




We are in an emergency to dialogue with people. Everytime we reach out and connect with someone, it is an act ofheroism. Don’t underestimate it. It could be someone you know.It could be someone you’ve always wanted to connect with butnever have. It could be someone you really disagree with. Let’sgo for a heroic New Year’s Resolution.Let’s resolve to reconnect. To reach out to just one personwe don’t know, or from whom we have drifted apart. Pick oneperson. Pick up the phone. Send them a text. Meet them for a cupof tea. Make that connection. Let’s begin cementing our unityone brick at a time. For this New Year - and this new decade - Ipray that we find the hope offered in Jesus Christ.Happy New Year! We know that this past year has beenfull of challenges, and we pray that the coming year bringsbrighter days.  Let Mary our beloved Mother be with you, embraceyou, console you, guide you and intercede for you in all your upsand downs in this New Year.

THE VOICE OF THE PASTOR

May I wish you all a Happy, Healthy
& Prosperous New Year 2023.May God bless you!Your loving Archbishop,
+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony PappusamyArchbishop of Madurai

Be in connection with one anotherChristmas is nothing but God reconnectedwith the humanity that was disconnected fromHim, through the birth of Jesus. Jesus madethis communication possible throughinteraction, intervention and sacrifice on thecross. This New Year invites us for thesehuman connections. Though there are variousmodern gadgets available for communicationyet we remain isolated and many remain unnoticed in the societyaround us. When we hear someone described as a GoodSamaritan, we think about that person taking the time to helpthe other.  But it’s also a story told by Jesus about someone takingthe risk of reaching out to another who was very different tothem. Christian faith doesn’t promise us a comfortable life alone.Christ promises us hope, meaning, peace, purpose and joy - andnot just comfort! It’s about following in the footsteps of Jesus,who took the risk of connecting with people who were separatedfrom him. If we look at the fire safety crew, they always remaincalm, but when emergency comes they reach to the risky areasto rescue people. It is an act of heroism.



* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761  or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

* Appointments are subject to change.

Archbishop’s Engagements

Order of Mother of God (OMD) - 1st January
Society of the Divine Word (SVD) - 15th January
Society of the Catholic Apostolate (SAC) - 22nd January
Pallottine Missionary Sisters (SAC) - 22ndJanuary
Congregation of St. Francis de Sales (MSFS) - 24 th January
Congregation of Samaritan Sisters (CSS) - 25th January
Salesians of Don Bosco (SDB) - 31st January
Montfort Fathers (SMM) - 31st January

ï«khj« ÉHh bfh©lhL« g§FfŸ
1. _‹W PhÅa® Mya«, t. òJ¥g£o - #dtÇ 6
2. FHªij ïnaR  Mya«, cfh®¤nj ef® - #dtÇ 15
3. òÅj brgÞâah® Mya«, všäÞef® - #dtÇ 20
4. É‹br‹£ gšnyh£o Mya«, âUef® - #dtÇ 22
5. FHªij ïnaR Mya«, x¤ijahš - #dtÇ 30
6. bjh‹nghÞnfh Mya«, My§Fs« - #dtÇ 31

ï«khj« ÉHh bfh©lhL« Jwtw rigfŸ

Pope’s General Prayer Intention
For educators
We pray that educators may be credible witnesses,
teaching fraternity rather than competition and
helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.
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01 Sun M Being with the Needy and faithful of the Archdiocese
07 Sat M R.C. Schools’ HMs Meeting
08 Sun E Blessing of the Renovated Church,

         Pomminayakanpatty
10-11 Chennai
12 Thu M Annual Day, Holy Cross Girls Hr. Sec, Batlagundu
13 Fri M Blessing of Spirituality Centre, MSFS, Ammapatti

E Flag Hoisting, Madathattuvillai, Kuzhithurai
14 Sat E Feast Mass, Nattalam, Kuzthithurai
15 Sun E Blessing of the Renovated Church, Chinnalapatti
16 Mon M Province Day Mass, FIHM, Othakadai

E Mass at Marambadi
17-19 TNBC Meet, Tuticorin
20 Fri Charismatic Praise and Worship, Commission for

Evangelization
21 Sat M Silver Jubilee of Bro. Chinnappan (Catechist),

Sirumalai
22 Sun M Mass for the Youth

M Anbiam Training for Teachers, St. Mary’s Cathedral
E Feast Mass, Thirunagar

23-30 34th Plenary Assembly at St. John’s Medical College,
Bangalore

31 Tue M Education Council Meeting
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nguhaÇ‹ ï«khj brg¡fU¤J
th®¤ij : flîŸ m‹ghŒ ïU¡»wh®; m‹ãš Ãiy¤âU¡»wt® flînshL

ïizªâU¡»wh®. (1 nahth 4:16)
thœ¡if : Ra ÉU¥ò btW¥ò flªJ m‹ig cyfkakh¡Fnth«. mJ e«

ïšy¤âÈUªnj bjhl§f£L«.

+ nguha® mªnjhÅ gh¥òrhÄ

ï¥g§FfËš gÂ òÇí« g§F¤jªija®fŸ, Jwtw¤jh®, ïiwk¡fŸ
k‰W« JwtwrigÆd® midtU¡F« vdJ thœ¤JfS« brg§fS«.



Please Note
         NEWYEAR GREETINGS AND BLESSINGS:

His Grace our Archbishop wishes you all a blessed, happy, healthy and
Synodal New Year 2023, which brings through the grace of God, once again
a lot of opportunities to serve God and His People. May Peace, Joy and
Love which the Saviour brought to the earth, bloom in your hearts and
minds throughout this New Year. May you all be blessed with good health
in mind and body! “Let us confront the challenges of our world, as Pope
Francis said, in a spirit of responsibility and compassion, and revisit the
issue of ensuring public health for all. Let us promote actions that enhance
peace and put an end to the conflicts and wars that continue to spawn poverty
and death.” (56th World Day of Peace Message of Holy Father, 01-01-2023).

        HAPPY FEAST DAY TO HIS GRACE

On the Feast of St. Antony the Great, on 17th of this month, we wish your
Grace a very happy feast day. May the good Lord, through the intercession
of St. Antony, shower His blessings on you, our Archbishop and your
shepherdingministries!

YEAR OF EPISCOPAL SILVER JUBILEE

The Episcopal Silver Jubilee of His Grace our Archbishop begins  from 4th

February 2023. DNL exhorts all the readers to pray for his Grace all through
this year and to wish him ad multos annos.  The timeline of his life history
is highlighted in this issue on  Page 9.

  nghq;fy; ey;tho;j;Jfs;

jkpoH jpUehshk; nghq;fy; ed;ehspy; ekJ cs;sq;fspYk; ekJ

,iwkf;fs; midtuJ ,y;yq;fspYk; md;Gk; mwKk;> tsKk; eyKk;>

mikjpAk; kfpo;r;rpAk; nghq;fpll;Lk;. cynfq;fpYk; cs;s

jkpo;r;r%fk; Ntw;Wik fise;J xw;Wik fhzTk;> jkpoH kuG>

gz;ghL> tho;T newp> gilg;ghw;wy;fs; fhf;fg;gl;L nkUNfw;wg;glTk;

xd;WgLNthk;. midtUf;Fk; jkpo;g; Gj;jhz;L ey;tho;j;Jfs;. (DNL
wishes all the readers a very happy and prosperous Tamil New Year on
Pongal Festival)

       THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE

It is celebrated traditionally from 18th to 25th of January , during which the
Parish Priests are asked to promote Christian Unity by inviting the pastors
of other denominations to our Catholic Church for a Prayer Session, and by
attending their services. Let the prayer of Christ “that they all may be one”
(Jn. 17:22) be fulfilled.

    REUNION

It is postponed and the date and time will be notified later.

      NOBILI PASTORAL CENTRE

As we all know, the New Building for Nobili Pastoral Centre is under
construction and nearing its completion. Due to Corona pandemic and
financial constrains there was a delay in continuing the work. At this juncture,
our Archbishop thankfully remembers all the contributors and donors and in
a special way the clergy and the laity of our Archdiocese for their generosity.
He also encourages more generous contributions towards its completion.

