
 



 



My dear fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

Demonstrations for various causes like justice, peace
etc., have become normal phenomena. These
attempts are made to bring the society back to the
awareness of the forgotten truth. In relation to God
the best propaganda can we think of is to live our
Christian life according to the norms of Christ and
witness to Christ in our words and deeds because
our life lived in the concrete, attracts people to Christ
more than anything else. Actions speak louder than words. So this is the
best and effective language we can speak in our life.

Jesus lived a very simple life. In the Gospel of Mark we read that he
ordered them ‘‘to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread,
no bag, no money in their belt’’ (MK.6:8). His insistence to the apostles
was also on gentle behaviour. Hence he said to them: ‘‘whenever you
enter a house stay there until you leave the place’’ (MK. 6:10). The
apostles should not use any force or compulsion. Therefore he said to
them: ‘‘If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as
you leave, shake of the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them’’ (MK.6:11).The disciples, of course are instructed by our Lord to
lead a life of simplicity, having total confidence in God and dedicating
their lives to selfless service. The disciples were asked to preach the
Kingdom of God and convert the people from their sinful ways to the
loving mercy of God with sincere repentance. They were exhorted to heal
the sick, because only by the forgiving love a person even to forgive his/
her own enemies. Thus he/she will be able to heal the wounds of sin.

The mission of the disciples is prophetic which implies that they should
be men of prayer and with the discernment of the will of God with no
other motive than obedience to God. The apostles by their preaching and
healing were the living witness of their call. As disciples of Christ we
must manifest to the world that we are men/women of God by our life of
simplicity, trust, generosity, love, tolerance and forgiveness.
May God bless you all!
Your Loving Archbishop

         + Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
            Archbishop of Madurai
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Pope’s Intention for July 2019:
Evangelization:  That those who administer justice may work with in-
tegrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world may not have
the last word.

HAPPY FEAST
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Please Note
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Archbishop’s Engagements

* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

Felicitation to our Beloved Archbishop :

1. On the 43 rd Sacerdotal Ordination
Anniversary Day of you, Your Grace, We the
Presbyterium, Priests, Religious and the Laity of the
Archdiocese of Madurai wish you a Blessed
Sacerdotal Ordination Anniversary Day on 7thinst.
May God be praised. Ad multos Annos.

2. As customary the Reunion of Priests will be
held on 23rd (Tues) & 24th (Wed) inst. at Nobili

Pastoral Center. The Session will commence at 10:00 am. All the
Diocesan Priests and Religious Parish Priests ministering in the
Archdiocese are to attend this meeting without fail.

3. Congratulations to the following Fathers for their construction-
contribution to the Archdiocese:

i) Fr. Philip Arockia Raj SMM, for the renovation of Sacred Heart
Church, Manalar and construction of Veilankanni Madha Kurusadi
at Megamalai which His Grace blessed on 5th June 2019.

ii) Fr. Joseph Antony, for the construction of Flag Pole at St. Antony’s
Church, Kadachanendal which His Grace blessed on 7th June 2019.

4. Congratulations to Sr. Irene, Secretary of Women Commission
and her Team members for conducting Archdiocesan Anbia
Manadu on 15th June 2019 at St. Britto Hr. Sec. School ground.

01 Mon M Blessing of St. Mary’s Hostel, Loretto

03 Wed M Laying of foundation Stone for St. Little Flower
Arts and Science College

04 Thu Golden Jubilee, Damien, Nilakottai

06 Sat M Dialogue Training, NPC

06-12 TNBC Meeting

13 Sat E First Religious Profession (DML), Alagarkovil

14 Sun Mass, Varadharajanpettai

15 Mon M Thanksgiving Mass, Rayarpuram

16 Tue M Blessing of Golden Jubilee Hall, MMSSS

M Commission Secretaries Meeting, NPC

17 Wed M Holy Spirit Mass, Arulanandar College, Karumathur

18 Thu E Flag Hoisting, Vakkampatti

19 Fri M Catechetical Seminar, NPC

20 Sat E New Education Policy Meeting, Palanganatham

21 Sun M Centenary Celebration of Carmelite Mission,
Thukkalay

23-24 Priests’ Reunion, NPC

25-26 Palayamkottai

27 Sat E Regional Meeting-Women Commission, NPC

28 Sun M General Body Meeting-SC/ST Commission, NPC
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Reunion
July 23- 24, 2019

