This divine-likeness can be blemished by our sinfulness and our

turning away from God seeking worldly pleasures and comforts. We

will also tarnish our God-likeness by our indifferent attitude to the

hungry, sick, and the abandoned. By turning away from God we, of

course, betray our destiny to be God-like and reject this great privilege

and responsibility to act in a God-like manner.

But to live up to our destiny as God-like we must in our life be

loving, merciful, serving others, and respond to the cry of the needy.

There are also various other ways by which we manifest our God-

likeness such as by showing our sympathy for the people in sorrow

and distress and wipe away the tears of the people in agony. By

being useful to others we implement our privilege and responsibility

to act in a God-like manner.

Every day of our life is a challenge to live the God-likeness in us.

Every day is an opportunity to overcome the hindrances that prevent

us from mirroring forth of the God-likeness in us. Every day is an

invitation extended to us by God to be like him by manifesting the

divine in us.

Let us take this opportunity to realize in us the divineness and

pursue to be truthful and good through which God will be manifested

in and through us to others.

May the Joy of Christmas be with you all!

The Voice of the PastorThe Voice of the PastorThe Voice of the PastorThe Voice of the PastorThe Voice of the Pastor
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Jwtw¤jhU¡F« ïiwk¡fS¡F« vdJ thœ¤JfS«, b#g§fS«.
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following religious congregations, serving in our
Archdiocese, a blessed Feast Day.

' ( ) * ( + , - . / 0 0 ( 1 2 3 ( 4 5 6 - + 1 5 7 4 * - + - 8th December

Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (MMI) - 8th December

Society of African Missions (SMA) - 8th December

Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI) - 8th December

Salesian Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (SMMI)- 8th December

Secular Institute of Oblate Missionaries of Mary

Immaculate (OMI) - 8th December

Congregation of Immaculate Conception (CIC) - 8th December

Daughters of Mary Immaculate (DMI) - 8th December

Daughters of Mary of Leuca (DML) - 8th December

Brothers of the Holy Family (FSF)   -30th December

Holy Family of Bordeaux (HFB)  -30th December

Sisters of the Holy Family of Spoleto (HSF)  -30th December
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9 : Fri M Pastoral Care for the Nomads, NPC, Madurai

E Apostolic Carmel Convent Inauguration,

Kavirayapuram

02 Sat M Chapel Blessing, Paatakulam, Srivilliputtur

04 Mon M St. Paul’s Project Committee Meet, K. Pudur

05 Tue M Varusanadu Social Service Society Meet, K. Pudur

06 Wed M Nuptial Blessing, Kaatu Aranthangi

08 Fri M Feast Mass, CIC Generalate, Madurai

M Feast Mass, Leuca Convent, Moondrumavadi

E Eucharistic Adoration, CIC Provincialate, Madurai

09 Sat M Final Profession, Holy Family Sisters of Spoleto,

New Ellis Nagar

E United Carols, Noyes School, Madurai

12 Tue M Monthly Recollection, Madurai

16 Sat E BC / MBC / DNC Scholarships Grant

E ; < = > ? @ B > ? C D E > B @ B =  Inauguration

17 Sun E Christmas Celebrations, Evang. Commission,

NPC, Madurai

19 Tue M CIC Sisters’ Golden Jubilee Celebrations, Nirmala

School, Madurai

20 Wed E Christmas Celebrations, NPC, Madurai

21 Thu M Christmas Celebrations, MMSSS, Madurai

22 Fri M Archdiocesan Priests-Religious Meet

24 Sun Christmas Vigil Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Madurai

25 Mon M Visit to the Homes for the Aged

26 Tue M Seminarians’ Meet

E KANI Sponsors’ Meet, NPC, Madurai

27 Wed M First Holy Communion, Anna Nagar

28 Thu E Church Consecration, Christ the King Parish,

Sengole Nagar

31 Sun M Confirmation, Christ the King Parish,

Sengole Nagar

New Year Vigil Mass, Lourdes’ Church, K. Pudur

J F G I F K L N O P Q

01 Mon Grace Day, Archbishop’s House, K. Pudur

02 Tue Church Consecration, Coimbatore

05 Fri M Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, ICM School,

Srivilliputtur

07 Sun M First Holy Communion, Sengole Nagar

Pope’s General  Intention for December 2017:

The Elderly.

That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian

communities, may apply their wisdom and experience to spreading the

faith and forming the new generations.

nguhaÇ‹ ï«khj b#g¡fU¤J

µ thœÉ‹ khiy¥bghGâš ïU¡F« Kânah®,

nehí‰nwh® “e«ã¡if” v‹D« itfiw fhz. . .

µ kÅj cÇikfŸ fh¡f¥gl, kâ¡f¥gl . . .

µ Ô©lhik xÊa, jÈ¤ k¡fË‹ ÉLjiy¡fhf . . .

R Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at

S U 1 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.
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Fathers, Sisters and Brothers who are

ministering in our Archdiocese, a Joyous

Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2018. May

the good Lord bless you all and fill you all with

his divine Joy and Love. Be assured of my loving

prayers for you at these two vigil celebrations.