      CONGRATULATIONS

To Rev. Dr. L. Anandam for having released his 27th book titled “Matha
Neeye Arulvellame” a complete work on Mariology. His Grace, Most. Rev.
Dr. Antony Pappusamy released the book on 13.12.2022, on the day of
monthly recollection and appreciated the work of the author. Msgr. Jerome
Eronimus received the first copy and Archbishop was generous enough to
present the book to all the priests as Christmas gift.

                                                                           CONDOLENCES

The Archdiocese expresses its deepest condolences to the presbyterium of
Palayamkottai diocese and prayerfully remembers the services of
Rev. Fr. T.A. Bercmans who breathed his last on 05.12.2022 at the age
of 86. He was ordained for the Madurai diocese in 1963 and had served in
Gnanaolivupuram, Paramakudi, Andavoorani and Puliyampatti. After the
bifurcation of Palayamkottai diocese he opted to be the clergy of Palaymkottai
for the rest of his life. His funeral took place at St. Xavier s Cathedral,
Palayamkottai on 06.12.2022.

07Archdiocese of Madurai 08 DNL



10 DNL09Archdiocese of Madurai

e« ešyhaÇ‹ thœ¡if¡ F¿¥ò
ãw¥ò : 01.10.1949
ïl« : khu«gho, â©L¡fš
bg‰nwh® : âU. gh¥òrhÄ

âUkâ. Mnuh¡»a«khŸ
cl‹ãw¥ò : xU j«ã, xU j§if
fšÉ : ïy¤Ô‹ - M§»y« go¥ò

- òÅj ngJU FU¤Jt¡ fšÿÇ, kJiu (1966-68)
j¤JtÆaš, ïiwÆaš
- òÅj gîš FU¤Jt¡ fšÿÇ, âU¢á (1968 - 1976)

FU¤Jt
mUŸbghÊî : 07.07.1976

gÂfŸ
 cjÉ¥ g§F¤jªij, cyfÛ£g® Mya«, âU¢á (1976 - 1977)

 âU¢á MaÇ‹ bray® (1977-1978)
 »¿Þjt thœî gÂ¡FG bray® (1977 -1980)
 STL, STD nk‰go¥ò òÅj nahth‹ yh¤ju‹ gšfiy¡fHf«,

cnuhik (1980 - 1984)
 ïiwÆaš nguháÇa®, òÅj gîš FU¤Jt¡ fšÿÇ, âU¢á (1984 - 1991)

 ïa¡Fe®, Catechetical Sisters of St. Thomas gh¤âkh ef®, âU¢á
(1985 - 1995)

 âU¢á kiwkht£l Kj‹ik¡ FU : 1991 - 1994
 fšÉ Kjšt®, òÅj gîš FU¤Jt¡ fšÿÇ (1995 - 1998)

Jiz Mauhf¤ bjÇî brŒa¥£l ehŸ : 05.11.1998
Mauhf mUŸbghÊî brŒa¥g£l ehŸ : 04.02.1999
ÉUJth¡F : “m‹ãÅš nrit ky®ªâl”
FU¤Jt btŸË ÉHh : 07.07.2001
â©L¡fš Kjš Ma® : 28.12.2003 - 26.07.2014
6MtJ nguhauhf m¿É¡f¥g£l ehŸ : 26.07.2014
nguhauhf bghW¥ng‰w ehŸ : 24.08.2014
jÄHf Ma® nguit jiyt® : 2016 -2021
ghisa§nfh£il gÇghyf® : 29.06.2018 - 20.11.2019
FÊ¤Jiu gÇghyf® : 06.06.2020 Kjš

,NaRtpd; gpwg;Gtpoh nfhz;lhl;lk; kfpo;r;rpapd; xU nray;ghlhf
ekJ gq;F Mya jpUtopghLfspy; ghb ,iwkf;fSf;F cjtpahf
cs;s ghlw;FOtpdiu mq;fPfhpf;Fk; tpjkhfTk;, cw;rhfg;gLj;jJk;
tpjj;jpYk; ek;kiwkhtl;l rjq;if fiyj; njhlh;G ikaj;jpd;
Kd;ndLg;gpy; ,isQh; gzpf;FO, ew;nra;jp gzpf;FO, jpUtopghl;L
gzpf;FO kw;Wk; FLk;g eytho;T gzpf;FOf;fs; ,ize;J kiwtl;l
mstpy; fpwp];k]; ghly; Nghl;b ,e;j Mz;Lk; elj;jg;gl;lJ. ,e;jg;
Nghl;bapy; fye;J nfhz;l midj;J ghlw; FOtpdUf;Fk; mth;fis
cw;rhfg;gLj;jp mDg;gp itj;j midj;Jg; gq;Fj; je;ijfSf;Fk;
vkJ ed;wpfs;.   ,e;jg; Nghl;bfis elj;Jtjw;F ,lk; mspj;J
midj;J Vw;ghLfisAk; nra;J nfhLj;j GJ}h;, QhdxspTGuk;,
rptfhrp, %Q;;rpf;fy; gq;Fj;je;ijah;fSf;Fk; nghpaFsk; n[auh[;
md;dghf;fpak; fy;Y}hp, jpUr;rp Gdpj md;dhs; rig rNfhjhpfSf;Fk;
vkJ ed;wpfs;. ,e;jg; Nghl;bapy; fye;J nfhz;NlhUf;FghpRfs;
toq;fTk;  kw;w nryTfis vjph; nf hs ;sTk ; nghUshj h u
cjtpnra;j jpUthsh;fs; yhud;];> gpuhy;fh ghy;uh[;, ts;sy;
nrg];jpahd;, GfNoe;jp tp[ah, fg;gy; [hd; Mfpa midtUf;Fk;
vkJ rpwg;ghd ed;wpfs;.

fye;J nfhz;l gq;Ffs; kw;Wk; ghpRngw;Nwhh; tpguk; ;

kJiu tlf;F
1. GJ}h; -I
2. flr;rNde;jy; -II
3. gP.gP Fsk; -III
4. nrq;Nfhy; efh;
5. mQ;ry; efh;;
6. mz;zh efh;
7. rkaey;Y}h;
8. ghf;fpaehjGuk;;
9. xj;jf;fil

kiwt£l msÉyhd »¿ÞJ ãw¥ò ghlš ngh£o - 2022

kJiu njw;F
1. nrgkhiy
  md;id Myak; - I
2. vy;;yP]; efh; -II
3. QhdxspTGuk;-III
4. khpad;id Nguhyak;
5. ,uapy;Nt fhydp
6. gh];bd; efh;
7. jpUefh;

nfhilf;fhdy ;
1. %Q;rpf;fy; -I
2. ghf;fpaGuk;;-II
3. Y}h;JGuk; -III
4. cfhh;j;Njefh;-III

tj;jyf;Fz;L
1. KUfj;J}uhd;gl;b-I
2. ftpuhaGuk;

3. fy;ybg;gl;b

Njdp
1. Nghb -I
2. Njdp -II
3. cj;jkghisak;-III
4. fk;gk;
5. nghpaFsk;
6. Nfhl;^h;
7. ,uhag;gd;gl;b

tpUJefh;
1.  R.R efh; -I
2. jpUj;jq;fy; -II
3. tpUJefh; -III
4. Jk;Krpd;dk;gl;b
5. rptfhrp
6. khpahD]; efh;

jpUtpy;ypGj;J}h;
1. jpUtpy;ypGj;J}h; -I
2. uh[ghisak;
3. Njtjhdk;

mUs;gzp. kupa kpf;Nfy;
nrayh;> rjq;if
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gšrka ciuahlš gÂ¡FG
30.11.2022 m‹W brgkhiy m‹id Mya tshf¤âš ešÈz¡f

x‹¿¥ò »¿Þjt ÉHh el¤JtJ r«gªjkhd Mnyhrid T£l«
mUŸjªij L. Mdªj« mt®fŸ jiyikÆš eilbg‰wJ.  ï¡T£l¤âš
CSI, TELC, ï«khDntš Mya« k‰W« ïªJ e©g®fŸ, ïÞyh«
rnfhju®fŸ, fhªâ Äôáa« áWgh‹ik k¡fŸ ey¡FG k‰W« gÂ¡FG
cW¥ãd®fŸ fyªJbfh©ld®. 6.12.2022 m‹W mšnyÿah ltÇš
bjhl®T£l« eilbg‰wJ.  m›ÉHhÉš mid¤J rig ghÞl®fŸ âU.
kDntš b#auh{ k‰W« bghJÃiyÆd® gÂ¡FG bray® cŸgl 13 ng®
fyªJ bfh©ld®.  ÉHh F¿¤J fyªJiuahl¥g£lJ.

