|

] "~

Archdlocese Madural
@ N EL N News letter

www,archd mceseofmu durai.com

""" ' s : March 2022 (For Privuie*ei?cuIi::ﬁﬁh"-Ohly) .Nd 705
..-' - 2 _ ‘ = |

:
- W@Mﬁfﬂfﬁw 12!
—

23rd EPISCOPAL CONSECRATION ANNIVERSARY 'OF_, ’

L3N OUR ARCHBISHOP MOST REV. ANTONY PAPPUSAMY!”
ha o 2

BLESSING OF VIANNEY HOME

0-1 02.2022 ___.__—-——-

-
L e L
_— T
- ~

-
-

,

=S
!
i

-

-

>

——

r

¥
J
#

5!

- "'- L "
1 .”' 3 e
T ’
-
M
-
- N
. ;' r I
. 4 4
o - Ty
""-Q' > - ‘I ? .
3 g™

[Em [RevyDrRlohn]Diraviam, = =\ | ' T B
Emm&ﬂ@mﬂmﬁ Mudum|2563300 - | \ ‘



O 4

. * s v
% A rgurhazamyN (02)
. & G Szl 30 (7). V
X Gdpupd ey M.,
N ames)ruulier]oN (00 IS, SRR
BIITTTEAT gy

J .
|-
G4

IriGabricllGX(13)
Ty JamcsiS(17) .
T Joyarajlf=(20) .
Frx Sebastianlferomc)(20)
I8 osephiAmalan)(20)
713 Dhinakaran) Savariyar] (22)

W7ot Dirasiam M 2RSS =)
L1778 Susail PVisuvasam (26)has .
OGN Benaiet) Rarmabas) 2 (27)

WO Gagcscctand 4 25),
I Vincen iR ajar X 328

4
*




Women and the Church

Every year March 8" is observed as thelnternational

Women’s Day.Recognizing the contribution of

women and girls around the world, the theme of this

year by the United Nations Organization is, “Gender * _

equality today for a sustainable tomorrow” S

In this present era, we are bound to reflect on the ' \
participation, communion and mission of the women

in the synodal church for the better future. Pope

Francis said, “Women religious have an essential role in the process
of creating a more synodal church and in the preparations for the Synod
of Bishops, not just through their prayers and participation, but also by
listening to people which is not usually part of such church activities”
Our Holy Bible portrays many women characters, whose presence
made a difference in the society and as well as wherever they were.
We see in the Gospel, Martha and Mary are the two disciples who had
a very important place in the life of Jesus and the Twelve Apostles .We
are not unaware of the great participatory role of our Mother Mary in the
Church. Jesus our master, gave us the example, as he preferred women
in all His apostolic endeavors and His teachings. This confirms that,
as disciples of Jesus, women are the living presence in the church,
participating in communion and mission.

Itis obvious and very remarkable that women are involved in lot of life
promoting activities today, specially the women religious as Care
Takers, Educationalists, Contemplatives, Mystics and Theologians, by
their concern for the poor, listening to the poor, the elderly, the sick,
the marginalized, close to the little ones, to the least ones with the
tenderness and compassion of God. They are the best teachers not
just with words, but with deeds. Consecrated women are an extension
of the female presence who walked with Jesus and the Twelve, like
Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna, sharing the mission and making
their unique contribution to the Mother Church.

Women are multi- talented and endowed with lot of qualities to build
the family, society and the world. Pope Francis stressed the

that can be a
their efforts
women make

a N
protect it and keep it alive. They bring the grace of renewal, the embrace

of inclusion, and the courage to give of oneself.”

They make “humanity a family”. Love and peace, born of women, “arises

and is rekindled by the tenderness of mothers.” If we take to heart the

importance of the peaceful future, then, we need to give space to women.

It is very sad to say that, in the society and even in the Church women

are not given importance. The numbers of women participants are more

in the Church. But those who hold responsibilities are very handful. Pope’s
concern is that women should be fully included in the decision-making
processes and he says “Failing to empower women narrows the church’s
vision, and makes it less equipped to be a force for good in the world.”

A Catholic philosophy emphasizes a belief in an integral

complementarity of men and women, rather than the superiority of men

over women or women over men.

Points to ponder

» Are we aware that, the presence and the role of women in the life and
mission of the Church remain absolutely necessary and irreplaceable?
What about our knowledge about the women in our society, her
abilities, talents and strengths?

» Are we aware that the only factor that interests the society at large at
present is its economic growth and not the wellbeing of women as the
atrocities against women are in the rise, even motherhood is humiliated
and disgraced in several situations in today’s social setup?

» What is our action plan towards the women religious congregation
and their institutions, as they are in the edge of threat in all levels?

» Do we encourage the cultural changes leading to greater acceptance
of women in leadership roles, as women and girls are effective powerful
leaders and change-makers?

» Can we contribute to increase the outreach ministries targeted at
groups with whom women have traditionally worked (e.g., elderly and
children)

» Do we examine the opportunities, as well as the constraints, to
empower women and girls to have a voice and be equal players in
decision-making issues related to sustainable development and greater
gender equality?

May God bless you!

Your loving Archbishop,

By 4

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy

\Archbishop of Madurai J
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Archbishop’s ENGAGEMENTS

02 Wed Ash Wednesday, St. Mary’'s Cathedral
03-05 TNBC Meet at Pillar

11 Fri M Book Release at Pillar

12 Sat M Quemiae Hemaiipr, Virudhunagar

13 Sun M Confirmation, K. Pudur

15 Tue M Monthly Recollection, Bishop’s House
19 Sat M Final Vows, Ellisnagar

20 Sun M Confirmation, Anna Nagar

26 Sun Confirmation, NiraiVazhu Nagar

27 Sun Lent Pilgrimage Mass, Kavirayapuram

* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

* Appointments are subject to change as per Government’s Regulations.
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Pope’s General Prayer Intention
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges - We pray for

Christiansfacing new bioethical chalenges, may they continueto de-
fend thedignity of al human lifewith prayer and action.

L]
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GugmuCgmep Sencorhg) A&BiCUMD

&S&G : auarsaisr Bummmrer CHIMEmEEEAbEGHDS BAMTPLAT AFalFTIIHHII

QueTayfiab®ar DFHHIIL (. 42)
Cund@ @ OL@r- AUAT FIDHHIAI 2 DA FAPHID UDLEGD SOETEITS (H.am 42)

ﬁl'rg[rés@ ¢ umeiluied APIILITNTET HMATHH AETWDDHEHHSID, ITGUTGHEAHHSHID
aHrTs B Fpomanidr Sifmmiioui yHIlsH asFuouBaIg

(B.arr 42)
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HAPPY FEAST
The Archbishop & The Archdiocesan Priests wish the

following religious congregations, serving in our

Archdiocese, a blessed Feast Day.

