
 



 



THE VOICE OF THE PASTOR
International Nelson Mandela Day

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”
(Gal. 3:28).

On 18thJuly we celebrate the legacy of
Nelson Mandela who changed the 20th century
and helped shape the 21st and who dedicated his
whole life to the service of humanity. He was a great dreamer of success
and an iconic figure that triumphed over SouthAfrica’s Apartheid
Regime. Throughout his life, he contributed to the culture of peace,
freedom, conflict resolution, race relations, and promotion of protection
of human rights, gender equality and the rights of children.

Nelson Mandela says, “If you want the cooperation of human
around you, you must make them feel ‘they are more important’
and you do that by being genuine and humble”. This day calls us
to fight for rights, to unite the people and to sacrifice one’s own
life for the cause.

Fight for the Rights: Pope Francis continually repeats that “it is
regrettable to note that many fundamental rights are still being
violated today”: the right to life, particularly of the unborn and the
elderly, the rights of women who suffer violence and oppression even
within their own families, the rights of the victims of human trafficking
and modern forms of slavery,  the right to food and water, the right to
health care, the right to live in peace, the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, the right to own, the right to migrate, the right
for parents to provide for the religious and moral education of their children
etc. Our Church calls us to “listen to the cry of those who have no
voice and who suffer injustice”. What is my response? Am I ready
to take some efforts or like Pontius Pilate wish to wash my hands?

Unite the people: “That they may all be one, just as
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also

may be in us, so that the world may believe that
you have sent me” (Jn 17:21).
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Nelson Mandela once addressing the youth he said,
“It is easy to breakdown and destroy. The real heroes

are those who make peace and build peace”.

Our Synodal Church calls us to journey together, including and
involving everyone and we need to recognize and acknowledge their
initiatives so as to bring them back to Christ circle. How far I am able
to unite people in the Church and in the society? What is my attitude
towards the prevailing discriminations and divisions?

Be willing to die for the Cause: In our Scripture we observe that
disciples and saints were willing to go to the very end of life itself. We
desire to cherish the ideal democratic and free society in which all persons
live together in harmony and with equal opportunities and how far our
contribution to make it as a reality? Can I live like Fr. Stan Swamy, Sr.
Mary kutty who dedicated their life for the less privileged heeding
to the voice of our Holy Father “go to the peripheries”? Am I able to
say that I have done some heroic activities, if not in extraordinary ways
but in little ways feasible to me?  Let us not only look upon Jesus our
master but desire to be like him and become like him being the voice for
the voiceless, standing for the poor and standing by them.

Today Nelson Mandela stands before us as an example. 27 long
years of imprisonment gave him great joy when his efforts to rebuild free
society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal
opportunities. His values and determination, a deep commitment to human
rights, freedom, and justice remain as a source of inspiration for others.
“A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something
bigger than oneself”- Joseph Cambell.  Let us sacrifice our lives today,
so that our name will be carved in the hearts of our children who can have
better tomorrow. Let us be prepared to work hard and above all, dream
high to challenge and change the world, to lift up the drowned, to fight for
equality and to take up the path paved by the great people.

May God bless you!

Your loving Archbishop,

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy

Archbishop of Madurai
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03 Sun Gloria Ministries, Dindigul

05 Tue Day of Stan Swamy, Lalkudi

08 Fri M General Body Meeting, Sathangai

09-14 TNBC/TNBLC Annual Meeting, Velankanni

10 Sun M Confirmation, Ayravathanallur

18 Mon Flog Hoisting, Vakkampatty

19-20 Reunion, Pillar

21 Thu Silver Jubilee of CHAT- Poondi

24 Sun M Golden Jubilee, Thirunagar

23 Sat E Feast Mass, Virudhunagar

(Digital)

(Digital)

Pope’s General Prayer Intention

For the elderly : We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and
memory of a people; may their experience and wisdom help young people
to look towards the future with hope and responsibility.
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HAPPY FEAST
The Archbishop & the Archdiocesan Priests wish the

following religious congregations, serving in our Archdiocese, a
blessed Feast Day.

