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The Voice of the Pastor

When we give a deep thought to the problems of the
world we will realize that selfishness is the most of all the
problems and troubles both individual as
A well as world-wide. Christ being a
revolutionary brought drastically a new
Jl approach to solve the problems. The!
.} answer of Jesus to all the problems looks *
simple but profound. He calls us to love
one another as much as we love ourselves,
if not more than ourselves. This love is a
genuine love, a love that embraces both our friends and
enemies alike; this love went upto the point of his death on |

i the Cross, though He did not deserve such a death. He died rd
on the Cross for the sake of corrupt and dishonest men, for
the sinners and saints alike. His Death and Resurrection far

L. from polarising mankind brought the humans closer together.
Hence St. Paul says, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave
or free, male and female. For you are all one in Jesus Christ”
(Gal 3:28). Thus Jesus is the reconciler of different factions
of the humans. His only prayer was that all of us should be

Jr one just as He and the Father are one (Jn17:21). By this -
prayer he calls all of us to salvation and unity.
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The revolution proclaimed by Jesus is unique without
any self-interest and personal gain. His love towards mankind
was completely unselfish. What motivated Jesus in his
revolution was his unselfish love which was a power within
him, but in the eyes of the world it was considered to be a g
weakness. If only we have love then we will be able to do
something to solve the problems and this love on our part
‘Z) should be ready to give everything and do anything without

\ any personal gain. Such a love will help us to become
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victorious with Christ. The invisible power of love within us will\

help us to do small things to change the world what come may on
our life-journey. During this season of lent, let us keep in our
hearts the selfless love of Christ and try to love and serve others
without counting the cost.

Your Loving Archbishop,

N L0

(+Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy)

=t Noe—
Pope’s Intention for February 2017:

Support for Persecuted Christians.

That persecuted Christians may be supported by the prayers and mate-
rial help of the whole Church.

GugmurfleiT BIDLONMS CBUSS|HSS)

* sl gymmL flome GlEwwn wremTe, wreTaSwi &k &siT
2 myUllnGanm useTGlum, YjemeaTaimeEGD Gaall uMUUYST &L b,
sevell snm Y Blemeé@ 2w Glafluaiasr eurpssme sumiuyser
Gum ...

HAPPY FEAST
The Archbishop & The Archdiocesan Priests wish
the following religious congregations, serving in
our Archdiocese, a blessed Feast Day.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyons (SJL) - 19" March
St. Joseph of Apparition Sisters (SJA) - 19" March
St. Joseph of Tarbes (SJT) - 19" March
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny - 19" March
Suore AncelleDell’amore Miseri Cordioso - 19" March
Suore Missionarie dell’ Incarnazione (SM) - 25" March
Society of Catholic Medical Mission Sisters (MMS)- 25" March
S 4
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Archbishop’s Engagements
1 Ash Wednesday Mass @ St. Mary’s Cathedral
3 First Friday Mass @ Idaikattur
4 Archdiocesan Pastoral Council @ NPC
5-10 Preaching Retreat to the Clergy of Mannar, Srilanka
11-12  Pastoral Visit to R.R. Nagar
14 Doctoral Dissertation of Rev. Fr. Yesu Karuna @ JDV, Pune
16 Blessing of the Production Unit @ Madha TV, Chennai
18 Women's Day Celebrations @ NPC
19 CRI Meet @ Karumathur
20 Blessing of the Community Hall @ Philip Nagar, Nilakottai
21 M Monthly Recollection

E  Senate Meeting @ Archbishop’s House
22 DMI School Day Celebrations @ Rajapalayam
26 M ppOFwFl uefllwmeniseT oifliuem  efllpr
St. Mary’s, Madurai
E  Theni Vicariate Lenten Pilgrimage @ Kanavai,
Usilampatty
29 TNBC ot Liswiégp- General Body Meet @ NPC
4
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Please Note

The Monthly Recollection will be held on Tuesday, 21 March, in
the Archbishop’s House, Madurai.

There will be a Senate Meeting on Tuesday, 21* March, 2017, at
3.00 p.m. in the Archbishop’s House. All the members are
requested to attend the meeting.