15.12.2022 m‹W bgh‹nkÅ òJthœî etÇš Bless Madurai
brg¡T£l«  rig CÊa®fË‹ I¡»a TLifahf eilbg‰wJ.  mt®fis
mU£jªij bgdo¡£ g®dghÞ mt®fŸ rªâ¤J ešÈz¡f x‹¿¥ò
»¿ÞkÞ ÉHh g‰¿a brŒâfis g»®ªJ bfh©L všnyhU¡F« miH¥ãjœ
bfhL¤J rigÆdnuhL fyªJbfhŸs c‰rhf¥gL¤âdh®.  cl‹ gÂ¡FG
gÂahsU« fyªJbfh©lh®fŸ.

17.12.2022 m‹W fhiy 10 kÂasÉš Í‹dh âlš,
kfó¥ghisa¤âš eilbg‰w áWgh‹ik k¡fŸ ey¡FGÉd® f©ld¡
T£l¤âš x‹¿a ãn#ã muir f©o¤J M®¥gh£l« eilbg‰wJ.  mâš
áWgh‹ik khzt®fS¡F 1 Kjš 8« tF¥ò tiu tH§» tªj fšÉ
cjÉ¤ bjhifia âU«g tH§f nfhÇ eilbg‰w T£l¤âš mU£jªij
bgdo¡£ g®dghÞ jdJ fU¤J¡fis gâî brŒjh®fŸ. khiy rh¤öÇš
eilbg‰w YMCA Carols T£l¤âš eilbg‰w »¿ÞkÞ ÉHhÉš
fyªJbfh©L jdJ fU¤J¡fis gâî brŒjh®fŸ.

18.12.2022 nguha®fŸ, mik¢r®fŸ, k‰W« áWgh‹ik
Miz¤jiyt® miH¥ã‹ ngÇš mbkÇ¡f‹ fšÿÇÆš eilbg‰w
áWgh‹ikÆd® âd T£l¤âš gÂ¡FG cW¥ãd®fŸ
fyªJbfh©ld®fŸ. - bray®

kJiu gšneh¡F r_f nrth r§f«
09.12.2022 md;W fhiy 11.15 kzpf;F mUg;Gf;Nfhl;il tl;lhu

mYtyfj;jpy; cyf Coy; vjpu;g;G jpdk; kw;Wk; ,e;jpa ngz;

Foe;ijfs; jpdk; nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ. jpUkpF. nghUl;nry;tp

midtiuAk; tuNtw;W  mwpKfk; nra;J itf;f  jpUkpF.Qhdk;

mtu;fspd; tpopg;Gzu;T ghlNyhL epfo;r;rp njhlq;fpaJ. mUs;je;ij.

uh[d; cyf Coy; gw;wp fUj;Jiuahw;wpdhu;. Coy; tPl;by; ,Ue;J

jhd; njhlq;FfpwJ vdTk; Foe;ij gUtj;jpNyNa Neu;ikahf ,Uf;f

Foe;ijfsplk; ey;y fUj;Jf;fs; kw;Wk; ey;y fijfis $wp>

rKjhaj;jpy; ey;y Foe;ijia cUthf;f Ntz;Lk; vd $wpdhu;.

tof;fwpQu; jpUkpF. KUfd; jd;id mwpKfk; nra;Jtpl;L cyf

Coy; vjpu;g;G jpdj;jd;W ,e;epfo;r;rp Vw;ghL nra;j vk;.vk;.v];.v];.v];.

epWtdj;jpw;F ed;wp njuptpj;J Coy; jLg;G gw;wp rpy fUj;Jf;fis

gfpu;e;J nfhz;lhh;. Neu;ikahf nra;Ak; nraYf;F vt;tpj gaKk;

,Uf;fhJ vd;W $wp> mLj;j jiyKiwia Neu;ikahd topapy;

nry;tjw;F midtUk; CoYf;F vjpuhf epw;Nghk; vd;W $wpdhu;.

mjidj; njhlu;e;J ,e;jpa ngz; Foe;ijfs; jpdk; nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ.

jpUkpF.nghUl;nry;tp ,e;jpa ngz; Foe;ijfs; jpdk; gw;wp Ngrpdhu;.

ngz; Foe;ijfs; gpwg;gJ ghf;fpak; vdTk;> Foe;ij jpUkzk;

jtW vdTk; mjw;fhd rl;ljpl;lq;fs; gw;wp vLj;Jf; $wpdhu;.

jpUkpF.jpNd~; epfo;r;rpf;F tUif Gupe;j midtUf;Fk; ed;wp $w

tpoh ,dpNj epiwtile;jJ.

10.12.2022 fhiy 11 kzpf;F tj;jyFz;L tl;lhuj;jpy; kdpj

cupik ehs; kd;dtuhjp ,lj;jpy; mUl;je;ij.];lhypd; jiyikapy;

eilngw;wJ. tl;lhu xUq;fpizg;ghsu; jpUkpF.ghf;fpayl;Rkp

midtiuAk; tuNtw;W mwpKfk; nra;J itj;jhu;. rpwg;G miog;ghsu;

tof;fwpQu; jpUkpF. kzpfz;ld; kdpjd; tho;Tf;F Kf;fpakhd

czT> cil  ,Ug;gplk;  gw;wpAk; mtw;iw ngWtjw;F NghuhLk;

cupik ekf;F cz;L vd;gijAk; jdp xU kdpjDf;F czT ,y;iy

vdpy; n[fj;jpid mopj;jpLNthk; vd;w ghujpahupd; thHj;ijfisf;

$wp ekJ cupikf;fhf ehk;jhd; Nghuhl Ntz;Lk;. NghuhLk; Fzj;jpid

tsu;j;Jf; nfhs;s Ntz;Lk; vd;W $wpdhu;. ,e;epfo;tpy; 35

Racjtpf;FO cWg;gpdHfs; fye;Jnfhz;ldH. jpUkpF.Nfhkjp

epfo;r;rpf;F tUif Gupe;j midtUf;Fk; ed;wp $w tpoh ,dpNj

epiwtile;jJ.

15.12.2022 md;W kJiu gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;fj;jpd;

rhu;ghf cyf tptrhapfs; jpdk; nfhilf;fhdy; tl;lhu mYtyfj;jpy;

A Sunday school teacher asked her children on the way to
service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"

One little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping."

ïisP® gÂ¡FG
V‰fdnt â£lÄl¥g£oUªj kJiu ca®kiwkht£l jÄHf

f¤njhÈ¡f ïisP® ïa¡f TLifahdJ ï«khj« 21 k‰W« 22 M»a
eh£fËš eilbgW»wJ.  g§F¤ jªija®fŸ j§fŸ g§F ïisP®fis
KGikahf g§bfL¡f C¡f¥gL¤jî«.            - bray®



nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ. ,f;nfhz;lhl;lj;jpy; 64 egu;fs; gq;Nfw;wdu;. jpUkjp.

rrpfyh tuNtw;Giu toq;fpdhu;. ,r;rpwg;G jpdj;jpd; Nehf;fk; Fwpj;J

khtl;l xUq;fpizg;ghsu; jpUkpF. nyhiul;lh tpsf;fk; mspj;jhu;.

Mjtd; xd;wpa ehzar; rq;fg; nghWg;ghsu;fs; tpopg;Gzu;T ghly;

ghbdhu;fs;. rpwg;G miog;ghsu; jpUkpF. Ngl;upf;> tptrha eyr;rq;fk>;

nrz;gfD}u; ,aw;if tptrhak; nra;Ak; Kiw mjdhy; Vw;gLk;

ed;ikfs;> ,aw;if cuk; jahupf;Fk; topKiw gw;wp tpsf;fk;

mspj;jhu;. kz; ghj;jpuq;fspd; kUj;Jt Fzk; Fwpj;J tpsf;fk;

mspj;jhu;. MNuhf;fpakhd FLk;gq;fis cUthf;f topKiw $wpdhu;.

fhshd; tsu;g;G gapw;rp gw;wp gfpu;e;jhu;. ,e;j cyf tptrhapfs; jpd

rpwg;G ehspy; fye;J nfhz;ltu;fspy; FwpQ;rp efu; gFjpapy; xU

egUf;F Njhl;lf;fiy rhu;ghf khbj;Njhl;lk; mikf;f jpUkpF fhu;j;jpf;>

Mj;kh ey rq;fk; gupe;Jiu nra;jhH. jpUkjp.jtkzp ed;wp $w rpwg;G

jpdk; ,dpNj epiwtile;jJ.

