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to our beloved

Archbishop on

the Anniversary

of his Episcopal

Consecration.
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 � � � � � � � � others and Sisters,

T � � � � � pel passage of John 10

speaks of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.

He is the Good Shepherd, because, he

sacrificed his life for the sheep (Jn 10:11).

This means that Christ died in our place

which becomes clear from the words of

St. Paul,“Christ gave himself up for us”

(Eph 5:2).

Jesus Christ  is the Good Shepherd, because, he knows

his sheep and they know him.  There is an intimate knowledge

between Jesus and his sheep.  Jesus knows the sheep by name

individually and personaly in all their joy and blessingsï in

all their trials and sorrows and in all their need and lack.  He

cares for them through intercession and by companionship.

The sheep know him by trusting in his love and care,

in his companionship and leadership, in his experience and

knowledge and in his destiny and pasture.  The fact that the

sheep know him so well is the clear proof that Jesus is the

Good Shepherd.  Jesus knows the Father perfectly just as God

knows everything about him.  There is a perfect, intimate

knowledge and relationship between them.  That is why Jesus

says, “I and the Father are one” (Jn 10:30). Jesus claims to

be the Good Shepherd the one sent by God to be Good

Shepherd of the sheep.  The proof is that he knows the Father
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would not run away, when faced with the enemy of the sheep,

but he would fight the enemy as the Good Shepherd.  He

did not say that he would fight and protect the sheep, but

rather he said he would die for the sheep.  He knew for certain

that death awaited him and his purpose was to die for them.

That is the reason, why he says, “the Good Shepherd lays

down his life for the Sheep” (Jn 10:11).

Following the footsteps of Christ, the Good Shepherd,

we must continue his work on earth.  To accept him as our

Good Shepherd means that we must live like him and allow

ourselves to be transformed by his spirit.

We are called to know our sheep as Christ knows his

sheep and this becomes possible only by our visiting the

houses and institution in our parishes and listening to the joys

and woes of our parishioners and showing solidarity with

them in their trials and difficulties.  We should also be ready

to have a sacrificing attitude in case of need and lack on the

part of their parishioners.  Thus we prove ourselves to be

Good Shepherds to our people which will strengthen their

faith and enhance our companionship with them.

Yours loving Archbishop,

Archbishop of Madurai

5

4 5 Blessing of the Parish Church @ Madhankoilpatty

04 Archbishop’s Consecration Day

05 First Holy Communion Mass @ Lourdhupuram

06-07 Madha TV Anniversary Celebrations @
Gnanaolivupuram

08 Archbishop’s House Community, Monthly Recollection

09 Feast day Mass @ Puliyampatty

10 Ash Wednesday Mass @ St. Mary’s

11-12 Provincial Bishop’s Annual Meet @ St. Paul’s, Trichy

13 Provincial Bishop’s Annual Meet @ Christ Hall
Seminary, Karumathur

14 Pastoral visit & Parish Church 125 th Jubilee
Celebrations @ Sundaranachiyarpuram

15 Archdiocesan Education Council Meeting @ NPC

20     M Closing of  the Year of Consecrated Life  -
Archdiocesan Celebrations @ NPC

21 Catholic Professors Meet @ NPC

27 Cultural Evening @ St. Mary’s, Dindigul

28 Pastoral Visit, Munjikkal

29 Blessing of the old Age home & Mass @ Vadipatty
A 6 7 8 9 : ; 8 < = > ; ? @ B D B E F E @ G ;
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P H I J K s General Prayer Intention for February 2016:

That we may take good care of creation-a gift freely given-cultivating

and protecting it for future generations.

L N O Q R s Mission Intention for February 2016:

That opportunities may increase for dialogue and encounter between

the Christian faith and the peoples of Asia.

nguhaÇ‹ ï«khj b#g¡fU¤J

m®¥gz M©L ÃiwÉny ca®kiwkht£l¤âš gÂòÇí«
mid¤J JwÉfË‹ clš, cŸs, M‹k ey‹fS¡fhf.
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1. Transfers & Appointments 2016: The Priests have to take

charge of the new offices on or before 15th May 2016. The

concerned priests are kindly keep this in mind and prepare

accordingly. Those who are completing the term of five years, and

others who are expecting a transfer, are expected to complete the

pending projects on time, and they are not supposed to start new

projects anymore.

2. The Feast Day of St.John De Britto,  the patron saint of our

Archdiocese (and Sivagangai) is to be celebrated on 4th February,

in all our parish churches meaningfully.  May the blood of the martyr

shed for Christ take deeper roots in the soil of the Archdiocese.