May I also exhort each one of you to celebrate

these two great events together with your people

joyfully both in Parishes and Institutions. May the Lord be born at each

one of our Parishes and Institutions during the New year 2018.

                                                 - Most Rev.  Antony Pappusamy

2.  The ARCHDIOCESAN CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

will be held on 22nd December,Friday at NPC as last

year. The Archbishop invites all the Diocesan Priests

and the Religious – both men and women, ministering

in the Archdiocese to participate at this Annual

Family Get-Together which will begin at 10:30 am.,

at Nobili Pastoral Center. Kindly communicate the

number of the participants of your community to the Director, NPC. No:

9943216050.

3. The monthly Recollection, December will be held at Bishop’s house,

at 10.30 am, on 12th inst.

4. The Anniversary of the Dedication of our

Cathedral Church falls on 16th

n o p q r Thursday. It

is to be celebrated as a Feast throughout the

Archdiocese. Availing this opportunity the parish

priests are requested to recall to the faithful, the

role of the Bishop and the importance of Bishop’s

Chair at the Cathedral.

5. Vediar Irudayaraj is willing and ready to do any Catechetical, Spiritual

 or Preparatory Ministries in your parish. He will be

preparing the children for First Holy Communion,

Confirmation etc., young people for marriage and will

assist the Parish Priest in whatever ministries you direct.

If you need his service kindly

contact me.      - Vicar General.

6. Collection for Opus Securitatis Fund falls

on first Advent Sunday, 3rdinst. Kindly procure a

good collection and remit it to Procurator’s office.

7. Congratulations to Fr. Benedict Ambrose

Raj, the Vicar Forane of Virudunagar and the

Former Parish Priest of B.B. Kulam for the construction and renovation

of a beautiful parochial church at B.B. Kulam, constructed within a limited

space.

8. Condolences: DNL expresses its deep

condolences for the demise of Fr. S. Rosario who

passed away on 30th October 2017 after a period

of nineteen years of priestly ministry in our

Archdiocese. The Funeral Mass was celebrated at 3.00 pm., on the same

day, by our Archbishop, Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy together with Fr.

Vianney, the priest-brother of Fr. Rosario and a large number of

presbyterium and priests from Tanjore diocese and other dioceses. May

the soul of Fr. Rosario rest in peace.

9. Extraordinary Mission Month, Oct. 2019:  Pope Francis has

announced that the Universal Church will celebrate an ‘Extraordinary

Mission Month’, in October 2019 which is the centenary year of the

Apostolic Letter “ Maximum Illud” promulgated by Pope Benedict XV.

Pope has expressed that this extraordinary year will create increased

awareness on ‘missio ad gentes’ and will rekindle the missionary activities

of the Church.

10. Sr. Rani Maria was beatified on Nov. 4th 2017.

An article on the sanctity of Bl. Rani Maria has been

published in this issue.
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The Servant of God Regina Maria Vattalil (née

Maria Vattalil),professed sister of the Franciscan

Clarist Congregation, will be beatified in Indore,

India, on 4 November. This young Franciscan nun

dedicated her missionary life to concretely sharing

the ever glowing flame of Christian faith with the

poor in order to enlighten the dark areas of the remotest villages of north

India. Her presence itself was an eloquent proclamation of the power of

the Word of God and of the closeness of the loving presence of God.

Rani Maria, known as Marykunj (Little Mary) to her family,

was born on 29 January 1954, to   Eleeswa and PailyVattalil, the second

daughter of seven children. Pulluvazhy, her birthplace in the Ernakulam

district of Kerala state in India, was remote village consisting of both

traditional Christian and non Christian families. Her parents and family

members were traditionally rooted in the  Christian faith. Saint Thomas

Parish Church, belonging to the Syro- Malabar rite, was the centre of

the faith for parishioners.

Her parents worked hard in the fields to feed and take care of

their children, God’s greatest gifts to them. The family prayer at the end

of the day was a moment when the entire family gathered before the

images of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and of the Blessed Virgin Mary to

raise their hearts to God. Marykunj never failed to be present there and

often led the daily family prayer. Besides attending daily

Mass, she was also a member of Marian Sodality which

was very active within the parish. Her parents taught

her to love the poor and the regular workers in the fields.

Rani Maria’s selfless dedication in the remotest villages

of central and northern India can be traced back to

these lessons. It is of no doubt that the God-fearing and

loving parents of the newly Blessed and their exemplary

life played a great role in sowing and nurturing her ardent

desire to offer herself courageously to the service of

the Lord, even to the point of becoming a martyr of � � � � � � � � � � � � � .

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

in Kidangoor on 3 July 1972, and made her

first profession on 1 May 1974, at the age of

20. With an ardent wish to be a missionary

witness to the poor, the young nun was happy

when asked to go to the Bijnor  Mission in Uttar

Pradesh in December 1975, just one year after

her religious profession.  She served different mission areas in a short

span of time, all with her unique and creative ways of witnessing to the

Lord. For eight years she lived and worked in the Diocese of Bijnor,

where she found her own way to fulfill  her mission, engaging in the

specific apostolate of uplifting the poor and the marginalized. For the

next nine years (1983-92), she was  coordinator of the social apostolate

of the Diocese of Satna, in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh,

organizing educational programs for  children, young people and the aged,

and working for the empowerment of the � � � � � � � � (indigenous people).

