
 



 



My dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers,

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is very well
known to us. But it is easy to preach than to
practice. St. Augustine writes that the First
Commandment is contained in the Second. By our
love towards our neighbours we love God Himself.
God values each one of us He has created. He is
waiting passionately for us as we make our way to
his home and heart. When we help someone on
His way, He is happy and takes it as done to Himself.

Isaiah tells us, “I have called you by name. You are mine. You are
precious in my eyes and honoured and I love you” (Is 43:3). The mystery
is that each of us is precious to God. Though God cannot be seen
with our physical eyes, He can be seen in the poor, the marginalized
and the neglected of the society.  We see in them in a mysterious
way the image of the unseen Christ. Hence, Christ says, “I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me” (Mt
25: 36-37). We do not see Jesus, nor do we recognize him but he said
everything we did “as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren,
you did it to me (Mt 25:40).

If we really know Jesus we will see Him in the people whom we see.
Let us show our love for Him in our liturgical celebrations but let us
also make it a point to love Him in our service to others.

May God bless you all!

Your Loving Archbishop

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
 Archbishop of Madurai
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Pope’s Intention for June 2019:
Universal: That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives,
commit themselves actively to a solidarity with those who are most poor.
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Please Note
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Archbishop’s Engagements

* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

02 Sun M Confirmation, New Ellis Nagar

03 Mon E House Meeting, Bishop’s House

05 Wed M Blessing of Curusadi and Mass, Megamalai

06 Thu M Nuptial Blessing, Marambady

07 Fri M Holy Spirit Mass, Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur

E Blessing of Flag Pole and Flag Hoisting,

   Kadachanendhal

09 Sun   M Confirmation, Thirunagar

E   EID Celebration, Wakf Board College, Madurai

10- 21 Pastoral Theology Lectures, St. Paul’s Seminary

13 Thu E Feast Mass, Shankar Nagar

15 Sat Convention of Basic Christian Communities,
St. Britto Hr. Sec. School

16 Sun   M Confirmation, Batlagundu

E   Inauguration of Murukathooranpatti Parish

21 Fri     E   Flag Hoisting, Rajapalayam

22 Sat E Feast Mass, Ilayarasanendhal

23 Sun   M Confirmation, Silkuvarpatti

25 Tue M Education Council, NPC

29 Sat    M  Silver Jubilee Mass, Namakkal

30 Sun   M Mass, Cathedral

                   M Feast Mass, Irudhaya Nagar

HAPPY FEAST

1. Monthly Recollection for June will be conducted at respective
Vicariates.

2. The Solemnity of SACRED HEART OF JESUS,
Priests’ Sanctification Day falls on 28thinst., Fri-
day.  Let us celebrate this day meaningfully.

 3. Acknowledgement: While DNL congratulates
the Secular Front Alliance for its stunning victory

in Tamilnadu, it acknowledges and
accepts the final results of 2019 Lok Sabha
Election, which has given a mandate of another term
for Ruling BJP. DNL regrets to recollect that it was
under this very Government, the religious Minorities:
Christians and Muslims, the Farmers and the people
of Tamilnadu suffered unduly due to the political op-
pression of these citizens of INDIA by the same Gov-

ernment. DNL wishes our New Prime Minister,
Mr. Narendra Modi all the best in his Office the second time so
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that the poor, the farmers, the fishermen, the small vendors, petti
shop owners etc., will find a happy home in our Motherland,
INDIA!

4. Congratulations to the following Fathers for their
construction-contribution to the Archdiocese:

i) Fr. Edward Francis for construction of Flag Pole,
Samayanallur.

ii) Fr. Z. Joseph Selvaraj for renovation of Centenary
celebrating Lourdes church, Sivakasi and for erection of Flag Pole
and Prayer Shed at the campus.

5. As the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul,  falls on 29thinst.,
Saturday, the special collection of Peter’s Pence will be taken on
30th, Sunday. Kindly announce it well in advance the previous Sunday
and procure a good collection.

6. Fr. Lourdusamy, Tamilnadu Laity Commission Secretary
communicates that the Laity Sunday will be celebrated on 30th

June 2019 this year on the theme “let us foster lay leadership in
the Church”. All the parish priests are requested to make use of
the liturgical aids offered by the Laity Commission.

