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THE VOICE OF THE PASTOR

‘ Dear brother priests and sisters,

Greetings and Prayerful wishes in the
name of Our Lord Jesus! The month of
November 1s dedicated to the dead. In the
very beginning itselt we have two major
celebrations, in remembrance of the dead,

namely 1) the All Saints” Day and 2) the All
Souls” Day.

All Saints’ Day provides us with the

opportunity to commemorate and celebrate

the lives of Christian saints who made positive contributions
to the soclety. Saints-not only those canonized by the Catholic
Church, but we celebrate all faithful followers of Jesus
throughout Church in history. It's a feast day remembering
those who have gone before us, honoring their lives and
taithfulness. We come together to celebrate continued
communion with saints throughout the ages, recognizing their
continued participation in the body of Christ. It is a reminder
of what we can all achieve if we dedicate ourselves to doing
good and leading righteous lives. It gives us a chance to
recognize the diversity of faith around the world and build
bridges between our beliefs. It reminds us that despite our
differences, we can come together in peace to celebrate life. It
also serves as a reminder of how people can lead seltless lives
and place others before themselves. Saints are remembered
for their courage, commitment, and dedication to helping
others, making it important for us to pay tribute to them on
this spemal day! In a way it is a success story of the Catholic
Church. In communion with them we can formulate our lives
on earth.

On the other hand, during All Souls’ Day we remember
and pray for all those who have gone before us but had not
attained their eternal rest. The second book of Maccabeus tells
us that, “it is theretfore a holy and wholesome thought to pray
for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins,”(12:46). The
Church teaches that prayer, particularly the Mass, and
sacrifices may be offered on behalf of the souls in purgatory.
This feast of All Souls differs from the Nov. 1 feast of All
Saints precisely because it offers prayers for the eternal peace
and heavenly rest of all those who died in a state of grace,
but not totally purified. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
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says, “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still
‘ imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal
salvation; but after death they undergo purification so as to
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.”
Hence, our continued prayer is needed for their eternal rest.
The Church also grants indulgences when a Catholic 1) visits
a cemetery to pray for the dead, 11) goes to confession, ii1) attends
Mass and receives the Eucharist and 1v) prays for the intentions
of the pope. An indulgence is a remission of the temporal
punishment one deserves for one’s sins; we can seek the
indulgence on behalt of a loved one who has died or, especially
in the month ot November, for an unknown soul in purgatory.

The beauty of November is a time for human beings to
express love for each other - not only by praying for the dead,
but also by expressing our solidarity with the living. Famlly
members, friends, relatives and neighbors gather together at
the cemetery to offer prayers. This experience helps each of us
realize our fragile destiny before we die, and reminds us that
only God can save us. This encourages us to live better with
God and with others. Robin Sharma, the author of the famous
book “Who will cry when you die?” rightly says that it you
don’t act on life, life has the habit of act on you. Remembering
the dead 1s also to act on our life, to perfect it or at least to
make 1t useful. The same author says, “Wisdom is knowing
what to do next, skill 1s knowing how to do it, and virtue is
doing it.” It is the right time to be virtuous. I would like to
highlight some of the powerful lessons to be learnt from that
book. They are: 1) learning to be Silent, 11) Every Day, being
Kind to Stranger, 1i1) not to fear the future, 1v) not to consume
everything we see, v) to focus on what we have, vi) spending 4
time with our family and last but not least vii) learning to
Forgive. This will help us improve our life, transform it, face
the future and to prepare for the eternal.

Therefore, my dear brother priests and sisters, in
communion with the saints and souls of our ancestors, let us
offer ourselves, as our mother Mary was offered to God in the
Temple by Joachim and Ann (Nov. 21), as blameless gifts.

May God bless you!
Devotedly yours in the Lord,

4+ k}%ffw

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai
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Avchbishop's November Engagements

01 Wed All Saints’ Day

02 Thu All Souls’ Day

03 Fri E Holy Mass, Melakovilpatty

04-05 Pastoral Visit

08 Wed M Society Meeting

E Mass at Holy Cross Provincialate, Mdurai

10 Fri M Jubilee Celebration, CIC Provincialate

11 Sat M St Lourdes Church, K. Pudur

13-18 St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

19 Sun M Pastoral Visit

20 Mon E Feast Mass, Presentation Sisters,
Nagamalai Pudukottai

21 Tue Monthly Recollection & Mass for the
Deceased at Cathedral

24 Fri E Confirmation, Theni

25 Sat E Feast Mass, Vilangudi

26 Sun E Episcopal Consecration at Sivagangai

27 Mon M Jubilee Celebration, St Britto’s Schoo],
Gnanaolivuouram

(Timings: Morning 11amto 12.30pm — Evening 5pm t06.30pm)

Monday & Tuesday — Diocesan Priests
Wednesday — Lay Faithful
Thursday — Grace Day
Friday — Religious Priests
Saturday — Sisters

. Fathers are requested to get the appointments not on the particular day but on beforehand.
. The parishioners can ask for the appointments through their respective parish priests.
. Exceptin urgent cases, the appointments will be made possible only on the allotted
days. Without proper appointments no one can meet the Archbishop.

. There won't be any appointments on Thursdays and Sundays.

. Appointments may be fixed by calling the Archbishop’s Secretary at +91 94433 86761
or by mailing to abssecretarymdu@gmail.com.

. Appointments are subject to change. - Archbishop’s Secretary
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& Pope’s General Prayer Intention
b For the Pope: Wepray for theHoly Father; ashefulfillshis
AN mission, may he continueto accompany theflock entrusted
to him, with the help of the Holy Spirit.
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MATGY: 01
1. Siovg) et Syeuwid, Gyt - meuibuit 21
2. Silevg) Sei Syeuwid, dSlemmiuy - meuibuf 21
3. 25 ieuit yeuwid, Ggaf) - mheuibLIt 21

SOLEBGHETO LT YD LEGSSBMHWIHEBSGV, HVVDHHTBHGO
SDDOSHEOBHGHO 6760(5) VTOHHBEBO OBLGIBEDBO.
+ Bugnwit H5Co et vrdgarms

HAPPY FEAST

The Archbishop & the Archdiocesan Priests wish the following religious

congregations, serving in our Archdiocese, a blessed Feast Day.

Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo (SCB) - 4" November
Sons of Mercitul Love (FAM) - 20™ November
Presentation Sisters of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (PBVM)

Franciscan Sisters of the Presentation

of Mary (FSPM)

2 1**November

2 15:November

9
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Please Note

Episcopal Ordination

TheEpiscopa Ordination of M sgr. L our du Anandam who hasbeen elected
as the 3 Bishop of Sivagangai, will beon 26 November 2023 at 4.00pm
at St. Justin’s Hr. Sec. School Campus,Sivagangai. In the name of His
Grace and the Archdiocese of Madurai DNL congratul ates him and wishes
himall thebest for hisnew ministry. May helead the diocese with the spirit
of our patron St. John de britto who will guidehimin every step.