Sistersof St. Jsghoflyas GL) -19% March
Sisters of St. Jossth of Aqarition GB) -19% March
St. Jossthof Tarkes (S0) -19% March
Sistersof St. Josghof Cluy -19% March
Suore Ancellelel I’amore Miseri Cordioso -19% March
S.ore Missicarie cell” Incameziae Q) -25% March

Sxciety of Cattollic Medical Mission Sisters (WB)  -25% March
Instatutzs \oluntzs Bai (D) - 25" March
= sl [ 5] [2 5] [D ] Gl

N\

Please Note

15 inst., Tuesday at our Conference Hall, Bishop’s House.

to our Archbishop. - Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, Vicar General

towardsecclesasticd edifice:

1. Monthly Recollection for March will be held at 10.30 am, on

2. Blessing of Vianney Home: Thelong-held dream and the dire
need of our archdiocese of Madurai to construct acomfortableold
agehomefor elderly priestshasbeen fulfilled on 04.02.2022, on
the occasion of the 23rd epi scopal consecration anniversary of our
Archbishop. Keeping keenly onthetota well-beingand welfare
of the elderly priests who served many yearsin our diocesein
view, our Archbishop meticuloudy planned and built the Vianney
Home for them very close to Archbishop’s house itself. So that by
seeing priests coming and going to bishop’s house, they may feel
closeness to the presbyterium. And also, priests coming to bishop’s
house could easily visit them. Theinaugural ceremony went on
well. Thishistorical venturewasapplauded by dl. A millionthanks

3. Congratulations to the following Fathersfor their contribution

J




i) Fr. Peter Roy for the Construction of Vianney
Home, a well-furnished Retire Home for the
Archdiocesan Priests to rest and to spend timein
prayer for the Archdiocese and the whole Church,
which was blessed by His Grace on 4™ February,
2022.

ii) Fr. Edwin Sahayaraja, for the Renovation of Sacred Heart
Church, MunjikalParish Church, which was blessed by His
Excellency, Most Rev. Arockiaraj, the Bishop of Trichirappally on
25" February, 2022 also for the renovation of Shrine of Our Lady
of la Salette, Kodaikanal, which was blessed by Msgr. Jerome
EronimusJ.R., onthe sameday.

iii) Fr. ThomasVenish for the congtruction of anew and magnificent
Church, . Antony of Padua, at Sulakarai of Niraivazhvu Nagar
Parish which was blessed by His Excellency Most Rev. Yvon
Ambrose, Bishop Emeritusof Thoothukudi on 27" February 2022.
Lenten Practices and Observances: C. 1249 » _ &
*“ All Christ’s faithful are obliged by divine law, each |,_ '_'f‘f‘”‘j*.}‘,
in his or her own way, to do penance[...] On these | 1 ‘j
daysthefaithful arein aspecial manner to devote $an '- 5
themselves to prayer, to engage in works of piety ”?-»1.-,;"’,_|\\;-'
and charity, and to deny themsel ves, by fulfilling their T le,:ﬁ?o ke
obligationsmorefathfully and especidly by observing - '
the fast and abstinence [...] prescribe.”

C. 1250: “ The days and times of penance for the Universal Church
are each Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent.”

C. 1251: “Abstinence from meat, or from some other food as
determined by the Episcopa Conference, isto be observed onall
Fridays, unlessasolemnity should fall on Friday. Abstinence and
fasting are to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

C. 1252: Thelaw of abstinence bindsthose who have completed
their fourteenth year. The law of fasting binds those who have
attained their mgjority, until thebeginning of their Sixtieth year. Pastors

of soul and parentsareto ensure that even those who by reason of
_J
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their age are not bound by the law of fasting and abstinence, are\
taught the true meaning of penance.

Condolences: DNL expresses its deep
condolences to i3
Rev. Fr. J. Jeyaraj on the demise of hIS
beloved Father, Mr. Jesudas, aged 88, who |
passed away on 31% January 2021 at %
Sindalacherry. The Funeral Mass was e T
officiated by Fr. J. Jeyaraj and Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, theVi car
Genera on 1% February 2022 at 4.00 pm, at Sacred Heart Church,
T. Sindalachery. May the soul of Mr. Jesudasrest in Peace.

ThankstoHisGraceand theParish Priestsfor Synod Work:
Dear Fathers, on behalf of our Archbishop we, the Diocesan Contact
Persons for the Synod 2021 — 2023, thank wholeheartedly all the
Parish Priestsfor distributing the questionnairesand collecting all
theresponsesfrom every member of the parish Church. A report of
thewhole activity of the Synod is published bel ow. Also thefirst
draft of the 20, 667 Responses of the Archdiocese of Madurai for
the given 3 Questions are also published. Let us journey together. —
Fr. M. John Diraviam & Sr. Delphine CIC

The Report of Synod 2021-2023 Core Group Mesting held

at Archbishop’s House on 164 Feb.2022

As per the Direction of the Archbishop, who was unable to be
present, the core group meeting was held at the conference hall at
4.30pmon 16.2.22. TheVicar General, Msgr. J.R Jerome Eronimus
presided over the meeting. The meeting started with the prayer by
Sr. Daisy CIC, Madurai Provincial. Msgr. VG welcomed al the
participants, around 30 members, and pointed out that day’s meeting
wasaimed to discussand plan how weare going to classify, collate
and compilethe answersreceived for thethree questionsfrom all
the parishes of the archdiocese, the religious, and the different
groups.

Fr. John Diraviam, the DCP (Diocesan Contact Person) reported
all that happened from 22.10.21 till now. He al so pointed out that he
Y,
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and Sr. Delphin DCPwereregularly attending
al the Zoom conferencesarranged by thecentra
team, Synod India. They also pointed out that |
Madurai isone of thethree dioceses chosen by
thecentral teamto explaintheir activitiesto all &
thediocesesinIndia

Sr. Delphine CIC, the DCP, reported that the religiousfurnished for
all three questions. Then Fr. John Diraviam, DCP, read out the
answerscollected fromall the 77 (79) parishesof theArchdiocese.
He pointed out that 19,874 responseswere collected fromthe people
and 793 responseswere received from thereligiousand 5 responses
were collected from the prisoners of Madurai central jail by Sr.
Fatima, responses from 5 groups of Muslim Jamat leaders, 38
responsesfrom protestants (T TS, Arasaradi), and 6 responsesfrom
ThiruvarulPerava |eadersand Gandhi M useum staff were collected
by Fr. Benedict Barnabas.

It was well appreciated by all the core group membersthat both
the DCPshad gonethrough al the twenty thousand responsesand
had noted the contents. Fr. John Diraviam explained the classified
answersfor all three questions. It wasinformed that each diocese
should send their 10-page report by theend
Fast Give of April and latest by the 2nd week of May,
?‘ ¥Z,  before which a Diocesan Synod has to be
& - conducted.
Prep aﬁ > Pray A six-.mernber committeecond sti ng of
1.Fr. John Diraviam, the DCP2. S. Del phine,
the DCP 3. Prof. SVL Michael
4. Sr. Fatima Kanickai SJL 5. Prof. Shobana Nelasco and
6. Prof. Kalai Arasiwasformed to classify the datascientifically.
Thisgroup will beanimated by Msgr.VG

Fr. Anandam, VF of Madurai South vicariatethanked all who made
thismeeting ameaningful one.