19.12.2022 md;W fpwp];J gpwg;G tpohthdJ kJiu gy;Nehf;F

r%f Nrth rq;fj;jpd; ika mYtyfj;jpy; nfhz;lhlg;gl;lJ. fhiy

11 kzpf;F kJiu cau;kiwkhtl;l Kjd;ik FU NguUs;je;ij.

n[Nuhk; vNuhzpK]; mtu;fs; ,iwNtz;ly; nra;J Fbiyg;

Gdpjg;gLj;jpdhH. mjidj;  njhlu;e;J  fpwp];J  gpwg;G tpohtpd;

nfhz;lhl;lkhdJ kfpo;Tld;  Jtq;fpaJ. mUl;je;ij. fgpupNay;

mtu;fs; rpwg;G miog;ghsHfis tuNtw;W rpwg;G nra;jhH. mjidj;

njhlHe;J> fpwp];J gpwg;G ,d;dpirg; ghly;fs>; tpopg;Gzu;T ehlfk;>

tpy;Yg; ghl;L> tl;lhug; gzpahsu;fspd; eldk; Nghd;w fiy epfo;Tfs;

eilngw;wd. tpohtpd; ikakhf kJiu njw;;F kiwtl;l mjpgH

mUs; KidtH Mde;jk; mtHfspd; rpwg ;GiuAk; rq;fj;

Jizj;jiythpd; MrpAiuAk; mike;jJ. fpwp];J gpwg;G rpwg;G

,johf r%f tpopfs; nehgpyp kiwgzp epiya ,af;FdH

mUs;gzp. ngdbf;l; gHdgh];  mtHfs;  ntspapl> kiwkhtl;lg;

nghUshsH mUs;gzp.   my;thu]; nrgh];bd; mtHfs; Kjy;

gpujpiag; ngw;Wf;nfhz;lhHfs;. mUs;gzp. uh[d; mtu;fspd; ed;wp

ciuNahL tpoh ,dpNj epiwtile;jJ.                              - bray®

khjk; Njjp    gapw;rp eilngWk; ,lk; fpoikfs;

[dthp 07,08.1.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
21,22.1.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
28,29.1.2023 epyf;Nfhl;il rdp> QhapW

gpg;uthp 04,05.2.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
11,12.2.2023 jpUtpy;ypGj;Jhh; rdp> QhapW
18,19.2.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
25,26.2.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW

khh;r; 04,05.3.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
11,12.3.2023 nfhilf;fhdy; rdp> QhapW
18,19.3.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
25,26.3.2023 tpUJefh; rdp> QhapW

Vg;uy; 15,16.4.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
22,23.4.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW
29,30.5.2023 jpUtpy;ypGj;Jhh; rdp> QhapW

Nk 06,07.5.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
13,14.5.2023 epyf;Nfhl;il rdp> QhapW
20,21.5.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW

[_d; 03,04.6.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
10,11.6.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW
17,18.6.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
24,25.6.2023 nfhilf;fhdy; rdp> QhapW

[_iy 01,02.7.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
08,09.7.2023 tpUJefh; rdp> QhapW
15,16.7.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
22,23.7.2023 epyf;Nfhl;il rdp> QhapW

Mf];l; 05,06.8.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
12,13.8.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW
19,20.8.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
26,27.8.2023 jpUtpy;ypGj;Jhh; rdp> QhapW

FLk;g eytho;Tg;gzpf;FO>
kJiu cah;kiwkhtl;lk;

nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak;> Nfh. GJhh;> kJiu -625 007

jpUkz Kd;jahhpg;G gapw;rp ml;ltiz - 2023
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A drunk staggers into a Catholic Church, enters a
confessional booth, sits down, but says nothing. The
Priest coughs a few times to get his attention, but the
drunk continues to sit there. Finally, the Priest pounds
three times on the wall. The drunk mumbles, "Ain't no
use knockin'! There's no paper on this side either!"



mUl;gzp. v];;. N[k;];ghy;uh[ ;

 nrayh;> FLk;g ey;tho;Tg; gzpf;FO>

  miyNgrp: 9443460723> mYtyf njhiyNgrp:  0452-2566520

nrg;lk;gh; 02,03.9.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
09,10.9.2023 nfhilf;fhdy; rdp> QhapW
16,17.9.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
23,24.9.2023 epyf;Nfhl;il rdp> QhapW

mf;Nlhgh; 07,08.10.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
14,15.10.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW
21,22.10.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
28,29.10.2023 tpUJefh; rdp> QhapW

etk;gh; 04,05.11.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
18,19.11.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
25,26.11.2023 nfhilf;fhdy; rdp> QhapW

brk;gh; 02,03.12.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW
09,10.12.2023 cj;jkghisak; rdp> QhapW
16.17.12.2023 nehgpyp mUs;gzp epiyak; rdp> QhapW

ïªâahÉš mâfÇ¤J tU« »¿¤Jt
áWgh‹ikÆdU¡F vâuhd t‹KiwfŸ

2022 M« M©oš ïªâahÉš »¿Þjt®fS¡F vâuhd t‹Kiw
r«gt§fŸ bjhl®ghf et«g® 26 m‹W I¡»a »¿¤Jt k‹w« (UCF) juî
m¿¡ifia btËÆ£lJ.  2022 #dtÇ Kjš et«g® 21 tiu
»¿Þjt®fS¡F vâuhf 511 t‹Kiw¢ r«gt§fŸ gâî brŒa¥g£LŸsJ.
flªj M©L gâî brŒa¥g£lij Él ïªj v©Â¡if mâf«.  2018-
ïš gâî brŒa¥g£l bkh¤j t‹Kiw r«gt§fË‹ v©Â¡if 292.
2019ïš gâî brŒa¥g£l bkh¤j t‹Kiw r«gt§fË‹ v©Â¡if 328.
2020ïš gâî brŒa¥g£l bkh¤j t‹Kiw r«gt§fË‹ v©Â¡if 279.
2021ïš gâî brŒa¥g£l bkh¤j t‹Kiw r«gt§fË‹ v©Â¡if 505
vd ïu©L kl§F mâfÇ¤JŸsJ.  c¤ju¥ ãunjr« 149 jh¡Fjšfis
gâî brŒJ Kjš  ïl¤âš cŸsJ.  r¤ÔÞf® 115 jh¡Fjšfis gâî
brŒJŸsJ.  #h®¡f©£ 48 jh¡Fjšfis gâî brŒJŸsJ.  bj‹
khÃy§fËš, f®ehlfh k‰W« jÄœehL Kiwna 30 jh¡Fjšfis gâî
brŒJŸsJ.  MªâuhÉš 2018ïš 5 jh¡FjšfŸ, 2019ïš 9 jh¡FjšfŸ,
2020ïš 8 jh¡FjšfŸ, 2022ïš 6 jh¡FjšfŸ gâî brŒa¥g£LŸsd.

kWòw«, bjY§fhdhÉš 2022, 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018ïš Kiwna 4,3,6,18,19
jh¡FjšfŸ gâth»íŸsd.

jÄœeh£oš 2018ïš 48jh¡FjšfŸ, 2019ïš 56 jh¡FjšfŸ,
2020ïš 17 jh¡FjšfŸ, 2021ïš 21 jh¡FjšfŸ gâî brŒa¥g£LŸsd.
UCF mË¡F« juîfË‹go 2014 Kjš 2022 tiu jÄœeh£oš 227
jh¡FjšfŸ mu§nf¿íŸsd.  »£l¤j£l ghâ r«gt§fŸ (117) bfh§F
k©ly¤âš ïUªJ gâth»íŸsd.

f®ehlfhÉš 2018ïš 8 jh¡FjšfŸ, 2019ïš 27 jh¡FjšfŸ
2020ïš 16 jh¡FjšfŸ gâî brŒa¥g£LŸsd.  flªj M©L »¿ÞJkÞ
rka¤âš, »¿Þjt®fS¡F vâuhd t‹KiwfŸ ï§F mâfkhf
ïUªjd.