=M onthly Recollection

On 21% November 2023 at 10.00 amthere will be coffee and followed by
Recollection talk in the Archbishop’s house; at evening 5.30 pm the cemetery
at St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish will be blessed; and at 6.00 pm the Annual
requiem Massfor all the deceased prelates, priests, religiousand lay faithful
who served in our Archdiocesewill be concel ebrated by His Graceand all
the Clergy of the Archdiocese at St. Mary’s Cathedral. May the souls of all
the departed prelates, priests, religiousand thelaity rest in peace, Amen.

=M ass for the deceased

All the reverend parish priests are asked to celebrate one Mass with the
participation of thefaithful for al the prelatesand priests of theArchdiocese.

=M ass for the Benefactors

TheDicastery for the Evangelization of peoplesinstructsall the priests of
the Mission Countriesto celebrate one Massin the month of November for
the souls of the Benefactors.

=M onth for the Departed souls

On November 2 a priest can celebrate 3 Masses: One for the faithful
departed, another for the priest’s intention and the third for the intention of
the Holy Father. All the Reverend Fathers and the Religious areto exhort
thefaithful ontheimportance of eternal lifeand prayer for the soulsin need
of God’s mercy and forgiveness. Kindly enlighten the faithful to visitand
pray at the cemeteriesthroughout the month of the November. A plenary
indulgenceis obtained by the one who visitsthe cemetery and praysfor the
soulsunder thefollowing requirements: i) Confession; ii) Participationinthe
Holy Massandiii) Prayer for the Holy Father.

[ diocese of Madurai
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= he advent

The advent begins on the 3" December 2023 and the third Sunday of the
advent (17.12.2023) will be “ Gaudate Sunday.” Let us enter in to a
fruitful preparation for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev. Fr. Benedict Bar nabas, the Pastoral Centre Director & Co-ordinator
of Commissions, isappointend asthe Secretary, TNBC Commission for
Eccuminism and Dialogue. Let uscongratulate himandwish himall the
best for hisnew ministry at the Regional level. Rev. Fr. ThomasVenish,
the Secretary for Commission for Christian Life will be the incharge of
Nobili Pastora Centre and Co-ordination of Commissionsfor thetimebeing.

To Rev. Fr. Arulanandam, the parish priest and all the parishioners of
Chrigt the King Church, Sengole Nagar parish for thefruitful celebration of
400" week of novenato Christ the King. His Grace officiated the novena
on 12" October and implored Gods blessing on them.

To Rev. Fr. Maria Louis who had attained his Masters in Applied
Psychology with specialization in Counsalling and Psychotherapy fromthe
Syndicate of theAlagappa University.

@ Condolences @

DNL expressesits deepest condolenceto Msgr L ourdu Anandam,
the bishop elect of Sivagangai theVicar Forane of Madurai South and the
Parish priest of Holy Rosary Church, who lost hismother Mrs. Arulammal
(98) onthe 012 October 2023. Thisfuneral Masswas officiated by himon
the 02" October 2023, 11am at the church of our Lady of Lourdes, K.
Pudur, Madurai. HisGrace officiated themonths mind Mass on 31% October
2023 at 11 am at the Holy Rosary Church, Town Hall Road, Madurai and
consoled M sgr. Lourdu Anandam and the bereaved family.

Vediar Peter William (76) who had served in the Archdiocese for
nearly 38 yearsfrom 1967 to 2005 hasattained hiseternal rest on 17.10.2023.
Archbishop and theArchdiocese of Madurai express hearty condolenceto
the bereaved family.




DNL expressesitsdeepest condolenceto Rev. Fr. Brittowho lost his
beloved mother Mrs. L. Maria Santhi (52) on 29.10.2023. Thefuneral
was officiated by M sgr. Jerome Eronimus, the Vicar General on the same
day at llanthaikulam, W. Pudupatti Parish.

Rev. Fr. John Britto (48) fromthenativeof Srivilliputhur belongingtothe
Congregation of Societas Sacratissmi CordisJesu (SCJ- Betharram Fathers)
has attained his eternal reward on 28.10.2023. He was a member of the
community of Adigundanahaly - Yadavanahaly. Heartfelt condolencestothe
bereaved family, Parishionersof Srivilliputhur and the Congrigation of SCJ.

Syl Saplvwaeord - 2023

GUTT&E&SS60 BT lg6v e0larvLisar Bl LMK G, SetTemenr e(m Glus semu
SmeuTs oyrLiLesefls &l @k Letoresafley mmblaiiid) Lssflummm Geuetar (HILD 6763TM
amULsGaTH @ wemenfled LTSHW USHSSHEUT KD LT GSTEION ST
|(HETTETHSIT. HTLD SeUTHSEGL0 STHmm STad saurdlsgl, o GCuan sLlp
Gomflsow sTaid sHMMIHE, S6rgl euTpauTein, FH6lEE g mealiniermeain
Bug earGarrisaflLgdle Sievgailsr eeaflmw gnol massHaum K
LT SIS eI ST [HETTETHSN.  6(, HEVEOTILETTI, @emMEUTIT&6m & 6miL
@emmEpTeTSGIL 6T T(HSGMTSHS, HLembliserd @ammeufluien L &sHE
CEIL KOG WLGmT 2 WrnmmLIall L S&Hear UTGH&ETerTD Lefls
Sjwerren hiler Laflslle Snpssnsdon, @Es 2023 gy ammgsr Hog)
LemmLomell L Slpliuwenrorer g sLbg 2.10.2023 (Hhusardipsmn) Gurmwi.
CugE HBesTefl LTLLETL et sHeT gl HemeuenLowiley, LogemI 2 WITLOEHMLOTEIL L
GHSS6T, SIMUNEFOL GHSSH6T, I MLECHETHIS6T WwHmID Lsssflwimm mid
ueseflG&eTmigeaflen 2 _erer @emmusaGart(h @lener kg @)6flCs menL ClLmm G.

@& &\mULwesrd @emmiiTFeren SCaT(H ©)6l1Gs memL Glum mmes(memewr
L, FGrTH Y roNsSs mass LU, FeTeTs I 96 & Ehs G,
glmiwenr Emiys Smiusdleow BlenGansl Gem 9|@msT GUDNISSES HLOS!
Gurmwi CusE. Y Hésreall uriysrll 9arsEns G0, Slmahluriige
@enmwmGerT(H LRGLLHM CFiES 2 &ailiu ClETENL&ET6TL LI SS6T &6
uTL &M Guellearm&G0, URIGLunn I HLSHMSIWITST, JHLFcsTSTssT,
GoUGILITS61T, (& (HLOITETTTAUIT S61T LONMILD @I6MMLISSET |6M6DT 611(Th & GSHLDIG 68T 118 (6THLD
AUTNSG§I&6S&EHL. HApluurs il ST YmarTarhesit S@Hssas &l
LemflGFILD Q)M SHEMSILITSEHS G0, LRIEG GennL&SsEHS@ELI0 heoT s EmnL
EUTLDS 5168 (THLD.
[
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BB ar amoas LaisSw

st oy Lsooflimeri & Gear!
Slnflevgeal eurpa usfls@ueallsr gmearsgl Ol&wauT(h&EnsEL
STRIGET QUPRISIIHL &GPLININEGLL, 2 METSSHMHGLD 6TOG LTI HS
5607 M| 61T
R@FAe GawesumrHiaer
> gnsearGa gLer(his Surersdler Hmmeais GlFmseli’ L giGume paibum
wrgm 590 Cesdl Gruilm wopssnall @Gruimres GemerLm
Calh&0amsrariu@&frsear. o@mGosmsr 9 he Gruilm SmssT
UG seafle FCHemI Haa] @MmhEeTe, @Es HEUDLIT LTSSSH6T 67 SHTels)
Q@ auTrsHe gmg GswoubhsSd, wammssaall LK s e er
o NETSLDHSS saTCLT(h IjemLps s GmmL.

