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Greetings .- -

on : - » |
Birthday J
« B

Paul Rajl. (04)

Prayerful Felicitations
to'HisiGrace
ON THE FEAST DAY OF
8T. ANTONY, THE HERMIT,
THE 17TH INST.

“ May the g2ood Lord bless our
Archbishop with deeper exper!en'c_e.

f2

Fr. Anbu Selvam A. (06)

| and divine wisdom fo animate..

Fr. Benedict Ambrose Raj (10)

: Fr. Antony Packiam A. (14)
: a Fr. Vincent Madhan Babu (22)
- W
w Fr. Jeganathan S. (23)

Fr. Gnana Sandanam M. (25)

Fr. Xavier Raj A. (25)
Fr. Pappuraj (28)

Fr. Arulanandam B. (29)
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(read and pray the Word of God and listen to Jesus speaking to us and\

respond by speaking to Him.
May God bless you abundantly not only on the First day of the

(
le_Q Uﬂm _O#MQ pa&tajl year 2020 but throughout your life.

Ny dear Fathers, rathers adsisters,

Jesus in his farewell discourse to his
disciples at the Last Supper gives his final
testament of love and the passage from
St. John15/ 1-8 reveals this precious:

May God bless you all,
Your loving Archbishop,

I

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy

Left to ourselves however we may try
we may not be able to do anything. But
the only successful way for our life is what

treasure. He wants us to bear fruit and fruit \ - Archbishop of Madurai

in abundance that will last. { \ ~ - T g
Wle (&) t<§) (&) t@ (&) E@
A

Cuamuricir SiboNs ORUES|IHSS)

Jesus tells us: “Abide in me as | abide in you” (Jn. 15:5). He SNGG 1 DD ATPEOD @I Q® ADETL ANl AITDE®D
wants us by all means that we live in Him and this relationship # eraruang Boaraiin@ss (@l.air 197)
is very intimate. As disciples of Christ our way of life does not Coné® :  WHEHTGLAT 2 DemBiD @merebrma (Bl 187-191)
consist merely in following certain rituals, set of prayers, dress Fignde : Oom@isaph PHEUTED GSH@HH I@GETD, BHDGTadSen
code and diet, but a life with him in close and warm intimacy. QT ANHS THTBTOZMS 2 BHAITHD APU]iD. (Hl.aur 199)
By our living with Him we share our life together, our joys and
sorrows, tragedies and triumphs which indicate that in NUED -Gy, N - T, WD) - Cay X0 - @y
everything we are together and one. This is the desire of Jesus |
Christ. Even though we do not see him with our physical eyes HAPPY FEAST
he wants us to be one in love with each of us by our faith. The Archlaishop G~ the Archdiocesan Priests wish the

We know that we are living in Christ by keeping his following Relisi C . L.
commandments. Hence Jesus says “whoever keeps my ollowing Religious _ongregations, serving in our
commandments lives in God and God lives in him” (Jn. 15: 10). Archcliocese,al)lessecl Feast Dag.
Thus we experience his presence in us. By keeping his |
commandments we love him and He also will love us (cfr. Jn. QO der of Mther of God (QvD - ¥ Januery
14:21). Si ety of the DvineVard (S - 15" January

We should have an intimate and personal relationship with Sdetydf theGthdic Apostd ate (s _ 227 January
Jesus in Faith. We should never be satisfied merely with reciting . .

. : . . RdlatireNlss oary Ssters (399 - 227 January
certain prayers and observing certain rituals to a God who is i -
beyond our reach while we live our own life here below. To Qngegationd 3. Fradi s de SH es (M- 24" January
meet Jesus let us abide in Him and put.aside time everyday to Oygegtiond Siaritansters( - 25" January

SH esi ans of Don Bosco (98 - 31 Januery
\Mntfort Fathers (9w - 3 Janary
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( Archbishop's Engagements

01 Wed Grace Day
02 Thu M GoldenJubilee, Mother Teresa House, Sengole Nagar

03 Fri M First Friday Mass, Sacred Heart Church,
Railway Colony

04 Sat M Silver Jubilee Celebration, Tenkasi

05 Sun E Silver Jubilee Celebration, Gnanaolivupuram

07 Tue M Education Council Meeting, Archbishop’s House
10 Fri M Blessing, St. Joseph’'s Hospital, Dindigul

13-14 Mass, Karumathampatty, Coimbatore

16 Thu E FlagHoisting, Marambady

17  Fri Archbishop’s Feast Day
Blessing of Flag Pole, New Elis Nagar

m

18 Sat M Inter-Sem Colloquiam, St. Paul's Seminary,
Tiruchirappalli
Month’s Mind Mass, Manikandam

19 Sun E Thiruvarutperavai Pongal Celebration,
Gnanaolivupuram

20-22 TNBC Half Yearly Meeting, Thuckalay
23 Thu M Seminar, Kamaraj University

m

Flag Hoisting and Blessing of Grotto, Surya Nagar
24  Fri. M Consult Meeting, Archbishop’s House

27-28 Inauguration of Associates of Mary Immaculate
(AMI), Chennai

30 Thu E Flag Hoisting, Puliyampatty

*  Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at

\
(Pope’s General Praver Intention )
Prayer intention for World Peace

Promotion of World Peace. We pray that Christians, followersof other
religions, and al people of goodwill may promote peaceandjusticein
theworld.

P Ve G s Jh V@ 0l L= P Ve e dfe

Béwrso Mgr dlsradr ay® vdressr

1. elpeiTm) @hmeofluim Exeub, &, LIy - seneufl 6

2. @GYhaogs EGGwa Eheund, 2 smiTHBEs mET - seneufl 15
3. ywfls elFusHLIMT ESheownd, srebebeimasiT - sl 20
4. ciler6lEFein” usbBsomr iy Eheowid, HdpmHET - el 22
5. @GYhag EBws e, spEensILImed - sl 30
6. GOHITETBUNEVBST EheuIID, EHERIEHEILD - el 31

Qi@ sstley Lismfl Yl Liki@Sshens\LT SEhaEL, SmamSs (f&ELn
SlemmLDéa(sThE(ELD 6Tem ) eUTLSEIS(ERD blenLbis(EmLD.
+ GUITWT SIBEHTET urdyemr®
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Please Note|

1. New Year 2020 Greetings and Blessings. Dear
Fathers, Sstersand Brothersin Chrigt, | wishyouall a

Blessed New Year 2020, aNew Year whichisunique
=3 and different from other New Years. A lot of visionar-
iesand luminariesintheword had planned for thisspe-
cial year 2020. Itisthestart of the New Decade, Twen-
ties. | wish that all of you work out arenewal of your
+ priestly and religiouslivesand ministries; and work out

an Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan for the next ten years
starting from this2020. Hence onthisNew Year Day | pray for al
of you and offer al of you at the Holy Eucharist, and with the
intercession of our Blessed Mother, | pray that God may blessyou
abundantly with good health and joy of the ministry.