Franciscan Sisters of St. Thomas (FST) - 3rd  July

Order of Discalced Carmelites (OCD) - 16th  July

Cloistered Carmelites - 16th  July

Congregation of Teresian Carmelities (CTC) - 16th  July

Sisters of Society of St. Anne of Chennai (SSA) - 26th  July

Sisters of St. Anne of Tiruchirapalli (SAT) - 26th  July

Sisters of St. Anne, Bangalore (SAB) - 26th  July

Sisters of St. Anne, Luzern, India (SAS) - 26th  July

Society of Jesus (SJ) - 31st July
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Please Note

1.   We, the Presbyterium the Religious and the laity of
the Archdiocese of Madurai, Wish your Grace on the
day of your 46th Sacerdotal Ordination Anniversary
on 7th inst.  May the almighty God  grant you good
health and long life.

2. The Reunion will be held on 19th and 20th inst.  Tuesday and
Wednesday at Pillar Centre, Nagamalaipudukottai.  All the
diocesan priests, religious parish priests and all the assistant parish
priests are to attend this Annual pastoral exercise without fail.

3. The Election for the Council of Priests (Senate) will be held
during Reunion.  All the diocesan priests working in the
Archdiocese will be grouped and the representatives will be
elected accordingly.  The religious priests as usual on their part
will elect two representatives.  The council consists of the Ex
officio members, the Elected members and the Nominated
members.  This whole body will later elect the Senate Secretary
as per the norms of the Diocesan Statutes.

The New Statutes of the Senate is also to be discussed, finalized
and promulgated.  Kindly go through the existing statutes given in
this issue and suggest your changes where it is needed to the
senate secretary or Vicar General.

4. Archdiocesan ID Card:  The Newly ordained priests and those
who lost their old Ids are to inform earlier the chancery office and
the photo session will be arranged in the Reunion itself.

5. Address Change: You are kindly requested to send your address
to me if there were to be made some changes in the previous
address book.  If you do not send, you are responsible.
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Kindly send to whatsapp. 9443386761 or Email:
abssecretarymdu@gmail.com          - Fr. Arputha Samy, Secretary

6. Condolences: DNL expresses its condolences to Rev. Fr. Amalraj
(Parish Priest, Packiapuram) on the Sad demise of his beloved

Mother Mrs. A. Therase aged 86, who breathed
her last on 11.06.2022 at Natham.  The funeral mass
was offered by Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, the Vicar
General, on the same day at 2.00 pm with the
participation of some members of the presbyterium.
May the soul of Mrs. Therese rest in peace.

From the Editor’s Desk:

Dear Readers of DNL,

Greeting of Peace and Joy from Fr. A. Alex Gnana Raj, the new
editor of DNL.  I express my sincere gratitude to His Grace
Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy, our
Archbishop, for having entrusted me the office of
chancellor, editor of DNL and Judicial Vicar.
Thanking my predecessors I assume this office, and
with the grace of the Almighty, the guidance of our
Archbishop and with all your cooperation and
valuable comments let me work ad miorem Dei
gloriam et ad bonum archidiocesis.

Contact Details

Fr.  A.  Alex Gnana Raj
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar Off.: 0452 - 2562100
Archbishop’s House Per : 9894800140
K. Pudur, Madurai – 625 007        Email:frgnanaraj2006@gmail.com



Congratulation and Prayerful Wishes

The Tamil  Nadu Biblical Catechetical and Liturgical centre known
as TNBCLC is a Registered Society functioning under the Tamil Nadu
Latin Bishop’s Council since 1974, catering the intellectual and spiritual
needs of the Tamil speaking faithful all over the world, in the areas of
Catechism, Liturgy and Bible.  DNL Congratulates Fr. John Britto
Packiaraj who has assumed the office of the Director TNBCLC.
Together with him it also whole heartedly thanks our Archbishop Most.
Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy for appointing the first priest from Madurai
Archdiocese as director in this 48 years old Regional Centre.
Contact:
Fr. John Britto Packiaraj,           Mobile: 8248809387
TNBCLC, 53/A6 Marakanam Road, Thindivanam - 604 001,
Villupuram Dt, Tamil Nadu.