\ ] khj h njhiyf ; f hl ; r p a pd ;  ,uz ;l htJ Mz ;Lkhj h njhiyf ; f hl ; r p a pd ;  ,uz ;l htJ Mz ;Lkhj h njhiyf ; f hl ; r p a pd ;  ,uz ;l htJ Mz ;Lkhj h njhiyf ; f hl ; r p a pd ;  ,uz ;l htJ Mz ;Lkhj h njhiyf ; f hl ; r p a pd ;  ,uz ;l htJ Mz ;L

epiwTtpohthdJepiwTtpohthdJepiwTtpohthdJepiwTtpohthdJepiwTtpohthdJ J}a tsdhhh; Myak;> QhdxspTuk;>

kJiuapy; gpg;uthp 6Mk; Njjp rdpf;fpoik> jkpof Mah;

Nguitapd; r%f njhlh;G gzpf;FOtpd; jiyth; NkjF

Mah; rpq;fuhah; mth;fspd; jiyikapy; khiy 5.30 kzpf;F

Muk;gkhfp> gpg;uthp 7Mk; Njjp Qhapw;Wf;fpoik>  khiy

3.00 kzp mstpy;> ekJ Nguhah; NkjF me;Njhdp ghg;Grhkp

mth;fspd; ed;wpj;jpUg;gypAld; epiwTngWk;. NkYk; tpguq;fs;

,j;Jld; ,izf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; midtUk;

,iwkf;fSld; fye;J nfhz;L rpwg;G nra;aTk;.
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^ _ Holy Childhood Sunday falls this year on 14thFebruary, 2016.

Kindly announce in the church on 7th inst. about the special

collection to be made on the following Sunday.  All the parish priests

and the heads of institutions are kindly asked by our Archbishop to

take special efforts to enhance the Holy Childhood Day collection,

since we get the financial assistance for our orphanages.

5. The priests’ monthly recollection for this month will be held on

Vicariate level.

6. Liturgical Regulations in the Parish: All the religious and

diocesan institutions in a parish are subject to the supervision of the

parish priest in matters of liturgical celebrations (c.519). It is the

duty of the superiors of such institutions to inform the parish priest

about the liturgical activities on time.

7. For the celebration of the 24th World Day of the Sick, to be held

on 11th February, 2016 at Holy Land, the Holy Father published a

special Message titled ‘Entrusting Oneself to the Merciful Jesus

like Mary: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5)’.  The text is given

in this Newsletter.

8. As Lent starts on 10thFebruary, inst., it is good that we recall to

our people the days of Penance (Rf. Ordo page 14).  In view of

the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the parish priests are requested to initiate

special programs during the lent, stressing the importance of Mercy.

9. Our heartfelt condolence to Rev. Fr. Rosario and his relatives,

upon the demise of his younger brother Mr. Arul Santhanaraj, who

expired on 13th January, 2016.  For the Funeral Mass at St. Joseph’s

Church, Gnanaolivupuram, our Archbishop, number of priests,

religious and people from different parishes were present.  Let us

pray for the repose of his soul.

10. Jwtpah;Jwtpah;Jwtpah;Jwtpah;Jwtpah; Mz;L epiwT tpohthdJ>Mz;L epiwT tpohthdJ>Mz;L epiwT tpohthdJ>Mz;L epiwT tpohthdJ>Mz;L epiwT tpohthdJ> gpg;uthp 20Mk;

Njjpad;W nehgpyp kiwg;gzp epiyaj;jpy; eilngWk;. fhiy

09.30 kzpf;F ekJ Nguhah; jiyikapy; jpUg;gypAk;> njhlh;e;J

fiyepfo;r;rpfSk;> kjpa tpUe;Jk; eilngWk;. NkYk;

tpguq;fs; miog;gpjOld; mDg;gg;gLk;. midj;J kiwkhtl;l

FUf;fSk;> JwtpaUk; jtwhJ fye;J nfhs;sTk;.
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` a b c d f g b h f a a h i j k h l c g m n o b o p q l r o h a k s t

th February, 2016.  Kinly

organize special meeting for kanmanigal.  You may encourage them

through competititons and cultural items.  Motivate the people as well

as children to give the offering and share with the less privileged.  Make

special collection on that day and remit the collection earlier to the

procurator. u v w . Arul, Sec., Commission of Evan. & Anbiam.

x omen Commission

His Grace, our Archbishop has appointed Rev. Sr. Sahayarani

of Kottiyam Holy Cross, as the new secretary of the

Women Commission.  She has served in the past as

novice mistress, Asst. Provincial and community superior

in her congregation.  Her main task now, as secretary

of Women Commission will be to build the women groups

in all the parishes of our Archdiocese.  Kindly lend your

co-operation to the new secretary of our Archdiocesan

Women Commission.