Theme: Papal documents Vos estis lux mundi and Christus
Vivit, New ways of Catechesis

Programme
23.07.2019, Tuesday
10.00 a.m - Registration
10.30 a.m - Inauguration: Prayer, Welcome, Introduction
10.45 a.m - Talk I – Pope’s motu proprio – Vos estis lux mundi

(The light of the World)
- Rev. Dr. Rayappa  DCL

11.45 a.m - Coffee
12.00 p.m - Talk II  - Pope’s motu proprio – Vos estis lux mundi

(The light of the World)
- Rev. Dr. Rayappa  DCL

5. Condolence: DNL expresses its deep condolences to Fr. Thangaraj
over the bereavement of his beloved Mother, Mrs. Thangapushpam
who passed away on 9th June 2019. His Grace celebrated the Funeral
Mass together with a large number of Presbyterium on 10th June
2019 at Sahaya Annai Church, Rajapalayam. May the soul of
Mrs. Thangapushpam, the beloved Mother of Fr. Thangaraj, rest
in Peace!

7.  Communication Sunday will be celebrated on 14thinst. Pope’s
Message for this occasion is published at this issue. Kindly make
use of it for liturgy.

6. Notification: Br. Praveen Henry D’Souza, the Minister Provincial
of OFM congregation informs that Fr. Elias Messiah Moses
OFM has been revoked of his Priestly faculties as per his request
from 7th June 2019. One is not supposed to invite Elias Messiah
Moses for celebrating sacraments or sacramentals.

7. Erection of 76th Parish, Murugathooranpatti was officiated by
His Grace with a large number of Presbyterium on 16th June 2019
in a concelebrated Mass. DNL wishes Fr. Selvaraj the first Parish
Priest of the new Parish all God’s graces. Totally there are 78 parishes
in our Archdiocese, among which two are Mission Stations.

01.00 p.m - Lunch
03.00 p.m - Talk III – The participatory structures in the Church

- Rev. Dr. Rayappa  DCL
04.00 p.m - Tea Break
04.30 p.m - Talk IV -The participatory structures in the Church

- Rev. Dr. Rayappa  DCL
05.30 p.m - Free time
08.00 p.m - Supper

24.07.2019, Wednesday
07.00 a.m - Holy Mass
08.00 a.m - Breakfast
09.00 a.m - Talk I – The Role of Christus Vivit

(Christ is alive, the post synodal Apostolic exhortation
on youth) in the parishes

- Rev. Dr. Gilbert Choondal SDB
10.30 a.m - Coffee Break
11.00 a.m - Talk II  - New ways of Catechesis

- Rev. Dr. Gilbert Choondal SDB
12.30 p.m - Concluding remarks by Archbishop & Information
01.00 p.m - Lunch & Departure

   Director,  NPC.

DNL
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Being in relationship

Net Work
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenmpatti
Melur

300
1000

800
5672
9810

2450
8000
3000
3140

500

1450
1500

10534
7000
1500
4500

328
2000
2000

500
1000

750

1000
200

1630

500
2064
1000

3000
9000
8300

70938
130000

15000
130300

40000
40580
10000

20250
24500

101192
125000

15000
45000

1050
73870
30000

4500
4000
8140
2020
7100

6795
300

6800

8000
35000
25000

1000
9000
4200

45470
20000

15000
31000
10000
12580

3000

4550
4500

22510
45000

8000
10000

1510
71780
20000

4000
1000
5380
5050
7140

6100
1000

5210

6000
5000

10000

400
1000

8453

2000
8500
3000

400

1600
1500
5984
6500
1600
3500

300
3000
2000

1000
500

1000
200

1690

1000
1952
1500

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday
12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