Her works attracted many to embrace Christianity.

Her final phase of missionary life was in the Diocese of Indore

in the same state, from 1992-95. Here she came to be called by her

admirers as Indore Rani (Queen of Indore). It was here that she became

an enemy of the landlords who were exploiting poor workers, and of the

money lenders who were extorting the income of the people in the form

of exaggerated interest rates. Maria Rani sought earnestly to make the

exploited conscious of  their rights, by organizing study classes and forming

self-help  groups. The programmes and services that she carried out

were a true fulfillment of her prophetic mission toward the poor. It gave

the exploited hope for a better future,

as they fought for justice from their

oppressors. Rani Maria argued in

favour of those who were unjustly

imprisoned and consoled them.

All these works  infuriated the exploiters, as they challenged

their vested interests.But she never stepped back from her initiatives in

spite of their threats.  While travelling by bus to Indore on 25 February

1995, fellow travellers witnessed the merciless attack on the nun by

Samundher  Singh, who had been hired by the exploiters. Sr Rani Maria
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life of bearing witness to Jesus Christ. Her martyrdom can be called

“martyrdom for the social  cause of the Church”, as it arose from her

fight for the dignity and rights of the human person, created in the image

of God.

Through the attention of the late Carmelite Fr Michael

Porathukara, Singh  repented his brutal acts and was ready to do penance

and lead a good life if released from prison. Later, Michael’s suggestion,

Rani Maria’s own blood sister Selmi, who belonged to the same province

of the Franciscan Clarist Congregation as her sister, voluntarily visited

Singh and forgave him. Rani Maria’s mother

and  brother Stephen Vattalil also visited

Singh in prison and assured him of their

forgiveness. Together with the Franciscan

sisters and Fr Michael, the family

approached the civil authorities to request

Singh’s release from confinement.He was

freed in August 2006 and now leads a simple

life.

A still greater act of forgiveness

stunned the whole world, whenSingh

was heartily welcomed into Rani Maria’s

native family, in Pulluvazhy on 13

January 2007. Accompanied by Fr Michael, Singh arrived at Rani Maria’s

family home and fell prostrate at the feet of her mother and ailing father,

asking for pardon. Her mother Eleeswa embraced Samunder and with

motherly tenderness kissed his hands, which had once been stained with

the blood of her own daughter. Fr Michael’s suggestion, Rani Maria’s

own blood sister Selmi, who belonged to the same province of the

Franciscan Clarist Congregation as her sister, voluntarily visited Singh

and forgave him. Rani Maria’s mother and brother Stephen Vattalil also

visited Singh in prison and assured  him of their forgiveness.

Together with the Franciscan sisters and Fr Michael, the family

approached the civil authorities to request Singh’s release from

confinement. He was freed in August 2006 and now leads a simple life

in his village, working in the fields and regularly visiting Sr Rani Maria’s

tomb. Lending further credibility to his conversion, he wishes to be

instrumental in the conversion of this young nun from Kerala, who went

to the extreme point of giving her life in order to bear witness to the

Gospel through her social activities, is a great example for the world,

especially for the youth. Her life and witness exhorts the youth and

missionaries to courageously get involved in eliminating corrupt and unjust

social evils from the face of the earth. The great instance of forgiveness

practiced by Sr Rani Maria and her family members is a challenge to the

whole world in which the manufacturing and trading of weapons grow

against charity, and  walls are built in the place of bridges. (µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º » ¼ · ¸ ½

Professor at Pontifical Theological Faculty Teresianum, Rome)

(-courtesy L’Osservatore Romano, 3rd Nov. 2017)

ïisP® ïa¡f«
1. jÄHf¡ f¤njhÈ¡f ïisP® ïa¡f«

et«g® 19 m‹W kJiu m©zhef® m‹id ntsh§f©Â

âU¤jy¤âš kJiu tl¡F kiwt£l ïisP®fS¡F bk‹âw‹fŸ

ts®¥ò gÆ‰áí«, átfhá ÿ®j‹id nfhÆÈš ÉUJef® kiwt£l

ïisP®fS¡F muR ngh£o¤ nj®îfis m¿Kf¥gL¤J« gÆ‰áí«

eilbg‰wd.  gÆ‰á¡F mid¤J cjÉfisí« eš»a m©zhef®

ntsh§f©Â m‹id âU¤jy mâg® mU£gÂ. ÿÆÞ, átfhá

ÿ®j‹id g§F¤jªij mUŸgÂ. n#hr¥ brštuh{ k‰W« kJiu

tl¡F kiwt£l ïisP® ïa¡Fd® mUŸgÂ. Õ£l®, ÉUJef®

kiwt£l ïisP® ïa¡Fd® mUŸgÂ. ghšuh{ mt®fS¡F«

e‹¿fis¤ bjÇÉ¤J¡ bfhŸ»nwh«.

