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Greetings,on Birthday

Msgr. Jeyaraj J. (20)

Fr. Arputhasamy (02)
Fr. George Stephen R.P (02)
Fr.Antony Samy A. (04)
Fr. James Paul Raj §. (06)
Fr. Paul Ignatius I. (09)
Fr. Gabriel G. (13)

Fr. Sebastian Jerome (20)
Fr. Joseph Amalan (20)
Fr. Britto Jerald Dhinakaran (22)
Fr. John Diraviam M. (24)
Fr. Susai P. Visuvasam (26)

Fr. Benadict Barna

Fr. Jayeseela



Jhe Uoice of the Pastor

My Dear Fathers, Brothers, and Sisters,

“| take pleasure in my weaknesses, and
#in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and
$ troubles that | suffer for Christ. For when | am weak,
then | am strong.” (2 Cor 12:10) T3

When we feel a sense of powerlessness 7+
and admit it then it is very often thought of as a
sign of weakness according to the wisdom of the
¢ world. But, on the contrary, if we admit weakness
& and powerlessness and build upon this realization, then we realize
:‘:‘ that God’s power is working through us and this is the wisdom of
** Christ.
b0 We live a life that is not true to ourselves if we do not admit
our weakness and our helplessness, because Jesus has explicitly
told us that without Him we can do nothing (cfr. Jn 15:5). Only when
we admit our weakness and live it in the concrete circumstances
e then it becomes a sign of Christian maturity. When we realize our
helplessness and throw ourselves into the arms of Christ then we
"~‘ become strong with his strength and we feel the strengthening of his
& #* grace in us which really surprises us.

In our life there are times in which we feel overwhelmed with
the burden of life, worries, and anxieties trouble us, and fear seems
to strengthen its grip which for a time makes our life impossible to
live. Such occasions, painful as they are, are God-given opportunities
En for our growth. At such times, if we abandon ourselves anew to Christ
then our life as Christians takes on a new depth and vitality. Thus we
3 become very closely united with Jesus who is our nourishment, our
Ly life, and our happiness.
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We should never think that only at the time of trials and our
helplessness we should fix our eyes on Jesus but if we are spiritually
sensitive we will always be aware of our weaknesses. When we
3 realize our powerlessness and weakness in our life then they should
& in no way make us feel depressed and discouraged. But our proper
:': understanding of our weakness should help us to experience deep ¢ KN
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[peace, and love, and security as Jesus is very close to us. The closer we\

are to him the more we participate in His strength and the divine power is
made manifest to others in and through us.

May God bless you all!
YourLoving Archbishop,

A L}‘*‘ffw

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy

Pope’s Intention for March 2018:

Evangelization: Formation in Spiritual Discernment
That the Church may appreciate the urgency of formation in spiritual
discernment, both on the personal and communitarian levels.
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Happy Feast

The Archbishop & The Archdiocesan Priests wish the following
religious congregations, serving in our Archdiocese, a blessed

Feast Day.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyons (SJL) - 19" March
St. Joseph of Apparition Sisters (SJA) - 19" March
St. Joseph of Tarbes (SJT) - 19" March
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny - 19" March
Suore AncelleDell’amore Miseri Cordioso - 19" March
Suore Missionarie dell’ Incarnazione (SM) - 25" March

Society of Catholic Medical Mission Sisters (MMS)- 25" March

\Insﬁtutas Voluntas Dei - 25" March
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Archbishop’s Engagements
01 Thu M Pastoral Care to Sri Lanka Meet
E Mass, Arrival of the Statue of O. L. of Fatima at St.
Mary’s Cathedral
02 Fri E Mass, Statue of O. L. of Fatima at St. Joseph’s
Church, Gnanaolivupuram
03 Sat E Tamil Nadu Minorities Welfare Congress, Madurai
04 Sun E Mass, Theni Vicariate Lenten Pilgrimage,
Rayappanpatty
05 Mon M Blessing & Family Day, Damien, Nilakottai
06 Tue E Thiruvarul Peravai Core Group Meet, NPC, Madurai
13 Tue M Education Council Meet, NPC, Madurai
17 Sat E Blessing, Mass, Niraivazhu Nagar
18 Sun E Mass, Madurai North Vicariate Lenten Pilgrimage,
Sengole Nagar
25 Sun M Palm Sunday Celebrations, St. Mary’s Cathedral
27 Tue M Priests’ Sanctification Day - Recollection
E Mass of the Holy Chrism, St. Mary’s Cathedral
29 Thu E Mass of the Lord’s Supper, St. Mary’s Cathedral
30 Fri E Good Friday Service, St. Mary’s Cathedral
31 Sat E Easter Vigil, St. Mary’s Cathedral
* No visitors’ appointment from 24 March to 02 April 2018.
* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com. y
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Please Note A
Chrism Mass — Priests Day: As per the tradition the (Chrism
Mass and) Monthly Recollection will start at 10:30 am., at
Archbishop’s House on 27" Tuesday 2018. There will be a Talk by
His Grace, Adoration and
Confession. The Chrism Mass will
begin at 6:00 pm at Our Lady of
Dolores Cathedral Church
officiated by His Grace in which the
Holy Oils will be blessed for its
distribution to the parishes. Kindly
bring containers for the h. oils. The & 5 .
parish priests of the city parishes are remlnded to cancel evening
masses in the parishes and to exhort the faithful to attend the solemn
Episcopal High Mass. It is Priests’ Day and let us be united with
Christ and with one another.

Maundy Thursday Collection : A special collection for the
Campaign against Hunger and Disease is to be taken on
Maundy Thursday on 29"inst. Kindly distribute special
. envelopes and procure a good collection which is to be sent
% to Procurator’s Office at once. It will be handed over to
MMSSS. Kindly exhort the faithful to contribute generously
y to eradicate poverty and misery of the Poor, especially of
" the African countries.

Good Friday Collection is to be taken ]
on 30" inst. for the maintenance of
sacred places in Holy Land. Rev. Parish
Priests and Heads of the Institutions are |
requested to make a good collection for ESEassSE,
the protection and maintenance of the i##

Holy Places of Salvation History. Kindly

remit your collections at once at Procurator’s Office.

Lenten 24 Hours for the Lord is observed in our Archdiocese
from 9" inst., (Friday) evening vigil upto 10", the Saturday
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evening. A parish from each Vicariate is chosen in order to observe\
this 24 Hours continuous Adoration. Thus 7 churches for this special
Adoration! His Grace exhorts all the parish priests of that Vicariate
join in the continuous adoration and pray for the Church. For more
detail kindly look at Pope’s Lenten Message 2018 published in this
issue.