rpiwg;gzpf;FOrpiwg;gzpf;FOrpiwg;gzpf;FOrpiwg;gzpf;FOrpiwg;gzpf;FO

,uf;fj;jpd; A+gpyp Mz;by;> jpUj;je;ij mth;fshy; ghpe;Jiuf;fg;gl;l

,uf;fr; nray;fspy; xd;W> rpiwapypUg;Nghiu re;jpg;gJ. mjd; mbg;gilapy;>

gj;J rpiwfspy; cs;s rpiwf;ifjpfis re;jpj;J Njw;WtNjhL> mth;jk;

FLk;gj;jpdUf;Fk; cjtp nra;J tUfpNwhk;. fpwp];J gpwg;G ngUtpohit

Kd;dpl;L> brk;gh; 16 md;W jpUkq;fyj;jpYk; (mUl;je;ij mky cjak;>

mUl;rNfhjhpfs; [hh;[;> nju];> Qhdkzp) brk;gh; 19 md;W tpUJefhpYk;>

(mUl;je;ijah;fs; ngdbf;l; gh;dgh];>MNuhf;fpa nry;tk;>msfs> mUl;rNfhjhp

jah) epyf;Nfhl;ilapYk; (mUl;je;ij mUz; mUsg;gd;> mUl;rNfhjhpfs;

vyprngj;> kpf;Nfyk;khs;)> NkY}hpYk; (mUl;je;ij Nghh;[pah> mUl;rNfhjhpfs;

ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp> nld;dp];> nrrpyp> fpuNfhhp)> brk;gh; 21 md;W

crpyk;gl;bapYk; (mUl;je;ij [hd; jputpak;> mUl;rNfhjhp Qhdkzp)> 22

md;W kJiu kj;jpar;rpiwapYk; (Nguhah; mth;fs; jiyikapy; jpUg;gyp)>28

md;W =tpy;ypGj;J}hpYk; (mUl;rNfhjhpfs; ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp> nrrpyp)

,iwkf;fs; cjtpAld; rpiwf;ifjpfSf;F kjpa czT kw;Wk; ghpRfs;

toq;fg;gl;ld. cjtp nra;j ey; cs;sq;fSf;F ed;wpiaj;

njhptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpNwhk;.      – mUl;rNfhjhp ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp.mUl;rNfhjhp ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp.mUl;rNfhjhp ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp.mUl;rNfhjhp ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp.mUl;rNfhjhp ghj;jpkh me;Njhdp.
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y 1. Offering for the mass is fixed as Rs.100/- for ordinary mass and

Rs. 125/- for high mass.  This change will come into effect on 1st

April, 2016.

12. Rev. Fr. Britto Amalanathan has been excardinated from the

Archdiocese as per his request.  The Archdiocese remembers him

greatefully for all his pastoral ministry rendered during his stay with

us.  We earnestly pray that the lord may grant him good health and

fulfilling ministry in the new Diocese in France.

13. It is regreted that in the previous edition of newsletter there was a

mistake in the names of ‘Doors of Mercy’ (Sirumalai instead of

Srivilliputhur).  Kindly note that this edition gives the correct list.

z { | | } ~ ~ } { � { � � � angelization & Anbiam

a. During lent season, evangelization commission gives more

attention to village ministry.  Those who go for village ministry are given

training on 13-14th February 2016.  After the training, they will be sent to

the parishes three to seven days as per the need of the parish.  They will

guide the families to have family prayer, explain basic prayers, prepare

for meaningful participation in the confession and Eucharist.  Those parish

priests, who want to make use of the team members for such ministries,

are requested to contact the secretary.

b. Month of January is meant for meaningful celebration of

ANBIAM.  If you have organized any special events in your parish

kindly write a short report about it and send it to the secretary.

c. On 3rd January, 2016, St. Thomas Church, Perumalmalai, had a

meaningful celebration of Anbiam Rev. Fr. Arul explained the background

and the content of ‘Laudato Si’ during sermon and invited all the Anbiam

members to love and foster Nature, a gift from God.  After the mass, the

leaders of various members, around 30, gathered for a special meeting.