With the thanksgiving prayer, the meeting cameto an end.
-Msgr. JR. Jerome Eronimus.

- N
Overall Archdiocesan Activities of Synod 2021 -2022

Date Synod Activities of the Archdiocese

9 to Oct 2021 | Vicar General, Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, the
Convenor of Diocesan Synodal work, What’s app

Group gpuBGsHad OFuisd il ferT.

13 -Oct 2021 | Gupmwi a&B@ILLed 79 UMB GHEHS G LD
Q@I LI

18-10-2021 flw ew (VG.+2 Dcps+Procurator +Npc

Dir + CCL Sec) gpu®ssiLL LS.

20-10-2021 6T606UT  LIMIGH6IM60 &iBml L60 euTFSSLILLL .
Cxaiallg smel  eupm GHW uvewll Bl UL

SRS LIS,

22-10-2021 Gugrw@pLer BLHS OQFUBGL &Ll L, 42
puUTseT - 3 Coearalsel 9elumsEhs S

Oanhds GeuswIBD eIl (P96 6T(HSHSLILILL .

26-10-2021 Inaugural Mass. 79 um gasefei

URl @& SHmHWJ. UBGSG 2 [buUi.
Gl CLTHRSWSSW  Slhoeme 202123 Fleudbsd
lmuued. yefls wilweaiener Guymweold
L6d Geum 151 6m 6v ufl 6t um Gasp UL
URGSHShMSW(HsEEG PRSLUULL ghoberl
1 dfleromeu eurpe] Lewlldb@H) HWMTNSHHHI - QLUIT
moaB  BeampGauewtsd  (40000)

2. Tl 2 0F ST TP Ul 8
uss masBw@d (40,000)—- DCPs swnissal.

3. 50 GmeaishsTenser (3500) — G sSwmfly

27-10-2021 uenflb@péseflal  QFuWTHT LD - ST

LOTOSIB  eflenddd Fnl L LD

y

30-10-2021 waiemy Mm@ eULLTY GhHEH6ET ST  LDTLOGTS
et as aml L, 2 dCPS SAGL HHMS.
et glyalwibd, SIHLFCHT. GLs0LNe. alhH BHHT
QULLTY &HHH6T Tl LD - Heusnd SimHLHHMS
Guengst, NPC @pmiel Suis@bit

N\ _J
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61—10-2021 ) ‘L Guuiiy uewil G ) )

momeul L Gouiiy 1 LJeDal SLWIT LDTLOGHH
allendasaml LD 100 BUTHET H6OHSHI OHTemTL
gl Lb. Archbishop’s +VG+NPC Director + 2
Dcp + Gugr. eminsBmed  eflendsid.

05- 11-2021 QBT HBTANMEL QU LMY &H(hHBH6NT SLUIT LOTLDGHTDS
alendasd dnl LID. QHLF6HT. GILe0L6, 616065610
h&HHT UEG Wi wrioeip ofllansd &8

gl Lb, DCP, omluenl. sgmesr gHyeiuid

06-11-2021 OHMI QLS QULLNT GhHH6T SLUJ LOTD6IS
alenddd gl L1 - DCP,oiml uenfl. sgmesr lyaflui.
BTHLOMEL LFHHCHTL L. QLUIT oM alendsdh
LD, & . Guym. SVL enindsBs6d. @hravigeiayLyio
ST LTS alleNdhssh Fnl LLD. DL HHeNDH. SAT6H
FHrelwid, o(HLF8sT. GILedLN6.

07-11-2021
14.11.2021

Gxpell ULy GHBFeT QW LTS elendssh
Fal_LLD. QILLTY SIFHUT LBBID  SHHEOSHWTHENT,
nfalebedIyemT ULLTT GHHSHET QLU  LOTLOGTS
alenddssd Sl LUl LTT SIHUT LOBBID SHHenSHWIT
Gam. ysmt umE Wi wLILSIB allendss
gl Lingal Lib. 2 DCPS

- 793 udebxe, FHHewd Cegwgrely euflum
19,874 LIZHe0D6IT

4. HIBEUBS ST
5. 79 URIGS6T -

20,667 Qurshs ugedsa6iT
Zoom Meetings srQemmafl &'y 1D

1 8 Oct - 2021 - CCBI Synod conducted

2. 26-2021 - gmaser - CCBI Synod conducted

3. 8" Nov.2021 - 3 weswre Lksem Gsmeur,
anmyemd wgiemy CaHibOsGHaUIUL B BLOS
CQswedUThHH6eT @HHW OBOTALLBISEHS &G USITDH S
QametermiiLl L gl.
4eug g Lid 29" Nov 2021-
5eaig gL 13-14 ger. 2022 — 2 DCPS seuphg GomewiL eu.
66Uzl gl L1b 19-20 Llgeufl 2022 — 2 dCPS &6vb@HI OBTEUIL 6uriT.
BemenGuImy gnl L ID.

SBCLTUT 2021 [ gy, Q&BTEML & &T66v , ONIGENLE: LR

Beulbuy 2021 B HVBGNB, HHeNevellIgImy, Chell emBeu L

spailwy Guysmel Fnl LD BLEHHOMT DHL HHOD

O, Omwgme, sipelwimbsTer GuITwy UHLE M.

CxealsHTelTH6T: - LRI 2 6Ten SILIWLmIESeT -— LDBSHTHI
GWEHET - HWBAUBSHHTT G(PHBEHHG GUPHIBLILILL .

fply GussafllewQupliul Gerer uglesar

1. Flewpliuenf oBLFCaET. uUTHFHILOT WLFH®F WLSHH W
Femmeurdserfeir LFl60& 61

2. LeOFIOW o IWML6D Ueidb@GHWaled(hhad 5 GH(DHDH6N
BaeomOiwiT morsh GHWdsellar LFHe0H6T - HHmS O

7 W - SMHFH OuFwd F1ibhs HenevalTser - LB Bbael 0%
SHMEVAUTHET HHHH - SHHMS OLieTgsL

3. dflevgpan ey uewid@Galed(pha FHhemd GLeTgHsL
slps Aempuiuied Heoemhed(phad 38 LSHEOSHET

\\ J
n

alemiy imnsing Basineraeilsir Liglsvamsin

Bzaialfl 1.: BEIST . Slpymeuullear o myiiifery
aaims 2 ey Sl iy sermw? erLiulp 2 ewry Hleiafyy s 7
uBlCEp LSV, &SBSBIEmT UBFUSID, (plpCaiBS S,
BU6FIs] oyflalssaled o misaT LblG eeier?