5. 2017Annual Data of the Parish: The following parishes have
replied and sent the annual data. The other parishes and the religious
Institutions are requested to send the data at once. (Bibikulam,
Hanumanthanpatti, Theni, Othaiyal, Palanganatham, Nakkaneri,
Sundaranachiarpuram, Mangalamkombu, Virudunagar, Kalladipatti,
Railway Colony, Batlagundu, Pandian Nagar, Alangulam,
Kavirayapuram, Sivakasi, Thummichinampatty, Othakadai, Rosary
Church, Munjikal, Samayanallur, Thirumangalam, St. Mary’s, Sengole
Nagar, Cumbum, Srivilliputhur).

Vo NVia NVa NVa NVia NVia NVia AVa NVa Mo NVa NVia NV Na N Na N2 Na NV
Sop55Hme Hgnardlev Seuisamed SrEAssIULL Yafls
unsSwn sidrmanilar Hmwmejapeul uaafl e SLmiser

1.3.2018 - yeofls flwedrementll GLIDMEOWILD, LDEI6WT
2.3.2018 - Leofls 6uETeDTT SheDILILD, @hTesTapafeLILD, LDSIenDT
3.3.2018 - Ledfly Sisdremeot GeuenRIS60Te0N SIHHSHE0LD,
4.3.2018 - Levfls LIeOfiLDWI Sl6dTemeDT SheOlILD, &FmLILIedTLL L
8.3.2018 - Uedfls AAMTSHE0T6m60TSH SIHHSHE0LD, BT, ST, LDGIEWT
9.3.2018 - &flengl SID&T ShedWILD 61&FMHRIGCEHTED [FEIT, LDSIEWT
10.3.2018 - FleQs@6EUMITLILLY, 61SHS608E600T(B
1.3.2018 - G&BMEMLESHTEOTED 6ULL LD
17.3.2018 - S[BSHSMISHEHD, [BEDMEUMLDEYBEHT - 6(HSIBHST
18. 3.2018 - &MILD6WED LDMSHT SIHSHSE0LD, LIGILILIL LY
20.3.2018 - unsBLon seOA, LglewT

L - BIbEnS SheUTBSLD
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Pastoral Visit — Railway Colony Madurai

21 January 2018. It will go down the annals of the Sacred
Heart Church (SHC), Railway Colony, Madurai, as one of the most
joyous and momentous occasions (the Pastoral visit by our beloved
Archbishop, Dr. Antony Pappusamy). The highlight of His Grace’s arrival
was the administering of the Sacrament of Confirmation to 23 children
and youngsters of the parish. It was almost a decade since Archbishop
had a pastoral visit. Here was His Grace Dr. Antony Pappusamy, in all
humility, simplicity and love for the parishes under his care, readily
accepted our invitation. We, the parishioners of HSC were overwhelmed
by His Grace’s kind gesture.

It was a bright Sunday morning and SHC was filled with
excitement. Punctual to the second, our beloved Archbishop alighted
from his vehicle in front of the SHC gate. Our beloved spiritual shepherd,
our very own, Rev. Fr. S. James Paulraj left no stone unturned in making
the day a memorable one for all. His Grace was greeted to a rousing
welcome by Fr. James Paul Raj, parish priest, and all the parishioners in
typical Tamil cultural way with Garlands, Aarati and shawls by Tamil
and English speaking communities. His Grace joined with the parishioners
in procession into the Church. His Grace presided over the bilingual
Solemn High Mass with seven other concelebrants. Our children were
truly blessed to have had the privilege of receiving the Holy Sacrament
of confirmation, administered to them by none other than our dear beloved
Archbishop. Everyone felt ‘heaven came down and glory filled our
soul’.

After the Holy Eucharist, His Grace sat down in front of those
confirmed to ascertain that whether they knew fully well what it means
to be a truly dedicated child of God. The question —answer session was
as serious as it was and insightful for all of us present. His Grace made
the confirmants feel free with his kind words of encouragement.

After a short break, during which, our beloved father parish
priest has arranged for breakfast for all the parishioners, His Grace
made the confirmants feel free with his kind words of encouragement.
Then His Grace met Tamil speaking and English speaking parishioners

separately to elicit their requests and feedbacks. The Tamil speaking
J
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community requested for extending and enlarging the parish jurisdiction
of the HSC so that there would be good number of families participating
in Church activities. The English speaking folks made an ardent plea to
His grace for the parishioner status based on the provision given in canon
law for personal jurisdiction. Imagine the joy when our beloved
Archbishop stated without hesitation that he would see to it that the
request will be granted after discussing. His unhesitating positive response
was purely and truly God’s answer to our prayers. Having concluded
his wonderful visit, His Grace then proceeded to visit the religious
community, belonging to the congregation of Immaculate Conception,
Madurai. The HSC could not have asked for a more fitting way to
conclude the day. Thanks to our dear Fr. James Paulraj, parish priest,
who spent sleepless nights planning everything to the minutest detail.
We thank God for the total dedication and commitment of our loving
pastor of the parish.
John M D’ Couto, Parishioner
Sacred Heart Church, Railway Colony, Madurai.
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17.2.2018 &gevll&HLDemID SledTm)| SledTemert GeueTnhi&edTeofl Sheowid
&leOTEOTLDENITIT LIMIBNHS LI 6lFmIemeor Q&L elhems Sbg CLosE Gumurm
OlpGsmenfl LMILETLS Steursemen SHeoTEUNGBLD, GLDEMTHMETSHSILETILD, C16ULRE6T
ClEURSSILD, FHSE0TLDTemEOWIL (BLD LIMRIGSSHHeNS SleUTsEIbLD 26l LflieurTssi
LIS LD&:&6T SlemettebLd Carbgl SeflGs eupGaumGmnib. GUmLIT SieuriaeT
Speolsems Crnsd LbesGeMM® HLIbS! CUHSTTHET. LN60T SheDILISHemS SlemLIHS
Un® 6.30 eoflweneiled Heilll & Henesor Brie Seilll BHEHemneor ShET
eULpRIBeoTTS6T. (G5H601 LDeMMEUL L SIBLIT HHEMS EM60T LDMITLIR60T SleUT&EMbLD
GupnuirfledT e5WeIT HHems SHBLEH Cis SIHETTNIHS SleUTSHEIBLD HHEHEM6ETOT
eosus SpEMed BEOHSI QBTETTLMITEET. Sded BUIMLIT SleurTasT Srilevge
auMLDe)| eTedTLigl emm HLOLNEenEUT6Dd ST6dT SILIRIBIL|ETENSI 6T6dTM)| LDEDMDIL|EWIT
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Sipent Um@ Gupmunm Sleursensd Hplumer eugGeupy gnun®
QFILIWILILILL &I 61Dl SlEOTCUTLDERTIT LIMRIBE0T 6U6TTEHHHMSELD, LDE&E6r60T
ShetTLs HEDEUMLPENDSTHEYLD LIEd S L MRIGEMET OFLILBESHS eUbLD 6TLb LnaLslE
URIGSHSHemS Sleurnser GUITIT Sleunsensd eunerermenL GUMissH
LBLpeYL 60T eugGeummniise. G&Hevfl LbemmeuL L SIBSIT LDDHMILD EIFUIEDT HHeWS
SleUTsEpsELD 6lLMeTemenL. GUITSSLILLLE. gt Ung 7.30 Leuol&d
&leOTEOTLDEMITIT LIMRIB60T Bemen BIMDRIGETTE SHHSMNMBISH LLIRSGSD, 8.15
LDeTON&® EPITSHS HMLGHTLLIRSGSGLD 61F60TN D&ESHemens FhdeHe Gudl
SlauTsemen 2 _HEMSLULGBSHHOTNTEST. SHMLHE 9.30 evvlsE Shwim
SleUTEH6T QUIEUBHSS C\F6OTDMTHET.