L +91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com. J
5

\ - Archbishop Antony Pappusamyj;
6




" Year of Youth 2020: Westart theNew Year \ /“
with special blessings and prayers for our §2°2° é
young peoplein Tamilnadu Church. Wehave =
announced tod| thefaithful of Tamilnadu that
the focal point of our Ministriesin Tamil Churchin 2020 isthe
young peoplein our parishes and institutions. | wish you all the
necessary grace and wisdom from the Holy Spirit so that all of you
will concentrate on and dedicate your ministriesfully to theyoung
peopleintheArchdiocese. All of you know that the future Church
inTamilnadu will bewell founded only with thevitality and energy
of the young peoplewho are besat with so many issuesin the modern
world. Let usbuild our young people and protect them fromaall the
snaresof modern el ectronic gadgets. L et usraise young peoplefor
Christin our Churchesand Ingtitutions of the Archdiocese.

—Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy, Archbishop of Madurai.

2. QUTRIBED BHELUTIDHHIHET: MBHHHNHHTATTD CLITHEISBE) H(HBT6T60,
OGHIMT 2 WITOMBLOTOUL L. OFUIHIOL 60, aUTEFS]T SIen6reu(hdbEHLD
Aaflw, o ammsaibs SHOW]T HHBTET auMbHHismen Goflalshsis
CHTOTHSBSH. SHOW]T DiHETOUBHLD SO DBSHEL eUTIHEI, LOBSHHT60

e Fpbal, OLomP-LiesTUm (B-semevselsy CFHSHa!

SIGTLLID DBSHSHILMID UMD, GBILILTS

SO o 1paIfHeT, OHTPEOTETTH6T  [HeVLD

o _wigeb, aleusTuwib CFPsEa|D, SO SHD

| Opmewienw  wyyCumed BuBemasBur®

s«@@mﬂﬁ@ QUTLDALD SIEHETEUMIUILD UTIDSS)
DL 6D LB IDHIBH. BeleuTeni(h BLD LIMISI60
o eifem @emen@Guimy eumpey &Bés, Ly, Geusmeveuruiliy,
SmoswieuTpe] ouFlf GuBBIL LL60 6UTDS SIS OB
3. Adoration Sunday: Dear Fathers, | inform you, all the Parish
Priests, that the Adoration Sunday marked at DNL should be
observed strictly by every parish priest. After the Sunday Mass,
Blessed Sacrament should beexposed. TheRdigiousintheparishes,
Abiams and various association etc., should spend before Bl.
Sacrament 1 hour and pray for the parish and the Archdiocese; and
with the Benedictionin the evening, theAdoration Sunday should

be closed. - Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy /
7
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4. TheReunion ispostponed to March and thereforethe M onthly\
Recallection for January will beVicariatelevel.

5. For his Silver Jubilee Thanksgiving
celebrations, Fr. John Diraviaminvitesal the
Presbyteriumand the Religiousto participatein
theHoly Eucharist tobeheld at 5:30 p.m., on 5"
January (Sunday) at St. Joseph’s Church,
Gnanaolivupuram, Madurai.

6. Church Unity Octave: As customary we
celebrate Unity Octave from 18"ingt to 25"ingt.
It isatime of cherishing our union with other
brethren of different churches who enrich us
withtheir specia charismandworship. Kindly arrange ecumenical
celebrationsduring this Octave thus col laborating with protestant
and mainline churcheswho do not deviate from the fundamental
Chrigianfaith.

7. Address of New Communities of Sisters of St. Joseph Vaz.
Archbishop, through his Decree, has erected the new communi-
tiesof Sistersof . Joseph Vaz at Unjapatti - Theni Parish, Pallangi
Kombai- Lourdupuram Parish, Murugathooranpatti parish and Ob-
servatory Road. Contact Address: Rev. Sr. Mary Dalar SJV, The
Superior General, Sisters of St. Joseph Vaz, Paalam Matric
Hr. Sec. School, Unjampatti, Theni

- Msgr. Jeyaraj, the Episcopal Vicar for the Religious.

8. The Archdiocesan unit of the CDPI (Conference of the
Diocesan Priestsof India) initsmeeting held on 10.12.2019 has
elected Rev. Fr. L. Anandam as its president. Rev. Fr. Alex
Gnanargj, the Secretary of the Senateisits secretary.

TheArchdiocesan unit of the CDPI invites as many diocesan
priests as possibleto attend the CDPI National conference at
Vailankanni from 28 to 31 January 2020. Conveyancewill be
arranged by the Archdiocese. Please give your names to

\ Fr.AlexGnanarg. Y,




©))

\
Congratulationsto: i) Fr. Edward Francisfor theconstruction\
of School building, Samayanallur, which Msgr. Jeyargj, theVicar
General blessed on 16" December 2019.

i) Fr. Gabriel for the renovation of St. Antony’s Church,
Palanganatham, which His Grace blessed on 17" December 2019.

iii) Thanksto Fr. Paul Brittofor hisContribution of Rs. 2,74,927
to theArchdiocesethrough hispastoral ministry inthe Diocese of
Trier, GERMANY.

10. Condolences. DNL expressesitsdeep condolencesto Fr. Jeevarg
over thedemise of hisbeloved Mother, Mrs. Lourdammal, aged
86 who passed away on 13" December 2019. The Funeral Mass
was officiated by Msgr. J. Jeyaraj with the participation of alarge
number of priestson 14" at Holy Magi Church, W. Pudupatti. May
the soul of the Mother of Fr. Jeevarest in peace.

11. Youth Year @enenesi oy em@ 2020

@hs gemLwrerd &lnlevgemeald
slhdmngl. Hnlevgaie @ enevorwh
@lemem e aEsT YieusmyLl GUTsIT M) @lemm, Loeofls
2 mafled 6 60T 6w 60T & Hl6tTMeTTIT. gy BT,
Gluetor @lemeTEHTSH6T @HEU(HLD Slnjleiv Glalev

FLOTETOINS6T 6TeTUMSE &L (HH M.

