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THE VOICE OF THE PASTOR
Women and the Church
Every year March 8th is observed as theInternational
Women’s Day.Recognizing the contribution of
women and girls around the world, the theme of this
year by the United Nations Organization is, “Gender
equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”
In this present era, we are bound to reflect on the
participation, communion and mission of the women
in the synodal church for the better future. Pope
Francis said, “Women religious have an essential role in the process
of creating a more synodal church and in the preparations for the Synod
of Bishops, not just through their prayers and participation, but also by
listening to people which is not usually part of such church activities”
Our Holy Bible portrays many women characters, whose presence
made  a difference in the society and as well as wherever they were.
We see in the Gospel, Martha and Mary are the two disciples who had
a very important place in the life of Jesus and the Twelve Apostles .We
are not unaware of the great participatory role of our Mother Mary in the
Church. Jesus our master, gave us the example, as he preferred women
in all His apostolic endeavors and His teachings. This confirms that,
as disciples of Jesus, women are the living presence in the church,
participating in communion and mission.
It is obvious and very remarkable that women are involved in lot of life
promoting activities today, specially the women religious as Care
Takers, Educationalists, Contemplatives, Mystics and Theologians, by
their concern for the poor, listening to the poor, the elderly, the sick,
the marginalized, close to the little ones, to the least ones with the
tenderness and compassion of God. They are the best  teachers not
just with words, but with deeds. Consecrated women are an extension
of the female presence who walked with Jesus and the Twelve, like
Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna, sharing the mission and making
their unique contribution to the Mother Church.
Women are multi- talented and endowed with lot of qualities to build
the family, society and the world. Pope Francis stressed the
“ i r r e p l a c e a b l econtribution of women in building a world

that can be a home for all. Through
their efforts towards peace and love,
women make the world beautiful; they

protect it and keep it alive. They bring the grace of renewal, the embrace
of inclusion, and the courage to give of oneself.”
They make “humanity a family”. Love and peace, born of women, “arises
and is rekindled by the tenderness of mothers.”  If we take to heart the
importance of the peaceful future, then, we need to give space to women. 
It is very sad to say that, in the society and even in the Church women
are not given importance. The numbers of women participants are more
in the Church. But those who hold responsibilities are very handful. Pope’s
concern is that women should be fully included in the decision-making
processes and he says “Failing to empower women narrows the church’s
vision, and makes it less equipped to be a force for good in the world.”
A Catholic philosophy emphasizes a belief in an integral
complementarity of men and women, rather than the superiority of men
over women or women over men.
Points to ponder
 Are we aware that, the presence and the role of women in the life and

mission of the Church remain absolutely necessary and irreplaceable?
What about our knowledge about the women in our society, her
abilities, talents and strengths?

 Are we aware that the only factor that interests the society at large at
present is its economic growth and not the wellbeing of women as the
atrocities against women are in the rise, even motherhood is humiliated
and disgraced in several situations in today’s social setup?

 What is our action plan towards the women religious congregation
and their institutions, as they are in the edge of threat in all levels?

 Do we encourage the cultural changes leading to greater acceptance
of women in leadership roles, as women and girls are effective powerful
leaders and change-makers?

 Can we contribute to increase the outreach ministries targeted at
groups with whom women have traditionally worked (e.g., elderly and
children)

 Do we examine the opportunities, as well as the constraints, to
empower women and girls to have a voice and be equal players in
decision-making issues related to sustainable development and greater
gender equality?

May God bless you!
Your loving Archbishop,

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai
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* Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at
+91 94433 86761 or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

Archbishop’s Engagements
02 Wed Ash Wednesday, St. Mary’s Cathedral
03-05 TNBC Meet at Pillar
11 Fri M Book Release at Pillar
12 Sat M ngz;fs; jpdtpoh, Virudhunagar
13 Sun M Confirmation, K. Pudur
15 Tue M Monthly Recollection, Bishop’s House
19 Sat M Final Vows, Ellisnagar
20 Sun M Confirmation, Anna Nagar
26 Sun Confirmation, NiraiVazhu Nagar
27 Sun Lent Pilgrimage Mass, Kavirayapuram

* Appointments are subject to change as per Government’s Regulations.

Pope’s General Prayer Intention
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges - We pray for
Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to de-
fend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action.

The Archbishop &  The Archdiocesan Priests wish the
following religious congregations, serving in our

Archdiocese, a blessed Feast Day.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyons (SJL) -19th March
Sisters of St. Joseph of Apparition (SJA) -19th March
St. Joseph of Tarbes (SJT) -19th March
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny -19th March
Suore AncelleDell’amore Miseri Cordioso -19th March
Suore Missionarie dell’ Incarnazione (SMI) -25th March
Society of Catholic Medical Mission Sisters (MMS) -25th March
Institutas Voluntas Dei (IVD) - 25th March

HAPPY FEAST

nguhanuhL ïizªJ brã¥ngh«

ïy¡F : bg©fË‹ Ãahakhd nfhÇ¡iffS¡F¡ ftdKl‹ brÉrhŒ¤J¥
bg©QÇikfŸ kâ¡f¥gl (».th 42)

neh¡F : M©- bg© rk¤Jt cwî¢ r_f« gil¡F« ïisPuhf (».th 42)

Ó®ö¡F : ghÈaš mo¥gilÆyhd mid¤J t‹KiwfS¡F«, ghFghLfS¡F«
vâuhf e« âUmitÆ‹ m®¥gÂ¥ig¥ òJ¥ã¤J brašgLtJ
(».th 42)

1. Monthly Recollection for March will be held at 10.30 am, on
15 inst., Tuesday at our Conference Hall, Bishop’s House.

2. Blessing of Vianney Home: The long-held dream and the dire
need of our archdiocese of Madurai to construct a comfortable old
age home for elderly priests has been fulfilled on 04.02.2022, on
the occasion of the 23rd episcopal consecration anniversary of our
Archbishop.  Keeping keenly on the total well-being and welfare
of the elderly priests who served many years in our diocese in
view, our Archbishop meticulously planned and built the Vianney
Home for them very close to Archbishop’s house itself.  So that by
seeing priests coming and going to bishop’s house, they may feel
closeness to the presbyterium. And also, priests coming to bishop’s
house could easily visit them.  The inaugural ceremony went on
well.  This historical venture was applauded by all.  A million thanks
to our Archbishop. - Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, Vicar General

3. Congratulations to the following Fathers for their contribution
towards ecclesiastical edifice:
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i) Fr. Peter Roy  for the Construction of Vianney
Home, a well-furnished Retire Home for the
Archdiocesan Priests to rest and to spend time in
prayer for the Archdiocese and the whole Church,
which was blessed by His Grace on 4th February,
2022.

ii) Fr. Edwin Sahayaraja,  for the Renovation of Sacred Heart
Church, MunjikalParish Church, which was blessed by His
Excellency, Most Rev. Arockiaraj, the Bishop of Trichirappally on
25th February, 2022  also for the renovation of Shrine of Our Lady
of la Salette,Kodaikanal, which was blessed by Msgr. Jerome
Eronimus J.R., on the same day.

iii)Fr. Thomas Venish for the construction of a new and magnificent
Church, St. Antony of Padua, at Sulakarai of Niraivazhvu Nagar
Parish which was blessed by His Excellency Most Rev. Yvon
Ambrose, Bishop Emeritus of Thoothukudi on 27th February 2022.

4. Lenten Practices and Observances: C. 1249:
“ All Christ’s faithful are obliged by divine law, each
in his or her own way, to do penance[…] On these
days the faithful are in a special manner to devote
themselves to prayer, to engage in works of piety
and charity, and to deny themselves, by fulfilling their
obligations more faithfully and especially by observing
the fast and abstinence […] prescribe.”
C. 1250: “ The days and times of penance for the Universal Church
are each Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent.”
C. 1251: “Abstinence from meat, or from some other food as
determined by the Episcopal Conference, is to be observed on all
Fridays, unless a solemnity should fall on Friday. Abstinence and
fasting are to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

C. 1252: The law of abstinence binds those who have completed
their fourteenth year. The law of fasting binds those who have
attained their majority, until the beginning of their sixtieth year. Pastors
of soul and parents are to ensure that even those who by reason of

their age are not bound by the law of fasting and abstinence, are
taught the true meaning of penance.