18.2.2018 @nuipmiééLpenio, 16T L5eooTBLD SIBSHS HeT smemed 7.30
LD6UD16618H6060MD SHhOWIHBENG eNlemIbHs GUHSTTHET. HeOTEOTLDENITIT L|6vfS
Upneordle Sl SimpLeCanssefer SedesHed HMemed 2 _evorelin&LILNeor
Sleunsemens FMHHSHE GudleoTmigar.

gflwns 7.45 evofl (ps6d 8.45 Lbevofleuemy GUINMLIT SleUT&H6T ShedISHS6D
QLILTe) SIBLENSHEILD ASTBSSMTH6T. LG LD&ESH6T Slfs Slemafled eLILTe)
SIBLEFNSHETHSD LIBIGHDOM| LIWLIEOTOLDMMTSET. SlSHemedts QSMLITHE Silwings
8.30 Levoflwieneled HeusSTe0SHB60T (L&D EbMUIM) SdbLILed GuImuIT SleurTgeT
BH6mE0emLDUIED FemL LMD GUIMLIT SleuT&eT heD6D ShlLIell60T LI6ufl euLDey,
SplLIevfledT HLEMLDSET, LI6voTLseT SCHTB ShBoH6letr SLemb&E6T LHIILLD
fopuunen eNgsded emp|enT Sppmleotniaer. GupmwT Sleurserfer
BLDLIGEMSILITEDT GUMITHENSHEHET SHLPLDMET HIHSHIH6T 6TLD LIMIE LD&HS6T Ll
eliguiened Crresd UwWetisSL 2 DEnesHmeHs eNEHSE. SdLL
(WPLRBEH6YL 60T 10.15 LD6Uol6S 6TLD LIMIGSSHems CUNssIT LilesGeme0Tes Sleurmse
dledTeorDETT UM Upmlw Sipflsemsemil D&&HET (LPpeiTenflemeouded
aundlsanieer. &geor hesd GUIMLIT LDHMILD OIFWEdT SHeNS SlEUTHEBHELD
Q&BNBE&SLILL LG

LD&&6rMe0T euMLpeled €dhH LDMHMSHenSHs Q\HMevor(B euTGeusoor(BLD eTedTmILD
uRIBeT (WeTGeTHmLD WHMID é&efeT SheTlies Goemeusemen Benmey
s seor6Cs 2 M unevoflufied Led seumeds6fedr W&HHUND HL (L6
UetofllumDml  6UIHLD LIMRIGS SHews Sleursefedr Lisvoflgemenll LMLl Gumwrm
SleuraaT eLnedTeoTmemL. GUMTSHE LDSLDFFemWILI LBMHEI C1&TEUOTLTITSH6.
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SlUNTHET SHEDILISHHED LDSHEET SleMEOTEUDIILD OLITSIEUNSHE FHHSHSHMTHET.

11.30 wetflé&E® UMBD OFWOLGBLD SleTNmser, &ulssmse6r “@SIBL @pedsy B_omenTellLl Hiaymsil HIEHLGHETEN

SHLOLILEET CLTETDEUDED SHESSMTEE. SmHad BHICaL. HTD MMAUBD QHH BHHHILG QEBTE Gmaulbsl

1. yoolls HCHW, LDMDG, Qés, Guineuredr HNILD Leyed SledTilwimiser. 2. QFWEOLLLT6L 1oL BB HGh®, CUTSIDTE &TayH6T STa (LU, HBELTE
Leofls eflettaisent B Lieyed FemL 3. DM Femu, 4. SpFflill OLBLDESET, 5. Oxefleurenr, o mFHwmer LBBID HSHbHH OBB(PDHBEHMENT 2 L 6MQUITS
unLam @pedeor, 6. &GwaeNedr &evoTbevoliee LHMILD 1SLL1 LieTofiwimeiaer. QFweuBSS Geuewigul &LLTWD 2 6Tengl - HHSSHMS. LgTaidlerd,
7. 2ol ewflweurser eredtmy GUIMLIT SleurTse shdesmTaer. GUIMLITHLET UNFCCC womp1@ Geuig, pabuir 2014.

AmSBHms . LgTedled 2015-60 b spewi® Geuefu L Laudato
Si 66l HVFH FBWIOL 6L MPWITH BHTD euTIpDd IO 6160860T[HEHEID
CUTEHIITENHI, Diend LITHIHTHS GoUeTI(BLD 616013 H[HFHMS U BIHILISTETITIT.
RFFBBILL 6O HHCHTENHBH HHFFMHUUND Q(H HLOIOTE  HTHBHMSHUILD,
UHw  omB@Ill  UTedGmWWD 2 meurshadluerengl. Seiteieiluilh Feps

BenettTHE| LIeDSLILILLD eTGSHSLILILLS.