The leaders shared their experiences, and the secretary explained how

to conduct an Anbiam meeting.  Our appreciation to Rev. Fr. B. Louis,

the parish priest of Perumalmalai.
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k©Â‹ kd« fkG« jÄH® fiyfis¥ gh§Fw Ãfœ¤âd®.  gfš

czÉ‰F¥ ã‹d® bghJ¡FG mk®thdJ eilbg‰wJ.  2016-M«

M©o‰fhd M©L¤ â£lkhdJ cUth¡f¥g£lJ.  ïa¡f¥

ghlYl‹ bghJ¡FG mk®thdJ ÃiwtilªjJ.  ïa¡f¥

bghW¥ghs®fS« cW¥ãd®fS« vd 120 eg®fŸ g§nf‰W¢

áw¥ã¤jd®. ¡ ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ § ¥ ¨ © ª ¤ « ¬ ­ ® © ¯ °

ï ± ² ³ ± ´ µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º » ¼

½ ¾ ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å ¿ Æ Ç È É Ê Ë Ì Í Î Ï Ð Ñ Ò Ð Ó Ô Õ Ö × Ì É Ø Î Ù Ú Î

MdJ behãÈ mU£gÂ ika¤âš

eilbg‰wJ.  gy g§FfËÈUªJ 9

Kjš 12 Koa gÆYnth® 28 khzt®fŸ

g§nf‰wd®.  rnfh. nrÉa®

mUŸuha‹, rnfh. k¤âahÞ M»nah®

KfhÄid tÊel¤âd®.

âU¤bjh©l®. ïs§nfh m‰òjuh{

mt®fŸ ïiwaiH¤jÈš

Ãiy¤âU¥gj‰fhd tÊKiwfis És¡»dh®.  khiy njÚUl‹

KfhkhdJ ÃiwtilªjJ.      - mU£jªij kh®£o‹ n#hr¥

ïisP® gÂ¡FG

rdtÇ 10 m‹W g§FfËš ïisP® ïa¡f¤âid tÊel¤J«

tÊfh£ofS¡fhd áw¥ò fyªJiuahlš T£lkhdJ behgÈ

mU£gÂ ika¤âš eilbg‰wJ. 21 tÊfh£ofŸ g§nf‰W, j§fsJ

mDgt§fis¥ g»®ªJ bfh©ld®.  g§F¤jªijÆ‹ x¤JiH¥ò

mâf« cŸs g§FfËš ïisP® ïa¡fkhdJ Äf¢ áw¥ghf¢

brašgLtbjid¥ gâî brŒjd®.  g§F¤jªijÆ‹ x¤JiH¥ò

Fiwthf cŸs g§FfËš ïisP®fis xU§»iz¥gJ fodkhf

cŸsJ v‹gijí« btË¥gL¤âdh®fŸ.  ïisP®fS¡F¥ g§»‹

brašghLfËš g§nf‰f thŒ¥ò tH§f¥gl nt©L«, gšntW gÆ‰áfŸ

g§F msÉš tH§f¥gl nt©L«, g§F¤jªija®fŸ ïisP®fis

xU§»iz¥gâš m¡fiwia btË¥gL¤j nt©L«, bg‰nwh® -

ïisP® rªâ¥ãid g§FfËš V‰gL¤â, rÇahd òÇjš

V‰gLtj‰fhd NHiy g§F¤jªija®fŸ cUth¡f nt©L« M»a

fU¤JfŸ g»®ªJ bfhŸs¥g£ld.

rdtÇ 16 m‹W kiwkht£l msÉš jÄH® âUehsh«

bgh§fš ÉHhthdJ bghJ¡FGîl‹ ïizªJ bfh©lhl¥g£lJ.

fhiy 9.45¡F mUŸgÂ. Kidt®. kJiu Mdª¤ mt®fŸ jÄH®

âUehË‹ áw¥ãid vL¤Jiu¤J, ïisP®fŸ jÄœ bkhÊÆidí«

g©gh£oidí« ts®¤bjL¥gj‰F K‹DÇik tH§f nt©L« v‹W

T¿ bgh§fiy kªâÇ¤jh®fŸ.  gÿid Câ cil¤jš, ghid

cil¤jš M»a Éisah£Lfis ïisP® el¤âd®.  gfš 11.15¡F

nguha® jiyikÆš bgh§fš

áw¥ò âU¥gÈahdJ

eilbg‰wJ.  ïisP®fŸ

mt®fŸ j§fŸ thœÉš

ão¥òl‹ thH nt©L«.

giHadt‰iw¡ fisªJ

ò¤JyF gil¥gj‰fhd

tÊKiw¡ f©Lz®ªJ thH

nt©L« vd nguha® mt®fŸ

ïisP®fS¡F m¿îiu

tH§»dh®.  âU¥gÈia¤ bjhl®ªJ, c¤jkghisa«, PhdxËîòu«,

Û Ü Ý Þ A in Computer

Exam

Examiner: ß à á â ã ä

Microsoft Excel?