5. Condolences: DNL expresses its deep
condolences to
Rev. Fr. J. Jeyaraj on the demise of his
beloved Father, Mr. Jesudas, aged 88, who
passed away on 31st January 2021 at
Sindalacherry. The Funeral Mass was
officiated by Fr. J. Jeyaraj and Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, the Vicar
General on 1st February 2022 at 4.00 pm, at Sacred Heart Church,
T. Sindalachery. May the soul of Mr. Jesudas rest in Peace.

6. Thanks to His Grace and the Parish Priests for Synod Work:
Dear Fathers, on behalf of our Archbishop we, the Diocesan Contact
Persons for the Synod 2021 – 2023, thank wholeheartedly all the
Parish Priests for distributing the questionnaires and collecting all
the responses from every member of the parish Church. A report of
the whole activity of the Synod is published below. Also the first
draft of the 20, 667 Responses of the Archdiocese of Madurai for
the given 3 Questions are also published. Let us journey together. –
Fr. M. John Diraviam & Sr. Delphine CIC

7. The Report of Synod 2021-2023 Core Group Meeting held
at Archbishop’s House on 16th Feb.2022
As per the Direction of the Archbishop, who was unable to be
present, the core group meeting was held at the conference hall at
4.30 pm on 16.2.22. The Vicar General, Msgr. J.R Jerome Eronimus
presided over the meeting. The meeting started with the prayer by
Sr. Daisy CIC, Madurai Provincial. Msgr. VG welcomed all the
participants,  around 30 members, and pointed out that day’s meeting
was aimed to discuss and plan how we are going to classify, collate
and compile the answers received for the three questions from all
the parishes of the archdiocese, the religious, and the different
groups.

Fr. John Diraviam, the DCP (Diocesan Contact Person) reported
all that happened from 22.10.21 till now. He also pointed out that he



109

and Sr. Delphin DCP were regularly attending
all the Zoom conferences arranged by the central
team, Synod India. They also pointed out that
Madurai is one of the three dioceses chosen by
the central team to explain their activities to all
the dioceses in India.

Sr. Delphine CIC, the DCP, reported that the religious furnished for
all three questions. Then Fr. John Diraviam, DCP, read out the
answers collected from all the 77 (79) parishes of the Archdiocese.
He pointed out that 19,874 responses were collected from the people
and 793 responses were received from the religious and 5 responses
were collected from the prisoners of Madurai central jail by Sr.
Fatima, responses from 5 groups of Muslim Jamat leaders, 38
responses from protestants (TTS, Arasaradi), and 6 responses from
ThiruvarulPeraval leaders and Gandhi Museum staff were collected
by Fr. Benedict Barnabas.

It was well appreciated by all the core group members that both
the DCPs had gone through all the twenty thousand responses and
had noted the contents. Fr. John Diraviam explained the classified
answers for all three questions. It was informed that each diocese

should send their 10-page report by the end
of April and latest by the 2nd week of May,
before which a Diocesan Synod has to be
conducted.

A six-member committee consisting of
1.Fr. John Diraviam, the DCP 2. Sr. Delphine,

the DCP  3. Prof. SVL Michael
4. Sr. Fatima Kanickai SJL  5. Prof. Shobana Nelasco and
6. Prof. Kalai Arasiwas formed to classify the data scientifically.
This group will be animated by Msgr.VG.

Fr. Anandam, VF of  Madurai South vicariate thanked all who made
this meeting a meaningful one.

With the thanksgiving prayer, the meeting came to an end.

-Msgr. J.R. Jerome Eronimus.

Overall Archdiocesan Activities of Synod 2021 -2022

Date Synod Activities of the Archdiocese

9 to Oct 2021 Vicar General, Msgr. Jerome Eronimus, the
Convenor of Diocesan Synodal work, What’s app
Group Vw;gLj;jp nra;jp mDg;gpdhu;.

13 -Oct 2021 Ng u hah ;  Rw ;Wkly ;  7 9 gq ;FfSf ;Fk ;
mDg;gg;gl;lJ

18-10-2021 rpwpa FO (VG.+2 Dcps+Procurator +Npc
Dir + CCL Sec) VwgLj;jg;gl;lJ.

20-10-2021 vy;yh gq;Ffspy; Rw;W kly; thrpf;fg;gl;lJ.
Nfs;tpj ;jhs; toq;Fk ; gzp eilngwj ;
Jtq;fpaJ.

22-10-2021 NguhaUld; ele;j nraw;FO $l;lk;> 42
egh;fs; - 3 Nfs;tpfs; md;gpaq;fSf;F
nfhLf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w KbT vLf;fg;gl;lJ.

26-10-2021 Inaugural  Mass. 79 gq ;Ffs pd ;
gq ;Fj ; je ;ijau ; .  gq ;Ff ;F 2 eg h ; .
$l;nlhUq;fpaf;fpa jpUmit 2021-23 Jtf;fj;
jpUg ;gyp . Gdpj khpad;id Nguhayk; -
gy ; NtW e piya pdu ;  gq ; Nfw ; g ; G
gq;Fj ;je ;ijaUf;F toq;fg ;gl ;l VLfs;
1 fpwp];jt tho;T gzpf;FO jahhpj;jJ - Mah;
khkd;w ,iwNtz;ly; (40000)
2. mfpy cyf Mah; khkd;wk; gw;wpa 8
gf;f ifNaL (40>000)– DCPs jahhpj;jJ.
3. 50 Nfs;tpj;jhs;fs; (3500) – FO jahupg;G

27-10-2021 gzpf;FOf;fspd; nrayh;fs; $l;lk; - Mau;
khkd;w tpsf;ff; $l;lk;

30-10-2021 kJiu njw;F tl;lhu FUf;fs; Mau; khkd;w
tpsf ;ff ; $l;lk ; > 2 dcps mUl;je ;ij.
[hd; jputpak;> mUl;rNfh. nly;gpd;. tpUJ efh;
tl;lhu FUf;fs; $l;lk; - rptfhrp mUl;je;ij
ngdbf;l;>  NPC nehgpyp ,af;Feh;
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31-10-2021 kiwkhtl;l Nka;g;G gzp Nguit Mau; khkd;w
tpsf;ff;$l;lk; 100 egu;fs; fye;J nfhz;l
$l;lk;. Archbishop’s +VG+NPC Director + 2
Dcp + Nguh. ikf;Nfy; tpsf;fk;.

05- 11-2021 nfhilf;fhdhy;  tl;lhu FUf;fs; Mau; khkd;w
tpsf;ff; $l;lk;;. mUl;rNfh. nly;gpd;>vy;yP];
ef h ;  gq ;F Mau ;  khkd ; w t psf ;ff ;
$l;lk;> DCP, mUl;gzp. [hd; jputpak;

06-11-2021 kJiu tlf;F tl;lhu FUf;fs; Mau; khkd;w
tpsf;ff; $l;lk; - DCP,mUl;gzp. [hd; jputpak;.
ehfkiy GJf;Nfhl;il Mau; khkd;w tpsf;ff;
$l;lk;>jpU. Nguh. SVL ikf;Nfy;. QhdxspTGuk
Mau; khkd;w tpsf;ff; $l;lk;. mUl;je;ij. [hd;
jputpak;> mUl;rNfh. nly;gpd;.

Njdp tl;lhu FUf;fs; Mau; khkd;w tpsf;ff;
$l;lk.  tl;lhu mjpgu; kw;Wk; je;ijah;fs;>
=tpy;ypg;GJ}h; tl;lhu FUf;fs; Mau; khkd;w
tpsf;ff; $l;lktl;lhu mjpgu; kw;Wk; je;ijah;
Nfh. GJ}h; gq;F Mau; khkd;w tpsf;ff;
$l;lk$l;lk;. 2 DCPS

kJiu > nfhilf ; f hdy ; >  t pUJefu ; >
tj;jyf;Fd;L> jpUtpy;ypg;GJhu;> Njdp kiwtl;l
Jwtpau; Nguit $l;lk; elj;jpdhu; mUl;je;ij
n[. n[auh[;> JwtpaUf;fhd Nguhau; gjpy;FU.