UrRIBedT LOFILD LIMI@ LD&&ET LEGILD GLITMLIHEE Sdhé@LD SIésenmemILILLD
UMRIG LD&s6MedT meveslihsns Sleurser ei®GsESLD Wpwpdlenwiwjd GupmurlLb
BMRI&GET SeooTGLID. Mg SHemreynnoed &HPsHAwns WwaessefLLd

2_eoINHIUILE! TRISEHEES OLBLESLONE SBHDHE!- OBmEBHY, LmUPBemsy MBB Oh®HEHHY  GB¥Ha  pwwrer  LflgHemeo
Gupmuir SleurssT SmiPHeuen] LDESHEBLEIT D&E6TTS SIbhHE SleurTseT JBUBSHHINCHTH Fepsha) LUTTemalemn 2 MISH6FILD almsuisd 2 Wilhdh
QETELEUEMSES GaL B GEHEmEUILINTETT SN eDIEHENET LDEBEEHSE CULPRIBEUTTITEHET. FWps PUpbs GBPlsmen CETamBsiTensI.
Sigett UnG Wbused 1.30 WHSIOMYILD S ésememd Gupmurt BH6pTIBS sups BUTHMaNID @FFHRIOLD B @I  B6Dd.

@FH60 cevld HHSESHS LIgTendlerd Sieuirasit @UiLeNulsd sumpd @suGleumm
walsGrmh o parGaprt (LS3). @6iGabB LmauBensy  LOMBBHISm6TT
MBWITOTOUSHBHT ILOBTL BHEOTH FHFBMIFEHO60 LTI, eIBIenD OMBID
FIoSHHIOUOGITEND HPBUI LITEFFmendHene 6THTOST6TOSHBHTE QILD(LPENBEENETT
AUPRIGHBH. DJF WLBDID WHHEHHG ULGHABMD GBlHSH B

Sleurae FHdHEIL Gudleniaer. eTeorT L5eoorBLD 2.00 Loesofiwlenefied ergens
&SUMLD LD&&SEMEMILILD GUITMLIT SleurTs6T FhBSHSILI GLEleOTTTE6T. LIFIE LD&86r6e0T
eunMLpe), Slfed SleuseT FHPHHGSLD Feumenser, sededl, Geuemed eumilliy LUnHHIw
eSILiLjevoTTemeY LD&&EEEMT® LSMHEI G1&TeT0TLTITSH6T.

Sipeariing Geeun legerl SipLreGanslaaicn SoesHe LLSW SlemIMIBIGEMET  fbHobs, FATEMET  MmEBLUTHASHE alfsr Babs
2_evorelD@&LIL60T SleuTHenens FhBHSNTE6T. S 2 _svorelnGLifledr 3.00 RFFBBILL 60T 2 6TCHTHEILTSE 2 6TeNg).
wesofiweneded GUmUT Sleu&aT FHOIHS LAPFAGWTE YDUULGEF LiheuBlensv LOTHBBLD GBISS LIT&FFamensdems BT &6l B0OST6TeTLOs
QEOTDNT&HET. GHeWDWINS SH6OTLILD, &60THI0E0N 66D, LDMRIGMS LM (LPLD Boss Wours. @@ gmp  eeflw, UTHIOLSGsTenTer  dseier

AMpEHMmBMU  GU@®meTalled UTHSSIBH. ATH6 6T  6UBIMOMLI
GMOBLULUSBHTH [BID THHBAIB  leTTFFlobsTan (PUBFHEHsH G
DIFFBIHHOTH 266Gl BTD Dend FRAGFUIL HeupsleumsD, LiHoUBHeN6v
LOTHBBD  SHHEMOUITE HTHHMIGHMET  JBLIBGSHHID.

WasUouflw  FeuTeomd 2 _6iTem  LIHeUHens0 OTMMLD o6 SHeNTe0  6JiBLIL L

BemmIBHS 61LD GUIDMLIIflEdT 6)([HEME 6TLDEE LDBLDFFeMILIS SHHSE!. LD6OT [Bemmemels
QBMBSHII-

61D GupmufledT BLDLNGHEMEILITEDT UMTHENSHSHET 6IMRIG6edT HedeUTLPeNHS
2 _HEMGSHMESH SHHE. Sleufledr efgFeungd usd, Sp&M g Srflevgey

LDEMDEIMDEYES 2reTnI@aTeoml Sbhssl ererLHed BHmseT LBLEISHLD usCaum Heupren CFWNISEH @M 2_MISHHHHH 2 SHTTIOTGD. 6yl
Q& meTBEmILD. BT aumpd  (peopullenmsd SBBIFGW FTfle), 2 ulii@sd ol
- HSTETLDEYNTT LIKIG SemDLDGE6T oB@Ib  Gumwstalleorsr BT, [HeoldD WLBEBILD &STWHBI WLI& W&

P& MNHHIeTNH. D165 FlLowHH6D, AIBIMLOUTED QUTIQLD LDSEET6N BT,
\ Y \\\e{ﬂ{ﬁrﬂg}gﬂ&s QBT (HBB B FIOHHIQUOGTENID  DBBID Lé]@ap‘]u_lrrﬁy
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CamLiTuTen FaursaEnBl  GLHLOTI6D @ETBIL 65T 661l O\SHTLTLIEHL UII.
SmeuBuw  suenTFFuflesr LTeMHUNED BOMID  QIPBL HHIBOIB  Felps,
QUTmEMTSHTT OBBID DIFFUID S L DLILHENTGD. Diewed [BID eUT(PLD
LTUEhFHH6 BleNe0HHHHAMIDHG OLTHHHL060THHTH 2_6T6NH|.

BLOHGLD SUBmBHGHOT6N CHTLTLIene DBISHMSHSHTD60 [HLOLDTED
QDI  (LPIPDWITE  @lEHCaT, auenTEdSenw  (psiTGlsrBaaGeaur
(WPRWTEH. BFGHWeIWsd B auenTFFulsd GUEBLLRIEG aISddBa. DI6sH
Bumsd, UmeUBleNeY LOTBBHATe0  GBUGBHSB  LITHLILBEHSHBTE  LP6D
BTTERIBIHENET HEWILMIUITLOE0 §5T6) HTWI(LPIQUITHI. HBOUTENSHUI sueTTFHL
UTenGHMU  LIhauBlemey  LOMBBHHe  CQHTLICUTH  DIewLWITemDd  sHTem
Gouemi(BLD. LI(heUFBlem6L  LOTHBMBID T QRMHRIB DN HSH  DISWIG(LPMBEHE
SmPLIL  NBHSBSH).