. . L. SomsCr, SmaATEDIT

ugme Hmb aurpmaud sLHHmg. DNy, I

Al . * . . Sy HmGeom(H O (H
Mo gl sUTLPEmE UPEIGLIT 6T6TLMS e S 2020

2 e SgIHmgl. K6 Hmib wiflweTsnemeniLE

slhdmgl. eremer wiflwm Gumedr o

@6 (EBIT ST SHIGEHLIL JjemUliileneTs Cgeaflhg G gl, JpLb 6T6T Ligled
LGamsF sl OHngl. fsiy Bn ras5mas sl bhdngl. Silsvg swng
EIrsssmas fndl, BsE W Klemer auphidliystarm. wepssr Hmb allsfloy
Hemeuemig s OHmGI. srd, sL, Feps, QU merT s Hensuuiemey Hlsva|d
FNMS STPEISETTE LM&S6ml&&UIULCLTomTS GMeESng. o reEhs: Hlmin
@erenLouflssr Fminfenet, gy Hmemev, aIEdlELMmILE &L (HEMGI.

1. L@ erlsb @lemer it gy stimigenenr 2020 georeuifl (60 ETETT6IT, QyeiTemeoT

N\ /
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\
Loflwm: @somevesllsr smi’ Qumaliipr o6 QgTL_mhigGaurL. )

wempure’ L gerailgin Gsrss aflyrelmers GlameorLme
auflpemmasmsTs S LAHIGaTLD.

UG &6T, SlensTiumi@aer o Swaummle 13 awg Gsrimd 17
audnelulL (09 wse 12 @gw uuled) LoTerT s s iy
RMRIS DTS @laTd H56HTOES LTETTSST @SS Hme S
(YCYS) Qsr_iignsne wund QeiiGaumb.

EememEnit oy etorigemenT (LpstTeafl (B eeLGleT(m LITSSS6T (PS6v EHTudm)
6Ty UkIEG IjeTalled @leneTEbTSEHSSTET &6uflS S mLLedludlensT
IH5HS LTSSHNSTEr CHTSHHSMmS LLILGGSHE SniiiGLm.
@meTEhiseT, @emeTEhT @CIWGHMUS SRIGTH eTMTL auTLpaTled
sh&S5 8, IuCTTH 2 mefs) QIATT, HNHE[HM6oT I TT S 6m60T &6,
Swrermiger, Smuuwemmsst g Suamamn gour®h Osiig),
I|mereurLpailsh euaTy 2 GeGauLd.

@emeTEhT & SHISMET Y NMOLBHSHSCSTETAT LemMLITAILL LD,
LemmeUL L LD, LIGI@, lemereniold sTerll Lsv Hlemeusefled auprislini
uipfsaflgd HApiy Hespasailgn Yuowvwursld ukGsns
ElemaTEhiEEnHSE auflsT (HiGauTLD.

U@ Q|meTusmilll GuTsmey, HHSSHTHS SPSHRSGET (LSS FenLISET),
Sjetm g6, gemt Hifaursin gpéunimidld o 6Tem o muidleTigsT mevLomesr
2_GOLLITL 6060 (QemerTshT @188 2 ML NeamaGemm(h GLomGlesTeTe.Ig) STevd e
slLmus Goemeal. Hifeursl Gurmiifensr @leneaTEhigEnL6T LSITHS,
SEMEUETLIS S LisTaTL 861760 66T @\emeTT §hiTSs6mer 9 HMeLLIHISSIGeMLD.
UBIGS6T, wampuralllL Tl @merEisEh&EaesTar gy ia)
LGSO 2 (HeuTdd), QMeFTi LRISTafl&SeTTS @)enerT 5 semeT
2 (HEaUT&S (PIMSIGLITLD.

BOGFLISSETer eTevTLl6 261 shismeTS Qamilsoar Cri &S GwT(hH
@emeTEpTHaT 2 HuTSEL  umiliysEnn  auflsTl (B & EhLD
AULPMHIEGGeuTLD.

@emerEpiasT gl Hiaurss sempulld LRGSHUILSNE 67 SieTs,
s5@hs allfiiysrialmer huOSE), CuTlipsd Csiasmar 6T,
Gaunm CunIISHE THME G LPISEMET 2 (6L &S GeuTLD. )
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HNNRH MNEOMO VT)d>
ENIDGSITW LEIGSSHmnSWED,

BLDG LDGIEMT 2 _WITDEMMIDNEULL LMIGSefled 2 6Tem LML&IT
Gpellenied Smeuplum Gl uuind eULDPEIS QIBEHT6T SIHSSLDNeY gL
esiwuLC Beengl. &bs LWIDSG Smiseng LIMIB6OlmHE! cLpedTmI [HLIT&emsI
( &yevti(® LML &TE6T, Qb Sensssme LB Bueurm) Sl emeusHHELD.
seneoliL|- Hapauflumigsd SBSms : Sdrapu SbImeuuilan eriTumiiy
BHSSLTeme aUSIBLSSILGUT : SdBeTURll. SADUSTNE, OFWIEDT, SLOILDS
BSaeuBlumBL Leoolls&D
mreT  : 18.01.2020 (FafléHwpanid)

Gmyb : smane 9.00 - NHusd 1.30 weanfleuany
8L : Gy apmied aweriflé GwsBaeLiueiefl, Gsn. g Gumurr Seed euemmsLd)
&OIIY: sEIseTg LUMISOl;BHa UMGeUnEGeunt eretoreosisens LDHMILD
Sleurserfledr QLWIT, O15TeneGLIA eTetor ShdwiauDenn ELpssevor FwieoIfledT
6T600T600 IME GUML6IOLI Sl6D6DGI GMIEHEIFIIS cLpeoLd 12.01.2020&&6T asifleNss
CaLBaselsmersGmeor.
7010551556 (uevofl. &. SiHGsmevfigmLsl)

6lFuwieon, EleinG6) GUMLPEYLI LIOONESESELP.

G6LOLOLOLLLCLOLOLOLOLOHLOLELHLHLHLLLBe
Commission for Ecumenism and Dialogue

United Carol service by various churchesin Madurai, heldin
Chandler Matriculation School on 14.12.2019 presided over by Rev.
Bishop Dr. Joseph CSl was successful. Though incessant downpower
of rain prevented the celebration in the open ground, generous
cooperation from the part of school management, helped thefunctionto
be anoteworthy one.

Tiruvarutperavai membersmet theArchbishopon 3.1.2020 at 5
pm to get the new year blessings. During the meeting, they planned for
theinter-religious pongal cel ebration to be held in Gnanaolivupuram on
19.01.2020 at 6.30 pm. Parish Priests of town parishesarerequested to
inform the parishioners and send some peopl e to spice the cel ebration.

January 18-25,2020 istheunity octaveweek. Parish Priestsare
kindly asked to encourage the peopleto recite special prayers, and take
someinitiativesto hold meeting with thelocal pastorsof other churches

kand deepen the spirit of Christian Unity.