»¿ÞJt áWgh‹ik k¡fS¡F vâuhd fhÉ¡F©l®fË‹
t‹Kiw bt¿ah£l§fŸ x›bthU M©L« mâfÇ¤J tU»wJ
v‹gijna ïªj juîfŸ fh£L»‹wd.

ïªâahÉš, KÞä« k¡fŸ Ûjhd r§ gÇthu F«gšfË‹
jh¡FjšfŸ nkho murh§f« M£á mikªj ãwF ÔÉukilªjJ.  tl
khÃy§fËš F¿¥ghf ã.n#.ã. MS« khÃy§fËš KÞä« - »¿Þjt -
jÈ¤ áWgh‹ik k¡fS¡F vâuhd fhÉ¡F©l®fË‹ kjbt¿ - rhâ
bt¿ jh¡FjšfŸ gykl§F mâfÇ¤JŸsJ.

bj‹ ïªâahÉY« f®ehlfhÉš btË¥gilahfnt Ï#h¥
ãu¢áid bjhl§» gšntW KÞä« - »¿¤jt®fŸ Ûjhd t‹KiwfŸ
mu§nf‰w¥g£L tU»wJ.  jÄHf¤âš F©Lbto¥òfŸ, ã.n#.ã
m©zhkiy ngh‹nwhÇ‹ btW¥ò ng¢RfŸ, r§ gÇthu§fŸ kj¡
fytu¤ij ö©l Ma¤jkhtij bjŸs¤bjËth¡» tU»‹wd.

ehL KGtJ« g‰¿ gl®ªJ tU« r§ gÇthu§fË‹ t‹Kiw
jh¡FjšfS¡F vâuhfî«, áWgh‹ik k¡fis ghJfh¡fî« fsÄw§f
nt©oaJ e« midtÇ‹ flikahF«.
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(e‹¿: ÃôÞÄ‹£ www.vinavu.com)
»¿¤jt® thœîÇik ïa¡f¤âid tY¥gL¤â nk‰fhQ«
rthšfis rªâ¥gJ«, M¡f¥ó®tkhd ghJfh¥ò k‰W« cÇikrh®
brašfis K‹bdL¥gJ« fhy¤â‹ f£lha«.  Mfnt g§F
msÉY« »is mik¥òfis tY¥gL¤â e« ey‹fis
ghJfh¥ngh«. J‹òW« âUmitnahL e« njhHikia
btË¥gL¤Jnth«. mUs;gzp. S. yhud;] ;

xUq;fpizg;ghsh;> fpwpj;jth; tho;Thpik ,af;fk;



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 56th WORLD DAY OF PEACE

1 JANUARY 2023
No one can be saved alone.

Combatting Covid-19 together, embarking together on paths of peace

“Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night”
(1Thessalonians, 5:1-2).

1. With these words, the Apostle Paul encouraged the Thessalonian
community to remain steadfast, their hearts and feet firmly planted and their
gaze fixed on the world around them and the events  of history, even as
they awaited  the  Lord’s return. When tragic events  seem to overwhelm
our lives, and we feel plunged into a dark and difficult maelstrom of injustice
and suffering, we are likewise called to keep our hearts open to hope and to
trust in God, who makes himself present, accompanies us with tenderness,
sustains us in our weariness and, above all, guides our path. For this reason,
Saint Paul constantlyexhorts the community to be vigilant, seeking goodness,
justice and truth: “So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep
awake and be sober” (5:6). His words are an invitation to remain alert and
not to withdraw into fear, sorrow or resignation, or to yield to distraction or
discouragement. Instead, we should be like sentinels keeping watch and
ready to glimpse the first light of dawn, even at the darkest hour.

2. Covid-19 plunged us into a dark night. It destabilized our daily
lives, upset our plans and routines, and disrupted the apparent tranquillityof
even the most affluent societies. It generated disorientation and suffering
and caused the death of great numbers of our brothers and sisters.

Amid a  whirlwind  of unexpected challenges and facing a
situation confusing even from a scientific standpoint, the world’s healthcare
workers mobilized to relieve immense suffering and to seek  possible
remedies. At the  same  time,  political authorities  had  to take  measures
to organize and manage efforts to respond to the emergency.

In addition to its physical aspects, Covid-19 led to a general malaise
in many individuals and families; the long periods of isolation and the various
restrictions on freedom contributed to this malaise, with significant long-term
effects.

Nor can we overlook the fractures in our social and economic order
that the pandemic exposed, and the contradictions and inequalities that it
brought to the fore. It threatened the job security of many individuals and
aggravated the ever-increasing problem of loneliness in our societies,
particularly on the part of the poor and those in need. We need but think of
the millions of informal workers in many parts of the world left without a job
and without any support during the time of the lockdown.

Only  rarely do individuals and societies achieve progress in
conditions that generate such feelings of despondency and bitterness,
which weaken efforts to ensure peace while provoking social conflict,
frustration and various forms of violence. Indeed, the pandemic seems to
have upset even the most peaceful parts of our world, and exposed any
number of forms of fragility.

3. Three years later, the time is right to question, learn, grow and
allow ourselves to be transformed as individuals and as communities; this is
a privileged moment to prepare for “the day of the Lord”. I have already
observed on a number of occasions that we never emerge the same from
times of crisis: we emerge either better or worse. Todaywe are being asked:
What did we learn from the pandemic? What new paths should we follow to
cast off the shackles of our old habits, to be better prepared, to dare new
things? What signs of life and hope can we see, to help us move forward
and try to make our world a better place?

Certainly, after directly experiencing the fragility of our own lives
and the world around us, we can say that the greatest lesson we learned
from Covid-19 was the realization that we all need one another. That our
greatest and yet most fragile treasure is our shared humanity as brothers and
sisters, children of God. And that none of us can be saved alone.
Consequently, we urgentlyneed to join together in seeking and promoting the
universal values that can guide the growth of this human fraternity. We also
learned that the trust we put in progress, technology and the effects of
globalization was not only excessive, but turned into an individualistic and
idolatrous intoxication, compromising the very promise of justice, harmony
and peace that we so ardently sought. In our fast-paced world, the
widespread problems of inequality, injustice, poverty and marginalization
continue to fuel unrest and conflict, and generate violence and even wars.

The pandemic brought all this to the fore, yet it also had its positive
effects. These include a chastened return to humility, a rethinking of certain
consumeristic excesses, and a renewed sense  of solidarity that  has made

18 DNL17Archdiocese of Madurai



us more sensitive to the  suffering  of  others and more responsive to
their needs. We can also think of the efforts, which in some cases proved
trulyheroic, made byall those people who worked tirelessly to help everyone
emerge from the crisis and its turmoil as best theycould.

This experience has made us all the more aware of the need for
everyone, including peoples and nations, to restore the word “together” to a
central place. For it is together, in fraternity and solidarity, that we build
peace, ensure justice and emerge from the greatest disasters. Indeed, the
most effective responses to the pandemic came from social groups, public
and private institutions, and international organizations that put aside their
particular interests and joined forces to meet the challenges. Only the peace
that comes from a fraternal and disinterested love can help us overcome
personal, societal and global crises.

4. Even so, at the very moment when we dared to hope that the
darkest hours of the Covid-19 pandemic were over, a terrible new disaster
befell humanity. We witnessed the onslaught of another scourge: another
war, to some extent like that of Covid-19, but driven by culpable human
decisions. The war in Ukraine is reaping innocent victims and spreading
insecurity, not only among those directly affected, but in a widespread and
indiscriminate way for everyone, also for those who, even thousands of
kilometres away, suffer its collateral effects – we need but think of grain
shortages and fuel prices.

Clearly, this is not the post-Covid era we had hoped for or expected.
This war, together with all the other conflicts around the globe, represents a
setback for the whole of humanity and not merely for the parties directly
involved. While a vaccine has been found for Covid-19, suitable solutions
have not yet been found for the war. Certainly, the virus of war is more
difficult to overcome than the viruses that compromise our bodies, because
it comes, not from outside of us, but from within the human heart corrupted
by sin (cf. Gospel of Mark 7:17-23).