- 4. Jwtwj;jhh; - 793 gjpy;fs;> je;ij n[auh[; topah
- 5. 79 gq;Ffs; - 19>874 gjpy;fs;

20,667  nkhj;j gjpy;fs;

Zoom Meetings fhndhsp $l;lk;

1. 8 Oct – 2021 – CCBI Synod conducted
2. 26-2021  - jpq;fs; - CCBI Synod conducted
3. 8th Nov.2021 – 3 kiwkhtl;lq;fs; Nfhth>

thudhrp kJiu Nju ;e ;njLf;fg ;gl;L ekJ
nray;ghLfs; ,e;jpa kiwkhtl;lq;fSf;F gfph ;e ;J
nfhs;sg;gl;;;lJ.
4tJ $l;lk; 29th Nov 2021-
5 tJ $l;lk; 13-14 [d. 2022 – 2 DCPs fye;J nfhz;ldh;.
6tJ $l;lk; 19-20 gpg;utup 2022 – 2 dcps fye;J nfhz;ldh;.
,isNahu; $l;lk;.

kJiu khkd;w Nfs;tpfspd; gjpy;fs;

Nfs;tp 1.: e Pq;fs; $. jpUmitapd; cWg;gpdu;
vd ;gij czu ;f pd ;w P u ;fsh? vg ;gb czu ;f pd ;w P u ;fs ; ?
gq;Nfw ;gjpy ;> fUj;Jfis gfpu ;tjpy ;> KbntLj;jypy ;>
ew;nra;jp mwptpj;jypy; cq;fs; gq;F vd;d?

- Mk; 80 rjtPjk; - ,y;iy 20 rjtPjk; - Mk; 80 rjtPjk;
- jpUKOf;fpd; %yk;
- jpUtUl;rhjdq;fs; ngWtjd; %yk;
- md;gpa $l;lk; %yk;
- md;gpa top fUj;J gfpu;T %yk;
- ViofSf;F cjtp Gupjy; %yk;
- nrg $l;lq;fspy; gq;Nfw;wy; %yk;
- gq;F jpUtpoh gq;Nfw;wy; cioj;jy;%yk;
- QhapW jpUg;gyp gq;Nfw;wy; %yk;
- FLk;g nrgk; %yk;
- jpUmit fl;lis filgpbg;gjd; %yk;
- gq;fpd; epfo;Tfspy; gq;Nfw;gjd; %yk;
- jpUj;je;ij> kiwkhtl;l Nguhau; Rw;Wkly; mwpf;if %yk;
- gq;F kf;fspd; ey;y nfl;l epfo;Tfs; gq;Nfw;gjd; %yk;

- Nfs;tpj;jhs;fs;: - gq;fpy; cs;s md;gpaq;fs; -– kiwJ}J
FOf;fs; - Jwtwj;jhh; FOf;fSf;F toq;fg;gl;lJ.

rpwg;G FOf;fspy;ngwg;gl;Ls;s gjpy;fs;
- 1. r piwg ;gzp mUl;rNfh. ghj ;j pkh kJiu kj;j pa

rpiwthrpfspd;    gjpy;fs;
- 2. gy;rka ciuahly; gzpf;FOtpypUe;J 5 FOf;fs; -

,Ryhkpah; [khj; FOf;fspd; gjpy;fs;; - je;ij ngdbf;l;;;; ;;
- 7 FO - fhe;jp kpA+rpak; rhh;e;j jiyth;fs; - gpw ,e;J kj

jiyth;fs; fUj;J - je;ij ngdbf;l;
- 3. fpwp];jt xd;wpg;G gzpf;FOtpypUe;J je;ij ngdbf;l;

jkpof ,iwapay; fy;Y}hpypUe;J 38 gjpy;fs;

07-11-2021
14.11.2021

mf;Nlhgu; 2021
etk;gu;; 2021



- jpUmit jiytu;fs; topelj;Jjy; gw;wp elj;jy; %yk;
- Mya topghl;by; gq;Nfw;wy; %yk; - thrfk;> fhzpf;if Nghly;
- ,iwthu;j;ij thrpj;jy; %yk;
- gps;isfSf;F ,iwthu;j;ij fw;Wf; nfhLj;jy; %yk;
- Neu;ikaha; tho;tjd; %yk;
- gq;F mUl;gzp Nguit $l;lk; gq;Nfw;G nray;ghl;bd; %yk;
- r%f tpopg;Gzu;T $l;l gq;Nfw;G %yk;
- NehAw;wtu;fis re;jpg;gJ %yk;
- Clf top (whatsapp) ew;nra;jp mwptpj;jy; %yk;
- vdJ Kd;khjpupahd tho;f;if tho;jy; %yk;
- rhl;rpa tho;T %yk; - kd;dpg;G> md;G> cjtp nra;jy;
- gq;Fj; je;ijf;F xj;Jiog;G ey;Ftjd; %yk;
- gpwUf;fhf nrgpg;gjd; %yk;
- FLk;gkhf nrgkhiy nrgpg;gjd; %yk;
- gf;j rigfspy; nray;gLtjd %yk; - kupahapd; Nriz>

tpd;nre;jpau;fs;> ghlfu; FO>
- kfspu; FO Nrkpg;gpd; top cjtp nra;tjd; %yk;
- ,isNahu; gq;F epfo;tpy; gq;Nfw;gjd; %yk; - gq;F tpoh>

,isNahu; QhapW> mUl;gzp Nguit> kiwgug;G Qh.> tptpypa
thuk;> Nfhil tptpypa tFg;Gfs;> jtf;fhy nray;ghLfs;>
fpwp];k]; Nfuy;> fiy epfo;r;rpfs;> kiwkhtl;l $l;lq;fs;>
fy;tp cjtpj; njhif toq;fy;> nfhuhdh Nguplu; kPl;G gzpfs;>
ghlw;FO

- khjh njhiyfhl;rp %yk;
- cwT tpUe;jpy; gq;F ngWtjd; %yk;
- gq;F> kiwkhtl;l Nghuhl;lq;fspy; gq;F ngWtjd; %yk;
- Gdpju;fs; tuyhW mwpjy; %yk;
- gpw rkaj;jpdUld; el;Gld;> ,zf;fj;Jld; tho;tjd; %yk;
- Md;khf;fSf;fhf nrgpg;gJ %yk;
,y;iy 20 rjtPjk;
- nghJepiyapdu; kf;fs; fUj;J Nfl;fg;gLtjpy;iy: nrhy;y

tha;g;G nfhLf;ftpy;iy
- KbntLj;jypy; nghJepiuapdu; gq;fpy;iy
- gyk; fhl;l kl;Lk; nghJepiyapdu; miof;fg;gLfpd;wdu;
- ekJ epWtdq;fis ghJfhf;f ehq;fs; Nflak;. mt;tsNt
- ew;nra;jp mwptpf;fg;gLtjpy;iy
- rhjhuz kf;fspd; Njitfs; G+u;j;jp nra;ag;gLtjpy;iy

Nfs;tp 2.:  ekJ jpUmit ngz;fs;> ,isNahu;> tpspk;G
e piya py ;  cs ;Nshu ;  gq ; Nfw ;Fk ; >  mj pf h ug ; gLj ;Jk ; ;

jpUmitahf cs;sjh? ,tu;fSld; Nru;e;J nray;gLk;
jpUmitahf cs;sjh?

- Mk; 60 rjtPjk;      - ,y;iy 40 rjtPjk;

gpw rigfNshL Nru;e;J nray;gLk; jpUmitahf cs;sjh?
- Mk; 80 rjtPjk; - ,y;iy 20 rjtPjk;

ed; ;ikfs;:
- tptpypa mwpT Nkk;gly;
- fpwp];Jk]; Nfuy;> FUj;J QhapW nfhz;lhl;lk;; rpwg;G
- rpWghd;ikapdu; cupik ghJfhf;fg;gly;
- xNu MaDk; xNu ke;ijAkha; rhl;rpakhf thoy;
- jpUtpoh fhy tup> rg;guk; tup> vy;NyhUk; Nru;e;J nfhz;lhly;
- tptpypa jhfk; tptpypa mwptpy; tsu;jy;
- rpWghd;ikapdu; cupik ntd;nwLj;jy;
- kdpj cupik kPwy; vjpu;j;jy; mzp jpusy;

rthy;fs;> ghjfq;fs; :
- KOf;F Qhd];ehdk;
- gak; ke;ijia jpULthu;fs;
- md;id kupah> Gdpju; tzf;fk; vjpu;g;G

gpw rkaj ;j pdNuhL Nru ;e ;J nray;gLk ; j pUmitahf
cs;sjh?