Most Rev. Anthony Poola
Archbishop of Hyderabad

Most Rev. Dr. Filipe Neri Antonio
Sebastao di Rosario Ferrao

Archbishop of Goa and Daman
& President of CCBI
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Appointment of Assistant Parish Priests
2022 -23

1. Fr. Christian Anand - Gnanaolivupuram

2. Fr. Chinnadurai - Samayanallur

3. Fr. Devaraj - Munjikkal

4. Fr. James S. - Srivilliputhur

5. Fr. Amalraj - Bathlagundu

6. Fr. Justin Prabu SHS - W. Pudupatty

7. Fr. Sebastin SHS - W. Pudupatty

8. Fr. Inoon SHS - Annanagar

9. Fr. Britto Clindon MSFS - Sinthalacherry

10. Fr. S. Arockiasamy OFM (Cap) - Periakulam

11. Fr. Mariasoosai Visuvasa Alexander MMI - Munjikkal

12. Fr. Eronimu Sahaya John Britto MMI - Virdhunagar

13. Fr. Jeromias Kumar Raj MMI - Sathur

14. Fr. Kulandai Samy Maria Benzigar MMI - Sengolnagar

15. Fr. Martinraj SDM - Usilampatty

16. Fr. Aruldoss SDM - R.R. Nagar

17. Fr. Selvanayagam SDM - Shenbaganur

18. Fr. Praveen CSC -    Holy Rosary Church

2nd World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
(July 24, 2022)

“In old age they will still bear fruit”  (Psalm 92:15)

                                                                             - Pope Francis
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Xh; md;ghd Ntz;LNfhs;...

‘tho;T gfph;tjw;Nf” (Share life) vd;w mikg;gpw;fhfg; grpg;gzp
xopg;gpw;nfd;W nghpa tpahod; md;W vLf;fg;gLk; fhzpf;ifia jhq;fs;
kiwkhtl;lj;jpd; topahf kJiu gy;Nehf;F  r%f  Nrth  rq;fj;jpw;F
mDg;gpitg;gJ    tof;fpy;  cs;s  ew;nrayhFk;. me;jj; njhifapypUe;J
Mz;LNjhWk; fy;tp > kUj;Jtk;> tho;thjhuk; Nghd;w
NjitapypUg;NghUf;F cjTtJ kJiu gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;fj;jpd;
nray;ghLfSs; xd;W. ,r;rq;fj;jpw;Fj; jhq;fs; ey;fptUk; ,e;j
ey;ynjhU xj;Jiog;gpw;F ed;wpfSk; ghuhl;Lf;fSk;.
jq;fsplk; ehd; Kd;itf;Fk; Xh; md;ghd Ntz;LNfhs;...

jhq;fs; jq;fs; gq;fpypUe;J cjtpngwj; jFjpAilNahiu mDg;Gk;
NghJ fPo;f;fz;l Mtzq;fis mth;fs; fl;lhak; nfhz;LtUkhW
ghh;j;Jf;nfhs;Sq;fs;.
1. cjtp Nfl;Nghhpd; tpz;zg;gf; fbjk;
2. gq;Fj;je;ijapd; ghpe;Jiuf; fbjk;
3. fy;tp> kUj;Jtj;jpw;F MFk;/Md nrytpw;fhd fl;lz

urPJ (Bona-fide certificate)
4. midj;Jj ;  jfty;fSf;Fk;  mYtyf  vz;izj;

njhlh;G  nfhs;s  Ntz;Lk;  0452 - 2382250
ed;wp ‚

tPl;Lg; gzpg;ngz;fs; ikak;
(1989-Kjy;)

md;Gs;s mUl;je;ijah;fSf;F> tzf;fk;‚
fle;j  1989Mk;  Mz;L  Kjy;  kJiu  gy;Nehf;F  r%f  Nrth

rq;fj;jpd; ‘tPl;Lg;gzpg;ngz;fs; ikak;” nray;gl;L tUfpd;wJ  vd;gJ
jhq;fs; mwpe;jNj.