5. What then is being asked of us? First of all, to let our hearts be
changed by our experience of the crisis, to let God, at this time in history,
transform our customary criteria for viewing the
world around us. We can no longer think exclusively of carving out space
for our personal or national interests; instead, we must think in terms of the
common good, recognizing that we belong to a greater community, and
opening our minds and hearts to universal  human fraternity. We cannot
continue to focus simply on preserving ourselves; rather, the time has come

for all of us to endeavour to heal our society and our planet, to lay the
foundations for a more just and peaceful world, and to commit ourselves
seriously to pursuing a good that is truly common.

In order to do this, and to live better lives after the Covid-19
emergency, we cannot ignore one fundamental fact, namely that the many
moral, social, political and economic crises we are experiencing are all
interconnected, and what we see as isolated problems are actually causes
and effects of one another. Consequently, we are called to confront the
challenges of our world in a spirit of responsibility and compassion. We
must revisit the issue of ensuring public health for all. We must promote
actions that enhance peace and put an end to the conflicts and wars that
continue to spawn poverty and death. We urgently need to join in caring for
our common home and in implementing clear and effective measures to
combat climate change. We need to battle the virus of inequality and to
ensure food and dignified labour for all, supporting those who lack even a
minimum wage and find themselves in great difficulty. The scandal of entire
peoples starving  remains an  open wound. We also need to develop
suitable  policies for welcoming and integrating migrants and those whom
our societies discard. Only by responding generously to these situations, with
an altruism inspired by God’s infinite and merciful love, will we be able to
build a new world and contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which is a
kingdom of love, justice and peace.

In sharing these reflections, it is my hope that in the coming New
Year we can journey together, valuing the lessons that history has to teach
us. I offer my best wishes to Heads of State and Government, to Heads of
International Organizations, and to the leaders of the different religions. To all
men and women of good will I express my prayerful trust that, as artisans of
peace, they may work, day by day, to make this a good year! May Mary
Immaculate, Mother of Jesus and Queen of Peace, intercede for us and for
the whole world. From the Vatican, 8 December 2022

Francis
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UNITY OCTAVE
INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME OF THE YEAR 2023

Do good; seek justice (Isaiah 1:17)

Introduction

Isaiah lived and prophesied in Judah during the eighth century BCE
and was a contemporary of Amos, Micah and Hosea. This was towards the
end of a period of great economic success and political stability for both
Israel and Judah, due to the weakness of the ‘superpowers’ of the time,
Egypt and Assyria. However, it was also a period when injustice, inequity
and inequalities were rampant in both kingdoms.

This period also saw religion thriving as a ritual and formal expression
of belief in God, concentrated on Temple offerings and sacrifices. This formal
and ritual religion was presided over by the priests, who were also the
beneficiaries of the largesse of the rich and powerful. Due to the physical
proximity and interconnectedness of the royal palace and the Temple, power
and influence were centered almost entirely on the king and the priests,
neither of whom, for much of this history, stood up for those who were
enduring oppression and inequity. In the worldview of this time (one which
recurs throughout history), the rich and those who made many offerings
were understood to be good and blessed by God, while those who were
poor and could not offer sacrifices were understood to be wicked and cursed
by God. The poor were often denigrated for their economic inability to fully
participate in Temple worship.

Isaiah spoke into this context, attempting to awaken the consciousness
of the people of Judah to the reality of their situation. Instead of honouring
the contemporary religiosity as a blessing, Isaiah saw it as a festering wound
and a sacrilege before the Almighty. Injustice and inequality led to
fragmentation and disunity. His prophecies denounce the political, social
and religious structures and the hypocrisy of offering sacrifices while
oppressing the poor. He speaks out vigorously against corrupt leaders and in
favour of the disadvantaged, rooting righteousness and justice in God alone.

The working group appointed by the Minnesota Council of Churches
chose this verse from the first chapter of the prophet Isaiah as the central
text for the Week of Prayer: “learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow” (1:17).

Isaiah taught that God requires righteousness and justice from all of us,
all the time and in all spheres of life. Our world today in many ways mirrors
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Pope Francis: Look at each other, not
cell phone screens

Pope Francis has urged young people  to look away from their cell phone
screens  and make eye contact with the people around them.

In a meeting on Dec. 15 with youth groups affiliated with Catholic
Action, the pope warned that “a great risk for a boy and a girl today is
to spend our days keeping a cell phone screen in front of our eyes.”

“Our eyes are meant to look into the eyes of others. They were not
made to look down at a virtual world that we hold in our hands, but to
look up to heaven, to God, and to look into the eyes of those who live next
to us.”

Pope Francis told the children and teenagers gathered   at the Vatican
to remember that Jesus teaches that “every person is important.”

He said that the Lord  is particularly concerned not with “the rich
and powerful” or “those who are on the covers of glossy magazines or on
television, but the smallest, the poor, the forgotten, the rejected, those no
one cares about.”

“In a world that tends to isolate us, divide us, and that pits us against
each other ... the secret is precisely to take care of others,” the pope said.

Pope Francis emphasized that the “Lord does not want us to spend
our days closed up in ourselves” but to “go therefore and make disciples
of all nations” (Mt 28: 19).

“Our eyes are made to convey the joy experienced from having met
Jesus, that friendship that transforms existence, that makes us embrace
life and enables us to discover its beauty,” he said. “Because, boys and
girls, it is beautiful to follow Jesus: it is beautiful to discover the great love
he hasfor each one of us; it is beautiful to venture into the plan of happiness
he has thought up for me, for you, for everyone; it is beautiful to discover
the gifts he gives us with great generosity, the surprises that fill our  lives
with wonder and hope, that make us grow up free and happy.’”

The feast of Christmas, now close at hand, reminds us precisely
this: that God enters the world and gives us the strength to go, to walk
with him,”  Pope Francis said.

Courtecy: By Courtney Mares, CNN Vatican City, Dec15, 2022.



is part of the sin that has divided Christians from one another, has caused
Christians to worship at separate times, and in separate buildings, and in
certain cases has led Christian communities to divide.

Unfortunately, not much has changed since the time of Martin Luther
King’s statement. The 11:00 am time slot – the most common time for Sunday
worship – often does not manifest Christian unity, but rather, division, along
racial and social as well as denominational lines. As Isaiah proclaimed, this
hypocrisy among people of faith is an offence before God: “even though
you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood”
(v. 15).

Learn to do good

In the Scripture passage chosen for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity 2023, the prophet Isaiah teaches us how we are to cure these ills.

Learning to do right requires the decision to engage in self-reflection.
The Week of Prayer is the perfect time for Christians to recognize that the
divisions between our churches and confessions cannot be separated from
the divisions within the wider human family. Praying together for Christian
unity allows us to reflect on what unites us and to commit ourselves to
confront oppression and division amongst humanity.

The prophet Micah points out that God has told us what is good and
what God requires of us: “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God” (Mic 6:8). To act justly means that we have
respect for all persons. Justice requires truly equitable treatment in order to
address historic disadvantage based on “race”, gender, religion and socio-
economic status. To walk humbly with God requires repentance, reparations,
and finally reconciliation. God expects us to unite in a shared responsibility
for equity for all God’s children. The unity of Christians should be a sign and
foretaste of the reconciled unity of the entire creation. However, Christian
division weakens the force of that sign, serving to reinforce division rather
than bring healing to the world’s brokenness which is the Church’s mission.
Seek justice

Isaiah counsels Judah to seek justice (v. 17), which is an
acknowledgment of the existence of injustice and oppression in their society.
He implores the people of Judah to overturn this status quo. Seeking justice
requires us to face up to those who inflict evil on others. This is not an easy
task and will sometimes lead to conflict, but Jesus assures us that standing
up for justice in the face of oppression leads to the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
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the challenges of division that Isaiah confronted in his preaching. Justice,
righteousness and unity originate from God’s profound love for each of us,
and are at the heart of who God is and how God expects us to be with one
another. God’s commitment to create a new humanity “from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages” (Rev 7:9) calls us to the
peace and unity God has always wanted for creation.