2. ïs« khzh¡f® ïa¡f«

et«g® 8,9,10,15,16,17 M»a eh£fŸ Kiwna kJiu bj‰F, tl¡F

ÉUJef® âUÉšÈò¤ö®, njÅ, bfhil¡fhdš, t¤jy¡F©L

M»a kiwt£l§fËš ÃWtd® thu¤ij K‹Å£L fiyÉHhthdJ

bfh©lhl¥g£lJ. - bray®, ïisP® gÂ¡FG
3. bjhÊyhs® ïa¡f«

»¿¤jt bjhÊyhs® ïa¡f« et«g® 12 m‹W kJiu behãÈ

mUŸgÂ ika¤âš »¿¤jt bjhÊyhs® ïa¡f¤â‹ Kjš

bghJ¡FG T£lkhdJ eilbg‰wJ.  clš ciH¥ngh® eythÇa«
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bjhl®ghd brŒâfis kJiu bjhÊyhs® Jiw Jiz MŒths®,

âUÄF. nlhÄÅ¡ mt®fŸ És¡»dh®.  áWgh‹ikÆd®

Miza¤â‹ _y« tH§f¥gL« bghUshjhu â£l§fŸ F¿¤J

k.g.r.nr.r. bray®, mUŸgÂ. yhu‹Þ mt®fŸ És¡»dh®fŸ.

ca®kiwkht£l Kj‹ik¡FU, nguUŸgÂ. Kidt®. b#auh{

mt®fŸ Máíiu tH§»dh®fŸ.  òâa bghW¥ghs®fŸ nj®îl‹

T£lkhdJ Ãiwî‰wJ.       - bray®, bjhÊyhs® gÂ¡FG

¾ ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å À Æ Ç È É Ä Ê Å Æ ¿ Ë Ê
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th December, at 6.00 p.m. there will be a united carols service at

Noyes School campus near CSI cathedral.  Parish priests of the town

parishes are kindly requested to announce this and send people for this

united carol service.  Archbishop Antony Pappusamy and Bishop Josep,

CSI will give Christmas message on this occasion.

On 16.12.2017, at 6.00 p.m. there will be an interreligious Christmas

celebration preside over byArchbishop Antony Pappusamyin pastoral

centre. Let us try to participate and enhance the celebration.

 - Fr. Arul, Secretary

Commission for Vocation
There will be a ‘COME AND SEE’ programme in Nobili Pastoral Centre

from 26-27th December.  It will start at 4.00 p.m. on 26 the December.  I

request the parish priests to encourage the boys studying IXth std onwards

to participate in this needed programme.  Letter has been sent to all the

parish priests.  If parish priests are able to inform the number of participants

for the above programme, before 12th December, it will be helpful for

the commission.                                 - Fr. A. Arul, Vocation promoter

Prison  Ministry
Regular   visits  to  Central  prison  Madurai   for  men  and

women,  Melur  Borstal  school,  Thirumangalam  sub-jail,

Virudhunagar  Dt.  Jail, Nilakottai  sub-jail,  Usilai  sub-jail  were

made  once/twice  a  week  by  pmi  volunteers. One  to  one  counseling

and  group  counseling  was  given  to  the  remanded  and  convicted

inmates. Same  day  their  families  were  contacted/visited   to  give

information   to bail  out, pursue  case  and  counseled  children. Advocates

   were   also  contacted  to  get/give  information  regarding  their  case.

Celebrations:  On  2nd  October  Dept. of  Prison  had  organized

Prisoners’  welfare  Day.  We  extended  our  help  to  add   Pattimandram

as  one  of  the  item. Professors  from  Senthamil   college  trained  6

convicts  as  speakers  in  Pattimandram. Culturals   was  given  by   the

convicts’  children   and  the  convicts. Patriotic   songs,  speeches  and

poems  were   showcased   by  the  convicts. They  paid  homage  to  the

Father  of  the  Nation, Mahatma  Gandhi. In   appreciation  PMI

distributed  prizes  to  the  speakers. Convicts’  families  were  allowed

inside  the  prison  to  spend  some  time  with  him.  Sweets  were

distributed  to  family  members.

Deepavali   festival  was  celebrated   in  Central  prison  Madurai

for  women. We  prayed   with  them, wished  and  distributed   new

dresses  to  5  kids  in  the  prison  and  shared  sweets  with  women  and

57 depressed   men convicts. On  20th  October  PMI  volunteers  met  in

St.  Mary’s  church  to  plan  for  future  course  of  action. We  decided

dates  for  X-Mas  celebration  from  16th – 23rd  December  in  all

prisons  of  our  diocese.

On  28th  the  Co-Ordinator  attended  the  Half  yearly  Meet  of  the

Executives  in  St.  Paul’s  Seminary,Trichy.As  per  the  request  of

AGDP,  Chennai  PMI  is  programming  special  sessions  for  first  time

offenders  remanded  in  sub-jails. We  have  contacted  Clinical

psychologists, therapists  from  De-addiction  centre  and  counselors.This

effort  can  motivate  the  offender  and  a  crime  free  society  can  be

achieved.  We  continue  to  follow  the  children  of  the  convicts  not  to

drop  out  but  pursue  their  studies  in  schools  and  colleges. Concessions

obtained  for  hostel  accommodation.