4 N

/ MESSAGE OF HISHOLINESSPOPEFRANCISFOR THE )

CELEBRATION OF THE53rd WORL D DAY OF PEACE
1 JANUARY 2020

PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE:
DIALOGUE, RECONCILIATION AND ECOLOGICAL
CONVERSION

1. Peace, ajourney of hopein theface of obstaclesand trial

Peaceisagreat and preciousvalue, the object of our hope and the
aspiration of theentirehumanfamily[. . .] Hopeis thevirtuethat inspires
us and keeps us moving forward, even when obstacles seem
insurmountable.

Our human community bears, initsmemory and itsflesh, thescars
of ever more devastating wars and conflictsthat affect especially the
poor and thevulnerable. Entire nationsfindit difficult to break free of the
chainsof exploitation and corruption that fuel hatred and violence. Even
today, dignity, physical integrity, freedom, including religiousfreedom,
communal solidarity and hopein the future are denied to great numbers
of men and women, young and old. Many are the innocent victims of
painful humiliation and exclusion, sorrow and injustice, to say nothing of
the traumaborn of systematic attacks on their people and their loved
Oones.

The terrible trials of internal and international conflicts, often
aggravated by ruthless acts of violence, have an enduring effect on the
body and soul of humanity. Every war isaform of fratricidethat destroys
the human family’s innate vocation to brotherhood.

War, asweknow, often beginswith theinability to accept thediversty
of others, which then fostersattitudesof aggrandi zement and domination
born of selfishnessand pride, hatred and the desireto caricature, exclude
and even destroy the other. War isfueled by aperversion of relationships,
by hegemonic ambitions, by abuses of power, by fear of othersand by
seeing diversity asan obstacle. And these, inturn, are aggravated by the
experience of war [. . ]

Peace and international stability areincompatiblewith attemptsto
build uponthefear of mutual destruction or thethrest of total annihilation.
They can be achieved only onthe basisof aglobal ethic of solidarity and
cooperation in the service of afuture shaped by interdependence and

-Fr.A. Arul, Secretary/)

1

\Shared responsibility in the whole human family of today and tomorrow”. )
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( Every threatening situation feeds mistrust and leads people ta
withdraw intotheir own safety zone. Mistrust and fear weaken relationships
and increasetherisk of violence, creatingaviciouscirclethat can never
lead to arel ationship of peace. Even nuclear deterrence can only produce
theillusion of security][. . .]

2. Peace, ajourney of listening based on memory, solidarity and
fraternity

The Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshimaand Nagasaki, are among thosewho currently keep alivethe
flameof collective conscience, bearing witnessto succeeding generations
to the horror of what happened in August 1945 and the unspeakable
sufferings that have continued to the present time. Their testimony
awakensand preservesthe memory of thevictims, so that the conscience
of humanity may rise up in theface of every desirefor dominance and
destruction. “We cannot allow present and future generations to lose the
memory of what happened here. It is a memory that ensures and
encourages the building of a more fair and fraternal future” [. . .]

What ismore, memory isthe horizon of hope. Many times, inthe
darkness of warsand conflicts, theremembrance of even asmall gesture
of solidarity received can lead to courageous and even heroic decisions.
It can unleash new energies and kindle new hope in individuals and
communitiesy. . .]

Peace emerges from the depths of the human heart and political
will must alwaysbe renewed, so that new ways can befound toreconcile
and uniteindividualsand communities.

The world does not need empty words but convinced witnesses,
peacemakers who are open to a dialogue that rejects exclusion or
manipulation. Infact, we cannot truly achieve peace without aconvinced
dial ogue between men and women who seek thetruth beyond ideol ogies
anddifferingopinionsy. . .]

The peace processthusrequiresenduring commitment. Itisapatient
effort to seek truth and justice, to honour the memory of victimsand to
open theway, step by step, to ashared hope stronger than the desirefor
vengeance. . .]

In our Christian experience, we constantly remember Christ, who
gave hislifeto reconcileusto oneanother (cf. Rom 5:6-11). The Church
sharesfully inthe search for ajust social order; she continuesto serve
the common good and to nourish the hope for peace by transmitting

. Y
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\
(Christian valuesand moral teaching, and by her social and educati onal\
works.
3. Peace, ajourney of reconciliation in frater nal communion

TheBible, especidly inthewordsof the Prophets, remindsindividuals
and peoples of God’s covenant with humanity, which entails renouncing
our desireto dominate othersand learning to see one another aspersons,
sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters. We should never
encapsul ate othersin what they may have said or done, but valuethem
for the promisethat they embody. Only by choosing the path of respect
can we break the spiral of vengeance and set out on the journey of
hope.

We are guided by the Gospel passage that tells of the following
conversation between Peter and Jesus: “Lord, how often shall my brother
sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said
to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt
18:21-22). Thispath of reconciliation isasummonsto discover inthe
depths of our heart the power of forgiveness and the capacity to
acknowledge one another asbrothersand sisters. Whenwelearntolive
inforgiveness, wegrow inour capacity to become men and women of
peace.

What istrue of peaceinasocial context isalso trueinthe areas of
politicsand the economy, since peace permeatesevery dimension of life
in common. There can be no true peace unless we show ourselves
capable of developing amorejust economic system. . .]

4. Peace, a journey of ecological conversion

Faced with the consequences of our hostility towards others, our
lack of respect for our common home or our abusive exploitation of
natural resources —seen only as a source of immediate profit, regardless
of local communities, the common good and nature itself—we are in
need of an ecologica conversion. Therecent Synod on the Pan-Amazon
Region moves us to make a pressing renewed call for a peaceful
rel ationship between communitiesand theland, between present and
past, between experience and hope.

This journey of reconciliation also calls for listening and
contemplation of theworld that God has given usasagift to make our
common home. Indeed, natural resources, the many formsof life and
the earth itself have been entrusted to us “to till and keep” (Gen 1:15),
asofor future generations, through theresponsibleand active participation
of everyone][.. ]

\\ y
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common home, to accept our differences, to respect and celebratethe
lifethat we have received and share, and to seek living conditionsand
model s of society that favour the continued flourishing of life and the
development of the common good of the entire human family.

Theecological conversion for whichweare appealing will lead us
to anew way of looking at life, as we consider the generosity of the
Creator who hasgiven usthe earth and called usto ashareitinjoy and
moderation|. . .]

For Christians, it requires that “the effects of their encounter with
Jesus Christ become evident intheir rel ationship with theworld around
them”.

5. “We obtain all that we hope for”
Thejourney of reconciliation callsfor patience and trust. Peacewill not
be obtained unlessitishopedfor.

Inthefirst place, thismeansbelieving in the possibility of peace,
believing that others need peace just as much aswe do. Here we can
find inspiration in the love that God has for each of us: alovethat is
liberating, limitless, gratuitousand tirel ess.