- Mk; 30 rjtPjk; - ,y;iy 70 rjtPjk;

ed;ikfs;:
- Cupy; cs;s gpwu; tPl;L ey;yJ nfl;l fhupaq;fspy; gq;Nfw;G
- kiwkhtl;l mstpy; eilngWk; $l;lj;jhy; cupikfs;

ghJfhg;G
- ey;ypzf;fk;
- Vioau; rhu;G
- kdpj cupik kPwy;fs;> kdpj xw;Wik> Nghuhl;lk; tYg;ngwy;
rthy;fs;> ghjfq;fs; :
- RSSgaq;futhjk;
- ,e;J ehL Nfhupf;if
- kjkhw;wk; ngha; gug;Giu murpay;
- jpUtpohTf;F ,ilA+W
- gp.N[.gp kj murpay;
- ekJ Myak; fy;tp epWtdq;fs; jhf;fg;gLjy;

13 14



1615

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR LENT 2022

“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall
reap our harvest,

if we do not give up. So then, while we have the opportunity,

let us do good to all” (Gal 6:9-10)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Lent is a favourable time for personal and community renewal, as it
leads us to the paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. For our Lenten journey in 2022, we will do well to reflect on
Saint Paul’s exhortation to the Galatians: “Let us not grow tired of doing
good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So
then, while we have the opportunity (kairós), let us do good to all”
(Gal  6:9-10).

1. Sowing and reaping

In these words, the Apostle evokes the image of sowing and reaping,
so dear to Jesus (cf. Mt  13). Saint Paul speaks to us of a kairós: an
opportune time for sowing goodness in view of a future harvest. What is
this “opportune time” for us? Lent is certainly such an opportune time,
but so is our entire existence, of which Lent is in some way an image.    All
too often in our lives, greed, pride and the desire to possess, accumulate
and consume have the upper hand, as we see from the story of the
foolish man in the Gospel parable, who thought his life was safe and
secure because of the abundant grain and goods he had stored in his
barns (cf. Lk  12:16-21). Lent invites us to conversion, to a change in
mindset, so that life’s truth and beauty may be found not so much in
possessing as in giving, not so much in accumulating as in sowing and
sharing goodness.

The first to sow is God himself, who with great generosity “continues
to sow abundant seeds of goodness in our human family” During Lent
we are called to respond to God’s gift by accepting his word, which is

“living and active” (Heb  4:12). Regular
listening to the word of God makes us
open and docile to his working
(cf. Jas  1:21) and bears fruit in our lives.
This brings us great joy, yet even more, it
summons us to become God’s co-workers
(cf. 1 Cor  3:9). By making good use of

the present time (cf. Eph  5:16), we too can sow seeds of goodness.
This call to sow goodness should not be seen as a burden but a grace,
whereby the Creator wishes us to be actively united with his own bountiful
goodness.

What about the harvest? Do we not sow seeds in order to reap a
harvest? Of course! Saint Paul points to the close relationship between
sowing and reaping when he says: “Anyone who sows sparsely will
reap sparsely as well, and anyone who sows generously will reap
generously as well” (2 Cor  9:6). But what kind of harvest are we talking
about? A first fruit of the goodness we sow appears in ourselves and our
daily lives, even in our little acts of kindness. In God, no act of love, no
matter how small, and no “generous effort” will ever be lost. Just as we
recognize a tree by its fruits (cf. Mt  7:16, 20), so a life full of good deeds
radiates light (cf. Mt  5:14-16) and carries the fragrance of Christ to the
world (cf. 2 Cor  2:15). Serving God in freedom from sin brings forth
fruits of sanctification for the salvation of all (cf. Rom  6:22).

In truth, we see only a small portion of the fruits of what we sow, since,
according to the Gospel proverb, “one sows, while another reaps”
(Jn 4:37). When we sow for the benefit of others, we share in God’s
own benevolent love: “it is truly noble to place our hope in the hidden
power of the seeds of goodness we sow, and thus to initiate processes
whose fruits will be reaped by others” Sowing goodness for the benefit
of others frees us from narrow self-interest, infuses our actions with
gratuitousness, and makes us part of the magnificent horizon of God’s
benevolent plan.
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The word of God broadens and elevates our vision: it tells us that
the real harvest is eschatological, the harvest of the last, undying day.
The mature fruit of our lives and actions is “fruit for eternal life” (Jn  4:36),
our “treasure in heaven” (Lk  12:33; 18:22). Jesus himself uses the image
of the seed that dies in the ground in order to bear fruit as a symbol of
the mystery of his death and resurrection (cf. Jn  12:24); while Saint
Paul uses the same image to speak of the resurrection of our bodies:
“What is sown is perishable, but what is raised is imperishable; what is
sown is contemptible but what is raised is glorious; what is sown is
weak, but what is raised is powerful; what is sown is a natural body, and
what is raised is a spiritual body” (1 Cor  15:42-44). The hope of
resurrection is the great light that the risen Christ brings to the world, for
“if our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we are of all people the
most pitiable. In fact, however, Christ has been raised from the dead, as
the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor  15:19-20). Those
who are intimately united to him in love “by dying a death like his”
(Rom  6:5) will also be united to his resurrection for eternal life
(cf. Jn 5:29). “Then the upright will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father” (Mt  13:43).

2. “Let us not grow tired of doing good”

Christ’s resurrection enlivens earthly hopes with the “great hope”
of eternal life, planting the seed of salvation in our present time Bitter
disappointment at shattered dreams, deep concern for the challenges
ahead and discouragement at the poverty of our resources, can make us
tempted to seek refuge in self-centredness and indifference to the
suffering of others. Indeed, even our best resources have their limitations:
“Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and fall” (Is  40:30).
Yet God “gives strength to the weary, he strengthens the powerless…
Those who hope in the Lord will regain their strength, they will soar on
wings like eagles; though they run they will not grow weary, though they
walk they will never tire» (Is  40:29, 31). The Lenten season calls us to
place our faith and hope in the Lord (cf. 1 Pet  1:21), since only if we fix
our gaze on the risen Christ (cf. Heb  12:2) will we be able to respond to
the Apostle’s appeal, “Let us never grow tired of doing good” (Gal  6:9).

Let us not grow tired of praying. Jesus taught us to “pray always without
becoming weary” ( Lk  18:1). We need to pray because we need God.

Thinking that we need nothing other than ourselves is a dangerous
illusion. If the pandemic has heightened the awareness of our own
personal and social fragility, may this Lent allow us to experience the
consolation provided by faith in God, without whom we cannot stand
firm (cf. Is  7:9). No one attains salvation alone, since we are all in the
same boat, amid the storms of history;    and certainly no one reaches
salvation without God, for only the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ
triumphs over the dark waters of death. Faith does not spare us life’s
burdens and tribulations, but it does allow us to face them in union with
God in Christ, with the great hope that does not disappoint, whose pledge
is the love that God has poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
(cf. Rom  5:1-5).

Let us not grow tired of uprooting evil from our lives. May the
corporal fasting to which Lent calls us fortify our spirit for the battle
against sin. Let us not grow tired of asking for forgiveness in the
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, knowing that God never
tires of forgiving.   Let us not grow tired of fighting against

concupiscence, that weakness which induces
to selfishness and all evil, and finds in the course
of history a variety of ways to lure men and
women into sin One of these is addiction to the
digital media, which impoverishes human
relationships. Lent is a propitious time to resist

these temptations and to cultivate instead a more integral form of human
communication made up of “authentic encounters” face-to-face and in
person.

Let us not grow tired of doing good in active charity towards
our neighbours. During this Lent, may we practise almsgiving by giving
joyfully (cf. 2 Cor 9:7). God who “supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food” (2 Cor  9:10) enables each of us not only to have food to eat,
but also to be generous in doing good to others. While it is true that we
have our entire life to sow goodness, let us take special advantage of this
Lenten season to care for those close to us and to reach out to our
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenampatti
Melur

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
07/02/21

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

300
700

2000
13000

1500
5340

15000
7220

15000
500
500
500

4000
10170

5412
500

3500
400

21290
2300

2000
1200
1500

800
1500

500
200
500

1000
1000
2500
2100
3000

Holy See
14/03/21

250
1000

1500
7950
1000
3400

10000
3440
3800

500
500
500

2000
6526
4998

600
3000

400
2000
2300

1000
1200

500
1000

800
500
200
500

1000

2000
1600
1000

Hunger
Disease
01/04/21

Vocation
Sunday

25/04/21

Good
Friday

02/04/21

1500
2500
4000

76222
87600
15000
24840

106050
42000
51640
10000

500
6230

32000
120192

79549
1000

30000
6000

101820
32000

4200
2300
8450
2000

12630
10000

3500
200

4500
8000
5000

15000
13300
33333

1000
2500
4600

49165
34300

5000
8111

45200
10700
16480

3500
500

4220
5270

24797
35818

1200
15000

3000
80050
20000

5000
2000
5550
3000

11200
2000
2000

200
3000
2500
2000
5000
4600

16666

300
600

1070
10000

4100
3800

500
500

1500

600
2000

2000
2400

1000
1200

500
1000

900
400
200
500
500

2000
2100

800
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brothers and sisters who lie wounded along the path of life (cf. Lk  10:25-
37). Lent is a favourable time to seek out – and not to
avoid – those in need; to reach out – and not to ignore –
those who need a sympathetic ear and a good word; to
visit – and not to abandon – those who are lonely. Let
us put into practice our call to do good to all, and take
time to love the poor and needy, those abandoned and
rejected, those discriminated against and marginalized.