,r;NritahdJ ‘nfhNuhdh” fhyj;jpy; fle ;j ,uz;L
Mz;Lfshf epWj;jpitf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. jw;NghJ    kPz;Lk;
GJg;gpf;fg;;gl;L>    gy;NtW    $Ljy; NritfSld; fle;j Vg;uy; khjk;
Kjy; nray;glj;Jtq;fpAs;sJ. Mjyhy;> jq;fs; gq;fpy; cs;s
,iwkf;fSila ,y;yj;jpy; gzpGhpa> Fwpg;ghf rikay; Ntiy>
tPl;Lg;guhkhpg;G> Nehahsh; ftdpg;G> KjpNahh; guhkhpg;G> Foe;ijfs;
ftdpg;G Nghd;w gzpfSf;Fg;  gzpg;ngz;fs;  Njitg;gLk;  gl;rj;jpy;
vq;fisj;  njhlh;G  nfhs;sr; nra;a>  ,e;jj;jftiy QhapW
jpUg;gypfspd; mwpf;ifapy; thrpj;J> kf;fSk; ,r;Nrit thapyhfg;
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gad;ngwj; jhq;fs; vq;fSf;F ,izg;Gg; ghykhf ,Uf;f md;Gld;
Nfl;Lf;nfhs;fpNwhk;.

mNjNghd;W> tPl;Lg;gzpg;ngz; Ntiyf;fhf fhj;jpUf;Fk; Vio
kw;Wk; ifk;ngz;fSf;fhd Ntiy tha;g;gpid toq;fTk; ,k;ikak;
nray;gl;L tUfpd;wJ. mth;fisAk; ek; rq;fj;jpid mZFk;gb
njhptpf;f Ntz;LfpNwhk;.

kJiu gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;fj;jpd; midj;J
nray;ghLfSf;Fk; cWJizahf      ,Uf;Fk;      jq;fSf;F      vq;fsJ
kdkhh;e;j      ed;wpiaj; njhptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpNwhk;

jpl;l xUq;fpizg;ghsh;
tPl;Lg; gzpg;ngz;fs; ikak; 0425-4354685

kJiu gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;fk; 89402 28250

73> rhe;jh khpah tshfk;                             dscmmsss2022@gmail.com
nrhf;fypq;fefh;> Gwtopr;rhiy kJiu - 625 016

rpwg;gk;rq;fs;
  gapw;rp ngw;w gzpahsh;fs;
  fdpthd gzpaspg;Nghh;
  gzpaspg;NghUld; njhlh; fye;Jiuahly;
  njhopyhsh; eythhpaj;jpy; gjpT & GJg;gpg;G
  khjhe;jpug; gzpahsh; $l;lk;
  gzpahsh;fSf;F epahakhd khj Cjpak;
  ghJfhg;ghd gzpr;#oy;
  gzpahsh;fSf;F rpWNrkpg;Gj; jpl;lk;

,lk; ngah;e;NjhUf;fhd jpl;lk;
,lk; ngah;e;Njhhpd; khz;gpid cWjpgLj;Jk; jpl;lj;jpd;fPo;

cj;jkghisak; xd;wpaj;jpy; gs;spNfhl;ilgl;b> [Pthfhydp> ,yl;Rkp
ehaf;fd;gl;b Mfpa gFjpfis rhh;e;j 40f;Fk; Nkw;gl;lth;fSf;F
22.06.2022 md;W murpd; eyj;jpl;lq;fs; Fwpj;j tpsf;fg;gapw;rpAk;
25.06.2022 md;W jhl;Nfh kw;Wk; rpWghd;ikapdh; eyj;jpl;l
cjtpg;gapw;rpAk;> 29.06.2022 md;W jpwd;tsh;g;Gj; njhopy; gapw;rpAk;
toq;fg;gl;lJ.

Njhoikapy;>
mUl;gzp. Qh. fgphpNay;

nrayh;> kJiu gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;fk;

THE CODE OF CANON LAW  1983
BOOK II : THE  PEOPLE  OF GOD
PART II : THE  HIERARCHICAL CONSTITUTON OF THE  CHURCH
SECTION II : PARTICULAR CHURCHES AND THEIR GROUPINGS
TITLE III : THE  INTERNAL  ORDERING  OF PARTICULAR CHURCHES

Chapter  III:  THE  COUNCIL  OF PRIESTS  AND THE
COLLEGE  OF CONSULTORS

Can. 495 § 1. In each  diocese   there  is to be  established   a
council of    priests,  that  is, a group of priests  who represent    the
presbyterium     and  who  are to  be,  as it were,  the  Bishop’s   senate.
The   council’s   role  is to assist  the  Bishop,   in  accordance    with  the
law,  in  the  governance    of  the  diocese,   so  that  the  pastoral welfare
of that  portion   of the  people  of God  entrusted   to the  Bishop  may be
most  effectively  promoted.