>  @hs wonssaal eurrs GererLr L sSlnarar Smauflur@h s
uflglemr GEwuiuL &8 lpl GuUTL e&er MM Curmwifler Sless6sT(h
ShIGEHSE I@ILILLLL(H6T6T &)

> LUl LTSS5E0, EGCsHGUTATN WmNSSM &LYHMS S EhS T 6or
glevgioen @lereflemg GUTL LpwimeT gl wemmal L gjemeiled HLSSLL(bILD.
Spnarer et wemmell L yHursGerr(H sSemgoudlw fery
S5HGEHSG Iflelssiu@Gn. urre GUTlwsEGl womnSsaa
Gphmssmer STt Gl gerGurh gjemps s GmmL.

> @miln wonssoal GYUEMSET LOHMID oY EfUT&ERSSTET 6I(Hms
ms6Ww®h, abaurm unsTs auprslul (s Gameriy |é & ns.
LGS SHMSIITSHET ShiGET LmSle 2 6TeaT, wemmesauail g Slflwmger
LOHMID SYHMSSEHSES aPhsl, ukGsnmu YSHeULBSS I6Teur(
Cal & GamerdHGmer. meor .

AmeTLIEnT. STV LT. 6lauet e, GIFiL/sUT

OSIMT UDCHTHS FCoT CFANT Flbi5Ho

10.10.2023 ojeiiml  WHIemF LOCHTHEG Fepd CFeuTFmisd dleo
S HaleVeUSHHTT QUL LTTHPH60 © 6085 LBV BA6T STenev 11.00
o6vNEE SIPLLILLY UGSH UL OEBTeuITL LUl L &l Senmelenidsdll LITL 6VIL 631
HIBHLD6Y TLIDLIDTEIEI. G(peler GuTmIILTeN] SHHLOEG eLeIST 6uTCauBLenT
QUPRISIOITT. WHHHINANT HHWEG &HCred werld Heod LMMIuD,
OGN HEVLITHIL IS (hH&I 6T6N6NTMI [HLOHID LITHISTLILIGI 616N UMBMIuLD,
D6UIHEY  LITHLILTED eBUBD GGHWU  LIFflensidel uBmlujd ellendasid
26MSST. UBBICHTUL LB, YBBICHTUIEIBHSI B LITHISTSHSHIS
OsmeiTeuSBGHID, UBBICHTmW Hewi(h DAMleusBHTen IBGMISHmen LBSIuLD,
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Fpeuugled HohLLE CuTBeusTed gBLIBLD HETNIDHET UBMBIUD LOMHIHHIO]
HEMMINL_ LI &HHHHIHHMN LblJHFH BT Ty. SH gl Glgend 6] 6haFed e
FUPHHH6V 10HHEHGHEG JMBLGBLD 6H0 LIJFFenendHell LUBBIULID, DHenend
MBWTEHLD (pemmHeT uBmluyd O efleursd  gmplean. CaomedLim
QMHmISlImeIILTENTT  HHWG. eellwmery gream, &flw  Wleirgd sHlulle
HOTEDIDHMENMUID DJF  FHl L misenenujld uUBMl hHHIMIHSTT. HUD
o miifleny SHmwgd Wflwr  Sewealhb@GD Bl dam  allipr  Sel 6
HleDBEUHL_HHH.

17.10.2023 ojeoiml W HiemJ UOCHTHG &epd CoFaursmidd e
QWL BHTE0 FpLY QUTHS GUd Fl LD FhsHHemeval] Gurmwy GsHa
SHBHTeN LUTUFIO DieuTHelT Henevenoulled &memsv 11.00 wenlld@E Fhisb
MIDU  DIVIVHHH0 HOLOUBBEH. RS LHH D FHISHHMEV]T,
SO HMeVaNT, OFWeOT, Hlenewd OCFWIEOTHeT LMWL CUTHISEG AP
o mInfenysei LmIGHBMeT. DML FCHTHM LHGeIT Disujsmerien GCegLIGHgIL 65
Gl LD SYJIbLIoTengl. FhisoFueo] SLIfICWed aumensLfIHeH HEMETEIN]TU|LD
aUTCoummTT. Fnl LHIH60 FhBHH6N OFUIOLTHHET 6I1HTHTEVHDI L MIH6NT,
Slervgl Upliy O&sTeni T LD, FhisHemevalfler opult  Hlmbleneorium (b
GeueiTer eMPTEHOIBTERILTL L LD 6T60T S L O LI L LI &6VHhGHIenTUITLLILIL L &
Gl L Hemmelsy FmidHemevalfled LImbabTen alllpralb, FmissHsler LIy
aflipmeyd GxdH Geullg Oémew LT UiUl Lgl. ‘udBums &erfled
FlBIHTfl WBISEHID  6TLD.6TLD.6T6r0.6T610.6T610. 6001601 LIl &erflID”  6TeoT M3
emWLIOUTHefled Swmfldsiul L oHsCLrur  1orgh  Smreomeni(h S SHLIpmen
FepHIN&6T FhibHHMeVATTe0 GCeualuILLILLL &l dal L &HHeil Hlenmeaisd
SIHL_Lewl @TTe HIMIUD] QULPHIS 6T,

18.10.2023 ojeoiml WHIWJ ULOCHTHG &Fepd CFauTsmidg e
OBTMLHBTE0 AL LTIHDHD 2 605 HIFHemDd Oamemr MLl L gl.
Lssllwimen] SHmG F&Flodeom DienealsnFuid 6uFGeummmy. LgenD el
BTeIW Fhisll GQUITBINILITETTH6T alPIILEwITe)] LITL 6D LITIQeTI&H6i. SHHLOE.
Houloenl  HIHleHHei GBHTHHID LOMMID HID  6T6AMT60 616016017 6TETLIG)
uBnl  ellendsd DeMHHTT. HHWG.allguisol &Ll 2_aue|bEsTel  HJLD,
SHhHIBHH MBI HIJLD, SHIDL OUIT[HL BHEHHSBT6N HILD 6169IMI LI6VINSBLILIHLD
SHIHMH UBBIULD N6eNHHID DeMHHTT. GLIH6T HhIBEHHE SHlenL SHGHLD
GBI CFeve HHTe LisidhHenel Fmsdmie CFJHald FhBHHHE0 (PHedlh
CFUIWeD, SHILOTEN SHHISIOTE ITRIGID PGeoTFener SnmlenTi. Hend
GHPOTOHTE QHHS WbH SLLIW (PHHeDT 2 6T6eMHT  6T6ILIMS
Caraldaml DPWTBID, MbEH SLLTW  (PHHEDT 616360 6TITLINHULD
dhHHIS FamlenT]. HevbH OBTEWIL DneiahBGD HHOG. 6V60SHT
BNl Gam ellior RellCH HewBEUHL HBHBI.