 132nd Birth Anniversary of Barrister George Joseph, a Catholic
freedom fighter remembered on 05.06.2019 by garlanding the statue of
Er. George Joseph in  Yanaikal, Madurai at 9.00 a.m. Tamilnadu Minority
Forum, Bharati Literary Association, Tiru Arulperavai and other interested
groups will make this event a memorable one.

After 40 days of fast in Ramzan, Eid celebration is held to felicitate
Muslims.  Presided over by the Most. Rev. Antony Pappusamy, President
Tiruvarulperavai, Eid will be celebrated in wakf Board College on
9.06.2019 Sunday evening at 6.30 p.m.  Dignitarties like
santikumaraswamigal, Karthikeyan Manimozhian, World Thirukural
Peravai, Thiru. N. Nanmaran, Dr. Amanullah, Thiru. Liagut Ali, Jamat
Leader will share the dais.  When the Government and some authorities

try to psychologically intimidate the minorities, it is our duty to encourage
and strengthen our people by enabling them to participate in such events.
Hence, Parish priests are kindly requested to send people for the above
two events.

Fr. A. Arul, Secretary, Commission for Dialogue.

SACRED HEART AND DIVINE MERCY: TWO DEVOTIONS,
ONE MESSAGE

Pope Pius XI taught that devotion to the Heart of Jesus is “the
summary of our religion.”  The devotion to the Sacred Heart calls for
reparation of sin, and the devotion should lead us to a deeper understanding
of His infinite love and mercy for us. Our Lord told St. Faustina, ”  My
daughter, know that My Heart is mercy itself. From this sea of
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenmpatti
Melur

1000
800

5672
9810

2450

3140
500

1450

10534

1500

328

500
1000

750

1000
200

500

9000
8300

70938
130000

15000

40000
40580
10000

20250

101192

15000

1050

4500
4000
8140
2020
7100

6795
300

8000

25000

9000
4200

45470
20000

15000

10000
12580

3000

4550

22510

8000

1510

4000
1000
5380
5050
7140

6100
1000

6000

10000

1000

8453

2000

400

1600

1600

1000
500

1000
200

1000

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 27.05.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday

12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

1000
800

6080
10360

4500

2600
5000

500
500

1550

9845

1300

1120

2000

500
1000
1450

1100
1500

300
500

500
3100
1350

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

mercy, graces flow out upon the whole world. No soul that has
approached Me has ever gone away unconsoled” (Diary, 1777). 

And yet, when we look at the Image of the Merciful Savior, we see
rays of Blood and Water emanating from the area of His pierced Heart.
The rays are emanating outward—they are going out to a hurting world.
That is perhaps one of the differences; the Sacred Heart enables us to
get a deeper understanding of the infinite mercy and calls us to reparation,
yet the Divine Mercy now calls us to live that message to a hurting
world.

Our Lord asked St. Margaret Mary that the image of His Sacred
Heart be honored and venerated by all the faithful. In His first apparition
to her in 1673, He said, ”My Divine Heart is so passionately in love
with men that it can no longer withhold the flames of that burning
love.” And in a later apparition St. Margaret Mary wrote, “It must be
honored under the symbol of this heart of flesh, whose image He wished
to be publicly exposed....Wherever this sacred image would be exposed
for public veneration He would pour forth His graces and blessings.” 

Now, I would like to emphasize another point. The Way of the Cross,
of following Jesus in His footsteps, is not a cult of suffering. We are not
to be so enamored by suffering that we go out and look for it. We do not
have to walk in front of a car so as to injure ourselves. But we also know
that this world is a valley of tears, and we are to pick up our cross and
follow in His footsteps. I certainly have had enough trials and tribulations
in my own life—as well as trying to raise six children—that I don’t need
to be looking for suffering! 

What would you do if you won a cruise around the world? Wouldn’t
you call your family and tell all your friends? That is what we must do
with the Divine Mercy message. So many people are hurting from the
ravages of divorce, abuse, addictions, pornography, and more. They don’t
know where to turn or what to do next. They are like lost sheep waiting
to be devoured by the world. And yet, the Divine Mercy message is also
a message that needs internalization. It is about forgiveness, of truly
trusting in God in difficult situations, and being merciful to others. It is
about holding your tongue when you know you are right and are so angry.
The Divine Mercy message is about love—for God is love, and he who
abides in love, abides in God, and God in him.