Christmas  celebration  in  Central  prison  will  be  on  16th

December  2017. We  humbly  request  your  generous  contribution  for

the  same. We  celebrate  Mass  in  the  prison;  our  most  beloved

Archbishop  will  give  X-Mas   message  and  we   provide  one  meal  to

all  convicts.

Our  heartfelt  thanks  to  our  beloved  Archbishop  for  his  guidance

and  support.  We   thank  all  our  Parish  priests,  religious  congregations

and  individuals  for   your  encouraging   co-operation  and  financial

support  to  reach  out  the  incarcerated  and  his  family.
Ï Ð Ñ . Fatima Antony SJL, Secretary for prision ministry
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mU£jªij S.A. nuhrhÇnah
ïiwtdJ miH¥ig MHkhf cz®ªjjhš, jh‹ gÂah‰¿a

gŸËÆš muR¥gÂia JwªJÉ£L, FUkl¤âš nr®ªJ Jwîó©lh®.

jdJ á¤j¥gh mU£gÂ r«kdR, jdJ rnfhju‹ mU£gÂ Éah‹Å

mt®fnshL ïizªJ ÉÉÈa Mnuh‹ kuònghy FU¤Jt¥ gÂia

neá¡F« FL«g¤âš cUth», ïiwtid cŸsh®ªj m‹nghL

k»ik¥gL¤âdh®.

M‹Ûf«

kÇahË‹ g¡j® - bgaU¡nf‰wgoahf b#gkhiy khj¤âš

ãwªjh®.  b#gkhiy khj¤âny ïiwa‹id ko nr®ªjh®.  eh§fŸ

khiy ntis b#gkhiy ïizªJ b#ã¤âU¡»nwh«.

Mguzkhjhî¡F¤ jÅahf xU bfãia ghÞo‹ efÇš cUth¡»dh®.

j‹ jÅaiwÆš xU khjh R%g« v¥nghJ« it¤J tz§F« g¡j®

Miraculous Mother Mary each day vD« gl« Vw¤jhH 365 kÇa‹id

fh£áfis cŸsl¡»a gl¤ij th§» FU¡fS¡F g§FfS¡F

bfhL¤J c‰rhf¥gL¤âdh®.  kiwíiufËš m‹id F¿¤j

brŒâfS¡F mG¤j« bfhL¤jh®.

cwî - njhHik

všnyhÇlK« vjh®¤jkhf gH»dhY« xU áyÇl« Äf

MHkhd cwî bfh©oUªjh®.  mªj cwit kâ¤J mt®fis¢

rªâ¡F« gH¡f« bfh©oUªjh®.  jdJ áW gUt¤âš ghl«

brhšÈ¡bfhL¤j j‹ kd« ft®ªj MáÇaiu mtuJ KJikÆš 5

kÂneu gaz« brŒJ rªâ¤J cjÉdh®.  FU¡fËl« c§fis¥

gh®¤JÉ£L¥ nghf tªnj‹ v‹gh®.  Ú§fŸ v‹Ål« tªjhš mL¤J

eh‹ tUnt‹ vd cÇikíl‹ miH¥gh®.  jh‹ e«ò« e£ig kâ¥nghL

el¤Jth®.

g§F¥gÂ

19 M©L Jwtw¤âš 5 g§FfË‹ jªijahf, vËnahÇl«

ner«, cÇa neu¤âš k¡fË‹ njitfis¢ rªâ¤jš âU¢rig

tiuaiwfis r£lâ£l§fis FiwÆ‹¿ filão¤jš, âU¢rig

jiyFÅa¡TlhJ v‹gâš fU¤jhŒ gÂah‰wš.  kiwkht£l

ÃfœîfËš jtwhJ g§nf‰wš, fz¡F k‰W« Ã®thf brašghLfËš

K‹khâÇ thœî.  f£Lkhd¥gÂÆY« mâf M®t«.

Vocation Sunday - 2017

Collection as on 24/10/2017                          1,14,748.00

Thirunagar    1,500.00

Alangulam      600.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017                          1,16,848.00

St. Peter’s Pence - 2017

Collection as on 24/10/2017                            94,070.00

Anjal Nagar   7,200.00

Thirunagar   2,000.00

öŒik

btŸis Ãw cilfis nj®ªJ mÂth®.  ïU¡F« ïl«

R¤jkhf¥ ngQth®.  cŸsK«  braY« R¤jkhf ïU¡f nt©L« vd

Ãid¥gh®.  vj‰F« nrhu« nghf ÉU«ghj bfhŸif.  áW FiwghL

v‹whY« cldoahf rÇbrŒa Ãid¥gh®. öa cŸs« ngWbg‰wjhš

ïiwtid¡ fhz ÉiuªJ brš»wh®.

ïiwt‹ ïu¡f« Ãiwªjt® v‹gij mâfkhf brhšth®.