S 80 Fzeizsd - Bevamev 20 Fzaisd - b 80 FHaismb
HHUPRSBET  LpevLD

B (HOUHL_FTHEOHIGET GLIBIOUSHET CLPEULD

Sl gal LD eLp6uLD

Sl iw aufl HHHH UHTe| LoD

JOWEEHHE 2 Hail LflHed cpeoLd

Cau sl Lmisefed LURIGHBBeL cLpeULD

umE Smalr LURIGHBBE o Lp&dHe0eLPeLD

emuipl SHpriued LmGsBBeD cLpsOLD

&by OFuD epsvLd

HHoImal B Lo Sl LIQUILISET cLpevld

umdler mabeayseflsd LRIGCHBUSET cLPsVLD

HHSHSHMS, LMBLOTAIL L CUITWT SBEBILLD DNSEHmS cLPeOLD
UmIG LéseMer Heoew Gsl L Msha|seT LmGHBLISET eWpevld

(

U
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( H(HSIMe HEM6VEUTH6T GUBIBL HHIH60 LUBM BLGHSH6L (LPeULD \

Speow! aufiLm 1960 LBICHBMBEL ¢LP6VLD - UTFHLD, HTewlibamad GUTL 6L
BmBaTTHmS UTFSHHED LPeVLD
LeTenensensh@ SmpaurisHhend SBBISE CETBHSHE0 (LPeOLD
GBiFenWImUI eUTLDEUSHEIT CLPGVLD
UmIE SimLuel Cuyeney dnl L b LMIGHML GlaFweOUT 196 eLpevLd
geps alPliLennje] snl L UmIBSMBL eLpeuLd
GrTuBBeUTHemeN FhHAHILGN LD
oo & el (Whatsapp) pBOFuIs) Sifleldhaed  epeold
6TEU&  (LPSITOTSHFIUWITET QUTLDSHENS  GUTLDHED  CLPGULD
gTidlw eumbey cpeold - &I, Si6iy, 2 FHal CFUI%He0
UBIGS SHMDSHE @SBIMPLIL HEOGHEUSET (LP6OLD
UBmEsTE CFLIluge epeold
GBWLULTES OFULTMme CFLINILSET cLpevLd
uss gmusefed GawesouBeugenr cpeold - wflwruller Csememr,
alTOFHAHWITHET, LUTLST G,
waelf G GCauillder syl o sHal GFuleuge epeoLd
@enen@Guny UMIG Bapalsd URGHBUSE cpeld - UMIG e,
AememGuiny @pmuiml, o(mHLuem Guyemey, WeMBUTLIL @hT., alaledlu
o, GamewL alaledl UGLULSB6T, HeUbHBT6D OQFUIGOLTHSHET,
Hflerowerd BGsIeL, HEMeV HIBHDFFH6IT, LOMBLOTAIL L Fnl L MRIH6IT,
soval 2 _Halsh COFHTensd aupmIEe0, OBTrmerT GuifiLy Wiy ueniser,
LML He
WTHT CHTEMEVHTL & eLpevLd
® mey al(ph 0 LkIE CUBIOISHET cLPeOLD
UmIG, wenplomeul L CuIgmlLmsefled LMIE OUBIeUSHesT eLpeuLd
HelgTeel auyeorm Sipfieed epeuld
B FLOWSHSIHLET BLLL 6T, DeibdHBHIL 6T UTDAISHE LPEVLD
SGIOTHSEHGHSTH OFLIILG  cLp6eld

@mmm 20 Fzaisd
Curgipeneouleny LHE6T &HEHH CaLalLBGaLSevamen: CFTEL60
amuiiy Gardasaisdenev
WRoaBHSHe0 GUTHBeIulen LRISeOmev
ueold &ML LG GuTgIBlensoular] ienLeSLILIGHS 6360
BLOGI [BIBICUETRIGMET LITHISTHS HImiseT CGsLwid. oieiaenGeu
BBROFLIZ  SfaldsliBeudeoamev
FTHTTewW HHeMeT CHemeusen LLTHSH GauiliLBeugeveneo

Czaiall 2.: BLOS Flbymey Glewmizern, Bewen@Guimi, eafefibLy

(, A

SBlpoymeuirs 2 _aiensr? BeaujsenLar CFjpsl  CFwedLIBL
BUBPULTS 2_6NenST?

- 9 60 Fpaisd - @6vemev 40 FHaIHD
Up souzsCemi® Cojpbsl GFLLIBL DHBDDULITS 2_66NBT?
- 9 80 FHaisbd - Bevemev 20 FHaiHD

E;mmm&sm
alaflellw 9nfley GobuL 60
Fflerogioed BCared, GHMhGHH ehmuip OemewrLml LD Fpliy
Fpiureteniouien] o flenid UTHISTHSBLILL 6D
2081 e @Gy henSuomul FTLSUWILDTS GUTL60
Hmalwr smev eufl, Ly eufl, sre0@eompd CFihHEH CHTEHILTL 60
alaledw sTab alaledw Dslaled eueaTHeL
Fpiunearenouiety o flewn GeuaTOBHEHSH60
weflg o flenw 1BBedL aFHTHHe0 Slewl HFermev

FaITELH6T, LITHSHMHISET
(PURBES GHTEIIGIOBTEIID
LW WhHmGemw!  SHlHBeUTTSH6NT
Slestenedt OluT, LelSHT euewmisdasd Tyl

p sFwows Sear@rr® Csipsl OCFwWedUBL SHDeD6uULITS
2 siengir?

- 9 30 FFHaisbd - Bevemev 70 FHaiHD

[5 631 ) LD & 61T

oafled o 6ffenn LIBT i Hovevgl Gsl L smilwmisefled LMIGHHL

wenBTall L Senalled BoOLOUBID Sl L&HFHTe0 2 [Flenlodeir

LITGHISTLILY

56060 6mTE & LD

JEMPWIT &L

el o flen 1BeLH6T, waldh @Bbmiend, GUTTTLLLD eugIlIGLNB6ED
FaITELH6T, LITHSHMHIBET

RS Suwnisyeursip

AQbal BTH CHmfldama

WSOMBBI QU UFlLenT AFFuisd

Hmellpreoybe  SevLuyml

11.6:.19 105 Ffuisd

Blmevufley o e @emmy umiB@sy G, HSISTILLUGS S/
L J
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f MESSAGE OF HISHOLINESSPOPE FRANCIS A

FOR LENT 2022

*“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall
reap our harvest,

if we do not give up. So then, while we have the opportunity,
let us do good to all” (Gal 6:9-10)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is a favourable time for personal and community renewal, as it
leads us to the paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. For our Lenten journey in 2022, we will do well to reflect on
Saint Paul’s exhortation to the Galatians: “Let us not grow tired of doing
good, for in due timewe shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So
then, while we have the opportunity (kairos), let us do good to all”
(Gal 6:9-10).