21.10.2023 oetiml omemev 04.00 wemidh@ LoHIMT LVEHTHE &Felpsk
CrFaurgmimpdhFHeil MIOUI DVIINHHSHI60 PUIHLLDE GSBTeTL ML LI L G|.
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QAFev FmIsF OFWIEVT, 2 _FHell CFWIEVTEH6I, MIDUI HHEVIIEVH LI6oTULITETT&6IT
H6VHHIOBTEWIL_6DTT. DISVINEVSH LILIGTLTL 19MBE 6m6eudbBLILIL (H6IT6Nn alTaH6dMmIH6IT,
LOBEBID Hewih@ aMJ6)] OFeve| JHHeiT UHUImal FhibF OCFUIV]T DI[HETTLICUTN.
HLIfIGWIsL SisuTHenTe0 RemmEausmi_sv CFUIH! LieNSHULBHSIIL L I GFuwieor
HHOH HOGH HHBHHIHBNMTH Hevallulledl (WPHHWHHID LUBMIUD, LD
TBB&H HeTe0 gmuBLld  allemenaysel ummluyw, SHeoal Imleumed
® HUTHBLILULL  HHeNH6T DBl (PHHUWSHHINSHMBUID LIS ThHHId
QBTERILT. LIenNWLTeNJHEHHE OIUTf, &HewLed, UTEnIPLILIPID L&lULIcnH6)
QULDMIGLILIL L 60T, LIsslumeny &HHol@. Omgeiu] uiHLLeney breller eufeory
oBmID  Newtentenll UMM 1HHHIS Fplenm]. SCH CuTEIL DS S
QULLTT  SIV6N6VBMBIGETID  HUSHLLNE] 6L LTFLI L6t UIT6TJ &6TmTeD
Fpliurs  O\smewrLTLLILL L G|.

AmeTuent. HLITGWev, GIFiL/svIT

FHLING FHMVS ABILITY oL
HeDVBET IJRICHDM eilipT

“semevallfl SemmOIoT” eTaIB evHBHTH L@ FHhiend
BV OFHTLIL MWD  HNELHM6NT  SHBBISHSHHOUSHID, H6NHeVHEN6I
OITm Cam B w OHFTLAB & Wemerli Gur@®d vwenls &I
CBTETQ(HEDHIBH. @aI0UTH Dpewi(Bd allQuISFWenU @@L 19U|6ier
ehTWIBMISFHIpemioulled FHMIENS LOTewIeN LOTeIANH6T HTD  SHBBIGU(HLD
HMELBHMET DTHRICHMBM Demmeuett HobGHH OCBTHHHI6TEN HMENLDEHTH
beipsl QFNSHHID HTeMTd @AhsdH soedel ImBsmm  aflpr”
HewL CLIBISHBS).

Oby e Seallpr HLbHH SHCLmTUT 29D Cxhg WesF
Fpliiures  poLouBmgl. Cahdlw  meveordflwm allmgk OuBB  (LpenedTeuT
CWIFHFHTET HemevenDBUIBBID, Fnl 60HST LeNd DIHGHTemNwImT CILIewTISH6N
GsvmlensuliLeitamMuienr HenevenowTFfwi oYL FCHTHI. Camlid) 16T el
LDETOSBFIGN  (Lp&iTedNeneL B HHID @auaiiptenel FBlrilsHsernt. SesialipTailed
FHHIMS LoTewwial Lomewialldel & Gumi®, SHllmt, Lyben, euuweder,
UFSBHTLIQUID, euruitium’ B Qeng, Feolbud, &JTeH0s%, CUITET 61T DIH6THS
HM6LHEMETUD 10 SYHEWTS DTHICHBBID CFUIHETT. FHHIMHD DIBTL LA
QFIPlWTsEpD Deuisenlel HiBmwsei, grHemelsdGenmph
UTTeneUWITeNT&6hdbE& DB(WSLILGSHSUIULH FBUL DIeTUTILILSENT 61LpHIS)
OCsanTallSaLILLL 6. GHLWhHenSHHeMer CUBCBTTHT, FHmIeNS LIcwNLITETSH6T,
Bevedl all(HLIDLNB6T oTetT DIGHS 1HH6T SalallpTaled Heobdl OCFTeni(H
FBLILN & FH 6ot

AmeiTuest. . wifw 1WHCH60, GlFiL/svT
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WedDEUL L Jlamallevmer GPlergioe GIpum_ed Gum i - 2023
&My T@h e’

SILBSlOIW URIGSHSHmSHWET, U@ UTLBEpaiearGy!
DIMAUHBHGLD aUeTHHID. HLENIHCHTHID HeOL GLBID LOeNBeUL L
Slenalleomen  SpSlerdgIoed  GupumLed Cumliy Bbhs Sewihld BHLHD
SLLOLLUL BeTengdl. FHBMS HMVSHOHTLIL WD, Een6rmEhi
Lenlldb@ (1D, HMlerddHal aumpall Lenlld@(p, BBOFUIsH Lemils@ap, @&HLbu
bev eumpe| wmmid SC/IST  ufléGpsseT Bmenibdl bl HEID
AUuGurliguied omaIHEH URGHEHD HohdH OsTeni(h FBLisds
SIMPHHCBTID.  Wwemall L Senailled (pHeoufla . 6000/-, SFewiLmid
uflg . 4000/-, cpammid Lflg dp. 2000/~ wBE@ID UBICGEHEHGD SinaTHHId
GHUPSBEHHGID eabHILAFTS  @F.1000/- eupmIBLILGD.  GUITL 19&haHTen
allgl(penmaeT OBWID gCHeMID WITHBBID EHLULTET HlPPHHIGS6T UPUITS
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CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS 2023

Vatican City (FidesNewsAgency) —Asevery year, inview of World
Mission Sunday, which thisyear celebratesits 97" anniversary on Sunday,
October 22, 2023, FidesNewsAgency offers some statisticschosento give
apanoramaof themissionary Church al over theworld.

The tables are taken from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of
Statistics published (updated to December 31, 2021) regarding members of
the Church, church structures, healthcare, welfare and education. Please
note that variations are indicated in brackets, increase (+) or decrease
(-) compared to the previous year (31 December 2020), according to the
comparison made by FidesNewsAgency.

Finally, the picture of ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the
Dicastery for Evangelizationisreported.