Fear isfrequently asourceof conflict. Soitisimportant to overcome
our human fears and acknowledge that we are needy children in the
eyesof theOnewholovesusand awaitsus, likethefather of theprodigal
son (cf. Lk 15:11-24). The culture of fraternal encounter shattersthe
cultureof conflict. It makesof every encounter apossbility and agift of
God’s generous love [. . .]

For thefollowersof Chrigt, thisjourney islikewise sustained by the
sacrament of Reconciliation, given by the Lord for theremission of sins
of thebaptized. Thissacrament of the Church, which renewsindividuas
and communities, bids uskeep our gazefixed on Jesus, who reconciled
“all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross” (Col 1:20). It requires us to set aside every act of
violencein thought, word and deed, whether against our neighboursor
against God’s creation [. . .]

May the God of peace blessusand cometo our aid.

May Mary, Mother of the Prince of Peace and Mother of all the
peoples of the earth, accompany and sustain us at every step of our
journey of reconciliation.

And may al men and women who comeinto thisworld experience
alife of peace and develop fully the promise of lifeand love dwellingin
\heir heart.
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All thisgivesus deeper motivation and anew way to dwell in our

From the Vatican, 8 December 2019y

’ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019
s Holy Hunger | Good | Vocation
No. Parish Name Childhood| Holy See | Disease | Friday | Sunday
10/02/19 | 31/03/19 | 18/04/19 | 19/04/19 | 12/05/19
1 | A.Nathampatti 300 300 3000 1000 400
2 | Alankulam 1000 1000 9000 9000 1000
3 | Ammapatty 800 800 8300 4200 1000
4 | Anjal Nagar 6080 5672 | 70938 45470 2000
5 | Anna Nagar 10360 9810 | 130000| 20000 8453
6 | Aruppukottai 1500 1000 | 15000 5000 1500
7 | Ayravathanallur 4500 2450 | 15000( 15000 2000
8 | Bastin Nagar 12000 8000 | 130300| 31000 8500
9 | Batlagundu 2600 3000 | 40000| 10000 3000
10 | Bibikulam 5000 3140 | 40580| 12580 3330
11 | Bodinayakanur 500 500| 10000 3000 400
12 | Chinnamanur 500 500| 10000 1000 500
13 | Cumbum 1550 1450 | 20250 4550 1600
14 | Devadanam 2000 1500 | 24500 4500 1500
15 | Ellis Nagar 9845| 10534 | 101192| 22510 5984
16 | Gnanaolivupuram 7500 7000 | 125000| 45000 6500
17 | Hanumanthanpatty 1300 1500 15000 8000 1600
18 | Holy Rosary Church 4500 4500 | 45000| 10000 3500
19 | lyyampalayam 1120 328 1050 1510 300
20 | K. Pudur 8370 2000 | 73870| 71780 3000
21 | Kadachanendal 2000 2000 | 30000| 20000 2000
22 | Kadamalaikundu 300 250 4500 4000 300
23 | Kalladipatti 500 500 4000 1000
24 | Kariapatty 1000 1000 8140 5380 1000
25 | Karumathur 1450 750 2020 5050 500
26 | Kavirayapuram 7100 7140 600
27 | Kottur 1100 1200 | 14500| 13800 1500
28 | Lourdupuram 1500 1000 6795 6100 1000
29 | Megamalai 300 200 300 1000 200
30 | Mangalamkombu 500 500 4330 2670 500
31 | M. Meenatchiapuram 1410 1630 6800 5210 1690
32 | Mathankovilpatti 600 500 620 2300 600
33 | Marianus Nagar 500 500 8000 6000 1000
34 | Meenmpatti 3100 2064 | 35000 5000 1952
\35 Melur 1350 1000 | 25000| 10000 150%
16
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@ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019

St. Peter’d Communi{ Prision | Bible |Mission| African |Peter the
Pence | cation Day Ministry | Sunday | Sunday | Mission | Apostle Opus
30/06/19| 14/07/19| 11/08/19 | 29/09/19 | 20/10/19 | 03/11/19 | 24/11/19 | 02/12/19
500 500 500 1500 7100 600 1000 1000
900 900 1300 1000{ 13000 1000
1500 1500 2000 1500 38060 2000
6500 9110 9230 9864| 56900 14070 5140 5400
1000 1000
2450 2500 2530 3145] 20515 5085 2835
8000 12000| 18000 12000] 140000 8000 8000 8000
2700 3000 3200 3000] 29000 3000 3000 3500
4250 3960 3780 3420] 80500 3400
500 500 500 700 25140 500 500 500
500 500 500 500 8000 1000 500 500
1000 1000 1500 1200{ 30600 1300 1400 1200
1500 1500 1500 1500{ 23000 1700 1600 1500
12180 12372| 10541 9880] 270835 11350 13350 13440
1200 1150 1250 1400 48000 1450 1490 1380
3000 4500 3000 4500
350 350 400 500
13860 9060| 18000
2000 2000 2000 2000] 50500 2000 2000
200 1000 250 1500 5500
620 700 680
1000 1000 1000 1000 27000 1000
500 500 500 600 4800 800
550 580 600 650 6080 680 620
1200 1400 1300 1000{ 25000 1500 1500 1500
2100
200 200 200 200 3500 200 200 200
500 500 500 500 7720 580
1650 1710 2210 2180 21650 2100
500 530 500 600 4200 550 550 600
1000 1000 1000 2000] 32000 500 500 500
2040 2000 1600 2050
\ 1200 1300 1000 1000| 22222 1110 1040 1072
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r SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019 ‘
Hol Hunger | Good | Vocation
NSO_ Parish Name Childh)cl)od ';33’3/53 Di%gse Friday | Sunday
10/02/19 18/04/19 | 19/04/19 |12/05/19
36 |Melakovilpatti 5000 2200
37 [Michaelpalayam 750 750 | *10,000 1500 750
38 |Munjikkal 3000 3000 10000 5000| 3000
39 [Murugathuranpatti
40 |[Nagamalai 4000 2000 | 90000/ 20000| 3000
41 [Nakkaneri 1000 1000 | 11500 2000| 1000
42 [Nilakottai 1000 6400 4200| 1000
43 [Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)| 1000 10000/ 10000| 1000
44 |Othaiyal 300 700 1100 400
45 |Packiapuram 2350 25350| 10220 2370
46 |Packianathapuram
47 |Palanganatham 6000 150000{ 25000| 5000
48 |Pandian Nagar 2000 3000 4500 2000
49 |Periyakulam 1100 21000
50 |Perumalmalai 1500
51 |R.R. Nagar 3000 35000 6500 2000
52 |Railway Colony 2600 5100 4100( 1100
53 [Rajapalayam 1500 18200 3400 1400
54 |Rayappanpatti 6000 30000 25000 3500
55 |Rayapuram 10200 3350
56 [Samayanallur 3000 50000] 11000| 4000
57 |Sattur
58 [Shenbaganur 3000 11000 3500 2000
59 [Sengole Nagar 2000 60000| 43500| 2500
60 [Sempatti Mission 200 200 200 200
61 [Silukkuvarpatty 1000 10000 5000| 1000
62 |Sivakasi 11500 116200 50200| 10500
63 [Srivilliputhur 15000{ 40000
64 [St. Mary’s Cathedral 10000 60000/ 50000| 5000
65 |Sundaranatchiapuram
66 |T. Sindalacherry 3000 19400/ 20600| 1000
67 |T. Vadipatti Shrine 1100 10500) 16300] 1500
68 |Theni 4200 42015 19043 3722
69 |Thirumangalam 1600 3600 6010( 1450
\(0 Thirunagar 1500 7500 21000 150(2‘
18
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019 D)
St. Peter’s]Communi-| Prison | Bible [Mission | African |Peter the
Pence |cation Day[Ministry | Sunday |Sunday |Mission [Apostle | OPUS
30/06/19| 14/07/19 |11/08/19 [29/09/19 |20/10/19 | 03/11/19 | 24/11/19 |02/12/19
10490
7500
3000 3000 3000| 3000 3000
12121
3000 3000 3000 100000 3000( 5000 2000
1000 1000/ 1000| 1000 | 12000 500 500 500
700 1000 600| 2000 | 20400 600
320 200 800 1000 5200 750
5206 3976| 5021| 5300 | 85701 3947 3338| 5168
1654 | 32520 1325 1320 1410
5000
2000 2000 2000| 2000 | 41000
1200
1000 1000| 5000| 3000 | 20000 3000
1330 1040| 1120| 2010 | 18100 1310( 1290 1200
1200 1500| 1500 1800 [ 30800
3500 3500 3500| 3500 | 160000 3500( 3500 3500
3000 3100 3000| 3400 | 130000 3000f 3100 3000
1000 1000| 1000
2000 2000 2000| 2000 | 125000
200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200
1000 1000| 1000| 1000 1000( 1000| 1000
15000 | 12000 12100| 12500 | 450000| 10000| 10000 11500
5000 3000 4000| 6000 | 73000 5000
1000 1000| 1000 1000 [ 96410 1000( 1000| 1000
2000 2000| 1000| 3000 | 18250 1000 1000
4200 3300 3800| 4000 | 110500 3500 4400 2600
1100 1000| 1200| 1500
1500 1500 1200 1300 [ 30040 1000 1500[ 1000
\ J
19