The next General Body Meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral
Council (DPC) and the General Body Meeting of the Laity
Commission will take place on 04.03.2017, Saturday on the theme
of ‘mibop aSICHEMEGID Famamser, ‘Fnd PMUYsH SE0EID —
Famesebd srssumisesd’ at Nobili Pastoral centre, Madurai.
Mr. Peter Alphons Ex-M.P., Prof. Devasagayam, Mr. Elias,
Dr. Julie Benjamin and Sr. Amala will speak on the themes. The
members of the Curia,Vicars Forane, the commission secretaries
and the Vicariate Priest representatives are kindly asked to attend
the meeting. The parish priests may please remind the DPC and
Laity commission members in their parishes to attend the meeting
without fail.

Congratulation to Rev. Fr. Adaikalaraja, the parish priest of
Packiapuram for his excellent construction work towards the Infant
Jesus Church at Riffle Range, the sub-station of Packiapuram,
Kodaikanal.

Congratulation to Rev. Fr. Parivalan, the parish priest of
W. Pudupatty, for his excellent renovation work for the Church of
Holy Magi, and construction work of St. Thomas Church at
Kansapuram.

Change of Phone Number: Rev. Fr. Paul Britto, Mobile
No.: 944 3611617.

Our heartfelt condolence to Rev. Fr. Lucas Maria Gnanam
and his relatives, upon the demise of his elder brother, who expired
on 11" February, 2017. Let us pray for the repose of his soul.

J
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“I desire merey, and not sacrifice” (Mt 9:13).
The works of mercy on the road of the Jubilee

Pope Francis’ message for Lent

1. Mary, the image of a Church which
evangelizes because she is evangelized

In the Bull of Indiction of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I asked that “the
season of Lent in this Jubilee Year be lived more
intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate and
experience God’s mercy” (MisericordiaeVultus,
17). By calling for an attentive listening to the
word of God and encouraging the initiative “24
Hours for the Lord”, I sought to stress the primacy
of prayerful listening to God’s word, especially
his prophetic word. The mercy of God is a
proclamation made to the world, a proclamation which each Christian is
called to experience at first hand. For this reason, during the season of
Lent I will send out Missionaries of Mercy as a concrete sign to everyone
of God’s closeness and forgiveness.

After receiving the Good News told to her by the Archangel
Gabriel, Mary, in her Magnificat, prophetically sings of the mercy whereby
God chose her. The Virgin of Nazareth, betrothed to Joseph, thus
becomes the perfect icon of the Church which evangelizes, for she was,
and continues to be, evangelized by the Holy Spirit, who made her virginal
womb fruitful. In the prophetic tradition, mercy is strictly related - even
on the etymological level - to the maternal womb (rahamim) and to a
generous, faithful and compassionate goodness (hesed) shown within
marriage and family relationships.

2. God’s covenant with humanity: a history of mercy

The mystery of divine mercy is revealed in the history of the
covenant between God and his people Israel. God shows himself ever
rich in mercy, ever ready to treat his people with deep tenderness and
compassion, especially at those tragic moments when infidelity ruptures
the bond of the covenant, which then needs to be ratified more firmly in
justice and truth. Here is a true love story, in which God plays the role
of the betrayed father and husband, while Israel plays the unfaithful

child and bride. These domestic images - as in the case of Hosea/
/

7

people.

This love story culminates in the incarnation of God’s Son. In
Christ, the Father pours forth his boundless mercy even to making him
“mercy incarnate” (MisericordiaeVultus, 8). As a man, Jesus of
Nazareth is a true son of Israel; he embodies that perfect hearing required
of every Jew by the Shema, which today too is the heart of God’s
covenant with Israel: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord;
and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your might” (Dt 6:4-5). As the Son of God, he is
the Bridegroom who does everything to win over the love of his bride, to
whom he is bound by an unconditional love which becomes visible in the
eternal wedding feast.