CaMPAOBIL L, QUT®mSTTEHTY LBBIL iFFwed ufloTenmissaflsy BID
dBHEGL  QuUTHIBevaISHETeN  alenTFFulled Healloalls LBBID TS
Plemeoulemeiiuld HHSHHD OBTeTEHGH60 DAUFWIDTGLD.  FH(HDHDHHMSD.
Ugrendlend oSieuisen, “FBmFEGlsd OhGESY @m 2 _6TenTihs
wrBBHBBHsTe Demipli]” (LS 217) eendmr. “BIbD @@Hel®mbesTme
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2018 LENTEN MESSAGE OF His HoLINESS PoPE FRANCIS

“Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of
many will grow cold” (Mt 24:12)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near!
In our preparation for Easter, God in his providence
offers us each year the season of Lent as a
“sacramental sign of our conversion. Lent summons
us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in
every aspect of our life.

With this message, [ would like again this year to help the entire
Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in truth. I will
take my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Because
of the increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold” (24:12).

These words appear in Christ’s preaching about the end of time.
They were spoken in Jerusalem, on the Mount of Olives, where the
Lord’s passion would begin. Inreply to a question of the disciples, Jesus

fyretells a great tribulation and describes a situation in which the community

" Ibelievers might well find itself: amid great trials, false prophets would

. lad people astray and the love that is the core of the Gospel would grow
1d in the hearts of many.

alse prophets

| Letuslisten to the Gospel passage and try to understand the guise

- ich false prophets can assume.

They can appear as “snake charmers”, who manipulate human
emotions in order to enslave others and lead them where they would
have them go. How many of God’s children are mesmerized by
momentary pleasures, mistaking them for true happiness! How many
men and women live entranced by the dream of wealth, which only makes
them slaves to profit and petty interests! How many go through life
believing that they are sufficient unto themselves, and end up entrapped
by loneliness!

False prophets can also be “charlatans”, who offer easy and

immediate solutions to suffering that soon prove utterly useless. How

\ to be continued page 24
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" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018) )
S. Hol Hunger Good Vocation
No.|  ParishName Childhood| HO S¢¢ | Diccace Friday | Sunday
1 | A.Nathampatti 250 250 2000 2000 250
2 | Alankulam 600 600 2230 2220 600
3 | Ammapatty 1050 540 10050 5125 420
4 | Anjal Nagar 7150 3000 63257| 40351 2500
5 | Anna Nagar 5000 5000 51000| 14000 5000
6 | Aruppukottai 500 500 5250 4250 500
7 | Ayravathanallur 2200 1000 10000 8500 1000
8 | Bastin Nagar 12000 8000 | 140000( 25000 8000
9 | Batlagundu 2500 2000 50000| 10000 2500
10 | Bibikulam 1800 2800 41500| 10000 2800
11 | Bodinayakanur 200 200 2600 2000 200
12 | Chinnamanur 150 150 905 1300 150
13 [ Cumbum 1450 1200 16000 3600 1500
14 | Devadanam 4000 1200 26000 3000 1500
15 | Ellis Nagar 9250 9341 92501| 27107 8357
16 | Gnanaolivupuram 2000 2000 30000 10000 3000
17 | Hanumanthanpatty 4490 2500 13500 10500 2850
18 | Holy Rosary Church 5000 3000 50000| 10000 3000
19 | Ayyampalayam 200 200 1300 1200 200
20 | K. Pudur Nil Nil Nil[ 25000 Nil
21 | Kadachanendal 2500 1500 50000| 40000 Nil
22 | Kadamalaikundu 200 200 3000 2000 200
23 | Kalladipatti 600 600 3100 700 600
24 | Kariapatty 900 900 5200 3100 900
25 | Karumathur 530 500 600 3512 350
26 | Kavirayapuram 1000 326 2785 3210 325
27 | Kottur 1000 1000 15005 12820 1000
28 | Lourdupuram 101 101 31147 4830 101
29 | Megamalai 200 200 200 200 200
30 | Mangalamkombu 300 300 2200 1500 300
31 | M. Meenachiapuram 835 1160 3314 3601 1080
32 | Mathankovilpatti 500 400 4000 1300 400
33 | Meenampatti 500 500 500 500 500
34 | Melur 800 500 7000 3000 500
gs Michaelpalayam 2600 2200 14000 10000 2050/)
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@ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018)
St. Peter’s |Communi{ Prision | Bible | Mission | African|Peter the] .
Pence [cation Day Ministry [ Sunday Sunday |Mission| Apostle Opus | Ockhi
300 300 300 300 1500 250 250 250 2500
600 600 600 600 4500 600 Nil Nil 8200
430 470 520 | 1193 3792 782 630 620 1480
7200 2600 2400 | 3100 80000 | 2500 3200 [ 2600 | 19685
5000 5000 6745 | 6780 60000 | 8460 8570 | 6400 | 35000
1000 | 1000 1000 [ 1500 9000 | 1000 1000 | 1500 1500
1000 | 1000 1000 [ 1000 35000 | 1000 1000 | 1000 Nil
8000 | 15000 | 21000 [ 20000 | 164380 | 8000 8000 [ 8000 | 32000
2000 2000 2700 | 6290 59000 | 2500 2900 | 3500 5000
2500 2500 2500 | 3230 29130 | 2870 2870 | 2800 | 20000
Nil Nil 600 500 10000 300 300 400 1000