§2 In  vicariates   and  prefectures    apostolic,   the  Vicar  or
Prefect  is to appoint   a council  composed of at least  three  missionary
priests,  whose  opinion,   even  by letter,  he is to hear  in the more
serious  affairs.

Can.  496. The   council   of  priests   is to  have  its own  statutes,
These   are  to  be  approved    by  the  diocesan Bishop,   having  taken
account   of the norms laid down  by the Episcopal   Conference.

Can.  497. As far as the  designation   of the members   of the
council  of priests  is concerned:

1° about  half are  to be  freely elected  by the priests  themselves
in accordance   with the  canons   which  follow and  with the  statutes;

2° some  priests  must,  in accordance   with the  statutes,  be
members   ex officio, that  is belong  to the  council by reason   of the
office  they hold;

3° the diocesan   Bishop   may  freely  appoint  some others.
Can.   498 § 1. The   following   have  the  right  to  both   an  active

and  a  passive  voice  in  an  election   to  the council  of priests:
1° all secular  priests  incardinated    in the diocese;
2° priests   who  are  living  in  the  diocese   and  exercise   some

useful  office there,   whether    they  be  secular priests  not  incardinated
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in the diocese,  or priest  members   of religious  institutes  or  of societies
of apostolic life.

§2 Insofar   as the  statutes  so provide,   the  same  right of election
may  be  given  to other  priests who have  a domicile   or quasi-domicile
in the diocese.

Can. 499.  The  manner    of  electing   the  members    of  the
council   of  priests   is  to  be  determined    by the statutes,   and  in  such
a way  that  as for  as  possible   the  priests  of  the  prcsbytcrium     are
represented,    with special  regard  to the  diversity  of ministries   and  to
the various  regions  of the diocese.

Can. 500 §1. It is the  prerogative of the diocesan   Bishop  to
convene   the  council  of priests,  to preside  over it, and  to determine the
matters  to be discussed   in it or to accept  items  proposed by the
members.

§2 The   council   of  priests   has  only  a  consultative   vote.  The
diocesan    Bishop   is to  consult  it in matters   of  more   serious
moment,    but  he  requires   its consent   only  in  the  cases  expressly
defined  in the law.

§3 The  council  of priests can never act without the diocesan  Bishop.
He alone  can make  public those things which have been decided  in
accordance  with §2.

Can. 501 §1. The  members   of the council  of priests  arc to he
designated  for a period  specified  in the statutes, subject however  to
the condition  that over a five years period  the council  is renewed  in
whole or in part.

§2 When   the  see  is vacant,  the  council  of priests  lapses  and  its
functions  are  fulfilled   by the college  of  consultors.   The   Bishop
must  reconstitute   the  council  of  priests  within  a  year  of  taking
possession.

§3 If the council of priests does not fulfil the office entrusted  to it
for the welfare of the diocese, or if it gravely abuses  that office, it can
be dissolved by the diocesan Bishop,  after consultation  with the
Metropolitan,   in the case of a metropolitan   see, the Bishop  must first
consult  with the suffragan Bishop who is senior by promotion.  Within  a
year, however, the diocesan  Bishop must reconstitute  the council.

Can. 502 §1. From  among the members  of the council of priests,
the diocesan  Bishop  freely appoints  not fewer  than  six and  not  more
than  twelve priests,  who  are  for  five years  to  constitute  the  college
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of consultors.  To  it belong the functions determined  by law; on the
expiry of the five year period,  however, it continues  to exercise its
functions until the new college is constituted.

§2 The  diocesan  Bishop  presides over the college of consultors.  If
however,  the see is impeded or  vacant,  that  person  presides  who in
the interim  takes the Bishop’s  place  or,  if he  has not  yet been appointed,
then the priest in the college of consultors who is senior by ordination.

§3 The  Episcopal  Conference  can determine  that the functions  of
the  college  of consultors  be entrusted  to the cathedral  chapter.

§4 Unless  the law provides  otherwise,  in a vicariate or prefecture
apostolic  the  functions  of the college of consultors  belong to the council
of the mission mentioned  in can. 495 §2.