Santa : It is a new brand

of Surf Excel to Wash

Computer?
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POPE FRANCIS

MESSAGE FOR THE JUBILEE OF MERCY

FOR YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS
“Merciful Like the Father”

 Dear Young Friends,

The Church is celebrating the Holy Year of Mercy, a time of

grace, peace, conversion and joy. It is meant for everyone: people of

every age, from far and near. There are no walls or distances which can

prevent the Father’s mercy from reaching and embracing us. The Holy

Door is now open in Rome and in all the dioceses of the world.

This grace-filled moment also concerns you, dear young people.

I encourage you to take an active part in this celebration and to realize

that each of you is a child of God (cf. 1 Jn 3:1). I would like to invite

you, one by one, calling you by name, as Jesus does each day. For you

know that your names are written in heaven (Lk10:20), in the heart of

the Father, that Merciful Heart

which is the source of all reconciliation

and kindness.

The Jubilee is a year-long

celebration, in which every

moment becomes a chance for us to

grow in holiness. It is a time when we

can discover that life together as

brothers and sisters is like a great party,

perhaps the most beautiful party we

can imagine, the endless party that Jesus has taught us to celebrate by

his Spirit. The Jubilee is the party to which Jesus invites us all, without

excluding anyone. That is why I also wanted to have some days of

prayer and celebration with you. I am looking forward to seeing many

of you in April.

“Merciful like the Father”. This is the theme of the Jubilee, but

it is also the prayer we make for all of you as we welcome you in the

name of Jesus. To be merciful means to grow in a love which is

courageous, generous and real. It means to grow physically and spiritually.

You are preparing to be Christians capable of making courageous choices

and decisions, in order to build daily, even through little things, a world of

peace.

14

Yours is a time of life which is full of amazing changes. Everything

seems possible and impossible all at once. I repeat what I said to some

of your friends: “Remain steadfast in the journey of faith, with firm hope

in the Lord. This is the secret of our journey! He gives us the courage to

swim against the tide. Pay attention, my young friends: to go against the

current; this is good for the heart, but we need courage to swim against

the tide. Jesus gives us this courage! … With him we can do great

things; he will give us the joy of being his disciples, his witnesses. Commit

yourselves to great ideals, to the most important things. We Christians

were not chosen by the Lord for little things; push onwards toward the

highest principles. Stake your lives on noble ideals” (Homily at the

Conferral of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 2013).

Here I cannot forget those of you who are living in situations of

war, extreme poverty, daily troubles and loneliness. Don’t ever lose hope!

The Lord has a great dream which, with your help, he wants to come

true! Your friends, young people your age living in less trying conditions

than your own, have not forgotten you; they are working for peace and

justice for everyone everywhere. Don’t be taken in by the messages of

hatred or terror all around us. Instead, make new friends. Give of your

time and always show concern for those who ask your help. Be brave

and go against the tide; be friends of Jesus, who is the Prince of Peace

(cf. Is9:6). “Everything in him speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is devoid

of compassion” (MisericordiaeVultus, 8).

I realize that not all of you can come to Rome, but the Jubilee is

truly for everyone and it is also being celebrated in your local Churches.

You are all invited to this moment of joy. Don’t just prepare your rucksacks

and your banners, but your hearts and your minds as well. Think carefully

about the hope and desires you will hand over to Jesus in the Sacrament

of Reconciliation and in the Eucharist which we will celebrate together.

As you walk through the Holy Door, remember that you are committing

yourselves to grow in holiness and to draw nourishment from the Gospel

and the Eucharist, the Word and the Bread of life, in order to help build

a more just and fraternal world.

May the Lord bless your journey towards the Holy Door. I pray

that the Holy Spirit will guide your steps and enlighten you. For you and

your families, and for all who help you to grow in goodness and in grace,

may the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of us all, be true Door of Mercy.

From the Vatican, 6 January 2016, Solemnity of the Epiphany of

the Lord.     FRANCIS
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE 24th WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2016

Entrusting Oneself to the Merciful Jesus like Mary:

“Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The twenty-fourth World Day of the Sick offers me an opportunity

to draw particularly close to you, dear friends who are ill, and to those

who care for you.