150 150 150 150 6020 150 150 150 2160
1400 1700 1400 | 2500 21500 | 1650 1490 | 1610 3000
1000 | 1000 1000 [ 1500 24000 | 1500 1500 | 1300 7500
9504 | 9827 9351 [ 8950 | 220799 | 9190 | 10202 | 12041 | 40000
4000 | 4000 4000 | 5000 | 362600 [ 4000 4000 | 5000 | 32000
1900 | 2150 1750 | 1550 46000 [ 1900 2000 | 1920 1000
3000 4500 3000 | 5000 50000 | 5000 5000 [ 4000 | 25000
200 200 200 200 14500 200 200 200 1200
2000 2000 2000 | 2000 85000 | 1000 1000 | 1000 | 25000
2100 2050 2000 | 2000 65250 | 2000 2100 | 2000 6500
200 200 200 200 5000 200 200 200 4000
Nil 600 800 850 30000 | 1000 650 900 2000
1000 | 1000 1000 [ 1000 19000 | 1000 1000 | 1000 5200
320 450 330 520 2770 990 520 530 1300
470 420 285 423 2508 310 350 420 1400
1000 | 1000 1000 [ 1000 52850 | 1000 1000 | 1000 5000
Nil Nil Nil [ 1000 8876 | 1000 1000 | 1000 1000
200 200 200 200 3200 200 200 200 2300
300 300 300 300 4200 400 300 415 1165
1420 | 1460 1660 | 1720 12530 | 1240 2160 | 1760 6500
500 500 500 500 4500 500 500 500 1500
2057 | 2018 2219 | 2170 31050 | 2130 2027 | 1870 5100
500 400 500 400 7000 | 1000 500 500 1000
\ 2300 2200 2300 | 2250 27500 | 2300 2100 | 2400 220&
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" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018) )
S. . Hol Hunger | Good | Vocation
No. Parish Name Childh)c/)od Holy See Diseise Friday Sunday
36 [Munjikkal 11500 7500 20000| 11000 7500
37 [Nagamalai 3000 2000 30000| 15000 1500
38 | Nakkaneri
39 [Nilakottai 1000 500 5500 4000 600
40 |Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)
41 |Othaial 200 200 700 650 200
42 |Packiapuram 2360 2620 20150 5050 2580
43 |Palanganatham 6000 4000 | 105000| 20000 3000
44 |Pandian Nagar 550 717 4213 5070 510
45 |Periyakulam 630 550 21470 3560 1210
46 [Perumalmalai 1200 1000 | 20000 4000 1200
47 |R.R. Nagar 3000 2000 20000 5000 1000
48 [Railway Colony 4000 1000 3000 6800 1200
49 [Rajapalayam 1000 1000 Nil 1000 1000
50 [Rayappanpatti 3200 3500 | 28500 25600 3500
51 |Rayapuram 1000 Nil 1000 1500 Nil
52 |Samayanallur 4500 3000 | 45000| 15000 4000
53 [Sattur Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
54 [Shenbaganur 5000 1000 8000 4000 1000
55 |Sengole Nagar 2000 1750 | 50000| 20000 3100
56 |Silukkuvarpatty 1000 1000 | 10000 5000 1000
57 |Sivakasi 15000 10100 93630| 45400 16900
58 |[Srivilliputhur 1000 1000 15000 5000 1000
59 [St. Mary’s Cathedral 15000 2000 30573| 42552 5000
60 [Sundaranatchiapuram 3000 3000 73000| 16000 3000
61 |T. Sindalacherry 1000 1000 81000| 19000 1000
62 |T. Vadipatti Shrine 1500 1000 9000( 14500 1000
63 [Theni 3800 2200 33516| 18565 3500
64 |Thirumangalam 4818 1000 5300 5550 1000
65 [Thirunagar 7000 2000 17000 11500 1500
66 |Thiruthangal Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
67 | Thummuchinampatty 230 220 320 360 240
68 [Ugarthe Nagar 1300 1200 6550 8150 1400
69 |Usilampatti 6770 250 18100 4050 700
go Uthamapalayam 1000 1000 )
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(" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018) )
St. Peter’s| Commu- | prision | Bible | Mission [African |Peter the )
Pence nigﬂtion Ministry | Sunday | Sunday Mission|Apostle Opus | Ockhi
av
2000 1500 1500 2500 (| 101000 4500 4500 Nil| 20000
Nil Nil Nil Nil 11573 Nil Nil Nil 8000
1000 1000 14000 2000 1000 500 Nil
500 1000 500 1500 8100 600 600 600 Nil
10000 1000 1000 1000 Nil
250 200 200 300 2500 200 300 200 500
2520 2460 2371 2350 25510 2520 2550 23701 3000
3000 3000 3000 4000 | 110000 3000 3000 4000( 10000
510 510 525 515 13030 520 520 530 3050
Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
1500 1200 1500 1000 Nil 1500 Nil Nil Nil
1000 1000 1000 3000 20000 2500 Nil Nil Nil
2000 1000 1000 1500 21200 1300 1300 1400| 5100
1400 1000 1800 1800 30000 1500 1500 1000| 3500
3000 3000 3000 3100 | 101111 3000 3000 3000 17500
Nil Nil Nil Nil 9000 Nil Nil Nil Nil
3000 3300 3000 3500 | 158500 3000 2900 3100 33000
Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
700 750 665 600 30000 Nil Nil Nil 1500
2350 1500 1750 2000 2500 2000 2300 2000 15000
1000 1000 1000 1000 16500 1000 1000 1000| 5000
17140 | 13010| 12650 | 10050 | 461000 | 12250 | 15000| 15000/ 55000
1000 1000 1000 1000 Nil 1000 1000 1000| 7000
5000 3000 5000 5000 65500 1000 1000 Nil| 35870
3000 3000 3000 3500 | 167000 3500 3500 3500 12000
1000 1000 1000 1000 | 130000 1000 1000 1000| 3500
1000 1000 300 300 13200 200 Nil Nil| 20000
3800 3600 3500 4500 | 203005 3500 3000 28001 5000
1000 500 1000 1000 12585 1000 480 520 3366
2000 2500 2000 3500 32000 1500 1000 1000| 8031
Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
260 150 300 200 2310 400 300 300 Nil
1000 1000 1000 1000 20000 1000 1000 1000 Nil
250 250 250 300 8630 250 Nil| 17560
k\ Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Ni/|)