300
1000

800
6080

10360

4500
12000

2600
5000

500
500

1550
2000
9845
7500
1300
4500
1120
8370
2000

500
1000
1450

1100
1500

300
500

1410

500
3100
1350

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

KANI (Seminarians Fund)
                Opening Balance as on 27.05.2019      30,92,753.77

Fr. Parish Priest, Sivakasi 50,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Silukkuvarpatty 40,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Periyakulam 21,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, New Ellis Nagar 20,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Batlagundu 15,000.00
Parishioners, Batlagundu 10,350.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Thirunagar 10,000.00
Mr. M.S. John & Family, Marambady, Dindigul 10,000.00
Mr. Peter, Organist, Marambady, Dindigul 10,000.00
Mr. John Kennedy 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Rajapalayam 10,000.00
Parishioners, Rajapalayam   9,305.00
Parishioners, Silukkuvarpatty   6,653.00
Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur   5,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Anna Nagar (Bination Mass)   4,800.00
St. Theresa’s H.S. Pambarpuram, Kodaikanal   1,500.00
G. Usha Bernadett   1,000.00
Fr. Arul, Dialogue Commission   200.00

              33,27,561.77
Less : Payment to Christ Hall Seminary - 30,005 30,005.00

Closing Balance as on 26.06.2019        32,97,556.77

Cash in Hand :  Nil
Cash at Bank :  32,97,556.77

   32,97,556.77

Mass Received From Parishes

Sivakasi (400 Masses) 40,000.00
Bastin Nagar (200 Masses) 20,000.00
Anna Nagar (200 Masses) 20,000.00
Nagamalai (100 Masses) 10,000.00

   Total                          90,000.00
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Opus
02/12/19

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019
St. Peter’s

Pence
30/06/19

Communi-
cation Day
07/07/19

Prision
Ministry
11/08/19

Bible
Sunday
29/09/19

Mission
Sunday
20/10/19

African
Mission
03/11/19

Peter the
Apostle
24/11/19

16

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

4000
1000
1000
1000

300
2350
6000

1500
3000
2600

6000

3000

3000
2000
1000

11500

10000

3000
1100
4200
1600

3800
750

2000

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)

Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar
Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

2000
1000

500
1000

200
2250
5000

1500
3000
1200

3500

3300

2000
1000

12500

5000

1000
1000
3600
1100

2200
570

2000

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday

12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

5000

90000
11500

6400
10000

700
25350

150000

35000
5100

30000
10200
50000

60000
10000

116200
15000
60000

19400
10500
42015
11100

25000
820

25000

2200

20000
2000
4200

10000
1100

10220
25000

6500
4100

25000
3350

11000

43500
5000

50200
40000
50000

20600
16300
19043
27010

9000
1000

15000

3000
1000
1000
1000

400
2370
5000

2000
1100

3500

4000

2500

10500

5000

1000
1500
3722
1450

3000
850

2000



SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019
St. Peter’s

Pence
30/06/19

3000
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76

Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai
Fr. Lourduraj
Arockia Illam
Holycross Convent,
Pambarpuram
Fouriere Home,
Pambarpuram