The prophet’s language with regard to the religiosity of the time is
ferocious – “Bringing offerings is futile, incense is an abomination to
me … When you stretch out your hands I will hide my eyes from you”
(vv. 13,15). Once he has spoken these blistering condemnations, diagnosing
what is wrong, Isaiah offers the remedy for these iniquities. He instructs
God’s people to, “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;remove the
evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil’ (v. 16).

Today, separation and oppression continue to be manifest when any
single group or class is given privileges above others. The sin of racism is
evident in any beliefs or practices that distinguish or elevate one “race”1
over another. When accompanied or sustained by imbalances in power, racial
prejudice moves beyond individual relationships to the very structures of
society – the systemic perpetuation of racism. Its existence has unfairly
benefitted some, including churches, and burdened and excluded others,
simply due to the colour of their skin and the cultural associations based
upon perceptions of “race”.

Like the religious people so fiercely denounced by the biblical prophets,
some Christian believers have been or continue to be complicit in supporting
or perpetuating prejudice and oppression and fostering division. History shows
that, rather than recognising the dignity of every human being, made in the
image and likeness of God, Christians have too often involved themselves in
structures of sin such as slavery, colonisation, segregation and apartheid
which have stripped others of their dignity on the spurious grounds of race.
So too within the churches, Christians have failed to recognise the dignity of
all the baptised and have belittled the dignity of their brothers and sisters in
Christ on the grounds of supposed racial difference.

Revd Dr Martin Luther King Jr memorably said, “It is one of the
tragedies of our nation, one of the shameful tragedies, that 11 o’clock
on Sunday morning is one of the most segregated hours, if not the most
segregated hour in Christian America”. This statement demonstrates the
intersections between the disunity of Christians and the disunity of humanity.
All division has its root in sin, that is, in attitudes and actions that run counter
to the unity that God desires for the whole of his creation. Tragically racism
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theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:10). Churches in many parts of
the world must acknowledge how they have conformed to societal norms
and been silent or actively complicit regarding racial injustice. Racial prejudice
has been one of the causes of Christian division that has torn the Body of
Christ. Toxic ideologies, such as White Supremacy and the doctrine of
discovery, have caused much harm, particularly in North America and in
lands throughout the world colonized by White European powers over the
centuries. As Christians we must be willing to disrupt systems of oppression
and to advocate for justice.

The year during which the Minnesota writing group was preparing the
texts for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was filled with the evil and
devastation of oppression in its many forms all over the world. This suffering
was greatly amplified in many regions, especially in the Global South, by the
Covid-19 pandemic, where even basic subsistence was almost impossible
for many, and practical assistance was largely absent. The author of
Ecclesiastes seemed to be speaking to the current experience: “I saw all
the oppressions that are practiced under the sun. Look, the tears of the
oppressed— with no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors
there was power—with no one to comfort them” (Eccles 4:1).

Oppression is harmful to the entire human race. There can be no unity
without justice. As we pray for Christian unity, we must acknowledge current
and generational oppression and be resolute in our commitment to repent of
these sins. We can make our own Isaiah’s injunction to “wash yourselves;
make yourselves clean” because “your hands are full of blood” (vv.
15, 16).

Rescue the oppressed

The Bible tells us that we cannot separate our relationship with Christ
from our attitude towards all God’s people, particularly those considered
“the least of these” (Mt 25:40).  Our commitment to each other requires
us to engage in mishpat, the Hebrew word for restorative justice, advocating
for those whose voices have not been heard, dismantling structures that
create and sustain injustice, and building others that promote and ensure
everyone receives fair treatment and the rights that are due to them. This
work must extend beyond our friends, family and congregations to the whole
of humanity. Christians are called to go out and listen to the cries of all who
are suffering, in order to better understand and respond to their stories of
suffering and their trauma. Revd Dr Martin Luther King Jr. often stated
that “a riot is the language of the unheard.” When protest and civil
unrest arise, it is often because the protesters’ voices are not being heard. If

churches join their voices to those of the oppressed, their cry for justice and
liberation will be amplified. We serve and love God and our neighbour by
serving and loving one another in unity.

Defend the orphan, plead for the widow

Widows and orphans occupy a special place in the Hebrew Bible, alongside
strangers, as representatives of the most vulnerable members of society. In
the context of the economic success in Judah at the time of Isaiah, the
situation of orphans and widows was a desperate one as they were deprived
of protection and of the right to own land, and therefore the capacity to
provide for themselves. The prophet called on the community, as it rejoiced
in its prosperity, not to neglect to defend and nurture the poorest and most
vulnerable among them. This prophetic call echoes in our time, as we
consider: who are the most vulnerable people in our society?

Whose voices are not being heard in our communities? Who is not
represented at the table? Why? Which churches and communities are missing
from our dialogues, our common action and our prayer for Christian unity?
As we pray together during this Week of Prayer, what are we willing to do
about these absent voices?

Conclusion

Isaiah challenged God’s people in his day to learn to do good together; to
seek justice together, to rescue the oppressed together, to defend the orphan
and plead for the widow together. The prophet’s challenge applies equally
to us today. How can we live our unity as Christians so as to confront the
evils and injustices of our time? How can we engage in dialogue, increase
awareness, understanding and insight about one another’s lived experiences?
These prayers and encounters of the heart have the power to transform us
– individually and collectively. Let us be open to God’s presence in all our
encounters with each other as we seek to be transformed, to dismantle the
systems of oppression, and to heal the sins of racism.  Together, let us
engage in the struggle for justice in our society. We all belong to Christ.

26 DNL25Archdiocese of Madurai

St. Devasahayam
January 14

Patron of converted faithful
and the lay people
Martyr of Kottar
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenampatti
Melur

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2022 -17.12.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

700
700
500

2500
15890

1500
8440

16020
31100
10100

500
1209
2000
3000
8300
5300

10000
500

10630
2000

500
1200
1600

520

400
200
500

1000
500

1000
2300
2200

Holy See
27/03/22

850
650
500

2000
7560
1000
2000
5000
4600
3925

500
1228
1000

7200
6212

3000
400

2000
2500

500
1100

600
580

500
200
500

1000
500

1000
1700
1150

Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday
08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

7850
4000
4500

77890
116400

17000
40700

110000
50060
51250

5000
6144

18000
33000
71400

124447
13110
35000

6000
75000
32500

5000
750

8000

12110
3320
4600

200
5000

14500
2000

20000
41111
51115

3150
4500
4500

45652
37040

6000
10550
40000
20560
12050

2000
7605
4500

13200
22300
50753

9500
18500

2000
107610

20500
5000
2300
6000

13290
3081
3200

200
3500
3500
1000

10000
4444

18188

550
800
500

1500
8120
1500
2010
5000
5020

500
1987
1000

8700
8210

3000
400

4900
2500

500
1200

500
600

500
200
550
500
500

1000
2320
1250

St. Joseph Vaz
January 16

 He built the first Church in Sri Lanka and dedicated
it to Mother Mary

 He founded a religious Congregation, the ‘Oratory
of St. Philip Neri’ on September 25, 1685

 The Sri Lankans called him ‘Samanasu Swami’
(the angelic Priest)

KANI (Seminarians Fund)

Opening Balance as on 25.11.2022           11,41,440.72
Fr. Parish Priest, Pandian Nagar 10,000.00
Sr. Seeli, Sisters of John the Baptist, Rayappanpatti 10,000.00
Superior General, CIC, Madurai 10,000.00
Mr. Vincent, Marambady, Dindigul 10,000.00
Er. Lawrence, Anna Nagar   5,000.00
Secretary, Mashot, Nobili Pastoral Centre   5,000.00
Narcheithi Paniyalargal, Nagamalai   2,000.00
Mrs. Savariyammal, Bibikulam   1,000.00
Mrs. Kanaga Vayola, Bibikulam   1,000.00
Mrs. P. Gnanapackiam, Arasaradi, Madurai   1,000.00

              11,96,440.72
Add: Bank Interest - 100      100.00

    11,96,540.72
Less: Payment to St. Paul’s Seminary - 37,600                 - 37,600.00

Closing Balance as on 17.12.2022               11,58,940.72

Cash in Hand -  Nil
Cash at Bank -  11,43,940.72
Cash at Bank A/c 408471740 -        10,000.00
Cash at Bank A/c 408447399 -          5,000.00