So today, remember that you are a temple and vessel of the Holy
Spirit. Let your actions be of God, and your heart be a heart of mercy,
emanating the love of God to all you encounter. And avoid letting
discouragement or anxiety enter your heart, and strive to be a reflection
of the Merciful Jesus to all you encounter. 
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 27.05.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

4000

1000

300
2350
6000

1500
3000
2600

6000

3000

3000

1000
11500

3000

4200

3800
750

2000

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)

Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar
Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

2000

500

200
2250
5000

1500
3000
1200

3500

3300

1000

3600

570
2000

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday
12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

5000

90000

6400

700
25350

150000

35000
5100

30000
10200
50000

60000
10000

42015
7500

820
25000

2200

20000

4200

1100
10220
25000

6500
4100

25000
3350

11000

43500
5000

19043
21000

1000
15000

1000

200
2370
5000

2000
1100

3722

850
2000
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2019 TO 27.05.2019

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76

Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai
Fr. Lourduraj
Arockia Illam
Holycross Convent,
Pambarpuram
Fouriere Home,
Pambarpuram

Total

3000

9500
200

2000

10000

10000

152155

9500
300

78304

Hunger
Disease
18/04/19

Vocation
Sunday

12/05/19

Holy
Childhood
10/02/19

Holy See
31/03/19

Good
Friday

19/04/19

130000

16141

1400

1227791

70000

19725

1000

509428

 From the Procurator’s Desk
Dear Rev. Fathers,
      Kindly verify the above statement and confirm the remittances.  If any
discrepancy is found, you are welcome to correct the same with the receipt
available with you.
      Kindly remit all the Diocesan Collections (13 Nos) and the DMF (1%)
Collections seperatly by Cheque or Bank Draft  favouring
The R.C. Diocese of Madurai  to the Procurator’s Office.  This is in
accordance with Government norms for restricting cash transactions.
                                                                                                     -  Fr. Procurator

9500

1830

48325

Mass Received From Parishes

Parish Priest, Nagamalai (100 Masses) 10,000.00

   Total                          10,000.00
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KANI (Seminarians Fund)
                Opening Balance 26.04.2019                 28,92,902.77