3. “If we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in due time”

Each year during Lent we are reminded that “goodness, together
with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they
have to be realized each day” (ibid., 11). Let us ask God to give us the
patient perseverance of the farmer (cf. Jas  5:7), and to persevere in
doing good, one step at a time. If we fall, let us stretch out our hand to
the Father, who always lifts us up. If we are lost, if we are misled by the
enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return to God, who “is
generous in forgiving” (Is  55:7). In this season of conversion, sustained
by God’s grace and by the communion of the Church, let us not grow
tired of doing good. The soil is prepared by fasting, watered by prayer
and enriched by charity. Let us believe firmly that “if we do not give up,
we shall reap our harvest in due time” and that, with the gift of
perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised (cf. Heb  10:36), for
our salvation and the salvation of others (cf. 1 Tim  4:16). By cultivating
fraternal love towards everyone, we are united to Christ, who gave his
life for our sake (cf. 2 Cor  5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of
the joy of the kingdom of heaven, when God will be “all in all” (1
Cor  15:28).

May the Virgin Mary, who bore the Saviour in her womb and
“pondered all these things in her heart” (Lk  2:19), obtain for us the gift
of patience. May she accompany us with her maternal presence, so
that this season of conversion may bring forth fruits of eternal salvation. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 11 November, 2021, Memorial of Saint
Martin, Bishop.
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
04/07/21

Opus
08/12/21

Communi-
cation Day
11/07/21

Prision
Ministry
15/08/21

Bible
Sunday
26/09/21

Mission
Sunday
17/10/21

African
Mission
01/11/21

Peter the
Apostle
21/11/21

500
500

1000
3000
3000
4000

500
500

2000

3000
400

2000

400
500
500
800
900
350
200
500
500

2000

750

500
500

1500

800
3000
3320
2000

500
500

8420

2000
400

5650

400
500
500
600

1000
400
200
500
500

2000

700

500
500

1500

800
3000
3280

500
500

1300
2000

2000
400

2000

400
500
500
500

350
200
500
500

1000

700

1000
500

2000
3050

2000
5400
3740
2000

500
500

1300
7280
4500

3000
400

3810

1500
500
500
500

500
200
500

2000
1500
1000

3300
7500

21160
70000
14000
16000

230000
50030
64020

9500

8500
11000

202380
315525

49250
50000
10000
83700
30000

4000
9000

10000
5000
3830

5200
1500
8220

30000
31111
31113

2000
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -  01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

Holy
Childhood
07/02/21

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Murugathuranpatti
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)
Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Packianathapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Sempatti Mission
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

2000

2000
1121

10000
1000
1500
1000

700
11111

1900
12500

3100
500

1000
1500
1500
1300
8500

8000

2000
7060

1000
7429

10000

4100
1000
4000
6240
4340

Holy See
14/03/21

500

2000

3000
1000

500
4060
1500

11200
1200

500
1000

600
1400
1200
4000

2000

1100
6630

1000
8292

4000

1000

1500
4090

Hunger
Disease
01/04/21

Vocation
Sunday

25/04/21

Good
Friday

02/04/21

3000
7000

32000
105000

14000
13000

5000
60120
10000

130000
6100

15000
15000

6000
8000

12600
35000

4040
68140

4000
71585

1100
5000

50264
20000
45000

11000
10000

2500
27080

1000

4727
20000

4250
5000

1500
20655

3500
30000

4050
5000

10000
1500
4000
3400

30000
2810

16915

2500

700
5000

32451
50000
40000

17000
15500

7040
22410

500

500
3340
1020

10000
1000

500
1000

600
1000
1000
3500

2000

750

4861

4000

2000
1000

1000
3630

250
600
500

1500
7940
1000
1500
5000
3400
2100

500
500

1000
1300
7040
6500

550
2000

400
8400
2000

800
1000

600
500

280
200
500

1000
1510

800

600
500

2000
8030
1000
1000
5000
3200
3800

500

1000
1300
7060
6000

480
3000

400

2000

1000
500
500

340
200
500

1000
1630

800

1000
500

9160
2000
2000
5000
3000
3300

500

1300
7020
7200

500
2000

400
2000
2000

1000
500
500

480
200
500

1000
1930
1000
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Collection as on 24.02.2022         39,27,855.58
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

2600

1500
8850

7500
250

1000
4000

277633

Holy
Childhood
07/02/21

Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar
Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai

J.A. College Periyakulam
Fr. Xavier Arul Rayan
Christ Hall Seminary
Karumathur
Total

Holy See
14/03/21

2500

1500
1000

8600
200

1000
1400

142636

21000
1000

15000
42584

165000
350

2200
8000

2004719

Hunger
Disease
01/04/21

Vocation
Sunday

25/04/21

Good
Friday

02/04/21

10500
2500

10000
7390

71260
1100
2500

12000

913285

1500

1000

82371
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36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

400

500

500
2000

500
11500

800
500

1000
600

1000
1000
3500

2000

715

1270

5000

1500
1000

1500
1100

450

500

500
2000
1000

10500
750
500

1000
1500

1000

2000

650

1074
5361

4000

2000
1000

1000
3470

400

500

700
1000
1000

10300
750
500

1000
600

1000

2000

700

1134

3000
1000
1500
1500

1200
1320

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
04/07/21

Opus
08/12/21

Communi-
cation Day
11/07/21

Prision
Ministry
15/08/21

Bible
Sunday

26/09/21

Mission
Sunday
17/10/21

African
Mission
01/11/21

Peter the
Apostle
21/11/21

500

2000
500

500
2000
1500

10800
1450

500
1000
3300
1500
1000

3000

750

1277
2726

5000
1000
4000
1500

1500
2280

2300

63000
13000
15000

6000
50000
20000

201000
5400

20000
10000

6000
25500
18000

160100
6080

40600

15000

21859
485000

75000
35000
72200
18500

17380
35430

450

2000

500
2000
1500

10800
1480
1000
1000
1500
1000
1000
3500

2000

600

1584
3726

4000
1000
1500
1500

1500
2100

1500

200
2000
1500

11500
1000
1100
1000

600
1000
1000
3500

1000

650

2121
5300

3000
1000
1500
1000

2100
4250

1500

400
2000
1500

10100
1420

900
1000

600
1000
1000
3500

1000

1912
1200

4000
1000
1500

2900
3150

Mass Received From Parishes

T. Vadipatti ( 1500 Masses)              1,50,000.00
T. Sindalacherry (100 Masses) 10,000.00

 Collection as on 24.02.2022                 1,60,000.00
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2021 - 24.02.2022
St. Peter’s

Pence
04/07/21

2000

1500
1100

1000

71285

Opus
08/12/21

Communi-
cation Day
11/07/21

Prision
Ministry
15/08/21

Bible
Sunday

26/09/21

Mission
Sunday
17/10/21

African
Mission
01/11/21

Peter the
Apostle
21/11/21

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

1500
1500
1050

1000

81695

2000

1000

57534

103000
11000
50000

8865

175000

50757
10000

50000
2000

85000

3367810

2050

1500
1000

10000

1287
1500

125747

1000
2000
1000

1000

104263

2100

1500
1000

10000

1295
1485

120541

2200

1500
1000

10000

1191
1000

114463

KANI (Seminarians Fund)