1. Sowing and reaping

Inthese words, the Apostle evokes theimage of sowing and reaping,
so dear to Jesus (cf. Mt 13). Saint Paul speaks to us of akairds: an
opportunetimefor sowing goodnessin view of afuture harvest. What is
this “opportune time” for us? Lent is certainly such an opportune time,
but soisour entireexistence, of which Lentisinsomeway animage. Al
too oftenin our lives, greed, pride and the desire to possess, accumulate
and consume have the upper hand, as we see from the story of the
foolish man in the Gospel parable, who thought his life was safe and
secure because of the abundant grain and goods he had stored in his
barns (cf. Lk 12:16-21). Lent invites us to conversion, to a change in||
mindset, so that life’s truth and beauty may be found not so much in
possessing asin giving, not so much in accumulating as in sowing and
sharing goodness.

The first to sow is God himself, who with great generosity “continues
to sow abundant seeds of goodness in our human family” During Lent
we are called to respond to God’s gift by accepting his word, which is
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5 “living and active” (Heb 4:12). Regula?
listening to the word of God makes us
open and docile to his working
(cf. Jas 1:21) and bearsfruitinour lives.
Thisbringsusgreat joy, yet even more, it
summons us to become God’s co-workers
(cf. 1 Cor 3:9). By making good use of

the present time (cf. Eph 5:16), we too can sow seeds of goodness.

This call to sow goodness should not be seen as a burden but a grace,

whereby the Creator wishesusto be actively united with hisown bountiful

goodness.

What about the harvest? Do we not sow seeds in order to reap a
harvest? Of course! Saint Paul points to the close relationship between
sowing and reaping when he says: “Anyone who sows sparsely will
reap sparsely as well, and anyone who sows generously will reap
generously as well” (2 Cor 9:6). But what kind of harvest arewetalking
about? A first fruit of the goodness we sow appearsin ourselvesand our
daily lives, evenin our little acts of kindness. In God, no act of love, no
matter how small, and no “generous effort” will ever be lost. Just as we
recognizeatreeby itsfruits(cf. Mt 7:16, 20), so alifefull of good deeds
radiates light (cf. Mt 5:14-16) and carries the fragrance of Christ to the
world (cf. 2 Cor 2:15). Serving God in freedom from sin brings forth
fruitsof sanctification for the salvation of al (cf. Rom 6:22).

In truth, we see only asmall portion of thefruits of what we sow, since,
according to the Gospel proverb, “one sows, while another reaps”
(In 4:37). When we sow for the benefit of others, we share in God’s
own benevolent love: “it is truly noble to place our hope in the hidden
power of the seeds of goodness we sow, and thus to initiate processes
whose fruits will be reaped by others” Sowing goodness for the benefit
of others frees us from narrow self-interest, infuses our actions with
gratuitousness, and makes us part of the magnificent horizon of God’s
benevolent plan.
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The word of God broadens and €l evates our vision: it tells us that

the real harvest is eschatological, the harvest of the last, undying day.

The mature fruit of our lives and actions is “fruit for eternal life” (Jn 4:36),
our “treasure in heaven” (Lk 12:33; 18:22). Jesushimself usestheimage
of the seed that diesin the ground in order to bear fruit as a symbol of

the mystery of his death and resurrection (cf. Jn 12:24); while Saint
Paul uses the same image to speak of the resurrection of our bodies:

“What is sown is perishable, but what is raised is imperishable; what is

sown is contemptible but what is raised is glorious; what is sown is
weak, but what israised is powerful; what is sown isanatural body, and

what is raised is a spiritual body” (1 Cor 15:42-44). The hope of
resurrectionisthegreat light that the risen Christ bringsto theworld, for

“if our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we are of all people the

most pitiable. In fact, however, Christ has been raised from the dead, as
the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:19-20). Those
who are intimately united to him in love “by dying a death like his”

(Rom 6:5) will also be united to his resurrection for eternal life
(cf. In 5:29). “Then the upright will shine like the sun in the kingdom of

their Father” (Mt 13:43).

2. “Let us not grow tired of doing good”

Christ’s resurrection enlivens earthly hopes with the “great hope”
of eternal life, planting the seed of salvation in our present time Bitter
disappointment at shattered dreams, deep concern for the challenges
ahead and discouragement at the poverty of our resources, can make us
tempted to seek refuge in self-centredness and indifference to the
suffering of others. Indeed, even our best resourceshavetheir limitations:
“Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and fall” (Is 40:30).
Yet God “gives strength to the weary, he strengthens the powerless...
Thosewho hopeintheLord will regain their strength, they will soar on
wingslike eagles; though they run they will not grow weary, though they
walk they will never tire» (Is 40:29, 31). The Lenten season callsusto
placeour faith and hopeinthe Lord (cf. 1 Pet 1:21), sinceonly if wefix
our gaze ontherisen Christ (cf. Heb 12:2) will we beableto respond to
the Apostle’s appeal, “Let us never grow tired of doing good” (Gal 6:9).
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,(et us not grow tired of praying. Jesus taught us to “pray always without\
becoming weary” ( Lk 18:1). We need to pray because we need God.

Thinking that we need nothing other than ourselvesis a dangerous
illusion. If the pandemic has heightened the awareness of our own
personal and social fragility, may this Lent allow us to experience the
consolation provided by faith in God, without whom we cannot stand
firm (cf. Is 7:9). No one attains salvation alone, since we are all in the
same boat, amid the storms of history; and certainly no one reaches
salvation without God, for only the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ
triumphs over the dark waters of death. Faith does not spare us life’s
burdens and tribulations, but it does allow usto face them in union with
Godin Christ, with the great hope that does not disappoint, whose pledge
is the love that God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
(cf. Rom 5:1-5).

Let us not grow tired of uprooting evil from our lives. May the
corporal fasting to which Lent calls us fortify our spirit for the battle
against sin. Let us not grow tired of asking for forgiveness in the
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, knowing that God never
tires of forgiving. Let us not grow tired of fighting against

concupiscence, that weakness which induces
oo tosdfishnessandall evil, and findsin the course
_~ of history a variety of ways to lure men and
= women intosin Oneof theseisaddictiontothe
: ,‘.‘,j digital media, which impoverishes human
relationships. Lent isapropitioustimeto resist
thesetemptations and to cultivate instead amoreintegral form of human
communication made up of “authentic encounters” face-to-face and in
person.

Let us not grow tired of doing good in active charity towards
our neighbours. During thisLent, may we practise almsgiving by giving
joyfully (cf. 2 Cor 9:7). God who “supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food” (2 Cor 9:10) enables each of us not only to have food to eat,
but also to be generousin doing good to others. Whileit istrue that we
have our entire lifeto sow goodness, |et ustake special advantage of this
\L enten season to care for those close to us and to reach out to oury
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4 A
/brothers and sisterswho liewounded along the path of life(cf. Lk 10:25- ‘
37). Lent is a favourable time to seek out — and not to
Y avoid — those in need; to reach out —and not to ignore —
those who need a sympathetic ear and a good word; to
/S¥8 visit — and not to abandon — those who are lonely. Let

) us put into practice our call to do good to al, and take

time to love the poor and needy, those abandoned and

£ rejected, those di scriminated against and marginalized.