Mr. Guruz, Srivilliputhur        1,00,000.00

Superior General,CIC Generalate, Madurai 20,000.00

Mr. Saravanan & Preethi, Dindigul 15,000.00

Mr. R. Kennedy & V. Jaculin, Dindigul 15,000.00

Sr. Stella, Presentation Convent, Theni 10,000.00

Fr. Parish Priest, W. Pudupatti 10,000.00

Mr. Michael & Vinolin Family, Rayappanpatti 10,000.00

Fr. Parish Priest, Samayanallur 10,000.00

Presentation Sisters, Jeevan Jyothi Hospice, Theni 10,000.00

Er. A. Kulandai & K. Mariammal, Ayravathanallur 10,000.00

Fr. Parish Priest, Gnanaolivupuram 10,000.00

Fr. Parish Priest, K. Pudur 10,000.00

Holy Family Brothers, Gabriel Illam, Nagamalai   6,000.00

Fr. S. Vincent, Bharathi Nagar, Devadanam   5,000.00

Mrs. Gnanapoo (Mother of Fr. Durairaj)   1,000.00
G. Usha Bernadett,   1,000.00

              31,35,902.77
Less : Payment to Little flower Seminary - 35,735

Payment to Sacred Heart Seminary -   7,412
Bank commission -          2

       43,149  43,149.00

Closing Balance as on 27.05.2019        30,92,753.77

Cash in Hand :  Nil

Cash at Bank :  30,92,753.77

   30,92,753.77
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Diocese of Venice in Florida, U.S.A.
                     (Through Fr. T.R. Jayabalan)    14,40,699.96
Saint Alphonsus Congregation, U.S.A.
                 (Through Fr. Britto Raja Suresh)                 6,15,616.62
Fr. Valentine Joseph, USA       1,65,504.00
Fr. Britto Raja Suresh, USA       1,39,835.00
Fr. Arul Joseph, USA       1,04,816.00
Fr. G. Lourdu Raj, Arockia Illam 55,000.00
Fr. Dhivyanandam, Ayravathanallur 50,000.00
Fr. Arul, Secretary, Dialogue Commission 50,000.00
Mr. & Mrs. Irudaya Raj - Lilly Rose, Annanagar 50,000.00
Fr. A. Antony Samy, Secretary, C.C.L 25,000.00
Fr. Vincent Mathan Babu 20,000.00
Fr. M. John Diraviam, Chancellor       15,000.00
Fr. A. Vedamanickam, Palanganatham     10,000.00
Fr. I. Maria Arul Selvam 10,000.00
Mr. Arulanandam, Rtd., H.M, Annanagar 10,000.00
Amaladass Nithya, Annanagar 10,000.00
The Teachers, R.C. Mid.Sch. P. Chettiapatti, Usilampatti   5,000.00
Fr. Gnanasandanam, Arockia Illam   5,000.00
Nazrane Isabella Family, Usilampatti   1,000.00
Mrs. Badma James, Kadachanendal    1,000.00

    Total                       27,83,471.58

Rev. Fr. Xavier A. - 10.06.1984



13

     June July

02 Virudhunagar 07 Kadachanendal
09 Nagamalai P. 14 Anna Nagar

16 Chinnamanur 21 Batlagundu

23 Uthamapalayam 28 Bodinayakanur

30 Karumathur

Fr. Maria Pancras - 01.06.1992
Fr. Irudayam - 06.06.1969
Fr. Arulanandam M.A. - 06.06.1966
Fr. Manuvel N.A. - 12.06.2003
Fr. Susai R. - 13.06.1979

 MADURA MISSION - HISTORICAL NOTES

XXV. Martyrdom of Fr. Britto
The two ships that had begun their voyage one year before

from Lisbon reached Goa on 2nd November 1690. On the way near
Mediterranean Sea Fr. Britto fell sick due to the break out of sea fever.
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Many died and the two priests who were with Fr. Britto who had been
taking care of the sick also died. And he was also anointed with the last
Sacrament. However God healed him after a couple of days. Once
again Fr. Britto started his ministry of taking care of the sick and the
dying on board. When the vessel touched the shore of Goa great cheer
rose from the ecclesiastics who had come to welcome the missionaries.
Those missionaries who were assigned to Malabar province journeyed
towards Ambalakadu. While Fr. Britto stayed some days in Goa and
the holy casket of Saint Francis Xavier was opened particularly for him
to pray. He prayed to Saint Francis Xavier that never would he step
back from evangelizing the Maravas.

Then he left to Thoppur and met his beloved friend priest and
his Provincial Superior, Fr. Belevendirar and narrated to him about his
stay in Lisbon. Many new Christians, having heard about the arrival of
Fr. Britto, started thronging to Thoppur in order to be with their beloved
pastor. Among those were SiluvaiNayakkar and his son Maria Dasan.
They explained to Fr. Britto about the then current political situation of
Maravanadu after the decline of Nayakka’s power.

Since Fr. Provincial was sick he asked Fr. Britto to go as an
Apostolic Visitator to all the mission places of the Province and produce
a report. Hence on 16th April 1691 Fr. Britto left Thoppur with
SiluvaiNayakkar and Maria Dasan and journeyed towards Aavur. They
went by foot to every Christian village and met the local Christians who
were overjoyed to see their pastor after so many months. Fr. Britto
having visited the places around Thoppur, crossed Cauveri and Kollidam
and proceeded to North to Trichy and at Vadukarpet baptized 400
persons. From there he visited Kamanayakkanpatti where he was a
parish priest in 1685. All the faithful asked him to remain at their churches.
Then he travelled to Madurai. Madurai had lost its earlier glory since
the Nayakkas had transferred the Capital from Madurai to Trichy. In
Madurai he met Fr. Carvalho who was taking care of a vast area of the
mission at the South, from Kayathar to the North, Malayadipatti. During
the journey the Catechists and the faithful narrated to him what happened
to Fr. De Mello.