Opening Balance as on 24.01.2022               37,94,530.67
Society of Franciscan Sisters of the Presentation of
Mary Shantha Provincialate, Nagamalai Pudukottai   50,000.00
Mr. J. John Peter, Bastin Nagar   25,000.00
The Congregation of the Sisters of the Chavanad, Annagar   20,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, T. Sindalacherry   15,000.00
Mr. Joseph Sahayaraj & Janic Sahayaraj, Michaelpalayam   10,000.00
Mic Jordan Sri Udaya, Anna Nagar   10,000.00
Mr. Aswin Kulandairaj & Mrs. Amala Ilakiah, Gnanaolivupuram   10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Othaiyal   10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, K. Pudur   10,000.00
Mr. Adaikalaraj Mrs. Nirmal Shanthi, Kuzhapanpatti     5,000.00
The Madurai Capuchin Society, Thirumangalam     5,000.00
Mr. Arumainathan, Gnanaolivupuram     5,000.00
Kanagaviola, Bibikulam     3,000.00
Vinoth Kumar, Bibikulam     3,000.00
Mrs. Viyakula Selvi, Gnanaolivupuram     2,000.00
Mr. Michael Arul Rayan &  Mrs. Packia Selvi, Gnanaolivupuram     2,000.00
Mrs. Savariammal, Bibikulam        2,000.00

         39,81,530.67
Less:
      Payment for Little Flower Seminary - 2,03,916.00
      Payment of St. Paul’s Seminary      -    61,100.00
      Bank SMS Charge      -              1.50
                                                                          2,65,017.50 2,65,017.50

    Closing Balance as on 24.02.2022          37,16,513.17

Cash in Hand -  Nil
Cash at Bank - 37,16,513.17

37,16,513.17

HOLY CHILDHOOD  COLLECTION - 13/02/2022

Batlagundu 31,100.00
Bastin Nagar 16,020.00
Anna Nagar 15,890.00
Sundaranatchiapuram 12,500.00
Bibikulam 10,100.00
T. Sindalacherry   4,100.00
Rayappanpatti   4,000.00
Thummichinampatti   4,000.00
Devadanam   3,000.00
Melur   2,200.00
Periyakulam   1,000.00

Collection as on 24.02.2022       1,03,910.00
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LII. At the Footsteps of our Elder Brothers .
Fr. Alexis Diamond Raj:  Prof. Suguna, the then editor of Sevai wrote
on the New Year Day 1997 at his coloumn that the poor of the
Archdiocese have lost one of their precious sons, and continued that as
a precious diamond shines at all sides, the Archdiocese had a priceless
Diamond which illumined thousands of huts at our Archdiocese. Yes, the
usual jubillous New Year Day became black in 1997. It was the day that
Fr. Diamond’s demise came as a shock to many. As he went to his
sister’s house in Salem to celebrate New Year Mass there he had a
massive heart ache and the good Lord took to Himself on that day. The
next day was the funeral and thousands and thousands of people, from
every walks of life such as the poor, the beneficiaries of MMSSS,
Members of Minority Forum, the former Mayor of the city, Politicians,
Social Activists, members from People’s Watch, NGO-s of Maduari,
Merchants of Madurai, Press people, Leaders of Christian Churches,
Lutherans, Anglicans and Salvation Army, Leaders from Muslim Jamat,
Madurai Corporation Council Members etc. came to pay their homage
to this precious people’s priest.
Why were there so much tears in the eyes of the faithful and the common
men and women? Why was there such a motorcade procession from
bishop’s house to St. Mary’s to pay homage to this diocesan priest? Why
had so weeping eyes ran to have a final glimpse of the face of this
people’s-priest? It is because the crowd gathered loved him so much. It
was because the priest who tirelessly fought for the rights of the poor
and helped them could no more be seen. Those who came to pay their
last respect to this people’s priest were not only the Christians but people
from all walks of faith. Prominent lay people who always involved
themselves at Church activities spoke about this Diamond. Prof. Jesuraja
spoke about how Fr. Diamond was a backbone to Seva Sangam; Prof.
James remembered the interfaith activities and a mega Minority Forum
Manaadu convened by him at Thamukkam; Mr. Albert Lobo placed it in
records Fr. Diamond’s the prophetic ministry he exercised for the dalit

Historical Notes – Madura Mission
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and the oppressed people. His close friend, Prof. Devasahayam
rememebered how he sent him off to Salem the previous day after a
hectic work of MMSSS and the discussion over Peoples Watch. His
predecessor Fr. A. Arockiasamy paid euology to this brother priest. His
whole priestly life and ministry were shared by all with tears and gratitude.
Fr. Diamond was born in Saveriarpattinam and joined the Apostolic School
in Madurai. After having had his spiritual formation at St. Peter’s
Seminary and Philosophical formation at Christ Hall Seminary, Karumattur
he was sent to Canada for Theology and he was ordained a priest in
Canada. After his ordination he came back to the Archdiocese and he
was appointed as a parish priest in Virudunagar in 1983. He ministered
there only for three months and he was transferred to MMSSS and became
its Director. And there a new Age dawned at MMSSS, the Multiple
Social Service Society of Madurai. The eleven years (1984 – 1995) were
the golden years. Then he became the Director of Nobili Pasroral Center
and co-ordinator of Commissions in 1995 upto his demise (1997).
Walking carefully at the ecclesial path of his predecessors, Fr. Sumira,
Fr. Chalko and Fr. Arockiasamy, but with audacity Fr. ADR ventured
into the social and untrodden path of MMSSS in to order to empower the
poor and the oppressed. He founded many organs of this great
ecclesiastical Institution MMSSS, such as MAPS, MITE, ICA, CHAM,
SLAM, MIMA etc. which were carefully designed out of ecclesiastical
jurisdiction and thus embraced the whole suffering humanity. He was
instrumental to form AMA Trust for the Dalit people’s welfare and played
a cardinal role to form MARIA GRACE (in the name of late Archbishop
Marianus Arokiasamy), PEOPLES WATCH, UCF, INSART etc.
Just before Christmas Fr. Adr went with His Grace Arokiasamy for
Mission Appeal to Canada and they obtained a lot of resources for the
people; then Archbishop Arokiasamy commissioned him convene a
National Protest Meeting at New Delhi presided by Archbishop himself
agaist the injustice of reservation rights to Christian Dalits; then before
Christmas he also, as per the command of the Archbishop, organised
protest meeting and processions at all district headquarters of the
Archdiocese to focus the injustice exercised on reservation rights of SC

ST people; then he was busy in arranging press meet for Christmas and
uniting all the pastors and priests of the city in one umbrella. Such a
precious Diamond was taken back quickly by the heavenly diamond
merchant.
Fr. Adr was an ardent Lieutenant to Archbishop Arokiasamy, who totally
entrusted with him all the social, economical, charitable and humane
services of the Archdiocese to the poor. Whatever he entrusted to Fr.
Adr, His Grace was sure to accomplish success in those ventures.
Archbishop Arokiasamy’s huge political influence in Tamilnadu and his
state level leadership in Christian Minority Forum was fully backed by
the hardwork of this commander-in-chief. Not only he spent his whole
life in organising and founding institutional wings for the welfare of the
people, he also consecrated himself to the upliftment of the grassroot
communities welfare.
How many nights and dawns he was staying at remote villages planning
with people and executing schemes for the villagers such as digging
wells, borewells, building stretches of houses, offering roofs for the huts,
forming women’s cells, building schools, building water tanks in the hills,
digging ponds for kodaikanal people etc. “Hard work… hard work…
and hard work…Project A… Project B… and Project C…” – this was
the continuous rhythm of his heart beat everyday.
The special charism of Adr was that he always worked with a dozen of
friends, both priests and lay collaborators. He established various projects
in MMSSS and designed schemes in order to achieve that goal. All the
money procured were for the poor and used for the poor only. Poor
people’s Money, the money to save thousands of miserable lives, did not
leak out in dirty hands. The dreams and visions of MMSSS, the Multiple
Social Service Society of the Archdiocese, were engraved in bold
diamond letters by the dedicated priestly ministry of this precious priest.
Long live the precious name of Fr. Diamond Raj and let it inspire many
young priests who are visionaries and Saviours of the suffering poor in
the Archdiocese and elsewhere. (to be continued)

         – Fr. Jodir.
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ek; NguhaH mtHfspd;
jtf;fhyr; Rw;Wkly; - 2022

(,k;kly; jtf;fhyj;jpd; ,uz;lhk; QhapW – 13 khHr; 2022 –
md;W ek; caHkiwkhtl;lj;jpd; midj;J gq;F

Myaq;fspYk;> Jwtw ,y;yq;fspYk; thrpf;fg;gl Ntz;Lk;)