19

a A\
" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018) |
S. . Holy Hunger | Good | Vocation
No.|  ParishName Childhood | O 5¢¢ | Dicease | Friday | Sunday
71 | Virudhunagar 4000 2800 | 75000 45000 3000
72 | W. Pudupatti 1000 1000 | 30000 5000 1000
73 | Y. Othakadai 710 682 | 14200 6504 825

Principal St. Francis

Assisi Mt.Hr.Sc.Chinn.
Others 10000 2000| 1000
1000 22000
10000 5000 2000
10000 1000 5000
10000 3000 9000

Total | 230624 | 117657 | 1656866 | 743787 | 127998
KANI (Seminarians Fund )
Sr. Jacqueline Mary, Madavaram, Chennai 50000
Fr. Packia Sathish, T. Sindalacherry 10000
Mr. Vinoth & Mrs. Jemima, Annanagar 10000
Fr. Britto, Ammapatty 10000
Fr. Parish Priest, K. Pudur 10000
Mr. Alex, Vellodu 10000
Mr. Joseph Sahayaraj & Mrs Janci Rani, Michaelpalayam 10000
Mr. R. Sebastin, Bethaniyapuram 10000
Sr. Superior, SMSM, Erasai, Chinnamanur 10000
G. Arulanandam & Mrs. A. Mercy Anjala, Anupanady 10000
Fr. Parish Priest & Parishioners, Lourdupuram 6000
Sr. Superior, Veeramunivar Convent, Madurai 5000
Fr. Parish Priest, Chinnamanur 5000
Teachers, R.C. School, Erasai 5000
Fr. Parish Priest & Parishioners, Packiapuram 5000
Sr. Superior, FSJ, Chinnamanur 5000
Anbiams, Chinnamanur 5000
Anjala Arulanandam, Ammanagar 3000
Fr. Parish Priest, Anna Nagar 3000
Mr. R. Vincent & Mrs. Sheela, Batlagundu 2000
Parishioners, Erasai Chinnamanur 2000
\ >
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r SPECIAL COLLECTIONS (01.02.2017 TO 27.02.2018) A @ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2018 )
St. Peter’s|Communi-| Prision Bible issi i S. . Holy Hunger | Good | Vocation
Pence [cation Day| Ministry | Sunday I\S/I;ISE;; Qf?;i?l PAGIt:;rS?II: Opus | Ockhi No. Parish Name Childhood)| 101y See Diseise Friday | Sunday
4500 4500 4500 6000| 120000| 6000 6000 7800| 20000 1 | A.Nathampatti
1000 1000 1000 1000 35000| 1000 1000 1000( 5000 2 | Alankulam
789 1102 1181 1582 18525 Nil Nil Nil| 7500 3 | Ammapatty 1180
10000 4 | Anjal Nagar 6125
5 | Anna Nagar 12530
500 20000 50000 6 | Aruppukottai
71000 2000 7 | Ayravathanallur
10000 2000 8 | Bastin Nagar
10000 9 | Batlagundu
57010 10 | Bibikulam 4500
11 | Bodinayakanur
26000 12 | Chinnamanur
131520/| 127827| 137002 | 155473 | 3730244 1131862 | 128619 124606 (698367 13 | Cumbum
14 | Devadanam
15 | Ellis Nagar 11917
Fatima Matha Anbiam, Bibikulam 1500 16 | Gnanaolivupuram
Parishioners, Moorthanayakkanpatti, Chinnamanur 1000 17 | Hanumanthanpatty
Venita Susai, Anna Nagar 1000
Anbiam, Erasai 500 18 | Holy Rosary Church 5000
Parishioners, Muthalapuram, Chinnamanur 200 19 [ lyyampalayam
_— 20 | K. Pudur
Total M 21 | Kadachanendal
22 | Kadamalaikundu
Mass Received From Parishes 23 | Kalladipatti
Anna Nagar (200 Mass) 20,000 24 | Kariapatty
Bodinayakkanur (25 Mass) 2,500 25 | Karumathur 630
_— 26 | Kavirayapuram
Total __ 22,500 27 | Kottur 1000
. 28 | Lourdupuram
e Rou. Fathore From the Procurator’s Desk 29 | Megamalai
Kindly verify tl’1e above statement and confirm the remittances. If any 30 Mangalamkqmbu 400
discrepancy is found, you are welcome to correct the same with the receipt 31 | M. Meenachiapuram
available with you. 32 | Mathankovilpatti
This is a gentle reminder that some parishes are yet to remit a few 33 | Meenampatti
special collections for the year 2017-2018. Kindly remit the collections 34 | Melur
Lt the earliest. - Fr. Procurator)y/ S\S Michaelpalayam 2100 y,
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2018

\

Parish Name

Holy
Childhood| HoLYy See

Hunger
Disease

Good
Friday

Vocation
Sunday

36

Munjikkal

[

r SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2018 )
S. . Holy Hunger Good | Vocation
No. Parish Name Childhood| H1Y See Disease | Friday | Sunday

37

Nagamalai

71 | Virudhunagar

38

Nakkaneri

72 | W. Pudupatti 1000

39

Nilakottai

1100

73 | Y. Othakadai

40

Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)

500

41

Othaial

Total 63122

42

Packiapuram

3020

43

Palanganatham

6000

44

Pandian Nagar

1020

45

Periyakulam

46

Perumalmalai

47

R.R. Nagar

48

Railway Colony

2100

49

Rajapalayam

50

Rayappanpatti

51

Rayapuram

52

Samayanallur

3000

53

Sattur

54

Shenbaganur

55

Sengole Nagar

56

Silukkuvarpatty

57

Sivakasi

58

Srivilliputhur

59

St. Mary’s Cathedral

60

Sundaranatchiapuram

61

T. Sindalacherry

62

T. Vadipatti Shrine

63

Theni

64

Thirumangalam

65

Thirunagar

66

Thiruthangal

67

Thummuchinampatty

68

Ugarthe Nagar

69

Usilampatti

\\ZO

Uthamapalayam

\
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Pope’s Lenten Message

(continues)
many young people are taken in by the panacea of drugs, of disposable
relationships, of easy but dishonest gains! How many more are ensnared
in a thoroughly “virtual” existence, in which relationships appear quick
and straightforward, only to prove meaningless! These swindlers, in
peddling things that have no real value, rob people of all that is most
precious: dignity, freedom and the ability to love. They appeal to our
vanity, our trust in appearances, but in the end they only make fools of
us. Nor should we be surprised. In order to confound the human heart,
the devil, who is “a liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44), has always
presented evil as good, falsehood as truth. That is why each of us is
called to peer into our heart to see if we are falling prey to the lies of
these false prophets. We must learn to look closely, beneath the surface,
and to recognize what leaves a good and lasting mark on our hearts,
because it comes from God and is truly for our benefit.
A cold heart

In his description of hell, Dante Alighieri pictures the devil seated
on a throne of ice, in frozen and loveless isolation. We might well ask
ourselves how it happens that charity can turn cold within us. What are
the signs that indicate that our love is beginning to cool?

More than anything else, what destroys charity is greed for money,
“the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). The rejection of God and his peace
soon follows; we prefer our own desolation rather than the comfort
found in his word and the sacraments. All this leads to violence against
anyone we think is a threat to our own “certainties”: the unborn child,

\o J
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the elderly and infirm, the migrant, the

alien among us, or our neighbour who
does not live up to our expectations.

Creation itself becomes a silent
witness to this cooling of charity. The
earth is poisoned by refuse, discarded out
of carelessness or for self-interest. The
seas, themselves polluted, engulf the
remains of countless shipwrecked victims
of forced migration. The heavens, which in God’s plan, were created to
sing his praises, are rent by engines raining down implements of death.

Love can also grow cold in our own communities. In the Apostolic
Exhortation EvangeliiGaudium, I sought to describe the most evident signs
of this lack of love: selfishness and spiritual sloth, sterile pessimism, the
temptation to self-absorption, constant warring among ourselves, and the
worldly mentality that makes us concerned only for appearances, and
thus lessens our missionary zeal.

What are we to do?

Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all about us, the signs I
have just described. But the Church, our Mother and Teacher, along
with the often bitter medicine of the truth, offers us in the Lenten season
the soothing remedy of prayer, almsgiving and fasting.