World Population

To December 31, 2021 the world population was 7,785,769,000,
with an increase of 118,633,000 units compared to the previous year.
Population growth wasregistered, eventhisyear, on every continent except
for Europe. Increaseswereregistered aboveal inAsia(+71,186,000) and
in Africa (+40,089,000), followed by America (+7,398,000) and Oceania
(+184,000) while adecrease has been registered in Europe (+224,000).

Catholics

Onthesamedate, December 31, 2021, Catholicsin theworld numbered
1,375,852,000 unitswith an overal increase of 16,240,000 units compared
to the previous year. The increase affects all continents, except Europe
(-244,000). Asin the past, increases were registered above all in Africa
(+8,312,000) and in America(+6,629,000), followed by Asia(+1,488,000)
and Oceania(+55,000).

Theworld percentage of Catholicsdecreased dightly (-0,06) compared
to the previous year reaching 17.67% . The continents register dlight
variations.

Persons and Catholics per priest

Thisyear the number of persons per priest in the world increased by
units, average 15,556. There are increases in Africa (+2,017), America
(+131),Asia(+496), Europe (+78) and Oceania(+17).

The number of Catholics per priest inthe world increased by 59 units,
average 3,373. Thereareincreasesin al continentsexcept Asa(-1): Africa
(+12), America(+99), Oceania(+6), Europe (+38).
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Ecclesiastical circumscriptionsand mission stations

Thenumber of ecclesiastical circumscriptionsincreased by only 3 units
compared tothe previousyear, to 3,030. New circumscriptionswere created
only in America(+1) andinAfrica(+2) whilethenumber inall other continents
remainsunvaried.

Mission Stationswith aresident priest number 3,241 (- 43). Increases
wereregisteredinAmerica(+56) and in Europe (+4).The number in Oceania
remainsunvaried whilethereisadecreaseinAsia(-101) and Africa(-2).
Mission stations without a resident priest decreased by atotal of 297 to
130,857 with changes distributed asfollows. decreasesin America (-251)
and Asia(-591), increasesin Africa(+540), Europe (+3), and Oceania(+2).
Bishops

Thetotal number of Bishopsin theworld decreased by 23 units, to 5,340.
The number of diocesan Bishops decreased (-1) and Religious Bishops

(-22). Diocesan Bishops number 4,155, whilethat of Religious Bishopsis
1,185.

Diocesan BishopsincreaseinAmerica(+9) and in Europe (+1), whilea
decrease wasregistered inAmerica(-6) and inAsia(-2) and in Oceania
(-3). Religious Bishops decrease in al continents: Africa (-2), America
(-16),Asia(-2), Europe (-3), except in Oceaniawherethereisanincrease
of oneunit.

Priests

Thetotal number of priestsin theworld decreased to 407,872 (-2,347).
The continent which registered amajor decrease was again Europe (-3,632)
aswell asAmerica(-963). Increaseswereregistered in Africa(+1,518), in
Asia(+719) andin Oceania(+11).

Diocesan priestsin theworld decreased by 911 units, reaching atotal of
279,610, with adecreasein Europe (-2,237), inAmerica(-230). Increases
wereregistered in al the other continents. in Oceania(+21), inAsia(+561)
andinAfrica(+974).

The number of religious priests decreased by 1.436 units, to a total
128,262. Increaseswereregistered only inAsia(+158) andin Africa(+544),
decreasesin America(-733), in Europe (-1,395) and Oceania (-10).

Per manent Deacons

Permanent deaconsin theworld continuetoincrease, thisyear reaching
541 units, t049,176. The highest increase wasregistered in dl the continents:
Africa(+59), America(+147), Asia(+58), Europe (+268) and in Oceania
(+9).
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Permanent diocesan deaconsintheworld are 48,575, with an overall
increase of 316 units. Thereisanincreasein all continents except for Asia
(-13): Africa(+31), America(+139), Europe (+150), Oceania(+9).

Religious permanent deacons number 601, with aincrease of 225 units
compared tothepreviousyear. Thereareincreasesin Europe (+118), Africa
(+28), Asa(+71), America(+8), thenumber remainsunvariedin Oceania.

Men and women religious

Thenumber of non-religious priests decreased by 795 units, t049,774.
Decreases were registered in America (-311), in Europe (-599) and in
Oceania(-115). Increasesin Africa (+205), andinAsia(+25).

Even thisyear thereis an overall decrease in the number of women
religious by 10,588 units, to atotal 608,958. Increases were registered,
once again, inAfrica(+2,275) and inAsia(+366), decrease in Europe (-
7,804), America (-5,185) and Oceania (—240).

Secular Institutes

Members of male ingtitutes number 593 (+10). A decrease only in
America(-3), inAsia(-2), andin Europe(-6), theonly increasein Africa
(+21) whileunvariedin Oceania.

Membersof femaleinstitutes also decreased thisyear, by 278 units, toa
total of 19,688 members. Increase in Africa (+59), and in Oceania
(+25) while decreases were registered inAmerica(-53) inAsia(-3) and
in Europe (-306).

L ay missionaries and Catechists

The number of lay missionariesintheworldis410,449, with an overall
decrease of 3.112 units, broken down asfollows: Europe (+113), America
(-3,905),Asia(+668), Oceania(-19), and Africa(+31).

Catechists in the world decreased by 5,397 units, to atotal 2,877,652.
Decreaseswereregistered in America(-9,469), in Europe (-2,394) and in
Oceania (-793). Increases are registered in Africa (+4,574) and in Asia
(+2,685).

Major seminarians

The number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious decreased
thisyear, they areglobally 1,960 units, reaching atotal 109,895. Increases
wereregistered only inAfrica(+187), decreasesin America(-744), Asa(-
514), Europe (-888) and Oceania(-1).

Major diocesan seminariansnumber 66,553 (-1.434), and Religiousmaor
seminarians number 43,342 (-526). M ajor diocesan seminariansincreased
inAfrica(+36) and Oceania(+3), whiledecreaseswereregistered in Europe
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(-689), inAmerica(-588), and Asia(-196).

Religious major seminariansdecreased by 526 unitsto atotal of 43,342
increasing only inAfrica(+151), whiledecreasing in Europe(-199), America
(-156), Asia(-318) and Oceania(-4).

Minor seminarians

The total number of minor seminarians, diocesan and religious this
year increase by 316 unitsto 95,714. Decreaseswereregistered inAmerica
(-372), Asia (-1.216), Europe (-144) and in Oceania (-5) while amajor
increase wasregistered in Africa (+2.053).

Minor diocesan seminarians number 72,801 (-442) and religious
seminarians number 22,913 (+141). The number of diocesan minor
seminariansdecreased in all continentsexcept for Africa(+1,585), America
(-512), Asia(-1,417), Europe (-87) and Oceania (-11).

Religious minor seminarians decreased only in Europe (-57) while
increaseswereregistered in Africa(+468), America(+140), Asia(+201)
and Oceania(+6).

Catholic schoolsand education

Inthefield of education, the Catholic Church runs 74,368 kindergartens
with 7,565,095 pupils; 100,939 primary schoolswith 34,699,835 pupils; 49,868
secondary schoolswith 19,485,023 pupils. The Church also cares 2,483,406
high school pupilsand 3,925,325 university students.