This is the very heart of the apostolic kerygma,
in which divine mercy holds a central and
fundamental place. Itis “the beauty of the saving
love of God made manifest in Jesus Christ who
I died and rose from the dead” (EvangeliiGaudium,
1. 306), that first proclamation which “we must hear

\ again and again in different ways, the one which
1 we must announce one way or another throughout
the process of catechesis, at every level and
moment” (ibid., 164). Mercy “expresses God’s way of reaching out to
the sinner, offering him a new chance to look at himself, convert, and
believe” (MisericordiaeVultus, 21), thus restoring his relationship with
him. In Jesus crucified, God shows his desire to draw near to sinners,
however far they may have strayed from him. In this way he hopes to
soften the hardened heart of his Bride.
3. The works of mercy
God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us, through
the experience of a faithful love, to become merciful in turn. In an ever
new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each of us
to love our neighbour and to devote ourselves to what the Church’s
tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. These works
remind us that faith finds expression in concrete everyday actions meant
to help our neighbours in body and spirit: by feeding, visiting, comforting
and instructing them. On such things will we be judged. For this reason,
I expressed my hope that “the Christian people may reflect on the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy; this will be a way to reawaken our

!

conscience, too often grown dull in the face of poverty, and to enter
\o

? . . )
(cf. Hos 1-2) - show to what extent God wishes to bind himself to his

J
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more deeply into the heart of the Gospel where
the poor have a special experience of God’s
, mercy” (ibid., 15). For in the poor, the flesh of
Christ “becomes visible in the flesh of the tortured,
M the crushed, the scourged, the malnourished, and
the exiled. to be acknowledged, touched, and cared for by us” (ibid.).
It is the unprecedented and scandalous mystery of the extension in time
of the suffering of the Innocent Lamb, the burning bush of gratuitous
love. Before this love, we can, like Moses, take off our sandals (cf. Ex
3:5), especially when the poor are our brothers or sisters in Christ who
are suffering for their faith.

In the light of this love, which is strong as death (cf. Song 8:6),
the real poor are revealed as those who refuse to see themselves as
such. They consider themselves rich, but they are actually the poorest
of the poor. This is because they are slaves to sin, which leads them to
use wealth and power not for the service of God
) and others, but to stifle within their hearts the

28 & profound sense that they too are only poor
= beggars. The greater their power and wealth,
*‘ \ \ }c:.‘: } the more this blindness and deception can grow.
o L=~ 4 < It can even reach the point of being blind to
’ Lazarus begging at their doorstep (cf. Lk 16:20-
21). Lazarus, the poor man, is a figure of Christ, who through the poor
pleads for our conversion. As such, he represents the possibility of
conversion which God offers us and which we may well fail to see.
Such blindness is often accompanied by the proud illusion of our own
omnipotence, which reflects in a sinister way the diabolical “you will be
like God” (Gen 3:5) which is the root of all sin. This illusion can likewise
take social and political forms, as shown by the totalitarian systems of
the twentieth century, and, in our own day, by the ideologies of
monopolizing thought and technoscience, which
would make God irrelevant and reduce man to raw
material to be exploited. This illusion can also be
seen in the sinful structures linked to a model of
false development based on the idolatry of money,
which leads to lack of concern for the fate of the
poor on the part of wealthier individuals and
societies; they close their doors, refusing even to see the poor.

For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a
favourable time to overcome our existential alienation by listening to

\\\God s word and by practising the works of mercy. In the corporaIJ
9

7 works of mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters )
who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited; in the spiritual works of
mercy - counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and prayer -
we touch more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual
n ;works of mercy must never be separated. By
! , touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the
% suffering, sinners can receive the gift of realizing
that they too are poor and in need. By taking this
path the “proud”, the “powerful” and the
“wealthy” spoken of in the Magnificent can also
be embraced and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died
and rose for them. This love alone is the answer to that yearning for
infinite happiness and love that we think we can satisfy with the idols of
knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that by a
constant refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ who knocks
on them in the poor, the proud, rich and powerful will end up condemning
themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss of solitude which is Hell.
The pointed words of Abraham apply to them and
to all of us: “They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening
will best prepare us to celebrate the final victory
over sin and death of the Bridegroom, now risen,
who desires to purify his Betrothed in expectation
of his coming.