á¿a fha¤â‰F« mâfkhf m¡fiw fh£Lth®.  Mdhš ïu¡f«

Ãiwªj ïiwt‹jhnk ïtÇl« ïUªJ bgÇa nehŒ jh¡fhjgo

mj‰fhd milahsnk.  ït® m¿ahjgo fh¤Jtªjh®.  rhÉ‹

ÉË«ãš ïU¥gij cz®ªJ ïWâ mU£rhjd« bg‰W všyht‰iwí«

ïnaRÉ‹ fu§fËš ïiwa‹idÆ‹ âUkoÆš x¥gil¤jh®.

bjh.ü. 5:24 Vndh¡F flînshL elªJ bfh©oUªjh®. ã‹ò

mtiu¡ fhzÉšiy.  flîŸ mtiu vL¤J¡bfh©lh® v‹w

ïiwth¡»‹go mU£gÂ buhrhÇnah flînshL elªjh®, ïÅ eh«

mtiu fhz ïayhJ ïiwt‹jhnk mtiu Ãiwthœî¡F

vL¤J¡bfh©lh®.

M©ltnu Ã¤âa ïis¥gh‰¿ia mtU¡F mË¤jUS«

KoÉšyh xË mt®nkš xË®tjhf.     - mU£gÂ. mil¡fy uh#h
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Perumalmalai   1,500.00

Kariapatti   1,000.00

Aruppukottai   1,000.00

Shenbaganur     700.00

Usilampatti     250.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017                         1,07,720.00

Communication Day - 2017

Collection as on 24/10/2017                             92,657.00

Thirunagar   2,500.00

Perumalmalai   1,200.00

Kariapatti   1,000.00

Aruppukottai   1,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti   1,000.00

Shenbaganur     750.00

Pandian Nagar     510.00

Usilampatti     250.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017                         1,00,867.00

Prison Ministry - 2017

Collection as on 24/10/2017                             89,913.00

Anna Nagar    6,745.00

Thirunagar    2,000.00

Perumalmalai    1,500.00

Cumbum    1,400.00

Aruppukottai    1,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti    1,000.00

Kariapatti    1,000.00

Shenbaganur      665.00

Alangulam      600.00

Pandian Nagar      525.00

Mathakovilpatti      500.00

Vadipatti      300.00

Usilampatti      250.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017         1,07,398.00

Bible Sunday  - 2017

Collection as on 24/10/2017            59,013.00

Ellis Nagar    8,950.00

Anna Nagar    6,780.00

Virudhunagar    6,000.00

St. Mary’s Church    5,000.00

Palanganatham    4,000.00

Thirunagar    3,500.00

Bibikulam    3,230.00

Batlagundu    3,145.00

Rayappanpatti    3,100.00

R.R. Nagar    3,000.00

Aruppukottai    1,500.00

Devadanam    1,500.00

Kariapatti    1,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti    1,000.00

Perumalmalai    1,000.00

Shenbaganur      600.00

Alangulam      600.00

Karumathur      520.00

Pandian Nagar      515.00

Mathakovilpatti      500.00

T. Vadipatti      300.00

Usilampatti      300.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017                          1,15,053.00
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Mission Sunday  - 2017

Ellis Nagar           2,20,799.00

Theni           2,03,005.00

Samayanallur           1,58,500.00

Palanganatham           1,10,000.00

Rayappanpatti           1,01,111.00

Anjal Nagar 80,000.00

Annai Valankanni Hr. Sec. School, Batlagundu 71,000.00

St. Mary’s Church 65,500.00

Anna Nagar 60,000.00

Batlagundu 59,000.00

Hanumanthanpatti 46,000.00

Ayravathanallur 35,000.00

Thurunagar 32,000.00

Shenbaganur 30,000.00

Bibikulam 29,130.00

Packiapuram 25,510.00

Devadanam 24,000.00

Cumbum 21,500.00

Railway Colony 21,200.00

R.R. Nagar 20,000.00

Holy Cross Convent, Batlagundu 20,000.00

Kariapatti 19,000.00

Y. Othakadai 18,525.00

Silukkuvarpatti 16,500.00

T. Vadipatti 13,200.00

Pandian Nagar 13,030.00

Mangudi Meenatchiapuram 12,530.00

Bodinayakanur 10,000.00

St. Agnes HSS, Rayappanpatti 10,000.00

St. Britto Hr.Sec.School, Madurai 10,000.00

Usilampatti   8,630.00

Nilakottai   8,100.00

Melur   7,000.00

Alangulam   4,500.00

Mathakovilpatti   4,500.00

Ammapatti   3,792.00

Karumathur   2,770.00

Thummichinampatti   2,310.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017      15,79,642.00