a )
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019 A
IS ] Holy Hunger | Good | Vocation
No|  PaishName Childhood ';]‘j'gglsfg Disease | Friday | Sunday
10/02/19 18/04/19| 19/04/19 | 12/05/19
71 |Thiruthangal 3800 2200| 25000 9000 3000
72 |Thummuchinampatty 750 570 820 1000 850
73 |Ugarthe Nagar 2000 2000|] 25000f 15000 2000
74 |Usilampatti 3000 1000 25000 6000 1000
75 |Uthamapalayam
76 |Virudhunagar 9500 9500] 130000f 70000 9500
77 |Vadapatti Mission 200 300 400 600 245
78 |W. Pudupatti 1000 1000 9468| 10956 1000
79 |Y. Othakadai 2000 1022 16141| 19725 1830
Fr. Lourduraj 1400( 1000
Arockia lllam
Holycross Convent, 10000
Pambarpuram
Fouriere Home, 20000
Pambarpuram
St. Agnes Home for 10000
Children,Rayappanpatti
St. Aloysius Instituion 10000
Rayappanpatti
Mariammalkulam 10000
School, T. Vadipatti
HolyCrosss Convent
Batlgundu
Holy Cross Convent
M. Vadipatti
Angelo Provincialate,
Trichy
Total 258385| 157920(2125179| 967454| 151726
NB: * Michaelpalayam Parish Rs. 10,000/- for Hunger & Disease
\_ collection paid directly to MMSSS. )
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 20.12.2019

St. Peter’s| Communi-| Prision | Bible |Mission | African [Peter the
Pence |cation DayMinistry | Sunday |Sunday |Mission |Apostle | OPUs
30/06/19 | 14/07/19 [ 11/08/19 |29/09/19 |20/10/19 | 03/11/29 | 24/12/19 [02/12/19
2200 2100| 2200 3000
900 900 850 820/ 3500 500 650 750
2000 2000| 2000 3000, 50000| 2000 2000] 2000
1000 1200 15020
9500 8700 6700 9600| 205000 9300 9300( 8900
400 300 250 300 13500 450 400
1000 1000| 1000 1000
1436 1591 1510 1357
22000
5000
10000
152122 | 149849| 164842 | 159910 2914074 124361 | 94723 86018
\ J
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4 KANI (SeminariansFund) h
Opening Balance as on 25.11.2019 40,56,438.77
Fr. Parish Priest, Palanganatham 25,000.00
Sr. Superior General, CIC Generalate, Madurai 20,000.00
Sr. Provincial Superior, Meghizhur, Viraganur 10,000.00
Mr. M.A. Jerom Raj & J. Preethika, Marambady, Dindigul 10,000.00
Parishioners, Melakovilpatti 5,705.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Smayanallur 5,000.00
Mr. Kumanan, Gnanaolivupuram 5,000.00
Mr. Arumainathan, Gnanaolivupuram 5,000.00
Asha Savari Antony, Gnanaolivupuram 5,000.00
Mrs. Viyakula Selvi, Gnanaolivupuram 5,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Chinnamanur 5,000.00
St. Mary of Leuca Convent, Bastin Nagar 5,000.00
Fr. Jeyaraj, Melakovilpatty 5,000.00
Sr. Superior, St. Mary of Leuca, Moondrumavadi 5,000.00
Mr. Michael Arulrayan, Gnanaolivupuram 4,000.00
Mrs. Mary, Gnanaolivupuram 4,000.00
Mrs. Kalaiarasi Paul, Gnanaolivupuram 4,000.00
Mr. Amaladoss, Bastin Nagar 3,000.00
Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur 3,000.00
Mrs. Maria Arputhammal, Gnanaolivupuram 2,000.00
Son of Merciful Love, St. Pius Boys Town, Nagamalai 2,000.00
Narchaithi Panikuzhu, Nagamalai 2,000.00
Parishioners, Chinnamanur 1,100.00
Mr. Jesudasan & Josephine Daicy, Nagmalai 1,000.00
G. Usha Bernadett 1,000.00
St. Thomas Anbiam, Palanganatham 700.00
Sr. Manohari, Melakovilpatti, Batlagundu 500.00
Savariammal, Bibikulam 200.00
Mr. K. Maria Muthu, Archbishop’s House, Madurai 200.00
Amali Theresa, Bibikulam 100.00
42,00,943.77
Less: Payment for Sacred Heart Seminary - 14,674.00 14,674.00
Closing Balance as on 20.12.2019 41,86,269.77
CashinHand : 45,700.00
Cash at Bank : 41,40,569.77
41,86,269.77
N\ /
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Diocese of Venice in Florida, U.S.A.
(Through Fr. T.R. Jayabalan)
Saint Alphonsus Congregation, U.S.A.
(Through Fr. Britto Raja Suresh)
Fr. Valentine Joseph, USA
Fr. Britto Raja Suresh, USA
Fr. Arul Joseph, USA
Fr. G. Lourdu Raj, Arockia lllam
Fr. Dhivyanandam
Fr. Arul, Secretary, Dialogue Commission
Mr. & Mrs. Irudaya Raj - Lilly Rose, Annanagar
Fr. A. Antony Samy, Secretary, C.C.L
Fr. Vincent Mathan Babu
Fr. M. John Diraviam, Chancellor
Fr. A. Vedamanickam, Palanganatham
Fr. 1. Maria Arul Selvam
Mr. Arulanandam, Rtd., H.M, Annanagar
Amaladass Nithya, Annanagar
Mr. Jeevanandam & Elizabeth Mary, K. Pudur
Fr. Xavier Arul Rayan, Packiapuram