Catholic charity and healthcarecentres

Charity and hedlthcare centresrun in the world by the Church include:
5,405 hospitals, 14,205 dispensaries, mainly in Africa(5,061) andin America
(3,523); 567 Care Homesfor peoplewith Leprosy, mainly in Asia (290)
and Africa (215); 15,276 Homes for the elderly or thechronicalyill or
peoplewith adisability, mainly in Europe(8,149); 9,703 orphanages, mainly
iInAsia(3,230); 10,567 creches, 10,604 marriage counselling centres, mainly
in Europe (5,390) and America(2,609); 3.287 social rehabilitation centres
mainly inAmerica(1,421) and 35,529 other kinds of institutes, mainly in
America(13,697) and Europe (16,841).

Ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the Dicastery for
Evangelization, Section for First Evangelization and New Particular
Churches.

The Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions dependent on the Dicastery for
Evangelization are 1,121. Most of the ecclesiastical circumscriptions
entrusted to the Dicastery arein Africa(523) andinAsia(481), followed by
America(71) and Oceania(46).

TZZ» Novembe ﬁ



KANI (SeminariansFund)

Opening Balance as on 25.09.2023

14,11,706.72

Shantha Provincialate, Nagamalai Pudukottai 50,000.00
Fr. Vicar Forane & Parish Priest, Holy Rosary Church 30,000.00
The Sisters of the Cross of Chavanad, Anna Nagar 25,000.00
Pilgrim Mother Center, Matha Nagar, Thirumalpuram 15,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Samayanallur 10,000.00
Fr. Prish Priest, St. John De Britto Shrine, Oriyur 10,000.00
The Secretary, St. Xaviers, College, Palayamkottai 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Niraivazhvu Nagar 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Palakarai, Tiruchirapalli 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Lourdes Shrine, K. Pudur 10,000.00
Immaculate Heart of Mary Provincialate, Trichy 10,000.00
Fr. Parish Priest, Sengole Nagar 5,000.00
Mrs. Savariammal, Bibikulam 1,500.00
Mrs. Kanaga Vayola, Bibikulam 1,000.00

16,09,206.72

Add : Bank Interest -11,760.00 11,760.00

16,20,966.72

Less: Payment for Christ Hall Seminary -1,50,579.00 1,50,579.00

Closing Balance as on 25.10.2023 14,70,387.72

Cash in Hand - Nil
Cash atBank - 14,70,387.72

Total 14,70,387.72
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Collection as on 25.10.2023 39,27,855.58
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f SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 )
S _ Holy | Holy see | Hunger [ Good | Vocation
No. Parish Name Childhood| 1g9/03/23 | Disease | Friday | Sunday
12/02/23 06/04/23 {07/04/23 | 30/04/23
1 | A.Nathampatti
2 | Alankulam 500 500 3500 3000 300
3 | Ammapatty 500 500 5000 [ 5000 500
4 | Anjal Nagar 2000 2000 | 78420 | 41110 1500
5 | Anna Nagar 4000 4000
6 | Aruppukottai 800 800 | 11600 4400 800
7 | Ayravathanallur 10000 1500 | 50000 | 15000 1000
8 | Bastin Nagar 16000] 10000 | 115000 [ 55000 5000
9 | Batlagundu 21030 6040 | 52710 | 21400 6040
10 | Bibikulam 5200 2100 | 50250 | 11150 2500
11 | Bodinayakanur 500 500 6000 3000 500
12 | Chinnamanur
13 | Cumbum 2000 20000 5000
14 | Devadanam 1500 1000 7860
15 | Ellis Nagar 9200 8200 | 71700 | 22600 9100
16 | Gnanaolivupuram 21586 12170 | 140000 | 52000 12000
17 | Hanumanthanpatty 2050 2100 | 44400 5400 2450
18 | Holy Rosary Church 6,000 3000 | 30000 | 10000| 2000
19 | lyyampalayam 600 600 9000 | 5000 600
20 | K. Pudur 13750 7560 | 106480 | 100680 3460
21 | Kadachanendal 2600 2100 | 41000 | 22000
22 | Kadamalaikundu 6000 4000 500
23 | Kalladipatti 600 600 750 800 550
24 | Kariapatty 1000 1000 4000 2000| 1000
25 | Karumathur 1720 750 3400 6100 600
26 | Kavirayapuram 2300 1800 | 17130 | 15220 2200
27 | Kottur 11320 2400 | 25000 4500 2030
28 | Lourdupuram 600 500 2200 1300 300
29 | Megamalai 200 200 300 300
30 | Mangalamkombu 500 500 5000 3500 500
31 | M. Meenatchiapuram 1000 500 | 14500 3500 500
32 | Mathankovilpatti
33 | Marianus Nagar 1000 1000 15000 5000 1000
34 | Meenampatti 1500 1500 | 10000 5000

35 | Melur 3700[ 1150 | 56665 | 18881 1200
_24» Novembe (L



OO NOOLULLE A~ WN -

W W W W W WNNDNMNNNMNMNMNNMNMNNMNNMNMNNMNMNRPRPRRPRRRRRR
u p WNPFPOOOONOUUPPWNPEFPRPOOONOUPA WNPEO

~  SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 )
st. Peter’s|Commu-| Prision | Bible |Mission |African|Peter the Gomurio
Pence |75 7 [Ministry Sunday | Sunday |MissionfApostle 03/12/23 naia
02107/23 || 06/08/23 | 24/09/23 | 22110123 |05/11/23] 26/11/23 10/12/23
500 500 500 1000
1500 1000| 1500 5100
7000 | 7000 6000 7000
5420 | 5060| 6000 6140
8100 | 9100| 8300 9200
12000 | 11000 11000
3000 | 50001 5000
600 600 600 600
450 3601 1750
200 300 500
1320 1220 1470 1750
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@ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 \
Hol Hunger | Good |Vocation
NSO. Parish Name Childhood ng;;; Diseete Friday |Sunday
12/02/23 06/04/23 | 07/04/23 |30/04/23
36 | Melakovilpatti 2500 600 6000 2500 700
37| Michaelpalayam 1000 1000 7500 4000 1000
38 | Munjikkal 500 | 80100 | 14800| 2040
39 [ Murugathuranpatti 1300 | 41267 5489 673
40 | Nagamalai 2000 | 98000 | 22000| 2000
41 | Nakkaneri 500 14880 3296
42 | Nilakottai 300 | 20150 1000 500
43 | Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR) 2000 10000 5000| 1000
44| Othaiyal 1000 7000 2000
45 | Packiapuram 2000 | 50000| 10000| 2000
46 | Packianathapuram 1980 | 40090 49501 1930
47 | Palanganatham 9500 |165000| 40000| 10100
48 | Pandian Nagar 1400 12176 5824| 1400
49 | Periyakulam 4200 12000 9000| 4000
50 | Perumalmalai 500 14000 3000 500
51| R.R. Nagar 800 8500 2500 800
52 | Railway Colony 1000 12000 8000| 1500
53 | Rajapalayam 2000 81450 | 147701 2000
54 | Rayappanpatti 2400 | 34000| 38000| 2800
55| Rayapuram 4050 2060
56 | Samayanallur 2500 61000 | 15000
57 | Sattur 500 6500 7300| 1000
58 | Shenbaganur 1500 18324 | 22802| 2000
59 | Sengole Nagar
60 | Sempatti Mission 700 1600
61 | Silukkuvarpatty 2242 16224 | 15620| 2400
62 | Sivakasi 6300 | 51079 | 37617| 8666
63 | Srivilliputhur
64 | St. Mary’s Cathedral 4000 | 41000| 37000| 4000
65 | Sundaranatchiapuram 1000 9000 8000| 1000
66| T. Sindalacherry 1500 21800 | 13200( 3000
67 | T. Vadipatti Shrine 1000 9000 | 20800| 1000
68 | Theni 3000 3000| 10000| 3000
69 | Thirumangalam 3000 15000 | 11420| 7684
70| Thirunagar 4800 | 30400| 24600| 4950