This year, since the Day of the Sick will be solemnly celebrated in

the Holy Land, I wish to propose a meditation on the Gospel account of

the wedding feast of Cana (Jn2: 1-11), where Jesus performed his first

miracle through the intervention of his Mother. The theme chosen -

E n t r u s t i n g Oneself to

the Merciful Jesus like

Mary: “Do whatever he

tells you”(Jn 2:5) is quite

fitting in light of t h e

Extraordinary Jubilee of

Mercy. The main Eucharistic

celebration of the Day will take

place on 11 F e b r u a r y

2016, the liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, in Nazareth itself,

where “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”

(Jn1:14). In Nazareth, Jesus began his salvific mission, applying to himself

the words of the Prophet Isaiah, as we are told by the Evangelist Luke:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring

glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to

proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord” (Lk 4:18-19).

Illness, above all grave illness, always places human existence in

crisis and brings with it questions that dig deep. Our first response may

at times be one of rebellion: Why has this happened to me? We can feel

desperate, thinking that all is lost, that things no longer have meaning…

In these situations, faith in God is on the one hand tested, yet at the same

time can reveal all of its positive resources. Not because faith makes

illness, pain, or the questions which they raise, disappear, but because it

offers a key by which we can discover the deepest meaning of what we

are experiencing; a key that helps us to see how illness can be the way

to draw nearer to Jesus who walks at our side, weighed downby the

Cross. And this key is given to us by Mary, our Mother, who has known

this way at first hand.

At the wedding feast of Cana, Mary is the thoughtful woman who

sees a serious problem for the spouses: the wine, the symbol of the joy

of the feast, has run out. Mary recognizes the difficulty, in some way

makes it her own, and acts swiftly and discreetly. She does not simply

look on, much less spend time in finding fault, but rather, she turns to

Jesus and presents him with the concrete

problem: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). And

when Jesus tells her that it is not yet the time for

him to reveal himself (cf. v. 4), she says to the

servants: “Do whatever he tells you” (v.5).

Jesus then performs the miracle, turning water

into wine, a wine that immediately appears to

be the best of the whole celebration. What

teaching can we draw from this mystery of

the wedding feast of Cana for the World Day of the Sick?

The wedding feast of Cana is an image of the Church: at the centre

there is Jesus who in his mercy performs a sign; around him are the

disciples, the first fruitsof the new community; and beside Jesus and the

disciples is Mary, the provident and prayerful Mother. Mary partakes of

the joy of ordinary people and helps it to increase; she intercedes with

her Son on behalf of the spouses and all the invited guests. Nor does

Jesus refuse the request of his Mother. How much hope there is in that

event for all of us! We have a Mother with benevolent and watchful

eyes, like her Son; a heart that is maternal and full of mercy, like him;

hands that want to help, like the hands of Jesus who broke bread for

those who were hungry, touched the sick and healed them. All this fills

us with trust and opens our hearts to the grace and mercy of Christ.

Mary’s intercession makes us experience the consolation for which the

apostle Paul blesses God: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and God of all encouragement,

who encourages us in our affliction, so that we may be able to encourage
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those who are in any affliction with the encouragement with which we

ourselves are encouraged by God. For as Christ’s sufferings overflow

to us, so through Christ does our encouragement also overflow” (2 Cor

1:3-5). Mary is the “comforted” Mother who comforts her children.

At Cana the distinctive features of Jesus and his mission are clearly

seen: he comes to the help of those in difficulty and need. Indeed, in the

course of his messianic ministry he would heal many people of illnesses,

infirmities and evil spirits, give sight to the blind, make the lame walk,

restore health and dignity to lepers, raise the dead, and proclaim the

good news to the poor (cf. Lk 7:21-22). Mary’s request at the wedding

feast, suggested by the Holy Spirit to her maternal heart, clearly shows

not only Jesus’ messianic power but also his mercy.

In Mary’s concern we see reflected the tenderness of God. This

same tenderness is present in the lives of all those persons who attend

the sick and understand their needs, even the most imperceptible ones,

because they look upon them with eyes full of love. How many times

has a mother at the bedside of her sick child, or a child caring for an

elderly parent, or a grandchild concerned for a grandparent, placed his

or her prayer in the hands of Our Lady! For our loved ones who suffer

because of illness we ask first for their health. Jesus himself showed the

presence of the Kingdom of God specifically through his healings: “Go

and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame

walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the

poor have the good news proclaimed to them” (Mt 11:4-5). But love

animated by faith makes us ask for them something greater than physical

health: we ask for peace, a serenity in life that comes from the heart and

is God’s gift, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a gift which the Father never

denies to those who ask him for it with trust.

In the scene of Cana, in addition to Jesus and his Mother, there are

the “servants”, whom she tells: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5).