3. “If we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in due time”

Each year during Lent we are reminded that “goodness, together
with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they
have to be realized each day” (ibid., 11). Let us ask God to give us the
patient perseverance of the farmer (cf. Jas 5:7), and to persevere in
doing good, one step at atime. If wefall, let us stretch out our hand to
the Father, who alwaysliftsusup. If wearelogt, if wearemisled by the
enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return to God, who “is
generous in forgiving” (Is 55:7). Inthis season of conversion, sustained
by God’s grace and by the communion of the Church, let us not grow
tired of doing good. The sail is prepared by fasting, watered by prayer
and enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly that “if we do not give up,
we shall reap our harvest in due time” and that, with the gift of
perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised (cf. Heb 10:36), for
our salvation and the salvation of others(cf. 1 Tim 4:16). By cultivating
fraternal love towards everyone, we are united to Christ, who gave his
life for our sake (cf. 2 Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of
the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God will be “all in all” (1
Cor 15:28).

May the Virgin Mary, who bore the Saviour in her womb and
“pondered all these things in her heart” (Lk 2:19), obtain for usthe gift
of patience. May she accompany us with her maternal presence, so
that this season of conversion may bring forth fruits of eternal salvation.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 11 November, 2021, Memorial of Saint
Martin, Bishop.
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( SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 )
IS Parich Name Holy Holy See | Hunger | Good Vocation
No. Childhood| ;4/03/21 | Disease | Friday | Sunday
07/02/21 01/04/21 | 02/04/21 | 25/04/21
1 | A.Nathampatti 300 250 1500 1000 300
2 | Alankulam 700 1000 2500 2500 600
3 | Ammapatty 4000 4600
4 | Anjal Nagar 2000 1500 | 76222 | 49165
5 | Anna Nagar 13000 7950 87600 34300
6 | Aruppukottai 1500 1000 15000 5000
7 | Ayravathanallur 5340 3400 | 24840 8111 1070
8 | Bastin Nagar 15000 10000 | 106050 | 45200| 10000
9 | Batlagundu 7220 3440 | 42000 | 10700 4100
10 | Bibikulam 15000 3800 | 51640 | 16480 3800
11 | Bodinayakanur 500 500 10000 3500 500
12 | Chinnamanur 500 500 500 500 500
13 | Cumbum 500 500 6230 4220
14 | Devadanam 4000 2000 [ 32000 5270 1500
15 | Ellis Nagar 10170 6526 | 120192 | 24797
16 | Gnanaolivupuram 5412 4998 79549 35818
17 | Hanumanthanpatty 500 600 1000 1200 600
18 | Holy Rosary Church 3500 3000 [ 30000 | 15000 2000
19 | lyyampalayam 400 400 6000 3000
20 | K. Pudur 21290 2000 | 101820 | 80050 2000
21 | Kadachanendal 2300 2300 | 32000 | 20000 2400
22 | Kadamalaikundu 4200 5000
23 | Kalladipatti 2000 1000 2300 2000 1000
24 | Kariapatty 1200 1200 8450 5550 1200
25 | Karumathur 1500 500 2000 3000 500
26 | Kavirayapuram 800 1000 12630 11200 1000
27 | Kottur 1500 800 10000 2000 900
28 | Lourdupuram 500 500 3500 2000 400
29 | Megamalai 200 200 200 200 200
30 | Mangalamkombu 500 500 4500 3000 500
31 | M. Meenatchiapuram| 1000 1000 8000 2500 500
32 | Mathankovilpatti 1000 5000 2000
33 | Marianus Nagar 2500 2000 15000 5000 2000
34 | Meenampatti 2100 1600 13300 4600 2100
~35 Melur 3000 1000 | 33333 | 16666 800
N\ ),
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7 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 )
St. Peter’s| Communiq{ Prision | Bible [Mission| African |Peter the
Pence | cation Day Ministry | Sunday |Sunday | Mission [ Apostle | OPUS
04/07/21 | 11/07/21 | 15/08/21 | 26/09/21 |17/10/21 | 01/11/21 | 21/11/21 | 08/12/21
250
500 500 500 1000 3300 600 600 1000
500 500 500 500 7500 500 500 500
1500 1500 2000| 21160 1500 2000
3050| 70000 7940| 8030 9160
14000 1000| 1000 2000
1000 800 800 2000| 16000 1500 1000 2000
3000 3000 3000 5400/ 230000 5000 5000 5000
3000 3320 3280 3740| 50030 3400 3200 3000
4000 2000 2000| 64020 2100 3800 3300
500 500 500 500 9500 500 500 500
500 500 500 500 500
8500 1000| 1000
1300 1300| 11000 1300 1300 1300
2000 8420 2000 7280202380 7040 7060 7020
4500(315525 6500| 6000 7200
49250 550 480 500
3000 2000 2000 3000 50000 2000 3000 2000
400 400 400 400] 10000 400 400 400
2000 5650 2000 3810 83700 8400 2000 2000
30000 2000| 2000 2000
4000
400 400 400 1500 9000 800
500 500 500 500| 10000 1000 1000 1000
500 500 500 500 5000 600 500 500
800 600 500 500 3830 500 500 500
900 1000
350 400 350 500 5200 280 340 480
200 200 200 200 1500 200 200 200
500 500 500 500 8220 500 500 500
500 500 500
2000 2000 1000 2000| 30000 1000 1000 1000
1500 31111 1510| 1630 1930
750 700 700 1000| 31113 800 800 1000
\o >
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/" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 )
Hol Hunger | Good | Vocation
NSO_ Parish Name Childhood ':353/52916 Discace Friday | Sunday
07/02/21 01/04/21 |02/04/21 | 25/04/21
36 | Melakovilpatti 2000 500 3000 1000 500
37| Michaelpalayam 7000
38| Munjikkal 2000 2000
39 | Murugathuranpatti 1121 32000 4727
40| Nagamalai 10000 3000 105000] 20000
41 | Nakkaneri 1000 1000( 14000 4250
42 | Nilakottai 1500 13000 5000
43| Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR 1000
44 | Othaiyal 700 500 5000 1500 500
45| Packiapuram 11111 4060| 60120| 20655 3340
46 | Packianathapuram 1900 1500| 10000 3500 1020
47| Palanganatham 12500 11200/ 130000] 30000] 10000
48| Pandian Nagar 3100 1200 6100 4050 1000
49| Periyakulam 500 500| 15000 5000 500
50| Perumalmalai 1000 1000] 15000| 10000 1000
51| R.R. Nagar 1500 600 6000 1500 600
52 | Railway Colony 1500 1400 8000 4000| 1000
53| Rajapalayam 1300 1200| 12600 3400 1000
54 | Rayappanpatti 8500 4000| 35000 30000 3500
55| Rayapuram 4040 2810
56 | Samayanallur 8000 2000| 68140] 16915 2000
57 | Sattur
58| Shenbaganur 2000 1100 4000 2500 750
59 | Sengole Nagar 7060 6630| 71585
60 | Sempatti Mission 1100 700
61 | Silukkuvarpatty 1000 1000 5000 5000
62 | Sivakasi 7429 8292| 50264] 32451| 4861
63 | Srivilliputhur 20000] 50000
64 | St. Mary’s Cathedral 10000 4000| 45000 40000 4000
65 | Sundaranatchiapuram
66 | T. Sindalacherry 4100 11000| 17000 2000
67| T. Vadipatti Shrine 1000 1000] 10000| 15500 1000
68| Theni 4000
69 | Thirumangalam 6240 1500 2500 7040 1000
§Z0 Thirunagar 4340 4090 27080| 22410 36%94
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65
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r SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 ‘
Hol Hunger | Good | Vocation
NSO_ Parish Name Childhood Tﬂg;;le Diseece Friday | Sunday
07/02/21 01/04/21 | 02/04/21 | 25/04/21
71 | Thiruthangal 2600 2500| 21000| 10500
72 | Thummuchinampatty 1000 2500
73 | Ugarthe Nagar 1500 1500] 15000 10000
74 | Usilampatti 8850 1000 | 42584 7390 1500
75 | Uthamapalayam
76 | Virudhunagar 7500 8600 | 165000 71260
77 | Vadapatti Mission 250 200 350 1100
78 | W. Pudupatti 1000 1000 2200 2500
79 | Y. Othakadai 4000 1400 8000| 12000 1000
J.A. College Periyakulam
Fr. Xavier Arul Rayan
Christ Hall Seminary
Karumathur
Total 277633 | 142636 [2004719( 913285 82371