The Teachers, R.C. Mid.Sch. P. Chettiapatti, Usilampatti

Fr. Gnanasandanam, Arockia Illam
Nazrane Isabella Family, Usilampatti
Mrs. Badma James, Kadachanendal

Total

M ass Received From Parishes

Sivakasi (600 Masses) 60,000.00
Sengole Nagar (150 Masses) 15,000.00
Ayravathanallur ( 55 Masses) 5,500.00
Kadamalaikundu (20 Masses) 2,000.00
Total 82,500.00

N\ —_—
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14,40,699.96

6,15,616.62
1,65,504.00
1,39,835.00
1,04,816.00
55,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
25,000.00
20,000.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00

5,500.00

5,000.00

5,000.00

1,000.00

1,000.00

27,98,971.58
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[ From the Procurator’s Desk ]

Dear Rev. Fathers,

@ Kindly verify the above statement and confirm the remittances.
If any discrepancy isfound, you arewel cometo correct the same
with the recel pt availablewith you.

@ Kindly remit all the Diocesan Collections (13 Nos) and the DMF
(1%) Collections seperatly by Cheque or Bank Draft favouring
TheR.C. Dioceseof Madurai to the Procurator’s Office. This

isin accordance with Government norms for restricting cash
transactions.

& NEWADDRESSBOOK isavailableinthe Diocesan Office &
Nobili Book Center. It costsRs. 110/- only.

& NEW ORDO isavailableinthe Diocesan Office & Nobili Book
Center. It costsRs. 70/- only.

@ The Parishes having Surplus masses are kindly asked to remit
those masses to the diocese, and thus help the other prieststo
offerit.

We appreciate and thank the following parishes for having
computerized their accounting system and come into one diocesan
accounting purview.

[ SINo| Nameof theParish | Account updated till
( Data Collected on 20/12/2019)
1 EllisNagar 20/12/2019
2. Chinnamanur 19/12/2019
3. Bodinayakkanur 13/12/2019
4, Samayandlur 30/11/2019
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5. Muruguthoornpatti 29/11/2019
6. Cumbum 26/11/2019
7. Kadamaakundu 01/11/2019
8. AnnaNagar 30/09/2019
9. Kottur 30/09/2019
10. Mangdamkombu 30/09/2019
1. Mathankovil petti 30/09/2019
12. Meur 30/09/2019
13. Palanganatham 30/09/2019
14. Virudunagar 30/09/2019
15. Thummuchinampaiti 30/06/2019
16. Packiapuram 01/06/2019
17. Anjal Nagar 31/05/2019
18. Kadachanendal 31/03/2018
19. Meenampatti 31/03/2019
20. Railway Colony 31/03/2019
| 21, Theni 31/03/2019 )
Fr. S. Peter Roy, Procurator
T Peticitations On Ondination
"’)’y e Auniversary Day
2 :
=/ Fr.M. Santhiyagappan on  04.01.2019
A D ——
\

Conference of Catholic Bishopsof India
Circular ontheNew English Lectionary
ToAll Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons,
Religious, Catechistsand Lay Faithful of theLatin
Catholic ChurchinIndia

Dear Brothersand Sistersin Chrigt,

God honoursand blessesthose who respect andlove Hisprecious
Word. It is the most valuable possession we own, because it is His
written message to us. From Genesisto Revelation, God revealsHis
mind and heart. Everything else will pass away, “but the word of God
stands forever” (Is. 40:8). The Lord is still on His throne and continues
doing what He haspromised in HisWord. When webelieve and obey it,
our livesaretransformed. TheWord of God bringsusto salvation, guides
our steps, directsustowisdom, liftsour burdensand brings usjoy.

After along wait, we are happy to announcethe arrival of the
New Lectionary tobeusedinall Englishlanguageliturgical celebrations
in our country.The Church in Indiawill begin to officialy use this
Lectionary inliturgical celebrationsfrom 5thApril 2020, Palm Sunday.

It may berecalled that the Bishops of Indiahad commissioned
theworkon an English Trand ation of theHoly Bible cons stent with the
teaching of the Church and according to the normslaid down in the
2001 Ingtruction LiturgiamAuthenticam. They were awarethat the Bible
version presently in use needed improvement for proclamationinthe
Liturgy, epecidly from the viewpoint of the more modern and common
usage of the English language.

The Conference of Catholic Bishopsof India(CCBI) duringits
Plenary Assembly in February 2017 approved the English Standard
Verson Catholic Edition (ESV CE) of theHoly Biblefor useintheLiturgy.
The ESV CE isconsidered one of the most accurate English trand ations
of theHoly Biblefrom theoriginal manuscripts.

This ESV CE has been used throughout the new Lectionary,
with the exception of the Psalmsand Canticles, for which the Revised
Grail Psalmsversion hasbeen used. The Lectionary hasbeen prepared
in accordance with the Ordo LectionumMissae, EditioTypicaAltera
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fof 1981, with the additionsauthorized by the Holy Seeuptothe prmnt\
day, including the new Votive Massesand Massesfor Saints.