Naturally, the miracle takes place as the work of Christ; however, he

wants to employ human assistance in performing this miracle. He could

have made the wine appear directly in the jars. But he wants to rely

upon human cooperation, and so he asks the servants to fill them with

water. How wonderful and pleasing to God it is to be servants of others!

This more than anything else makes us like Jesus, who “did not come to

be served but to serve” (Mk 10:45). These unnamed people in the Gospel
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teach us a great deal. Not only do they obey, but they obey generously:

they fill the jars to the brim (cf. Jn 2:7). They trust the Mother and carry

out immediately and well what they are asked to do, without complaining,

without second thoughts.

On this World Day of the Sick let us ask Jesus in his mercy, through

the intercession of Mary, his Mother and ours, to grant to all of us this

same readiness to be serve those inneed, and, in particular, our infirm

brothers and sisters. At times this service can be tiring and burdensome,

yet we are certain that the Lord will surely turn our human efforts into

something divine. We too can be hands, arms and hearts which help God

to perform his miracles, so often hidden. We too, whether healthy or

sick, can offer up our toil and sufferings like the water which filled the

jars at the wedding feast of Cana and was turned into the finest wine.

By quietly helping those who suffer, as in illness itself, we take our daily

cross upon our shoulders and follow the Master (cf. Lk 9:23). Even

though the experience of suffering will always remain a mystery, Jesus

helps us to reveal its meaning.

If we can learn to obey the words of Mary, who says: “Do whatever

he tells you”, Jesus will always change the water of our lives into precious

wine. Thus this World Day of the Sick, solemnly celebrated in the Holy

Land, will help fulfil the hope which I expressed in the Bull of Indiction

of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy: ‘I trust that this Jubilee year

celebrating the mercy of God will foster an encounter with [Judaism and

Islam] and with other noble religious traditions; may it open us to even

more fervent dialogue so that we might know and understand one another

better; may it eliminate every form of closed-mindedness and disrespect,

and drive out every form of violence and discrimination’

(MisericordiaeVultus, 23). Every hospital and nursing home can be a

visible sign and setting in which to promote the culture of encounter and

peace, where the experience of illness and suffering, along with

professional and fraternal assistance, helps to overcome every limitation

and division.

For this we are set an example by the two Religious Sisters who

were canonized last May: Saint Marie-AlphonsineDanilGhattas and Saint

Mary of Jesus Crucified Baouardy, both daughters of the Holy Land.

The first was a witness to meekness and unity, who bore clear witness

to the importance of being responsible for one another other, living in



service to one another. The second, a humble and illiterate woman, was

docile to the Holy Spirit and became an instrument of encounter with the

Muslim world.

To all those who assist the sick and the suffering I express my

confident hope that they will draw inspiration from Mary, the Mother of

Mercy. “May the sweetness of her countenance watch over us in this

Holy Year, so that all of us may rediscover the joy of God’s tenderness”

(ibid., 24), allow it to dwell in our hearts and express it in our actions!

Let us entrust to the Virgin Mary our trials and tribulations, together with

our joys and consolations. Let us beg her to turn her eyes of mercy

towards us, especially in times of pain, and make us worthy of beholding,

today and always, the merciful face of her Son Jesus!

With this prayer for all of you, I send my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 15 September 2015

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
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Holy Childhood

Collection as on 16/12/2015                    1,70,494.00

St. Josep’s Home, P. Chettiapatti     10,000.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                    1,80,494.00

St. Peter’s  Pence - 2015

Collection as on 16/12/2015                    84,222.00

K. Pudur       3,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti            2,000.00

Munjikkal            1,000.00

W. Pudupatti        1,000.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                    91,222.00

Prison Ministry

Collection as on 16/12/2015                    89,028.00

Silukkuvarpatty       2,000.00

W. Pudupatti        1000.00

Munjikkal        1000.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                    93,028.00

Bible Sunday

Collection as on 16/12/2015                  1,01,190.00

Silukkuvarpatti        2,000.00

K. Pudur        2,000.00

Munjikkal        1,000.00

W. Pudupatti        1,000.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                  1,07,190.00
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Peter the Apostle

Collection as on 16/12/2015      47,541.00

Munjikkal 6,500.00

Samayanallur 2,600.00

K. Pudur 2,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti 2,000.00

W. Pudupatti 1,000.00

Mangudi Meenatchiapuram 1,000.00

Ayravathanallur 1,000.00

Karumathur   300.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016      63,941.00

KANI (Seminarians Fund )