    Total                   11,58,940.72



SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2022 - 17.12.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Murugathuranpatti
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)
Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Packianathapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Sempatti Mission
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

2500
1000
2000

27000
1000
1000

500
600

2500
1770

10500
1470
1000
1000
1500
1000
1200
4000

8000

950
7120

3368
8601
7000

10000
12500

4100
2000

8034
4750

Holy See
27/03/22

500
500

2000

2000
1000

500
500
600

2500
1750

10500
1180
1000
1000

600
1000
1000
4000

2000
500
750

6150

786
5600
7500
4000
1000
2000
1000

1881
4600

Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday

08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

4000
7500

15000

90000
14200
20000

1000
5100

50000
32319

160000
10000
15000
13000

7800
7000

18200
37000

4060
74700

4250
81350

500
14892
51390
38950
45000

8000
21500
12000

13462
29100

1500
1000

10000

20000
3800
1500
1000
1500

10000
4161

31000
4800
6000
8000
1500
4000
4800

33000
2880

14900

2500
19220

1500
12199
34643
54940
44000

7500
14000
18000

11393
23500

650
750

2000

2000

500
500
700

2000
1250

11200
1400
1000
1000

600
1000
1500
4000

4280
500
750

9250

2100
5262
8010
4000
1000
2500
1000

2703
4700
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2022 - 17.12.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
03/07/22

Opus
05/12/22

Commu-
nication

Day
31/07/22

Prision
Ministry
07/08/22

Bible
Sunday

25/09/22

Mission
Sunday
23/10/22

African
Mission
06/11/22

Peter the
Apostle
20/11/22

570
1500

500
2000

5054
5000
6080
2000

8700
9100

6000
400

9850

1000
1300

620
2500
1700

200
500
500
500

2000

500
500

2500

800

5600
5010
2000

8400
8500

2000
400

11320

700
650
515

200
200

1000
500

1000

1000

500
500

2000

800

6200
5000
2000

8600
8500

3000
400

5940

700
600
525

200
200

500
500

1000

1000

4400
6000

40110
65000
10300
30700

140000
225000

65000

475000

30000
25000

159845
125150

3000

35000
4150
6310

44400
4000
1500
8820

22000
5000

60000

44444

740
550
500

2000

1000
2092
5000
5160
2000

1200

8300
9250
2300
3000

400
10400

200
500

1000
2350

610
2250

200
200
500
500
500

1000

1150

680
1550

500
1500

800
2076
5000
5550
2000

1200

8800
9150
1800
3000

400
5100

500
1000

550

200
200
500
500
500

2000

1200

820
1200

500
1500

800
2167
5000
5200
2000

1200

8200
9250
2100
3000

400
12700

500
1000

510

400
200
500
500
500

1000

1000

Communio
India

11/12/22

500
500

1500

6500
5080

9000

3000
400

2000

700
550
530

200
200

1000
500

1000

1450

750

1500

20000

1500

1000

520
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2022 - 17.12.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
03/07/22

Opus
05/12/22

Commu-
nication

Day
31/07/22

Prision
Ministry
07/08/22

Bible
Sunday
25/09/22

Mission
Sunday
23/10/22

African
Mission
06/11/22

Peter the
Apostle
20/11/22

Communio
India

11/12/22

500

1104
2000

1000

2000
1310

10500
1200
2000

600

2000

500

2263
3000

1000

4500

8000

8100

2000

5000

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

600

2000
500
500

1000
700

2000
1230

12000
1400
3500
1000

650
1000
1600
2750

4497

1500

2788
8596

4000
1000
2000
1000

3228
4400

550

2000
1000
1500
1000

500
2000
1310

10100
1000
4002
1000

650
1000
1500
2800

2748
500

1500

2653
7382

5000
1000
1500
1000

4401
4700

10000

90500
23000
75000
10000
15000
12000

4500
50000
35000

240000
7478

37000
18150
10000

74000
130800

6350
43370
15400

14780
455000

36800
71200
14000

18320
36400

550

1429
2000

500

2000
900

2000
1220
8500
1000
2000
1000

900

2000
2900

2584
9832

1000
1500

3621
4850

500

1562
2000

1000
500

2000
1380
8500
1400
2000

900

2000

2448
7012

1000
1500

2568
4650

500
500

2000
500
500

1000
600

2000
1320

10000
1200
2500
1000

600
1000
1400
2500

3744

1500

2796
8407

5000
1000
1500
1500

3056
4900

800

10200
1700
4000
1500
1500
1000

800
3500
1490

11200
1400
5000
1000
1670
1000
2000
3250

1500

2444
9757

5000
1000
2500
1500

3442
4800

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2022 - 17.12.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

3200
4000
2000
1500

10750

1561
1348

305131

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar
Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai
Carmel Sisters, Shenbaganur
St. Francis Xavier Convent

Total

Holy See
27/03/22

2600

1 5 0 0

1 1 0 0

1 0 5 0 0

1 1 1 5

1 6 5 4

149821

Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday

08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

28000
1500

15000
50877

105000

5000
7663

2186270

11000
1500

10000
7840

52500

4000
11153

4132

1027034

2100

1500
1500

1892
1254

152168

behãÈ mUŸgÂ ika«
òâa f£ol« ky®tj‰fhf ïJtiu bg‰w cjÉfŸ

Collection as on 17.12.2022         39,27,855.58

Mass Received From Parishes

Palanganatham (500 Masses) 50,000.00
Gnanaolivupuram (350 Masses) 35,000.00
Bastin Nagar (100 Masses) 10,000.00
Holy Rosary Church (100 Masses) 10,000.00

 Collection as on 17.12.2022                 1,05,000.00

Fr. M. Santhiyagappan   on 04.01.2019

Felicitations On Ordination Anniversary Day



From the Procurator’s Desk
Dear Rev. Fathers,

Procurator’s office number - 8778167121

The Procurator has programmed his weekly schedule as below:

Monday : For Shop Tenants
Tuesday & Wednesday : For Priests
Thursday : Visit of Diocesan Commercial Complexes
Friday : For Diocesan Engineers & Contractors
Saturday : Office Work

Computers are provided to all parishes for computerisation of
parish account.  In case any computer is not in  working condition, please
bring the CPU to the Diocesan office, we will rectify and give back to you
in working condition.  Don’t move the computers from one parish to
another parish when you are transferred.

Mass Intention:  You are requested to claim the diocesan
procurator’s intention masses at the end of every month or
quarterly.
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2022 - 17.12.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
03/07/22

Opus
05/12/22

Commu-
nication

Day
31/07/22

Prision
Ministry
07/08/22

Bible
Sunday

25/09/22

Mission
Sunday
23/10/22

African
Mission
06/11/22

Peter the
Apostle
20/11/22

Communio
India

11/12/22

5000
1200
1500
1100

10355

1209

140034

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

3000
1000
1500
1500

9235

1856

139786

3000
1200
1000
6400

12540

2754

156042

165000
5000

50000
18750

47500

206000

3686427

6000
1000
1500
1400

115481

5000
500

1500
1000

78087

500
1000
2000
2000

5185

163212

5000
500

1500
1200

99785 48370

Necrology
Archbishop Justin Diraviam on 25.01.1991
Fr. Alexis Diamond Raj on 01.01.1997
Fr. Savarimuthu V.A. on 08.01.1982
Fr. Ignatius I. on 08.01.1986
Fr. Balthasar A. on 16.01.1986
Fr. Peter Roy on 29.01.1964

Allowance: Priests’ Monthly allowance will be given before 10 th of
every month.

Medical Bill: Medical bills will be given for proper bills only.

Parish Accounts: Parish Priests are requested to kindly update thier
accounts and finalize the annual account by the end of March and sum-
mit the account to the diocesan office before the end of April.  Failure in
submission of account will lead to serious consequences.

Diocesan Collection : Diocesan Collection collected should be
remitted in time at the diocesan office.

As Per the new act by the Government and advice of our
Auditor, all Diocesan remittances should be made by cheques only.  Kindly
avoid cash transaction. Please co-operate.

                                                  - Procurator

Adoration Sunday
          January          February
01 Rajapalayam 04 Alangulam
08 Kalladipatti 11 Ammapatti
15 Thirunagar 18 Anna Nagar
22 Meenatchiapuram 25 Anjal Nagar
29 St. Mary’s Cathedral
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