ampmiel SigperLiesoll emibuilbd
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Collection as on 24.02.2022 39,27,855.58
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" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 )
St. Peter’s [Communi- | Prision Bible |Mission | African |Peter the
Pence [cation Day|Ministry | Sunday |Sunday |Mission |Apostle | OPUS
04/07/21 | 11/07/21 |15/08/21 |26/09/21 |17/10/21 |01/11/21 |21/11/21 |08/12/21
400 450 400 500 2300 450
2000| 63000 2000 1500 1500
500 500 500 500] 13000
15000
500 500 700 500 6000 500 200 400
2000 2000 1000 2000{ 50000 2000 2000 2000
500 1000 1000 1500] 20000 1500 1500 1500
11500 10500] 10300 10800f 201000| 10800 11500 10100
800 750 750 1450 5400 1480 1000 1420
500 500 500 500{ 20000 1000 1100 900
1000 1000 1000 1000] 10000 1000 1000 1000
600 1500 600 3300 6000 1500 600 600
1000 1500] 25500 1000 1000 1000
1000 1000 1000 1000] 18000 1000 1000 1000
3500 160100 3500 3500 3500
6080
2000 2000 2000 3000[{ 40600 2000 1000 1000
715 650 700 750 15000 600 650
1270 1074 1134 1277 21859 1584 2121 1912
5361 2726] 485000 3726 5300 1200
5000 4000 3000 5000[{ 75000 4000 3000 4000
1000 1000] 35000 1000 1000 1000
1500 2000 1500 4000] 72200 1500 1500 1500
1000 1000 1500 1500] 18500 1500 1000
1500 1000 1200 1500] 17380 1500 2100 2900
1100 3470 1320 2280 35430 2100 4250 3150‘
\o )
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M ass Received From Parishes

T. Vadipatti ( 1500 Masses)
T. Sindalacherry (100 Masses)

Collection as on 24.02.2022

1,50,000.00
10,000.00

1,60,000.00
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72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

(" SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022 )

St. Peter’s| Communi-{ Prison | Bible [Mission | African |Peter the
Pence |cation DayMinistry | Sunday |Sunday |Mission |Apostle | OPUS
04/07/21 | 11/07/21 | 15/08/21 |26/09/21 |17/10/21 | 01/11/21 |21/11/21 |08/12/21
2000 103000 2050 2100 2200
1500 1000] 11000
1500 1500 2000 50000 1500 1500 1500
1100 1050 2000 1000 8865 1000 1000 1000
175000 10000 10000| 10000
50757 1287 1295 1191
1000 1000 1000 1000( 10000 1500 1485 1000
50000
2000
85000
71285 81695| 57534 | 104263| 3367810| 125747 | 120541 | 114463
HOLY CHILDHOOD COLLECTION -13/02/2022
Batlagundu 31,100.00
Bastin Nagar 16,020.00
Anna Nagar 15,890.00
Sundaranatchiapuram 12,500.00
Bibikulam 10,100.00
T. Sindalacherry 4,100.00
Rayappanpatti 4,000.00
Thummichinampatti 4,000.00
Devadanam 3,000.00
Melur 2,200.00
Periyakulam 1,000.00
Collection as on 24.02.2022 1,03,910.00
\ »
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KANI (SeminariansFund)

Opening Balance as on 24.01.2022

Society of Franciscan Sisters of the Presentation of
Mary Shantha Provincialate, Nagamalai Pudukottai
Mr. J. John Peter, Bastin Nagar

The Congregation of the Sisters of the Chavanad, Annagar 20,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, T. Sindalacherry
Mr. Joseph Sahayaraj & Janic Sahayaraj, Michaelpalayam  10,000.00
Mic Jordan Sri Udaya, Anna Nagar
Mr. Aswin Kulandairaj & Mrs. Amala llakiah, Gnanaolivupuram 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Othaiyal

Fr. Parish Priest, K. Pudur

Mr. Adaikalaraj Mrs. Nirmal Shanthi, Kuzhapanpatti
The Madurai Capuchin Society, Thirumangalam

Mr. Arumainathan, Gnanaolivupuram

Kanagaviola, Bibikulam

Vinoth Kumar, Bibikulam

Mrs. Viyakula Selvi, Gnanaolivupuram

Mr. Michael Arul Rayan & Mrs. Packia Selvi, Gnanaolivupuram  2,000.00
Mrs. Savariammal, Bibikulam

Less:

Payment for Little Flower Seminary - 2,03,916.00
Payment of St. Paul’s Seminary - 61,100.00
Bank SMS Charge - 1.50

2,65,017.50

Closing Balance as on 24.02.2022

Cash in Hand - Nil
Cash at Bank - 37,16,513.17

37,16,513.17

39,81,530.67

N

37,94,530.67

50,000.00
25,000.00

15,000.00
10,000.00

10,000.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00

2,000.00

2,65,017.50

37,16,513.17

\
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-
“»  Rev.Fr GnanaSandanam - 24.03.1965
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Archbishop Arockiasamy

Adoration Sunday

March
06 Aruppukottai
13 Ayravathanallur
20 Ayyampaayam il
27 Batlagundu * 24

Fr.Asrvatham

Fr. Saldana

Fr. Antony Nair

Fr. Lourdurgj

Fr. Savarirg
Fr.AlexisSA.