EXISTING STATUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF PRIEST OF
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MADURAI

PREAMBLE
In  virtue   of  the priestly  ordination,    all  the  priests  are  united

together   by a  bond   of  intimate brotherhood.  As such they constitute
together with their bishop a sacerdotal college called Prsbyterium
(LG 28).  On account of the gift of the Holy Spirit that has been given to
priests at the time of their ordination, the diocesan  bishop  is called upon
to regard  his priest as his indispensable  helpers and advisers in the
ministry (PO 7).  He should be glad to listen to their views  and  even
consult   them  about  matters  concerning  pastoral  work  and  the  good
of  the diocese  (ibid), because under his authority,  they   contribute
efficaciously  for the building up of the Body of Christ.  Hence  the
apostolic Letter of Pope Paul VI, Ecclesiae  Sanctae  insists that in each
diocese a council of priests, representing the Presbyterium should be
formed, in order to give effective assistance to the bishop in the ruling of
the diocese (ES16).

The new code  of Canon  Law has verbalized in Canon 495 §1 the
mind of the Second  Vatican Council and that of Pope Paul VI in the
following words as, “In each diocese there is to be established  a  council
of priests,  that is, a group  of priests who represent  the Presbyterium
and who are to be,  as it were,  the Bishop’s senate.   The council’s role
is to assist the Bishop, in accordance with the law, in the governance of
the diocese so that the pastoral welfare of the portion of the people of
God entrusted to the Bishop may be most effectively promoted”.
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1. NAME
The  name  of  this representative-body  of  the  priests  is called

“The  Council  of  priests of the Archdiocese of Madurai”.

2. SCOPE
a)     To   assist  the  Archbishop   effectively   as  a  consultative   body

of priests in all  matters concerning  the pastoral ministry and the
good of the diocese.

b)  To  foster  stronger  bond  of  fraternity and  fellowship  among
priests  themselves, by promoting    their  spiritual,   pastoral,
intellectual,  economical and social  needs.

c) To suggest general principles, polices and  priorities for  proper,
better  and more  efficient functioning of the diocesan administration.

d) To  facilitate the decision making process in the diocese and to
inculcate an ever growing sense of participation and collaboration
between the Archbishop and the priests.

3. THE COMPETENCE OF THE COUNCIL OF PRIESTS
In accordance  with  the Canon Law the Archbishop will consult

the council   of priests in the following areas:
a) To celebrate a diocesan synod
b) To  erect,  suppress,   divide  and modify the  parishes
c) To prescribe regulations concerning  the destination of the offerings

given by the people for various pastoral ministries.
d) To decide about the necessity and formation  of the parish councils

and to form guidelines on their functioning (Can. 536 §1).
e) To formulate statutes for financial councils.
f) To consult before giving permission for the construction of the

Church  (Can. 1215  §2) or for the convcrsion of Church to a
secular use  (Can. 1222 §2).

4. OTHER AREAS OF CONSULTATIONS BY THE
ARCHBISHOP

a)     To promote the spiritual and material welfare of priests and their
sanctification

b)     To update priests in sacred sciences
c) To provide priests with just allowance
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d) To provide for the periodical vacation of priests
c) To  care for the sick, aged and retired priests
f) To help out priests who suffer  from a crisis of their vocation
g)      To  provide  the  priests  with ways  and means of carrying out their

pastoral ministry in an effective manner.
h) To  foster unity and friendship among priests
i) To facilitate the relationship between  the Archbishop  and priests
j) To help the Archbishop in selecting priests for  specialization in the

secular and sacred sciences.
k) To recommend to the Archbishop in the buying and selling of

diocesan properties, handing over the parishes to the Religious and
starting of new institutions such as schools, hospitals etc.

l) To formulate policies regarding maintenance of diocesan properties
and parishes and to make any new innovation in the diocese.

5. COMPOSITION
The priests council is composed of the ex-officio members, the
elected members and the nominated members:

a) Ex-officio members
1. Vicar General
2. Procurator
3. Chancellor
4. Vicars Forane
5. Coordinator of the Diocesan pastoral Commissions
6. Superintendent of R.C. Schools
7. Secretary to MMSSS
8. Director of Sathangai
9. Rector of St. Mary’s

b) Elected members:
1) The elected members should be more than 50% of the total
number of the priests council

2) The following have the right to elect and to be elected
a) All the diocesan priests who are incordinated into the

archdiocese and are at present working within the
archdiocese

18



b) Priests not incardinated but who are living in the archdiocese
and exercising some pastoral ministries.

c) Priests of the Religious Institutes, of the Institutes of Apostolic
life and of  the Secular Institutes, who are working as parish
priests and Assistant parish priests.