It was Fr. Demello who took charge of Marava Christians after
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Fr. Britto’s journey to Lisbon. Fearing Sethupathi he was cautious enough
not to enter into his territory and therefore he remained at the forest
near Thirupattur and was doing his ministry to the baptized who were
converted by Fr. Britto. Ramnad Christians and the neophytes around
the place came in large numbers to be baptized. Fr. Demello had baptized
around 1000 persons within ten days. Those who could not stomach the
growth of this new religion made an uproar in Ramnad area and
threatened the royal family that the wrath of Hindu gods would fall upon
them if they did not arrest the spreading of the new religion. Hence the
local king ordered Fr. De Mello to be arrested and he was thrown into
prison after the soldiers thoroughly beating him. Though Fr. Demello
was taken out of the prison immediately by a personal plea of the Superior
of Madurai to the Nayakkar, and though he was taken to Madurai for
recuperation he fell seriously ill due to the cruel scourging and beating
of the soldiers and died at an age of thirty three like our Lord. Though
Fr. Britto could not bear that pain, he was, on the other hand was content
about the surety of Martyrdom in Marava land once one proclaimed
the name of Jesus.

After having spent a couple of weeks in Madurai he walked
towards Mullipadi and Malayadipatti. The history goes that when the
Christians were persecuted around the area of Trichy they all migrated
to Mullipadi and to the hillock of Malayadipatti which enjoys a tradition
of St. Thomas visit two thousand years before on his way to Mylapore.It
is here that Marva Christians came to fulfil the obligations of Pasch.
After meeting the people and the parish priest Fr. Britto proceeded to
Aavur where SilvaiNayakkar’s, - the Catechist- family was living. From
then on Fr. Britto visited Vallam and from there he visited his old missions
such as Vadukarpatti, Koothur, Agaram etc. All the Christians rejoiced
upon seeing their former founder pastor. From there he journeyed to
Mylapore and then came back to Aavur where he prepared his Visitation
report which narrated with facts and figures the Christian life spread
from Kayathar to Santhome and in the West from Coimbatore to
Andhra. Rightly he is considered “Chinnappar of South Tamilnadu”.

Haivng camped at Aavur, Fr. Britto and SiluvaiNayakkar had
been looking at possibilities to enter into Maravanadu which border

was heavily guarded by soldiers. What pained most was that the pathetic
condition of the new Christians who were sheep like shepherd. He was
preparing himself in an eight day retreat before entering courageously
into Maravanadu. Having known that their pastor had camped at the
border forest area, all the Ramnad Christians thronged to the forest-
border to receive sacraments and to be strengthened in their faith. Fr.
Britto was camped at the North of Devakottai, Anumanthangudi and
Mangalangudi which were under the rule of Tanjore King. Having
Kurunthangudi as the base he ministered at the surrounding villages of
Kadambur, Kookudi, Enarthi, Melanai etc. Tradition says that our
Saint John De Britto had built a church at Kadambur near the present
St. James Church. It also records that our Saint had built a church at
Kurunthangudi which was destroyed by Sethupathi’s soldiers later.

Finally in his letter to the Superior Fr. Britto communicated that
he had fixed May 17th, 1692 as the entry date to Maravanadu. As he
was determined he marched towards Puliyal. Here a thief from a bush
attacked the Saint and took away the Mass Kit box considering it of
gold. The saints and the Catechists complained to the local leader
SokkuThevar who was governing 32 villages. This SokkuThevar gave
permission to our Saint to preach and do religious duties to his flock.
Thus the next phase of missionary journey in the Marvanadu came to
life. Thousands of Marava Christians flocked the Saint for Mass and
Sacraments. At Muniyurour Saint built a church where he recorded
that he baptized 3000 people on a single day. People from all castes
joined the Faith and received baptism. The Church of Maravanadu
was flourishing to which growth, the local Catechists’ ministry hard-
work and were indispensable. Our Saint built churches within a couple
of months at Muniyur, Kurumalaikottai, Ponnangudi near
Kandaramanickam, Kannappan Kottaiof Siurpalai. Within a short
period our Saint had converted and baptized around ten thousand people.
Among those were Soldiers of Sethupathi, Brahmins and many Officials
of  King’s palace. Church historians consider this period as the flourishing
era of Christiannity in Maravanadu. (to be continued)

               - Fr. Jodir.