Total

3000

9500
200

2000

10000

10000

204935

1000

9500
300

1022

140120

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday

12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

25000

130000
400

16141

1400

1997861

6000

70000
600

19725

1000

913628

1000

9500
245

1830

127046

Opus
02/12/19

Communi-
cation Day
07/07/19

Prision
Ministry
11/08/19

Bible
Sunday

29/09/19

Mission
Sunday
20/10/19

African
Mission
03/11/19

Peter the
Apostle
24/11/19

Diocese of Venice in Florida, U.S.A.
                     (Through Fr. T.R. Jayabalan)    14,40,699.96
Saint Alphonsus Congregation, U.S.A.
                 (Through Fr. Britto Raja Suresh)                 6,15,616.62
Fr. Valentine Joseph, USA       1,65,504.00
Fr. Britto Raja Suresh, USA       1,39,835.00
Fr. Arul Joseph, USA       1,04,816.00
Fr. G. Lourdu Raj, Arockia Illam 55,000.00
Fr. Dhivyanandam, Ayravathanallur 50,000.00
Fr. Arul, Secretary, Dialogue Commission 50,000.00
Mr. & Mrs. Irudaya Raj - Lilly Rose, Annanagar 50,000.00
Fr. A. Antony Samy, Secretary, C.C.L 25,000.00
Fr. Vincent Mathan Babu 20,000.00
Fr. M. John Diraviam, Chancellor     15,000.00
Fr. A. Vedamanickam, Palanganatham     10,000.00
Fr. I. Maria Arul Selvam 10,000.00
Mr. Arulanandam, Rtd., H.M, Annanagar 10,000.00
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 26.06.2019

St. Peter’s
Pence

30/06/19

3000

Opus
02/12/19

Communi-
cation Day
07/07/19

Prision
Ministry
11/08/19

Bible
Sunday
29/09/19

Mission
Sunday
20/10/19

African
Mission
03/11/19

Peter the
Apostle
24/11/19
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 MADURA MISSION - HISTORICAL NOTES

XVI. Martyrdom of Fr. Britto
Naturally the pujaris and the temple priests were angry due to

the decrease of devotees and income in the temple. They spread rumours
in the palace that the foreign religion would destroy the Kingdom and
the Hindu religion.

Among the new Christians a well known and a local leader was
Thadiya Thevar who was the proper heir to the throne of Sethupathi.
But due to a plot carried out in the palace, he was made a local ruler
under the Sethupathi. In his life he was suffering from a prolonged disease
and no medicine was able to cure him; not even the temple priests who
used all the possible occult rituals and yagas. Having heard about the
power of the foreign sanyasi he sent men to our Saint to come and cure
him. Understanding his royal background and the possible repercussions
on the new Christians, our Saint was cautious in sending only the
Catechists to him. What a miracle! As soon as they prepared and prayed

Adoration Sunday
     July     August

07 Kadachanendal 04 Sundaranachiapram
14 Anna Nagar 11 Usilampatty
21 Batlagundu 18 Usilampatty
28 Bodinayakanur 25 Y. Othakkadai

Necrology
Mons. S.M. Selvaraj 08.07.2012
Fr. M.A. Thamburaj 09.07.2001
Msgr. S. Irudayam 10.07.1980
Msgr. T.A. Soosai 11.07.2001
Fr. S.P. Arulsamy 13.07.1938
Fr. Francis Xavier A. 19.07.2003
Fr. Arun Arulapan 29.07.2016

 From the Procurator’s Desk
Dear Rev. Fathers,
      Kindly verify the above statement and confirm the remittances.  If any
discrepancy is found, you are welcome to correct the same with the receipt
available with you.
      Kindly remit all the Diocesan Collections (13 Nos) and the DMF (1%)
Collections seperatly by Cheque or Bank Draft  favouring
The R.C. Diocese of Madurai  to the Procurator’s Office.  This is in
accordance with Government norms for restricting cash transactions.
                                                                                                     -  Fr. Procurator

Amaladass Nithya, Annanagar 10,000.00
Mr. Jeevanandam & Elizabeth Mary, K. Pudur 10,000.00
The Teachers, R.C. Mid.Sch. P. Chettiapatti, Usilampatti   5,000.00
Fr. Gnanasandanam, Arockia Illam   5,000.00
Nazrane Isabella Family, Usilampatti   1,000.00
Mrs. Badma James, Kadachanendal   1,000.00