36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

- SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 A
St. Peters|CommU-{ Prision | Bible | Mission | African|Peter the Opus | Mo
'Gay " [Ministry| Sunday | Sunday [Mission/Apostle 03/12/23 India
30/0‘)//23 06/08/23 | 24/09/23 | 22/10/23 |05/11/23|26/11/23 10/12/23
500 [ 500] 500
2040 [ 6000] 5000] 5000
300 [ 500] 300
1000 [ 1000[ 2000
2000 [ 1500 1500 2500
12500 [ 12600] 11600] 10500
2400 [ 2500{ 2400
4000 | 4000| 4000
1000 | 1000 1000| 2000
7600
2500 [ 2500
2000 [ 2000| 2000
1000 1000
755 | 788[ 1950
8600 [ 7400| 7600| 10066
1000 | 1000] 1000] 1000
2500 [ 3000| 2500| 3600
1500
5867 | 4035| 9572 8419
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@ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 \
Hol Hunger | Good |Vocation
No|  PaishName Childhood oy pisesce | Fridey | Sunday
12/02/23 06/04/23 |1 07/04/23 130/04/23
71 | Thiruthangal 5000 5000 | 30000| 12000 3000
72 | Thummuchinampatty 2100 500 3200 1500 500
73 | Ugarthe Nagar 2000 17550] 17550 2000
74 | Usilampatti 10302 45301 8848 2100
75 | Uthamapalayam 1500 5000 5000 1500
76 | Virudhunagar 12203 128857] 64917 | 11804
77 | Vadapatti Mission
78 | W. Pudupatti 1000 4000 3500 1000
79 | Y. Othakadai 3760 12827] 16509 2560
St. Pius X Seminary,Mdu 3066
Total 348854 | 165844 |2245996|1012673 | 156237
Procurator’s Desk

Dear Rev. Fathers,
We are happy to introduce our QR Codefor theremittance
of Diocesan Collectionsasbe ow:

QR Code No. 0004:
For Diocesan Maintenance Fund
(2%) Schools

QR Code No. 0005:
For Diocesan Collection

after remittance pleaseinformto the Diocesan office at thewhatsapp
Number: 9629458158 for issueof receipt.

S

November

J
1




71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

a SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2023 - 25.10.2023 )
st. Peter’s|Commu-| Prision | Bible |Mission [ African|Peter the Opus Gomurio
Pence ”'Bat'on Ministry| Sunday | Sunday |MissionfApostie | 2 1y India
02107/23 || 06/08/23 | 24100/23| 22110123 |05/11/23] 26/11/23 10112/23

500
1000] 1000
1500 | 1500[ 3000
2238 1749 2013
100340 [100562{105955 | 79075

Bank
Branch

Bank
Branch

Bank
Branch

A/C Number
IFSC Code

A/C Number
[FSC Code

A/C Number
[FSC Code

after remittance please inform to the Diocesan office at the whatsapp

\Wumber: 9629458158 for issue of receipt Y
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Dear Rev. Fathers,
Those who don’t want to remit through QR Code, may kindly send the
collections to the diocese as per the bank details given below.

Bank Details:

Name of the Bank

Name of the Bank

Diocesean Maintenance Fund (2%)
Name of the Bank

Diocesean Collection

Masses

The R.C. Diocese of Madurai
Indian Bank

K. Pudur, Madurai
408447399

IDIBOOOPO053

The R.C. Diocese of Madurai
Indian Bank

K. Pudur, Madurai
408469050

IDIBOOOPO053

The R.C. Diocese of Madurai
Indian Overseas Bank

K. Pudur, Madurai
089801000018781
[OBA0000898




Lerter of Tthe XVI ORrdinary General Assembly of The
Synod of Bishops 1o The People of God

Dear sisters, dear brothers,

Asthe proceedingsof thefirst session of the 16th Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishopsdraw to aclose, wewant to thank God
withall of you for the beautiful and enriching experiencewe havelived. We
lived this blessed timein profound communion with all of you. We were
supported by your prayers, bearing with you your expectations, your
guestions, aswell asyour fears.As Pope Francisrequested two years ago,
along process of listening and discernment was initiated, open to al the
People of God, no one being excluded, to “journey together” under the
guidanceof theHoly Spirit, missionary disciplesengaged in thefollowing of
Jesus Christ.

The session in which we have been gathered in Rome since 30
September isan important phase of thisprocess. In many waysit has been
an unprecedented experience. For the first time, at Pope Francis’ invitation,
men and women have been invited, in virtue of their baptism, to sit at the
same tableto take part, not only inthe discussions, but also in thevoting
process of this Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. Together, in the
complementarity of our vocations, our charismsand our ministries, wehave
listened intensely to the Word of God and the experience of others. Using
the conversation in the Spirit method, we have humbly shared the wealth
and poverty of our communitiesfrom every continent, seeking to discern
what the Holy Spirit wantsto say to the Church today. We have thus aso
experienced the importance of fostering mutual exchanges between the
L atin tradition and thetraditions of Eastern Christianity. The participation of
fraternal delegatesfrom other Churchesand Ecclesial Communitiesdeeply
enriched our discussions.

Our assembly took place in the context of aworld in crisis, whose
wounds and scandal ousinequalitiesresonated painfully in our hearts, infusing
our work with aparticular gravity, especially since some of uscomefrom
countrieswherewar rages. We prayed for the victims of deadly violence,
without forgetting all those who have been forced by misery and corruption
to take the dangerous road of migration. We assured our solidarity and
commitment alongside the women and men all over the world who are
working to buildjustice and peace.
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At theinvitation of the Holy Father, we made significant room for
silenceto foster mutual listening and adesirefor communion inthe Spirit
among us. During the opening ecumenical vigil, we experienced how the
thirst for unity increasesin the silent contemplation of the crucified Christ.
Infact, the crossisthe only cathedraof the Onewho, having given himself
for the salvation of theworld, entrusted Hisdisciplesto His Father, so that
“they may all be one” (John 17:21). Firmly united in the hope brought by His
Resurrection, we entrusted to Him our common home where the cries of
) : o | o . lLaudate Deum!”
(“Praise God!”), as Pope Francis reminded us at the beginning of our work.