3) The following norms  are to be observed while electing  the
members,
a) All the  diocesan priests incardinated to the archdiocese

are divided into groups on the basts of their year of ordination
in a span of 5 years.

b)  All the priests mentioned in 2 (b) are grouped together
c) All the Religious mentioned in 2  (c) are formed into one group
d) If the members in a group are ten or less than ten, two will

be elected from among them by the same group. They  are
elected by  simple majority.

e)  If the members are more than ten in a group, then three will
be elected as stated in 3 (d)

f)  If two or more than two in a group get the same number of
votes then, the one who is senior by age will be declared
elected,

g) Priests  who  are outside the archdiocese and are not residing
here, even  if they are incardinared to it, can neither elect
nor can be elected.

c) Nominated   Members:
The  choice  of the nominated members arc left to the discretion of
the  Archbishop.

d) Special invitees to the council meetings:
These  are  present on special invitation by the Archbishop either to
be  resource person (s)  or to facilitate the discussion or to enlighten
any particular issue taken for discussion. They  are not members;
hence they have no voting power.

6. OFFICIALS  AND THEIR FUNCTIONS
a) President:

i) The Archbishop is the president of the priests’ council and he
presides over the meetings.
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ii) He  finalises the agenda from  among the points proposed  by
the priests and from  the other points of consultations stated in no. 4.

iii) He can extend the term of the council if he considers it
necessary.

iv) He can dissolve the council for just reasons.

b) Vice  President:
i) The  Vicar  General  is the  Vice President  and  he presides

over  the  meeting(s)  in the absence of the president.
ii)   With  the   delegation    from  the  president, he can finalise the

agenda   and convene the mecting (s).

c) Secretary:
i) The Secretary is elected from  among the elected members

of the council.   One who gets the absolute majority will be
declared elected.

ii) In consultation  with the  president,  the secretary  has  to
inform  all the members of the council about the forthcoming
meeting one  month before   the scheduled date of the meeting
and has to call for the proposals for the agenda,  to be given
within a period of one week from the date of the receipt  of
the Letter.

iii) He prepares the agenda in consultation with the president and
sends it to the members.

iv) He maintains the minutes book and present it in the next
meeting.  He sends a report of the proceedings of the meeting
to the members of the council and publishes the important points
in the newsletter with the approvel of the Archbishop.

v) He represents the priests council in the college of consultors.

7. TERM OF THE COUNCIL OF PRIESTS
a) The council of priests lasts for a period of 3 (three) years from the

date of its constitutuion by the Archbishop.
b) Ex-officio members lose their membership when they lose their office.
c) When a vacancy arises due to the demise of a member or due to

member taking up a ministry outside the archdiocese for more than
a year the member who has received the next highest votes in this
group is inducted for the rest of the period.
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d)      The  vacancy   of  the  Religious  member  is filled -up as  per the
above principle.

8. COUNCIL MEETINGS

a) Ordinary Meetings

Ordinarily  the meetings of council must be held once in three
month.  Hence there must be four meetings a year.

b) Extraordinary meetings

Extraordinary meetings of the council are convened by the
Archbishop whenever he feels necessary to consult it on any point.

9. CESSATION  OF THE   COUNCIL  OF PRIESTS

a) When the Episcopal see is vacant, the  council ceases to exist by
law

b) If the council of priests does not fulfill  the functions for the  welfare
of  the archdiocese or if it gravely abuses its competence, the
Archbishop can dissolve it by a decree after consulting the senior
suffragan Bishop by   promotion  (Can. 501), However the
Archbishop must reconstitute the council   of priests within a year.

10. PROMULGATION

The statutes of the council of priests come into effect only after the
promulgation by the Archbishop.

NOTE:

 This was accepted and promulgated by the then Archbishop Most
Rev. Arockiasamy on 25.08.1997.

 On 21.11.2006 it was clarified and affirmed that all must elect
representatives from each group.

 On 27.02.2007 proposal was given to add the Secretary, SC/ST
Commission as exofficio member.