“ed;ik nra;tjpy; kdk; jsuhjpUg;Nghkhf! ehk; jsHr;rp
milahjpUe;jhy;> jf;f fhyj;jpy; mWtil nra;Nthk;. Mifahy;>

,d;Dk; fhyk; ,Uf;Fk;NghNj vy;yhUf;Fk; ed;ik nra;a
Kd;tUNthk;” (fyh 6:9-10)

md;gpw;fpdpa rNfhju FUf;fNs> ,Ughy; JwtpaHfNs> md;ghd
,iwkf;fNs>

fpwp];Jtpd; ngauhy; tho;j;Jf;fs;! ,j;jtf;fhyr; Rw;Wkly; topahf
cq;fNshL ciuahLtjpy; kfpo;fpNwd;. ,NaR fpwp];Jtpd; ,wg;G kw;Wk;
capHg;G vd;Dk; gh];fh kiwnghUSf;F ek;ik mioj;Jr; nry;Yk;
jtf;fhyk; jdpegH kw;Wk; FOkg; GJg;gpj;jYf;fhd cfe;j Neukhf
mikfpwJ. ek; 2022Mk; Mz;L jtf;fhyg; gazj;jpd; rpe;jidahf> Gdpj
gTy; fyhj;jpaUf;F toq;Fk;

,t;twpTiuia vLj;Jf;nfhs;Nthk;: “ed;ik nra;tjpy; kdk;
jsuhjpUg;Nghkhf! ehk; jsHr;rp milahjpUe;jhy;> jf;f fhyj;jpy; mWtil
nra;Nthk;. Mifahy;> ,d;Dk; fhyk; ,Uf;Fk;NghNj vy;yhUf;Fk; ed;ik
nra;a Kd;tUNthk;” (fyh 6:9-10).
1. tpijj;jYk; mWtil nra;jYk ;

,NaRTf;F kpfTk; neUf;fkhd (fhz;. kj; 13) tpijj;jy; kw;Wk;
mWtil nra;jy; vd;Dk; cUtfq;fis jpUj;J}jH ifahSfpd;whH. ‘jf;f
fhyk;’ vd;W gTy; vijf; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whH? jtf;fhyk; vd;gJ jFe;j
fhyk;. ek; xl;Lnkhj;j tho;Tk; jFe;j fhyk;. Vnddpy;> jtf;fhyk; xU
tifapy; ek; xl;Lnkhj;j tho;tpd; cUtfkhf mikfpwJ. ek; tho;tpy;
gy Neuq;fspy; Nguhir> Mztk;> kw;Wk; jd;Dilikahf;Fk;> Ftpj;J
itf;Fk; EfHT Nkhfj;Jf;fhd NguhHtk; Mfpait NkNyhq;fp epw;fpd;wd.
Vnddpy; epiwar; Nrfhpj;jy; ekf;Fg; ghJfhg;G jUtjhf vz;ZfpNwhk;.

(fhz;. Y}f; 12:16-21). jtf;fhyk; ek;ik kdkhw;wj;jpw;Fk;
kdg;ghq;fpy; khw;wk; ngwTk; miof;fpd;wJ. ,t;thwhf> tho;tpd;
cz;ikAk; moFk; jd;Dilikahf;Ftjpy; my;y> khwhf nfhLg;gjpYk;>
Nrfhpj;J itg;gjpy; my;y> khwhf> tpijg;gjpYk; ed;ikiag; gfpHtjpYk;
mlq;fpAs;sJ vd mwpfpNwhk;.

flTNs Kjypy; tpijg;gtH. ‘ed;ikj;jdk; epiw tpijfis ek;
khDlf; FLk;gj;jpd;Nky;’ (midtUk; cld;gpwe;NjhH> 54) mtNu
jhuhskhf tpijf;fpd;whH. jtf;fhyj;jpy; ‘capUs;s Mw;wy; kpf;f’ (fhz;.
vgp 4:12) ,iwthHj;ijiaf; Nfl;gjd; topahf mtUila nfhilia
Vw;Wf;nfhs;Nthk;. njhlHe;J Nfl;gjd; topahf mjd; nraiy ek;
tho;tpy; fz;L (fhz;. ahf;1:21) ehk; fdp jUfpd;Nwhk;. ,t;thwhf> ehk;
flTspd; cld;gilg;ghsHfshf khWfpd;Nwhk;

(fhz;. 1 nfhhp 3:9). ,f;fhyj;ij KOikahfg; gad;gLj;jp (fhz;. vNg
5:16) ehk; ed;ikj;jdj;ij tpijf;fyhk;. ed;ikj;jdj;ij tpijg;gJ xU
Rik my;y> khwhf> mUs;. Vnddpy;> ,jd; topahfNt flTspd;
ed;ikj;jdj;NjhL ehk; ,ize;jpUf;fpd;Nwhk;.

mWtil vd;why; vd;d? mWtil nra;tjw;fhfj;jhNd ehk;
tpijf;fpNwhk;! ‘Fiwthf tpijg;gtH FiwthfTk;> epiwthf tpijg;gtH
epiwthfTk; mWtil nra;fpwhH’ (fhz;. 2 nfhhp 9:60) vd;fpwhH gTy;.
ehk; tpijf;Fk; ed;ikj;jdj;jpd; Kjw;fdp ek; md;whl tho;tpy;> rpwpa

,uf;fr; nray;fspYk; ntspg;gLfpwJ. ve;jnthU md;Gr; nraYk;> ve;jj;
jhuhs Kaw;rpAk; flTspy;  tPzhtjpy;iy  (fhz;.  ew;nra;jpapd; kfpo;r;rp>
279).  xU  kuj;jpd;  ,ay;ig  mjd; fdpfisf; nfhz;L ehk; mwptJ
Nghy (fhz;. kj; 7:16> 20)> ed;ikj;jdk; epiwe;j tho;f;if xspHe;J
(fhz;. kj; 5:14-16)> fpwp];Jtpd; eWkzj;ij cyfpd;Nky; tPrr; nra;fpwJ
(fhz;. 2 nfhhp 2:15). ghtj;jpypUe;J tpLjiy ngw;W ehk; flTSf;Fg;
gzp GhptJ midtUf;Fk; J}a tho;itj; jUfpwJ (fhz;. cNuh 6:22).

ehk; kw;wtHfspd; eyDf;fhf tpijf;Fk;NghJ flTspd; ed;ikepiw
md;gpy; gq;Nfw;fpNwhk;. FWfpa jd;tpUg;gj;jpypUe;J ,J ek;ik
tpLtpj;J> ew;nfhilfshy; ek; nray;fis epiwj;J> ed;ikepiw
,iwj;jpl;lj;jpy; gq;Nfw;fr; nra;fpwJ.

cz;ikahd mWtil ,Wjpehs;fspy; ele;NjWfpwJ vd;fpwJ
,iwthHj;ij. ek; tho;T kw;Wk; nray;fspd; fdp ‘epiytho;Tf;fhd
fdpahf’ (fhz;. Nahth 4:36)> ‘tpz;Zyfpd; nry;tkhf’ (fhz;. Y}f;
12:33) KjpHr;rp milfpwJ.
2. ‘ed;ik nra;tjpy; ehk; kdk; jsu Ntz;lhk;!’