Parishner, Thirunagar 30,390.00

Gnanaolivupuram 30,000.00

Salesian Province, Trichy 15,000.00

Nagamalai Pudukottai 10,100.00

CIC Provincialate, Viraganur 10,000.00

Sacred Heart Church, Munjikkal 10,000.00

CIC, Generalate, Madurai 10,000.00

K. Pudur 10,000.00

Anna Nagar 10,000.00

Mr. Germanus 10,000.00

MMSSS 10,000.00

Mr. V.F. Amalraj & Family, Kochadai 10,000.00

St. Mary’s Hr. Sec. School, Rajakambiram, Sivagangai 10,000.00

Mr. Michael & Selvamary Family, T. Sindalacherry 10,000.00

Ayan Kollan Kondan Parishner, Sundaranachiapuram   8,993.00

Karumathur   6,000.00

St. John’s Schoenstatt Fathers, Matha Nagar   5,000.00

Rosary Church   5,000.00

Fr. Antony Rubandass, OFM, Ramayanpatty   5,000.00

Mr. Siluvai & Family Ex Councilor   5,000.00
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Mission Sunday

Collection as on 16/12/2015             22,78,320.00

Sengole Nagar       60,000.00

Christ Hall Seminary       50,000.00

W. Pudupatti       30,000.00

St. Britto Hr. Sec. School         5,000.00

Bodinayakanur         2,100.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016            24,25,420.00

African Mission

Collection as on 16/12/2015                       55,217.00

Munjikkal        6,000.00

K. Pudur        3,000.00

Ayravathanallur        1,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti        1,000.00

W. Pudupatti        1,000.00

Karumathur      300.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                       67,517.00

Communication Day

Collection as on 16/12/2015                57,195.00

K. Pudur        2,000.00

Silukkuvarpatti        2,000.00

Munjikkal        1,000.00

W. Pudupatti        1,000.00

Mangudi Meenatchiapuram        1,000.00

Ayravathanallur          500.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016                64,695.00
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Engineer. Dominic Lawrence Annanagar   5,000.00

Monfrt Brothers, Sattur   5,000.00

Infant Jesus Province FIHM, Othakadai   5,000.00

St. Antony’s Church, Marampadi   5,000.00

Capuchin Provincialate, Madurai   5,000.00

Mrs. Maeve Reardon, Australia   5,000.00

Hanumanthanpatti   5,000.00

St. Mary’s Cathedral   5,000.00

Don Bosco Hr. Sec. School, Surya Nagar   5,000.00

Thirunagar   5,000.00

Fatima Matha Anbiyam, Bibikulam   1,500.00

Holy Cross Convent, Sulakkarai   1,500.00

Sister of St. Anne, Hanumanthanpatti   1,000.00

Social Service Centre, Gnanaolivupuram   1,000.00

Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur   1,000.00

Mr. Antony Jude, Bastin Nagar   1,000.00

Mariyayin Senai, Madurai     500.00

Kavirayapuram     500.00

Mr. Santhose Rajapandi , Chokkanathanputhur     500.00

Collection as on 25/01/2016                                       2,78,983.00

Chennai Rain Relief Mission

Collection as on 16/12/2015                                      12,66,093.00

CIC President - CRI Madurai          1,50,000.00

Sengole Nagar          1,02,000.00

Samayanallur          1,00,000.00

Sundaranachiarpuram 70,820.00

Leuca Mat. Hr. Sec.School, Bastin Nagar 65,615.00

Christ the King Matriculation School, Sengole Nagar 50,000.00

CRI Unit, Kodaikanal 30,000.00

W. Pudupatti 27,500.00

J.A. College for Women, Periyakulam 20,000.00

Nagamalai 18,000.00

Srivilliputhur 10,300.00

K. Pudur 15,000.00

EBG School, Moondrumavadi   8,745.00

Mangudi Meentachiapuram   4,500.00

24

Fr. Alex Gnanaraj, Madurai   3,500.00

Bodinayakkanur   2,000.00

Collection as on 25/01/2016                                      19,44,073.00

Opus
Collection as on 16/12/2015           42,625.00

Munjikkal 5,730.00

K. Pudur 3,000.00

Samayanallur 2,750.00

Theni 2,100.00

Silukkuvarpatti 1,000.00

Ayravathanallur 1,000.00

Mangudi Meenachiapuram 1,000.00

W. Pudupatti 1,000.00

Karumathur    300.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016           60,505.00

Mass Received From Parishes

Silukkuvarpatti (300 Nos)           15,000.00

Railway Colony (100 Nos) 5,000.00

Collection as on 22/01/2016           20,000.00

Omission in January 2016 Issue

Mission Sunday 2014

Samayanallur 27,520.00

Nilakottai  1,000.00