African Mission - 2017

Ellis Nagar 9,190.00

Anna Nagar 8,460.00

Theni 3,500.00

Bibikulam 2,870.00

Packiapuram 2,520.00

R.R. Nagar 2,500.00

Batlagundu 2,500.00

Hanumanthanpatti 1,900.00

Cumbum 1,650.00

Devadanam 1,500.00

Perumalmalai 1,500.00

Railway Colony 1,300.00

St. Mary’s Church 1,000.00

Aruppukottai 1,000.00

Kottur 1,000.00

Melur 1,000.00

Ammapatti   782.00

Alangulam   600.00

Nilakottai   600.00

Pandian Nagar   520.00

Karumathur   510.00

Mathakovilpatti   500.00

Usilampatti   250.00

T. Vadipatti   200.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017         47,352.00
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Fr. Augustine Prabhu A. on 08.12.2013

Fr. Rajan A. on 08.12.2013

Fr. Francis Xavier on 09.12.2012

Fr. Joseph Amalan on 09.12.2012

Fr. Panneer Raja on 09.12.2012

Fr. Thomas Edison on 09.12.2012

Fr. Thomas Venish on 09.12.2012

Fr. Vincent Raja X. on 11.12.2011

Fr. Pothakar Michael Raj on 11.12.2011

Fr. Arputha Samy on 11.12.2011

Fr. Sebastian Jerome on 11.12.2011

Fr. Maria Prabhu R. on 11.12.2011

Fr. MuraliAnand R. on 11.12.2011

Fr. Paulraj B. on 11.12.2011

Fr. Santhana Sahayam S. on 11.12.2011

Fr. Joseph V. on 12.12.2002

Fr. Vedamanickam A. on 13.12.1971

Fr. Appolin Claret Raj M. on 30.12.2000

Fr. Parivalan S. A. on 30.12.2000

Necrology

Ó Ô . Vedamuthu S. 01.12.1984

Fr. Arulsamy R. 01.12.2001

Archbishop Peter Leonard 05.12.1985

Fr. Benedict Pinto 06.12.1975

Fr. Savarimuthu V.M. 06.12.1997

Fr. Maria Diraviam 26.12.1989

Fr. Arulrayan 31.12.2004

Happy

Ordination

Day

Peter the Apostle - 2017

Packiapuram 2,550.00

St. Mary’s Church 1,000.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017          3,550.00

KANI (Seminarians Fund )

Suvidya College, Bangalore 20,000.00

Sr. Superior, Srs of St. John the Baptist, Bangalore 20.000.00

 Sacred Heart Sisters, Vellore 10,000.00

Mr. John, Pudur, Uthamanur 10,000.00

Mr. Uni Joseph, Gnanaolivupuram 10,000.00

Fathima Matha Anbiam, Bibikulam     500.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017              70,500.00

Mass Received From Parishes

Ellis Nagar (590 Masses) 59,000.00

Palanganatham (200 Masses) 20,000.00

Munjikkal (200 Mass) 20,000.00

Collection as on 23/11/2017               99,000.00

Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ Õ

      December         January

03 T. Vadipatti 07 Kariapatti

10 Periakulam 14 Ellis Nagar

17 Nilakottai 21 Railway Colony

24 Samayanallur 28 Sattur

31 Aruppukottai
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Madura Mission

VI. Capuchin Mission in Southern Part of Tamilnadu

Before venturing into the missionary activities

of the Jesuits who again rekindled the faith that St.

Thomas brought to India, we will see at  this series how

the Capuchins, the contemporary missionaries,

evangelized the whole of Tamilnadu.  Again we bring

to our memory that the Capuchins opened their first

mission in 1632 in Pondicherry and remained there for

more than hundred and fifty years. Similarly more than

one hundred and eight years they had been working in Madras Mylapore

diocese.

When Rt. Rev. Peter Francis, the Bishop of Kumbakonam, asked

the Capuchins to start a house in his diocese,  Fr. Urban, the Commissary

Provincial of India accepted this and they bought a land adjacent to the

bank of Cauvery near Srirangam in 1942. In 1943 Amalashram was

constructed at this site; thus a new mission started centering around

Srirangam, southern Tamilnadu. Amalashram became the Seat of

Commissory Provincialate and Theologate from 1943 to 1949. It

functioned as a Latin School from 1955 to 1956. In 1957 the Seraphic

School or the Assisi School was started for the Tamil candidates. In par

with their focus on formation they also entered into pastoral ministry.

They established churches at Thiruvalarcholai and constructed Schools

at Pallivilai near Samayapuram. In 1994 Amalashram was erected into a

new parish. They also started the Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) in

order to nourish the spiritual lives of the lay people who would manifest

the values of St. Francis to the world. Notable members are Servants of

God, “Paradeshi Peter”, “Joseph Thambi” etc. A new magazine

‘Franciscan Oli’ spreaded the values of St. Francis and built up the local

church in Tamilnadu.

In Kanyakumari District, Asisi Ashram was started at Pambanvilai

in 1979. In 1985 this house became the Novitiate for the Province.

Anugraha Counselling programme was initially conducted here.

In 1949 the Capuchins opened their

foundation at Kotagiri of OotyDoicese

purchasing a hotel which later became the

Theologate and Novitiate till 1984. In 1985

Philosophate came to Kotagiri. Capuchins

also started a school for the tribal children

and handed over to Sisters of St. Teresa.

The brothers engaged themselves in

pastoral ministry in the diocese of Ooty.