Let us not waste this season of Lent, so
favourable a time for conversion! We ask this through the maternal
intercession of the Virgin Mary, who, encountering the greatness of
God’s mercy freely bestowed upon her, was the first to acknowledge
her lowliness (cf. Lk 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant
(cf. Lk 1:38).
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r Prison Ministry A

On account of New Year celebration our Unit volunteers
wished the women inmates in Madurai
Central prison for women (special) We prayed
with the inmates and distributed new sarees
for 110 remanded and convicted women.
On 7™ January on request of prisoners we
conducted Eye Camp in Madurai Central
prison. Aravind Eye Hospital collaborated and
398 convicted and remanded inmates checked
their eyes and benefitted. 160 convicts with eye defects were
identified. On 10" January we donated spectacles worth of
Rs.12800/ to 160 convicts. Superintendents thanked PMI for the
effort taken for the welfare of the inmates who were relieved of
their anxiety. On 14" January Pongal Day we prayed with women
prisoners, shared Pongal and distributed sugar cane. On 28"
monthly meeting of the volunteers was convened in St.Joseph
Convent by the Co- Ordinator. Issues were discussed for forth coming
month.Regular visits were made to Central Prison Madurai for
men and women by different volunteers groups. Thirumangalam
sub-jail, Nilakottai sub-jail for women, Virudhunagardt. Jail for men,
Usilai sub-jail for men, MelurBorstal school were visited. Both
individual and group counseling were given. Convicts’ families were
visited and contacted. Their children were counseled to study well
and be achievers. To pursue their pending cases in HC and S C
we contacted their Advocates. I D cards were obtained from state
PMI office for new voluntees. We appreciate the Lay volunteers
who are very active in Usilai, Virudhunagar and Madurai. Thanks
to Parish priests of the above places. We have started coaching 9
life convicts for XII std. Govt.Exam.We provided study materials.
Thank you ! - Sr.Fatima Antony SJL

".THIS MACHINE WILL
REDUCE YOUR WORK
BY HALF.."

~. PLEASE GIVE ME
TWO OF THEM...." _§/
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Collection as on 24/02/2017

St. Peter’s Pence - 2016

Collection as on 25/01/2017
Sengole Nagar

Perumalmalai

T. Sindalacherry

Kariapatti

Collection as on 24/02/2017

Collection as on 25/01/2017
Sengole Nagar

T. Sindalacherry

Kariapatti

Collection as on 24/02/2017

\o

Communication Day - 2016

Prison Ministry - 2016

1,12,821.00

1,12,246.00
2,000.00
1,100.00
1,000.00
900.00

1,17,246.00

1,08,444.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
900.00

1,12,344.00

Holy Childhood - 2016 h
Collection as on 25/01/2017 2,10,079.00
Mangalamkombu 570.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 2,10,649.00
Holy See - 2016
Collection as on 25/01/2017 89,136.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,000.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 90,136.00
Vocation Sunday - 2016
Collection as on 25/01/2017 1,11,821.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,000.00

Collection as on 25/01/2017 1,19,777.00
Sengole Nagar 2,500.00
T. Sindalacherr 1,000.00

i y y
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fDevadanam 1,000.00 A
Kariapatti 900.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 1,25,177.00

Bible Sunday - 2016
Collection as on 25/01/2017 1,04,622.00
Sengole Nagar 2,000.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,000.00
W. Pudupatti 1,000.00
Kariapatti 900.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 1,09,522.00
Mission Sunday - 2016
Collection as on 25/01/2017 26,24,442.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,30,000.00
Christ Hall Seminary 79.085.00
Munjikkal 40,000.00
Michaelpalayam 35,210.00
W. Pudupatti 35,000.00
Sengole Nagar 30,000.00
Thirumangalam 17,500.00
Rajapalayam 15,000.00
Kariapatti 12,000.00
Sattur 8,000.00
Ugarthe Nagar 7,270.00
Aruppukottai 5,500.00
Chinnamanur 5,000.00
Devadanam 5,000.00
Kalladipatti 5,000.00
Bodinayakanur 3,000.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 30,57,007.00
African Mission- 2016

Collection as on 25/01/2017 90,008.00
Batlagundu 2,000.00
Michaelpalayam 2,000.00

\\\Sengole Nagar 2,000.00 J
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KF . Sindalacherry 1,000.00 )
W. Pudupatti 1,000.00
Kariapatti 900.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 98,908.00