Fr. Lawrence Xavier P,
Fr. FrancisBritto

April

Bastian Nagar
Bibikulam
Bodinayakkanur
Chinnamanur

22.03.2007
01.03.2013
03.03.1973
03.03.1982
13.03.2021
15.03.1977
16.03.1998
19.03.2006
31.03.2010

Historical Notes — Madura Mission

L11. At the Footsteps of our Elder Brothers.
Fr.AlexisDiamond Raj: Prof. Suguna, thethen editor of Sevai wrote
on the New Year Day 1997 at his coloumn that the poor of the
Archdiocese havelost one of their precious sons, and continued that as
apreciousdiamond shinesat all sides, theArchdiocese had apriceless
Diamond whichillumined thousands of hutsat our Archdiocese. Yes, the
usud jubillous New Year Day becameblack in 1997. It wasthe day that
Fr. Diamond’s demise came as a shock to many. As he went to his
sister’s house in Salem to celebrate New Year Mass there he had a
massive heart ache and the good Lord took to Himself on that day. The
next day wasthe funeral and thousands and thousands of people, from
every walks of life such as the poor, the beneficiaries of MMSSS,
Membersof Minority Forum, theformer Mayor of thecity, Politicians,
Social Activists, members from People’s Watch, NGO-s of Maduari,
Merchants of Madurai, Press people, Leadersof Christian Churches,
Lutherans, Anglicansand Salvation Army, Leadersfrom Mudim Jamat,
Madurai Corporation Council Membersetc. cameto pay their homage
to this precious people’s priest.

Why werethere so much tearsin theeyesof thefaithful and thecommon
men and women? Why was there such a motorcade procession from
bishop’s house to St. Mary’s to pay homage to this diocesan priest? Why
had so weeping eyes ran to have afinal glimpse of the face of this
people’s-priest? It is because the crowd gathered loved him so much. It
was because the priest who tirelesdly fought for the rights of the poor
and helped them could no more be seen. Those who cameto pay their
last respect to this people’s priest were not only the Christians but people
from all walks of faith. Prominent lay people who aways involved
themsalvesat Church activitiesspoke about thisDiamond. Prof. Jesurgja
spoke about how Fr. Diamond was a backbone to Seva Sangam; Prof.
Jamesremembered theinterfaith activitiesand amegaMinority Forum
Manaadu convened by him at Thamukkam; Mr. Albert Lobo placeditin
records Fr. Diamond’s the prophetic ministry he exercised for the dalit
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- . . )
and the oppressed people. His close friend, Prof. Devasahayam

rememebered how he sent him off to Salem the previous day after a
hectic work of MM SSS and the discussion over Peoples Watch. His
predecessor Fr. A. Arockiasamy paid euology to thisbrother priest. His
wholepriestly lifeand ministry were shared by al with tearsand gratitude.
Fr. Diamond wasbornin Saveriarpattinam and joi ned the Apostolic School
in Madurai. After having had his spiritual formation at St. Peter’s
Seminary and Philosophical formation at Christ Hall Seminary, Karumattur
he was sent to Canada for Theology and he was ordained apriest in
Canada. After hisordination he came back to the Archdiocese and he
was appointed asaparish priest in Virudunagar in 1983. He ministered
thereonly for threemonthsand hewastransferred to MM SSSand became
its Director. And there a new Age dawned at MMSSS, the Multiple
Social Service Society of Madurai. The eleven years (1984 — 1995) were
thegolden years. Then he becamethe Director of Nobili Pasroral Center
and co-ordinator of Commissionsin 1995 upto hisdemise (1997).
Walking carefully at the ecclesia path of hispredecessors, Fr. Sumira,
Fr. Chalko and Fr. Arockiasamy, but with audacity Fr. ADR ventured
into thesocial and untrodden path of MM SSSinto order to empower the
poor and the oppressed. He founded many organs of this great
ecclesagtical Ingtitution MM SSS, suchasMAPS, MITE, ICA, CHAM,
SLAM, MIMA etc. which were carefully designed out of ecclesiastical
jurisdiction and thus embraced the whol e suffering humanity. He was
instrumental to form AMATrust for the Dalit people’s welfare and played
acardinal roletoform MARIA GRACE (inthename of lateArchbishop
MarianusArokiasamy), PEOPLESWATCH, UCF, INSART etc.

Just before Christmas Fr. Adr went with His Grace Arokiasamy for
Mission Appeal to Canadaand they obtained alot of resourcesfor the
people; then Archbishop Arokiasamy commissioned him convene a
Nationa Protest Meeting at New Delhi presided by Archbishop himsel f
agaist theinjustice of reservation rightsto Christian Dalits; then before
Christmas he also, as per the command of the Archbishop, organised
protest meeting and processions at all district headquarters of the
Archdioceseto focustheinjustice exercised on reservation rightsof SC
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ST people; then hewas busy in arranging press meet for Christmasana
uniting all the pastors and priests of the city in one umbrella. Such a
precious Diamond was taken back quickly by the heavenly diamond
merchant.
Fr. Adr wasan ardent Lieutenant to Archbishop Arokiasamy, whototally
entrusted with him all the social, economical, charitable and humane
services of the Archdiocese to the poor. Whatever he entrusted to Fr.
Adr, His Grace was sure to accomplish success in those ventures.
Archbishop Arokiasamy’s huge political influence in Tamilnadu and his
statelevel leadershipin Christian Minority Forum wasfully backed by
the hardwork of thiscommander-in-chief. Not only he spent hiswhole
lifein organising and founding ingtitutional wingsfor thewelfare of the
peopl e, he also consecrated himself to the upliftment of the grassroot
communitieswelfare.
How many nightsand dawnshewas staying at remotevillages planning
with people and executing schemesfor the villagers such as digging
wells, borewells, building stretches of houses, offering roofsfor the huts,
forming women’s cells, building schools, building water tanks in the hills,
digging ponds for kodaikanal people etc. “Hard work... hard work...
and hard work...ProjectA... Project B... and Project C...” —this was
the continuous rhythm of hisheart beat everyday.
The specia charism of Adr wasthat he awaysworked with adozen of
friends, both priestsandlay collaborators. He established variousprojects
iINMM SSS and designed schemesin order to achievethat goal. All the
money procured were for the poor and used for the poor only. Poor
people’s Money, the money to save thousands of miserable lives, did not
leak out indirty hands. Thedreamsand visonsof MM SSS, theMultiple
Socia Service Society of the Archdiocese, were engraved in bold
diamond | ettersby the dedi cated priestly ministry of thispreciouspriest.
Long livethe preciousnameof Fr. Diamond Raj and let it inspire many
young priestswho are visionaries and Saviours of the suffering poor in
the Archdiocese and el sewhere. (to be continued)

— Fr. Jodir.
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