St. Francis Home was started to educate

the poor tribal children in the hill area.

Rt. Rev. Francis Xavier Savarimuthu, the Bishop of Coimbatore, in

1956 gave Fatima parish to the Capuchins to animate. Thus many parishes

were erected by the hard work of the Capuchins and in Pattukottai alone

the Capuchins were working for thirty one years. At Veerakurichy the

Capuchins spreaded the devotion to St. Francis.

Rt. Rev. Thomas Fernando the then Bishop of Tuticorin invited

Capuchins and handed over the newly created parish of Amali Nagar,

Tiruchendur, a coastal parish in 1967. Fr. Eusebius constructed a huge

church here in 1970. Paduvai Ashram was also founded by him at

Amalinagar which was shifted later to Tuticorin in 1971. The friars built

a shrine dedicated to St. Jude which attracts a lot of faithful. Millarpuram

with many substations were entrusted to the Capuchins. St. Jude’s church

became a parish in 1992. The Capuchins also constructed a Retreat

Center which was entrusted to the Diocese later.

In 1983 the Provincialate house, Gnanalaya was opened in Trichy.

In 1995 Fatima parish was handed over to the Capuchins. The Capuchins

were also animating the FST sisters at Fatima Nagar until 2005. In 2001

a legal assisting Unit named CLARES was opened at Amlashram, Trichy

which was transferred later to Karumandapam. This center offers service

of legal awareness, legal assistance, arbitration, negotiation reconciliation

etc. to the ordinary poor people. A long cherished dream of the Capuchins

came true by opening a Theologate, FRANCESCO, at Vengangudi near
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the Capuchins to start their

ministry in the Archdiocese of

Madurai in 1970. Fr. Mathiaas

was sent to Kalladithidal and

Usilampatti to start the mission

and in the same year he came

to Thirumangalam to start the

mission. Nirmala Ashram was established in 1971. St. Francis English

Medium School was started later by Bro. Nicholas. Balwadi schools

were opened by the Capuchins in Sathankudi, Melakkottai, Nadukottai

and Keezhaurappanur. The parish church was consecrated to Our Lady

of Immaculate Conception in 1974. Social work centers were opened at

T. Kallupatti and Nadukottai where poor women were taught skills and

given job opportunities. The social work center at T. Kallupatti was later

handed over to the Sisters of Immaculate Conception. Chapels were

built in Sathankudi,T. Kallupatti and Odaipatti. A School was started at

Sathankudi which was later handed over to Sisters of Immaculate Heart

of Mary. The Friars also offer spiritual assistance to Sri Lankan Tamils

at Uchapatti camp. Thirumangalam became a pairsh in 1986 with Fr.

Benjamine as the first parish priest. In 2004 a new Friary was built in

2004. In 2008 Sacred Heart Primary School at Kallikudi was purchased

by the Friary.  From 2009 a social service project called RTU, established

by a De le Salle Brother Kimpton at G. Kallupatti, was entrusted to the

administration of the Capuchins. ( to be continued)

                      - Jodir

02,03.12.2017 behãÈ mUŸgÂ ika« rÅ, PhÆW

09,10.12.2017 c¤jkghisa« rÅ, PhÆW

16,17.12.2017 behãÈ mUŸgÂ ika« rÅ, PhÆW
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Samayapuram in 2008 by shifting the Theological College from

Amalashram.

Arulaham was opened in Vikiramasingapuram

of Palayamkottai diocese in 1987 for the aspirants to

complete their higher secondary education. This was

created into a new parish in 1994.

In 1991 the then Bishop of Sivagangai, Rt. Rev.

Edward Francis offered land at OkkurPudur and

invited the Capuchins to start their mission in particular

to the Sri Lankan Tamils. The Friars started Francis Anbagam which

hosted post novitiate programme until 2007. In 1996 the capuchins opened

a mission at K.M. Kottai of Sivaganga Diocese. They also run two Poor

students home at the campus. Udhayam is the social service center of

capuchins in Tamilnadu established in 1996. In 2006 a Provincial Technical

Education Center and Karunaikadal Friary was opened at a Tsunami hit

area of Thenkuda of Sivaganga diocese. Udhayam Polytechnic College

was started in 2007. In 2008 Udhayam De-addiction center was also

started in the campus.

After a century the Capuchins once again opened their foundation

in Thyagadurgam in the Archdiocese of Pondicherry in 2007 and erected

st. Francis Ashram. This mission functions as a spiritual center for all

the priests, religious and the lay people.

Arunodhaya at Vannampatti was established in 1996. In 1999 the

parish was established and handed over to the Capuchins. St. Pio Home

functions at the Priary for the poor children. Anugraha was founded in

1998 at Nochiodaipatti. It is a Capuchin center for on-going formation in

spirituality, counselling and research. In 2005

NochiOdaipatti became a parish and was

handed over to the Capuchins.

A friary Vidivelli was opened at

Sundampatti by the invitation of Bp. Antony

Irudayaraj, the bishop of Dharmapuri in 1998.

The then Archbishop of Madurai invited