Encouraging active participation in the Liturgy, the Second
Vatican Council, in its Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,
SacrosanctumConcilium, remindsusthat in cel ebrating the Liturgy on
earth, “we take part in a foretaste of that heavenly Liturgy which is
celebrated in the holy city of Jerusalem towardswhich wejourney as
pilgrims” (SC 8).

TheNew English Lectionary isprepared according tothe Indian
Liturgical Calendar, incorporating special readingsfor the Solemnities,
Feastsand Memoria sof Indian Saintsand votive Massesfor our country.
We earnestly request you to usethe New English Lectionary for Holy
Massfrom Palm Sunday, 5th April 2020 onwards. HencetheEnglish
Lectionariesthat are currently in usein Indiashould be set aside and
replaced with the New Lectionary.

Thisnew Lectionary isaninvitation for each of usto deepen
our understanding of the Word of God and thereby participate in the
liturgy actively, fully and conscioudly, lifting ourselvesup to the Lord.
Let uswelcomethenew Lectionary asasign of apowerful instrument
of God’s grace in our lives.

Dated the 1%of January, 2020, Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Most Holy Mother of God.

T Filipe Neri Ferrao
President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

T George Antonysamy T Anil Joseph Thomas Couto
Vice President, CCBI Secretary General, CCBI
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore Archbishop of Delhi

ThisCircular should be read and explained on any convenient Sunday
during themonth of February 2020in all parishes, religiouscommunities
and ingtitutions of the dioceses of the Latin Catholic ChurchinIndia

\ J
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Adoration Sunday

January February
05 St. Mary’s Cathedral 02 Anjal Nagar
12 Alangulam : 09  Aruppukottai
19 Ammapatti 16 Ayravathanallur
26 AnnaNagar 23 Ayyampa ayam
Neerology
Archbishop Justin Diraviam on 25.01.1991
Fr. AlexisDiamond Rgj o, 01.01.1997
Fr SvaimuthuVA. o g 08.01.1982
Fr. Ignatius|. Y 08.01.1986
Fr. Bathasar A. 16.01.1986
Fr. Peter Roy onyr 29.01.1964
\. J




(

4 XXXI11. MADURA MISSION -

HISTORICAL NOTES

A Founder and a Visionary
Inthelast issuewerecorded the ministry of aMaduraProphet for

Social Justice, Fr. John Baptist Trincal, who founded agreat mission of
Pudupatti which becamelater aVicariateintheArchdioceseof Madurai.
Asthe new Bishop, Most Rev. Antonysamy S., hastaken the rein of
Palayamkottai it isfitting that we pay our tribute to another visionary
who awakened the poor soulsto God and stood by hisflock at difficult
timesin Palayamkottai region. ItisFather AdrienCaussandwhotireessy
worked in Trinelveli Mission for thirty years. He started hismission at
the North of Tuticorin under thejurisdiction of Fr. LouisVerdier, the
superior of Palayamcotta. Asayoung missionary heworked tirelessly
for hispeople. Hewas a hunter of soulsfor 42 years. He wasaparish
priest at Tuticorin and Palayamkottai. He established Missions at
veeravana lur, kallikulam, anaikaraipatti, vadakankulam, sendamaram,
tutitcorin and palayamkottai.

From 1983 Fr. Caussanel wasthedistrict superior of Trinelveli for
12 years. Once when helost alaw suit asamissionary, he decided to
learnthenuancesof law inorder to help thepoor Christiansin law suits.
Soon he becamewell versed in law and he gui ded many advocatesand
judgesto solvelegal issues. Hisargumentsand legal pointswon many
cases and thus he emerged as a defence for the poor Catholics. Well
known case are two; Oneis 1895 Kalugumalai riot where ten people
were brutally murdered. It was ariot between Chanars who became
Christiansand the high caste Hindu Maravars. Fr. Caussanel welcomed
so many Chanar personsfrom the oppressed group; baptized them and
built a chapel for them at the main street of Kalugumalai. When the
famousannual festival of Hinduswason, the Hindu Maravas demanded
the Christians to remove the portico of the church at the main street
wheretheir car process on wastaking place though there were enough
placefor thecar to passby. Thisresulted inriot and ten were murdered.
Police arrested thousands and many Christians were sent to jail and

7

”"and wisdom he wrote tirel essly Memorandumsto the Viceroy, Hi gr?‘

sentenced to death. Fr. Caussanelwith his self-possessed knowledge
N\ _/
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Court, Secretary of the State of Indiaetc., until justicewasdonefor his
flock. The High court condemned the action of thelocal court which did
not accept the pleasand arguments of the thin and powerlessgroup, the
new Christians. Hewon the case and obtained acquittal for 2 Christians
who were condemned to death and another 34 who were sentenced to
prison. The second case wastheriot of Sivagas where a. 5000 maravars
ransacked Sivakas and surrounding ten villagesof Nadarsagainst their
attempt to enter into Hindu temple. It resulted 23 murders, 102 decoities
and innumerable arsons. Fr. Caussanel helped many to get acquitted
and hel ped two sentenced to death to dieas Christians. Many conversons
took place after these two riots at these places. There was a mass
conversion to Christianity at those places. In 1899 Fr. Causanel made
friendship with theMaravastoo and many of them embraced Chrigtianity.
Fr. Caussanelisawell known savior and prophet among the Christian
Nadarsin the early nineteenth century.

Later (after 1905) when he was a pastor at Vadakankulam for 12
yearsthere arose acaste conflict among hisflock itself, between vellalas
and nadars, in regard to the seat at the church of Vadakankuam. Fr.
Caussanel, who did not want to lose any one of the soul from hisflock,
just obeyed ashissuperiorsordered himto doin order to establish socia
justice among the new converts.

All hissocia ministrieswere geared towardsthe winning of souls
for Chrigt. Hisindomitant spirit urged and led him to found anindigenous
congregation of Brotherswho dedi cate themselvestotally now to educate
the poor children of Tamilnadu. It isthe Congregation of Sacred Heart
Brothers. It wasfounded by Fr. Caussanel on 31% December 1899 with
thecommunity of threeyoung menwiththegoal of evangdizationthrough
education. In 1903 the indigenous congregation of the Brothers was
erected canonically which has spread now in 8 diocesesand enjoys 104
members. Thedream of Fr. Caussanel isbeing actuaized now through
hisvaliant sonswho administer so many renowned High Schools, Higher
secondary schools, schoolsof business management, agricultural dairy
farms, social service centers etc. Hats off to the valiant man of God,

Fr. Caussanel S.J. (to be continued) - Fr. Jodir.
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