Peter the Apostle - 2016
Collection as on 25/01/2017 84,863.00
Michaelpalayam 2,200.00
Sengole Nagar 1,500.00
Nagamalai 1,200.00
Devadanam 1,000.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,000.00
W. Pudupatti 1,000.00
Kariapatti 900.00
Nilakottai 500.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 94,163.00
Opus Securitatius
Collection as on 25/01/2017 82,120.00
Michaelpalayam 2,600.00
Sengole Nagar 2,000.00
Nagamalai 2,000.00
Devadanam 1,000.00
W. Pudupatti 1,000.00
T. Sindalacherry 1,000.00
Kariapatti 900.00
Nilakottai 500.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 93,420.00
KANI (Seminarians Fund )
Fr. Paulraj Lourdusamy & Parishioners, Chennai 50,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Virudhunagar 36,655.00
Er. A. John Peter Sahayam, Vilangudi 25,000.00
Parish Priest, Lourdes Shrine, Perambur, Chennai 25,000.00
Parishioners, Chennai, Chennai 23,000.00
Mr. Cruz Jesu, Palanganatham 10,000.00
\\\Fr. Benedict Barnabas, R.R. Nagar 10,000.00 J
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er. Raja, Villapuram 10,000.00 N
Mrs. Maria Vikneshwari, Anjal Nagar 10,000.00
Er. A. Amalan, Alagarkoil, K. Pudur 10,000.00
Reyv. Sisters, Fatima College 10,000.00
Er. 1. Victor, K. Pudur 10,000.00
Shantha Provincialate, Nagamalai 10,000.00
Mr. Joel & Agnes Aruna Family, Trichy 10,000.00
Fr. Procurator, Kumbakonam Diocese 10,000.00
Er. S. Felix Prabhakaran 10,000.00
Mr.M. Joseph Sahayaraj & Janci, Michaelpalayam 10,000.00
CIC Provincialate, Madurai 5,000.00
Sr. Superior General, Kosavapalayam 5,000.00
Er. S.R. Antony Thobias 5,000.00
Parish Priest, W. Pudupatty 5,000.00
Sisters of John the Baptist, Vadipatti 5,000.00
Immaculate Heart of Mary Provincialate, Othakadai 4,000.00
Mr. Sahayaraj, Sujatha Family, Nagamalai 3,000.00
Fr. Rector, Christ Hall Seminary, Karumathur 2,200.00
Fr. Lourduraj, Retrired 2,220.00
Superior & Community, Arul Malar Convent, K.K.Nagar 2,000.00
Er. Vincent Michael, Madurai 2,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Perumalmalai (Bination) 1,400.00
Rev. Sr. Superior, St. Joseph’s Convent, Madurai 1,000.00
Parish Priest, Arockia Annai Shrine, Vadipatti 1,000.00
Faithful 500.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 3,23,975.00
Donation for Archbishop’s Consecration Anniversary Day Expense

Er. Lawrence, Anna Nagar 1,00,000.00
Holy Childhood - 2017
Sivakasi 15,000.00
Usilampatti 6,770.00
Shenbaganur 5,000.00
Samayanallur 4,500.00
Hanumanthanpatti 4,490.00
Railway Colony 4,000.00
Rayappanpatti 3,200.00
R.R. Nagar 3,000.00
\\\Batlagundu 2,500.00 Y
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¢ Kadachanendal 2,500.00 )
Cumbum 1,450.00
Kavirayapuram 1,000.00
Kottur 1,000.00
Rayapuram 1,000.00
Kariapatti 900.00
Melur 800.00
Mangalamkombu 300.00
Thummichinampatti 230.00
Lourupuram 101.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 57,741.00
Mass Received From Parishes
Sivakasi (350 Mass) 35,000.00
Collection as on 24/02/2017 35,000.00
Adoration Sunday
March & April
. gt
05 Rajapalayam 5‘93 02 Mangalamkombu
12 Kalladipatti w09 Thirunagar
19  Thirunagar » 16 Michaelpalayam
26 Meenatchiapuram i 23 Palanganatham
30 Kalladipatti
Ordination Anniversary
Rev. Fr. Lourdhuraj G. - 24.03.1962
Rev. Fr. GnanaSandanam - 24.03.1965
Rev. Fr. Paul Ignatius - 27.03.2003
Necrology
Archbishop Arockiasamy on 22.03.2007
Fr. Asirvatham on 01.03.2013
Fr. Saldana on 03.03.1973
Fr. Antony Nair on % 03.03.1982
Fr. Savariraj on 15.03.1977
Fr. Alexis S.A. on 16.03.1998
Fr. Lawrence Xavier P. on 19.03.2006
\__Fr. Francis Britto on 31.03.2010 J
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