Podcast
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Nolitehaberecor in auribus, sedaures in
corde Sermo Nuova Biblioteca Agostiniana 

Lettera a tutte’Ordine Fonti
Francescane

The  life  of  Dialogue in  J.  D.  Roslansky,  ed.
Communication. A discussion at   Nobel   Conference,
North   Holland   Publishing   Company, Amsterdam, 1969
P.P 89-198.
D. Bonhoeffer, La vita comune, Queriniana, Brescia, 2017,
76.

75.
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenmpatti
Melur

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2022 -24.06.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

500
2500

15890
1500
8440

16020
31100
10100

500
1209

3000
8300
5300

10000
500

2000

500
1200
1600

500

500
1000
2300
2200

Holy See
27/03/22

500
2000
7560
1000
2000
5000
4600
3925

500
1228

7200
6212

3000

2500

500
1100

600

1000
1700
1150

Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday
08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

4500
77890

116400
17000
40700

110000
50060
51250

5000
6144

33000
71400

124447
13110
35000

6000

32500
5000

8000

12110
3320

20000
41111
51115

4500
45652
37040

6000
10550
40000
20560
12050

2000
7605

13200
22300
50753

9500
18500

2000

20500
5000

6000

13290
3081

10000
4444

18188

1500
8120
1500

5020

500
1987

8700
8210

400

2500

1200

1000
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2022 -24.06.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Murugathuranpatti
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)

Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Packianathapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Sempatti Mission
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

2500

2000

27000
1000
1000

500

2500
1770

10500
1470
1000
1000
1500

1200
4000

950
7120

3368
8601
7000

10000
12500

4100
2000

8034
4750

Holy See
27/03/22

500

2000

1000
500
500

2500
1750

10500
1180
1000
1000

600

1000
4000

750
6150

786
5600
7500
4000
1000
2000
1000

1881
4600

Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday
08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

15000

90000
14200
20000

50000
32319

160000
10000
15000
13000

7800

18200
37000

4060
74700

4250

14892
51390
38950
45000

8000
21500
12000

13462
29100

10000

20000
3800
1500

10000
4161

31000
4800
6000
8000
1500

4800
33000

2880
14900

2500

12199
34643
54940
44000

7500
14000
18000

11393
23500

2000

2000

11200

1000
1000

600

1500
4000

750

8010
4000
1000
2500

2703
4700



SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2022 -24.06.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

3200
4000
2000

10750

1561

275533

Holy
Childhood
13/02/22

Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar
Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai
Carmel Sisters, Shenbaganur

Total

Holy See
27/03/22

2600

1500
1100

10500

1115

133387
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Hunger
Disease
14/04/22

Vocation
Sunday

08/05/22

Good
Friday

15/04/22

28000
1500

15000
50877

105000

5000

1940257

11000
1500

10000
7840

52500

4000

4132

852701

2100

1500
1500

92700

KANI (Seminarians Fund)

Opening Balance as on 26.05.2022           38,23,663.27
Fr. Parish Priest, Gnanaolivupuram 30,100.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Bibikulam 14,200.00
Mr. A. Kulandai & K. Mariammal, Iravathanallur 10,000.00
Chitra, Sundaranatchiapuram   6,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Nagamalai Pudukottai   5,000.00
Narcheithi Paniyalargal, Nagamalai Pudukottai   2,000.00
Mrs. Savriammal, Bibikulam      500.00

     38,91,463.27
Less:
      Payment for Little Flower Seminary - 2,46,518.00
      Bank SMS Charge   -              1.95

                                                                       2,46,519.95        2,46,519.95

    Closing Balance as on 24.06.2022     36,44,943.32

Cash in Hand -  Nil
Cash at Bank -  36,44,943.32

    36,44,943.32
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Necrology
Msgr. S.M. Selvaraj 08.07.2012
Fr. M.A. Thamburaj 09.07.2001
Msgr. S. Irudayam 10.07.1980
Msgr. T.A. Soosai 11.07.2001
Fr. S.P. Arulsamy 13.07.1938
Fr. Francis Xavier A. 19.07.2003
Fr. Arun Arulapan 29.07.2016

Adoration Sunday
     July     August

03 Kadachanendal 07 Usilampatty
10 Anna Nagar 14 A. Nathampatty
17 Batlagundu 21 Y. Othakkadai
24 Bodinayakanur 28 Karumathur
31 Sundaranachiapram

Collection as on 24.06.2022         39,27,855.58