nehWf;fg;gl;l fdTfs;> ek;Kd; epw;fpd;w rthy;fs; gw;wpa ftiyfs;>
tsq;fs; Fiwthy; tUfpd;w  NrhHT  Mfpait  ekf;Fs;NsNa  ek;ik
milj;Jf;nfhs;sj; J}z;b>  kw;wtHfspd; Jd;gq;fisf;
fz;Lnfhs;shky; ,Uf;fr; nra;ayhk;. ek; ek;gpf;ifiaAk;
vjpHNehf;ifAk; Mz;ltHNky; itf;f (fhz;. 1 NgJ 1:21) jtf;fhyk; ek;ik
miof;fpwJ. Vnddpy;> ,NaRtpd;kPJ fz;fisg; gjpa itf;Fk;NghJjhd;
(fhz;. vgp 12:2)> ed;ik nra;tjpy; ehk; jsHr;rp milahky;,Ug;Nghk;.
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,iwNtz;lypy; kdk; jsu Ntz;lhk; ! ‘kde;jsuhky; vg;NghJk;
,iwtdplk; kd;whl Ntz;Lk;’ (fhz;. Y}f; 18:1) vd ,NaR ekf;Ff;
fw;gpj;jhH. ek;ikj; jtpu NtW vJTk; ekf;F Ntz;lhk; vd epidg;gJ
Mgj;jhd khia. ngUe;njhw;wpd;NghJ ek; jdpg;gl;l kw;Wk; r%f
nehWq;Fepiyia ehk;  mwpe;Jnfhz;Nlhk; vd;why;>  ,iwek;gpf;if
jUfpd;w  MWjiy ,j;jtf;fhyj;jpy; ehk; mDgtpg;Nghk;. Vnddpy;>
,iwek;gpf;if ,d;wp ehk; epiyj;Jepw;f ,ayhJ (fhz;. vrh 7:9).
ek;gpf;if  ek;  tho;tpd;  RikfisAk;  Jd;gq;fisAk;  mfw;Wtjpy;iy.
Mdhy;>  flTNshL fpwp];Jtpy; ,ize;J vjpHNehf;Fld; mtw;iw
vjpHnfhs;sr; nra;fpwJ. ‘,e;j vjpHNehf;F ekf;F Vkhw;wk; jUtjpy;iy.
Vnddpy;> ehk; ngw;Ws;s J}a Mtpapd; topaha;f; flTspd; md;G ek;
cs;sq;fspy; nghopag;gl;Ls;sJ’ (fhz;. cNuh 5:5).

jPikia ek; tho;tpypUe;J mfw;Wtjpy; kdk; jsu Ntz;lhk;!
jtf;fhyj;jpy; ehk; Nkw;nfhs;Sk; Nehd;G kw;Wk; cly;rhH xWj;jy;
Kaw;rpfs; jPikAldhd Nghuhl;lj;jpy; ek;ik cWjpg;gLj;Jfpd;wd.
xg;GuT mUsilahsj;jpy; ,iwtdpd; kd;dpg;igg; ngWtjpy; ehk; kdk;
jsu Ntz;lhk;! Vnddpy;>  kd;dpg;gjpy;  flTs;  kdk;  jsHtjpy;iy.
rpw;wpd;g Ntl;ifAld; NghuhLtjpy; ehk; kdk; jsu Ntz;lhk;! ,e;j
tYtpd;ikNa  jd;dyj;jpw;Fk;  kw;w  vy;yhj; jPikf;Fk; ek;ikj;
J}z;LfpwJ. gy;NtW topfspy; kdpjHfisg; ghtj;jpy; js;SfpwJ (fhz;.
midtUk; cld;gpwe;NjhH> 166). ,tw;wpy; xd;Wjhd; vz;zpay;
Clfq;fs;ghy; vOk; Nghij> ngUehl;lk;. ,J kdpj cwTfis
cUf;Fiyf;fpwJ. ,j;jifa ghtehl;lr; Nrhjidfis ntd;W> xUtH
kw;wtNuhL cz;ikahd cwtpy; ,izaTk; (fhz;. NkyJ> 43)>
KfKfkha;r; re;jpf;Fk; kdpj cwTfisf; nfhz;lhlTk; (fhz;. NkyJ>
50) jtf;fhyk; Vw;w fhykhFk;.

ekf;F   mLj;jpUg;gtHfSf;Fr;  nra;Ak;   gpwud;Gr;   nray;fspy;
kdk;   jsu   Ntz;lhk;! ,j;jtf;fhyj;jpy; kfpo;r;rpepiw cs;sj;NjhL
ehk; jHkk; nra;Nthk; (fhz;. 2 nfhhp 9:7). ed;ik nra;tjw;F ek;
tho;f;if KOtJk; Neuk; ,Ue;jhYk;> ,j;jtf;fhyj;jpy; rpwg;ghd
ed;ikfs; nra;Nthk;. ekf;F mUfpypUg;gtHfSf;Fk;> topapy; fhak;gl;Lf;
fplf;Fk; (fhz;. Y}f; 10:25-37) ek;  rNfhju rNfhjhpfSf;Fk; ghpT
fhl;LNthk;. NjitapypUg;gtHfis xJf;Ftjw;F my;y> khwhf Njbr;
nry;y> ghpTepiw fhJfisAk; ey;y thHj;ijiaAk; Vq;fp epw;gtHfis
myl;rpak; nra;a my;y> khwhf> mutizj;Jf;nfhs;s jtf;fhyk; cfe;j
fhykhFk;. midtUf;Fk; ed;ik nra;tjw;fhd miog;ig Vw;W>
twpatiuAk; Njitapy; ,Ug;gtHfisAk;> iftplg;gl;ltHfisAk;
xJf;fg;gl;ltHfisAk;> jho;j;jg;gl;ltHfisAk; Xuq;fl;lg;gl;ltHfisAk;

md;G nra;Nthk; (fhz;. midtUk; cld;gpwe;NjhH> 193).
3. ehk ; jsHr;r p  milahjpUe;jhy;> jf ;f fhyj;jpy;  mWtil
nra;Nthk ; !

‘md;G> ePjp> xUikg;ghL Mfpatw;Wld; ,ize;j ed;ikj;jdk; xNu
ehspy; my;y> khwhf> xt;nthU ehSk; czug;gLfpwJ’ (fhz;. NkyJ>
11) vd;W jtf;fhyj;jpy; ekf;F epidT+l;lg;gLfpwJ. gaphpLgthplk; cs;s
nghWikld; $ba tplhKaw;rpia flTsplk; Ntz;LNthk; (fhz;. ahf;
5:7). xt;nthU nghOJk; tplhKaw;rpAld; ed;ik nra;Nthk;. jtwp
tpOk;NghJ> vg;NghJk; J}f;fp tpLfpd;w je;ijia Nehf;fp ek; ifia
ePl;LNthk;. ehk; fhzhky; Nghdhy;> jPNahdpd; <Hg;Gfshy; topjtwpr;
nrd;why; flTsplk; jpUk;gp tuj; jaq;f Ntz;lhk;. mtH kd;dpg;gjpy;
jhuhs cs;sj;jpdH (vrh 55:7). kdkhw;wj;jpd; ,f;fhyj;jpy;>
,iwaUshYk; jpUmitapd; NjhoikahYk; jhq;fg; ngw;W> ed;ik
nra;tjpy; ehk; kdk; jsuhky; ,Ug;Nghkhf!

kdk; Nehd;gpdhy; jahHnra;ag;ngw;W> ,iwNtz;lyhy;
eP&l;lg;ngw;W> gpwud;Gr; nray;fshy; tsik milfpwJ. ‘ehk; jsHr;rp
milahjpUe;jhy;> jf;f fhyj;jpy; mWtil nra;Nthk;’ vd;gij cWjpahf
ek;gp> tplhKaw;rp vd;Dk; nfhiliaf; iff;nfhz;L> ek; kPl;Gf;fhfTk;
gpwhpd; kPl;Gf;fhfTk; (fhz;. 1 jpnkh 4:16) thf;fspf;fg;gl;lij (fhz;.
vgp 10:36) ehk; milNthk;. midtHNkYk; rNfhju md;G fhl;Ltjd;
topahf ekf;fhfj; jd; capiuj; je;j fpwp];JNthL (fhz;. 2 nfhhp 5:14-
15) ehk; ,ize;jpUf;fpNwhk;.

kPl;giuj; jd; tapw;wpy; jhq;fp> ‘midj;ijAk; jd; cs;sj;jpy; gjpj;Jr;
rpe;jpj;j’ (fhz;. Y}f; 2:19) fd;dp khpah> nghWik vd;Dk; nfhilia
ekf;Fg; ngw;Wj; jUthuhf! kdkhw;wj;jpd; ,f;fhyk; epiyahd kPl;gpd;
fdpfisj; jUtjw;Fj; jd; jha;ikepiw cldpUg;ghy; ek;NkhL
gazpg;ghuhf!

,j;jtf;fhyk;   cq;fSf;F   mUspd;   fhykhf   miktjhf!
,iwtd;   cq;fis   epiwthf MrPHtjpg;ghuhf!

md;gpdpy; Nrit kyu cq;fs; NguhaH>

+ NkjF KidtH me;Njhdp ghg;Grhkp
NguhaH> kJiu caHkiwkhtl;lk;

jpUj;J}J epHthfp> Fopj;Jiw kiwkhtl;lk;

(jOty;: jtf;fhyj;jpw;fhd jpUj;je;ijapd; nra;jp 2022> cNuhik> 11
etk;gH 2021)