By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our hearts to root out
our secret lies and forms of self-deception, and then to find the consolation
God offers. He is our Father and he wants us to live life well.

Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard our
neighbour as a brother or sister. What I possess is never mine alone.
How I would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of
us! How I would like us, as Christians, to follow the example of the
Apostles and see in the sharing of our possessions a tangible witness of
the communion that is ours in the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint
Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthians to take up a collection for the
community of Jerusalem as something from which they themselves would
benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more fitting during the Lenten
season, when many groups take up collections to assist Churches and

\Peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even in our daily encounters
25
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with those who beg for our assistance, we would see such requests as

coming from God himself. When we give alms, we share in God’s
providential care for each of his children. If through me God helps
someone today, will he not tomorrow provide for my own needs? For no
one is more generous than God.

Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and
becomes an important opportunity for growth. On the one hand, it allows
us to experience what the destitute and the starving have to endure. On
the other hand, it expresses our own spiritual hunger and thirst for life in
God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes us more attentive to God and our
neighbour. It revives our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of
satisfying our hunger.

I would also like my invitation
to extend beyond the bounds of the
Catholic Church, and to reach all of
you, men and women of good will, &
who are open to hearing God’s voice.
Perhaps, like ourselves, you are '
disturbed by the spread of iniquity in
the world, you are concerned about =%
the chill that paralyzes hearts and actions, and you see a weakening in
our sense of being members of the one human family. Join us, then, in
raising our plea to God, in fasting, and in offering whatever you can to
our brothers and sisters in need!

The fire of Easter

Above all,  urge the members of the Church to take up the Lenten
journey with enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer. If,
at times, the flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, know that
this is never the case in the heart of God! He constantly gives us a
chance to begin loving anew.

One such moment of grace will be, again this year, the “24 Hours
for the Lord” initiative, which invites the entire Church community to
celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in the context of Eucharistic
adoration. In 2018, inspired by the words of Psalm 130:4, “With you is
forgiveness”, this will take place from Friday, 9 March to Saturday,

\ 10 March. In each diocese, at least one church will remain open,
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Jor twenty-four consecutive hours, offering an opportunity for both
Eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession.

During the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate once more the moving
rite of the lighting of the Easter candle. Drawn from the “new fire”, this
light will slowly overcome the darkness and illuminate the liturgical
assembly. “May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of
our hearts and minds”,[7] and enable all of us to relive the experience of
the disciples on the way to Emmaus. By listening to God’s word and
drawing nourishment from the table of the Eucharist, may our hearts be
ever more ardent in faith, hope and love.

With affection and the promise of my prayers for all of you, I send
you my blessing. Please do not forget to pray for me.

- Pope Francis
From the Vatican, 1 November 2017
Solemnity of All Saints
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Ordination Anniversary

Rev. Fr. Lourdhuraj G RS 2403.1962
Rev. Fr. GnanaSandanam : 1‘"_ . 24.03.1965
Rev. Fr. Paul Ignatius it 27.03.2003

Adoration Sunday

March April
04 Meenatchiapuram %-‘ 01 Kalladipatti
11  Mangalamkombu 08 A. Nathampatti
18 Michaelpalayam 15 Hanumanthanpatty

25 Palanganatham ‘:h ;g \I\;I/u;{lﬂ;l;;lpatty
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Necrology

Archbishop Arockiasamy 22.03.2007
Fr. Asirvatham 01.03.2013
Fr. Saldana 03.03.1973
Fr. Antony Nair 03.03.1982
Fr. Savariraj 15.03.1977
Fr. Alexis S.A. 16.03.1998
Fr. Lawrence Xavier P. 19.03.2006
Fr. Francis Britto 31.03.2010

The Madura Mission — Historical Notes
IX. The Old Madura Mission

The era of Madura Mission, the larva stage of the Archdiocese
of Madurai, can be divided into two, namely, theOld Madura Mission
(c.1530) and the New Madura Mission (c. 1825). The Old Madura
mission starts with the arrival of St. Francis Xavier ( c. 1542) to the
pearl fishery coast of Tamilnadu, namely Tuticorin; and the new Madurai
Mission commences with the arrival of four Jesuit Missionaries to
Madurai after the Restoration of the Society of Jesus ( c. 1815).

The ancient heritage of Christianity in Madurai can be also traced
to the period of Apostle, St. Thomas himself. Already in first and second
centuries A.D., the ancient historical records of Ptolemy and Pliny
mention ‘the Mediterranean Emporium of Madura’, the Roman colony,
here. The Pandiya Kingdom had been the ‘malabar’, a Transit way
between the East and the West coasts. Hence there had been
collaboration between the Malabar mission and San Thome center in
Mylapore, the present Chennai. The meeting point between the two
\ecclesial centers should have been Madurai and St. Thomas might have

Kooy Keadon Meadx Keads
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passed through Madurai, and hence it is probable that a quasi missios
center was established in the ancient city Madurai. This probability can
be corroborated with additional proofs of two hill shrine churches in this
region that bear the name of the Apostle, St. Thomas, namely the
ThomaiyarMalai in Dindigul and other at Malayadipatti. As we lack further
evidence for the Apostle’s presence in Madurai we need to have further
research.

However, the second millennium has the unbroken chain of
ecclesial history of India starting with the ministry of the Capuchins in
the thirteenth century. The ancient seeds of Christianity sown in the rich
soil of religious plurality were ripe enough to germinate when the Jesuit
missionaries watered them in Madura Mission. We could say that the
Madurai mission came into being with the touch of the beautiful feet of
St. Francis Xavier, the messenger who came to announce peace and
brought good News (Is.52,7) to this land of kadambavanam. According
to the persistent local tradition at Devipattanam of Sivaganga diocese
that St. Francis Xavier said mass there in 1545 on his way to San Thome
from Mannar. Learned historian Fr. Schurhammer states that St. Francis
Xavier converted the Kadayars of Pamban island.

“During the last decade of the 16th century the Xaverian

Mission of the Fishery Coast set up a Residence at

Periapattanam and a small mission at Thirupalakudi on the

coast land of Ramnad. In 1623 the King ThirumalaiNayak

of Madurai allowed a church to be built at Rameswaram
and seven churches between Pamban and Thondi. In the
vear 1925 the Pearl Fishery Mission opened a Residence at

Madurai to cater to the needs of the hundred Parava

Christians settled there for fish trade.”

The one who was appointed as the first mission superior of
Madura mission in 1595 was Fr. GanzalvoFernandes, a Portuguese Jesuit
under whose mission territory there was no conversion at all due the
paranghi method of evangelization. (to be continued) - Jodir.
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