Day by day, we felt the pressing call to pastoral and missionary
conversion. For the Church’s vocation is to proclaim the Gospel not by
focusing onitself, but by placing itsdlf at the service of theinfinitelovewith
which God loved theworld (cf. John 3:16). When homel ess people near St.
Peter’s Square were asked about their expectations regarding the Church
on the occasion of this synod, they replied: “Love!”. This love must always
remainthe ardent heart of the Church, aTrinitarian and Eucharisticlove, as
the Poperecalled on October 15, midway through our assembly, invoking
the message of Saint Thérese of the Child Jesus. It is “trust” that gives us
the audacity andinner freedom that we experienced, not hesitating to freely
and humbly express our convergences, differences, desiresand questions.

And now?We hope that the months|eading to the second sessionin
October 2024 will allow everyoneto concretely participateinthedynamism
of missionary communion indicated by the word “synod”. This is not about
ideol ogy, but about an experience rooted in the apostolic tradition. Asthe
Pope reminded us at the beginning of this process, “communion and mission
can risk remaining somewhat abstract, unlesswe cultivatean ecclesial praxis
that expresses the concreteness of synodality (...) encouraging real
involvement onthe part of eechand al’”” (October 9, 2021). There are multiple
challenges and numerous questions. the synthesisreport of thefirst session
will specify the points of agreement we have reached, highlight the open
guestions, and indicate how our work will proceed.

To progressinitsdiscernment, the Church absolutely needstolistento
everyone, starting with the poorest. Thisrequiresapath of conversononits
part, whichisalso apath of praise: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heavenand
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding
and revealed themto little children” (Luke 10:21)! It means listening to those
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who have been denied theright to speak in society or who feel excluded,
even by the Church; listening to peoplewho arevictimsof racisminall its
forms — in particular in some regions to indigenous peoples whose cultures
have been scorned. Aboveall, the Church of our time hasthe duty to listen,
inaspirit of conversion, to thosewho have been victims of abuse committed
by members of the ecclesial body, and to commit herself concretely and
structurally to ensuring that this does not happen again.

The Church aso needsto listen to thelaity, women and men, all called
to holinessby virtueof their baptismal vocation: to thetestimony of catechists,
whoinmany stuationsarethefirs proclamersof the Gospd; tothesmplicity
and vivacity of children, the enthusiasm of youth, to their questions, and
their pleas; to the dreams, the wisdom and the memory of elderly people.
The Church needstolistento families, to their educational concerns, to the
Christian witness they offer in today’s world. She needs to welcome the
voiceof thosewhowant to beinvolvedinlay ministriesand to participatein
discernment and decision-making structures.

To progressfurther in synodal discernment, the Church particularly
needs to gather even more the words and experience of the ordained
ministers. priests, theprimary collaborators of the bishops, whose sacramentd
ministry isindispensablefor thelifeof thewhole body; deacons, who, through
their ministry, signify the care of the entire Church for the most vulnerable.
She also needs to let herself be questioned by the prophetic voice of
consecrated life, the watchful sentinel of the Spirit’s call. She also needs to
be attentiveto all those who do not share her faith but are seeking thetruth,
and inwhom the Spirit, who “offers everyone the possibility of being associated
. Gaudium et Spes 22, 5), is also present and
operative.

“The world in which we live, and which we are called to love and
serve, even with its contradictions, demands that the Church strengthen
cooperation in all areas of her mission. It is precisely this path
of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millenniun?
(Pope Francis, October 17, 2015).We do not need to be afraid to respond to
thiscall. Mary, Mother of the Church, thefirst onthejourney, accompanies
our pilgrimage. Injoy and in sorrow, she showsusher Son and invitesusto
trust. And He, Jesus, isour only hope!

- Vatican City, October 25, 2023
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The Vatican grants approval for the beatification of
35 Randhamal martyrs in India

A messagefromApostolic NuncioArchbishop Leopoldo Girdlli toArch-
bishop John Barwa of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar said, " The Vatican Dicastery
for the Causes of Saints has granted “no objection” to initiating the process
of beatification for the Servant of God Kanteeswar Digal and companions,
“martyrs of Kandhamal.”

The Conference of Catholic Bishopsof India, which metin Bengaluru
between January 24 and 30, 2023, approved Archbishop Barwa's proposal
and recommended it to the Holy See. Kanteshwar Digal and hiscompan-
ions have been granted the Nihil Obstat after careful consideration and
prayerful discernment. This means the cause of their beatification isnot
opposed.

The Vatican Dicastery for the Cause of Saints granted Kanteshwar
Diga and hiscompanionsthe Nihil Obstat, which affirmsthat thereare no
doctrinal or moral obstaclesto examiningtheir lives, virtues, and sanctity.

Peopl e connected to the Kandhamal martyrs have been delighted with
thenewsfor 15 years. Father Ajay Kumar Singh, asocial activist who has
been fighting for justice for the Kandhamal survivors, told, “Itisindeed a
great tribute to thesimplevillagerswho followed Jesuson Calvary."

The Kandhamal martyrs “could have succumbed to the temptations of
denying faith and Jesus, as most of the attackers gave them the options of
death or conversionto Hinduism. It istestimony to their faith and belief that
prioritiesover comfort, family, and theworld," Father Singh said.

In aletter to the Vatican, RgendraDigal, the son of the Servant of God,
thanked the church for approving the process of the sainthood of hisfather
and others. Digal said, “It is a proud moment for me that my father died for
faith in Christ. He isthe true witness to the whole world of firm faithin
God.”

In 2008, violence erupted against Christiansin Kandhamal, Odisha.
The number of peoplekilled exceeds 100, and at |east 64,000 people have
been displaced. Thereweremorethan 300 churchesdestroyed, 6,000 Chris-
tian houses destroyed, and 56,000 people werehomelessinthearea.
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7 a. .a a. ! on 0 ,/4' a.
Annivensany Day
Fr. SebastineChinnaduras on 10.11.2013
Fr. Arul Rayan on  18.11.2007
Fr. MuthuM.S. on  18.11.2007
Fr. Sahayarg) K. on  18.11.2007

P———— e —

R.I.P.

TR 3.45pmat Constant Lievenshospital, Mandar, Ranchi.
~—— &'k~ Dueto aging-related illnesses, hewas bedridden in
S ¥ the same hospital for last few months. Funeral was
conducted on Wednesday 11" October 2023 at 1.00
pm at LayolaGrounds, Ranchi, and thereafter mortal
ka&:%fiﬂ remains were interred in St Mary’s Cathedral, Ranchi.

\ J

Adoration Sunday

November o December
05  Periakulam 03  Karigpatti
12 Nilakotta M 10  EllisNagar
19  Samayandlur $ 17  Ralway Colony
26  Aruppukotta f_i' 24 Sattur

31 Rgapdayam

Archbishop Casmir Gnanadickams, - 10.11.1993
Soosal Michael Raj D. - % 26.11.2007
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