    Total                       27,93,471.58
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over him with the picture of Jesus, he got immediate cure. The much
rejoiced Thadiya Thevar thanked our Saint and wanted Fr. Britto to visit
him at the Palace. Our Saint also came after continuous requests and
plea from Thadiya Thevar. In the presence of our Saint he strongly
appealed to receive Baptism. He himself, after understanding the silence
of the Saint, proposed that he would send all the four wives and live with
only the first wife as per the moral teachings of Christianity. He, after
calling all the wives and explaining to them about the miraculous cure
and his decision to embrace Christianity, made immediate arrangement
for settlement for all the other wives except the first one. Among the
latter four was the one called Kadalayee, the Niece of Sethupathi. She
and the other wives pleaded to Thadiya Thevar saying that they would
die only as his wives. But nothing could change the mind of the determined
Thadiaya Thevar who was strong in the faith and attributed his great
cure to the miracle of Jesus. The much frustrated Kadalayee finally
took this matter to her maternal uncle Sethupati, the King of
Ramanathapuram.

The Brahmin poojaris of Urangapuli Temple were the official
priests to offer royal sacrifices and rituals for the crowning ceremony
of Sethupathis. Kadalayee asked them to meet her and complained to
Poombavanam, the Head temple priest, about the foreign sanyasi’s rapid
conversion ministry which had also entered into the royal family. After
hearing the story of Kadalayee, with great rage, Poombavanam entered
into King’s palace and cried to Sethupathi complaining about the imminent
threat to the local gods and goddesses posed by the foreign sanyasi.
Unless the foreign Sanyasi was silenced, he threatened that all the citizens
in his kingdom would desert the local religion and he warned that the
wrath of gods and goddesses would fall upon his kingdom and the royal
family. Sethupathi also feared that if the new Christians were to join
Thadiya Thevar for a coup, that would be the end of his power. Moreover,
he considered the expulsion of Kadalayee a great insult to his royal
court. Hence he called Thadiya Thevar and enquired about Kadalayee’s
case. Thadiya Thevar explained to him how he was cured immediately
from his long term illness which the local gods and goddesses and
medicines of different kind could not heal; therefore he stated to the
king that only the God of the foreign Sanyasi was the true God and he
expressed his firmness in the new Faith.

Perceiving that nothing would move Thadiya Thevar from his
decision, he called his General of the Army and gave three secret
commands namely to arrest all the Koil Pillais and Ubadesimars of the
new religion; to destroy all the new churches built in Muniyur,
Kannappankottai, Ponnangudi and Kuruntangangudi and finally to
arrest Fr. Britto for a secret execution.

On 8th January 1693, Fr. Britto was at Muniyur and was busy
with liturgical celebrations. He knew through some officials that the
soldiers’ arrival to arrest him would happen anytime and therefore he
cleverly sent his valiant catechist Kanagappa Pillai to go to Tanjore to
buy a horse for him; otherwise he would make a revolt in the village if
the soldiers were to arrest him. Fr. Britto was earnestly walking towards
the crown of Martyrdom. The arrest news spread like wild fire in the
village. Fr. Britto too asked all the catechists and the new Christians not
to be with him that day lest they stop the crowing of martyrdom.

As expected the soldiers came and arrested Fr. Britto and a
catechist who was with him. Knowing that he belonged to neighbouring
state, Chengi, they released him. On the contrary Arulnadayyar, the
catechist, told that he would not part with the Saint. Likewise two small
boys embraced the saint and did not allow the soldiers to separate them
from Fr. Britto. Hence the soldiers tied all the three of them in chain and
dragged them behind the horse. The Saints had to run on sand, rocks
and thistles. Fr. Britto’s body was bruised with wounds. Fearing a possible
revolt among the Maravas, the soldiers avoided Christian villages and
marched towards Anumanthangudi. As the dusk fell on the soldiers
decided to rest at the temple of the village. They tied our Saint and the
other three on the ‘Thaer’ of the temple. At midnight the much valiant
Catechist, Kanagappa pillai stealthily came with a few Christians to the
saint and whispered to follow him in order to escape. On the contrary
Fr. Britto was firm not to be freed of the chain and escape. The Saint
exhorted him that he should move and told that he should abide by God’s
Will. They went away. Today the story goes in the village that the local
god left the temple because the Saint was tied at the Thaer, the car of
the deity.

                             (to be continued)
               - Fr. Jodir.


