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My dear Fathers, sisters and brothers,
The gospel passage from Lk 13:1-9 calls us

to reform our lives. It is a clear proof for us that
wars, calamities, strifes and exiles happened in
the life of Israel because of their infidelity to God;
in other words they did not repent for their sins.
We should learn a lesson from this. Hence Our
Lord says “unless you repent you will all perish”
(Lk 13/3). What is intended here is not merely
an external change but a change within which means the conversion
of heart – an inner conversion, an interior renewal. This is very essential
for us in our life. Many a time, we tend to think that we do not need
any change but the others are in need of it. Sometimes we are satisfied
saying to ourselves that we have no problems with others and what is
the need for us to change. Conversion is necessary for us to live our
life meaningfully. Conversion is a God-given opportunity to live our life
in a different way from what we are now. In conversion God himself is
our programme and orientation and he becomes the fulcrum of our
life and we live as God wants us to live. In conversion we live really
according to the will of God and it is an everyday affair.

Through conversion we are able to receive the mercy of God and a
new chance is given us. We need repentance because we are sinners.
By our sins we are disoriented, and we need repentance to reorient
ourselves to God. Not only to listen to us but to be attentive to the
call of God we have to repent. Since the people of Israel revolted
against God they all perished; in order that we may not be led to that
end and such misfortunes may not happen we need by all means the
repentance. As humans we have failed many a time and it is the
need of the hour to repair our life and reform it for good. Let us listen
to the word of God, convert ourselves and sanctify our life through
good deeds and bear much fruit. Such a converted life will bring God’s
blessings upon us abundantly.

May God bless you all!

Your loving Archbishop

+ Most Rev.Dr.Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai

Pope’s General Prayer Intention
Prayer intention for evangelisation : The Laity’s Mission in the
Church. We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially
women, may participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.
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06       Tue M Virtual Meeting

07       Wed M Chapel Blessing (SAB), Sholavandan

09 Fri E Inauguration of SilverJubilee Celebration and
Blessing of Flag Pole and Flag Hoisting,
Usilampatti

11       Sun   M  Blessing of the Church, Anna Nagar

12-13 TNBC Annual Meeting, St. Paul’s Seminary,
Tiruchirappalli

16       Fri M  Blessing of School, Samayanallur

E Blessing of the Church, Mannadimangalm
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Please Note

1. Birthday of His Grace:The Presbyterium, the Religious and the
Laity of the Archdiocese of Madurai wish His Grace a very
happy Birthday on 1st of this month. Ad multos Annos. As it is
also the Feast Day of St. Theresa of Lissieux, the Patron Saint of
Bishop’s House, a Festal greetings to all the Fathers of Bishop’s
House community!

2. Annual Pilgrimage 2020: As informed by His Grace, the Annual
Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St. John De Britto, Oriyur is, this
year, cancelled due to the pandemic situation. However Fathers
are requested to have special prayers and Mass at their parishes.

3. Mission Sunday: As announced by the Archbishop the Parish
Priests and the Heads of Institutions can choose any Sunday of
this month, October to celebrate the Mission Sunday at their
Parishes and Institutions. Every year the Archdiocese sends a

good collection to the Holy See for the causes of Propagation of
the Faith. Therefore this year also the Fathers are reminded to
procure a good collection for the Propagation of the Faith. Kindly
announce well in advance one or two weeks before so that a good
collection can be procured for the Missions in the world.

4. Monthly Recollection:  Monthly Recollection of October will
be held Vicariate level. Since most of us, the Presbyterium did
not come together for a Meeting, it is praiseworthy to arrange for
this Meeting. Kindly observe very strict pandemic preventive
measures in the Meeting.

5. Annual RequiemMass for the Deceased Prelates and Priests
to be celebrated in November and Monthly Recollection
will be announced later by His Grace via proper channel.

6. Month of Rosary: October is the month of Rosary. Kindly
inculcate among your parishioners and people given to your care
the value of praying Rosary daily, especially during this month.

7. Private Revelation: A religious was instructed by our Blessed
Mother Mary to pray the following prayer at every church, family
and institutions so that the world can, at present, be saved from
the yet worse Pandemic and imminent war in the world. “khjhtpd;
Gfo;r;rp ghly; topahf> je;ij> kfd;> J}a Mtpahupd; mjpkpf
kfpikf;fhf> mfpy cyf jpUmitiaAk; > kiw
khtl ; lq ; fisAk ; >  gq ;FfisAk ; >  ,iw
ek;gpf;ifahsu;fisAk;> kDf;Fyk; KOtijAk; je;ij>
kfd;> J}a MtpahUf;F xg;Gf; nfhLj;J> Kj;jpiuapl;L>
Njt md;idapd; khrw;w ,Ujaj;jpd; topahf> ,NaRtpd;
kfh gupRj;j ,Ujaj;Jf;F epj;jpaj;Jf;Fk; xg;Gf ;

nfhLf;fpNwd;.”

8. Directory 2021: The Directory 2021is ready to be published after
a strenuous two years work of collection, compilation, correction
and approval of the Archbishop. This Directory contains all the
useful information about the current life of the Archdiocese of
MADURAI. It contains:
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i) all the basic information about the Vatican Administration

ii) CBCI administration

iii) TNBC Administration

iv) In detail the Archdiocesan Administration

v) Information and data about all the 79 Parishes

vi) Detailed information about all the 30 Men Religious Congregations

vii) Detailed information about all the 52 Women Religious
Congregationsvi) viii) Data about all our Schools, Institutions of
Charity, medical-social-women empowerment oriented institutions
etc.

ix) Data about our Seminaries and other formation institutes.

Hence, it is compulsory that each religious community in the
Archdiocese orders a copy of the Directory in order to grasp the
Pastoral Life of the Archdiocese of Madurai and for their own
reference. DNL earnestly requests each Provincial of the
Congregation existing in the Archdiocese to order copies for their
communities. Kindly place your Order at this email:
mjdiraviam@gmail.com - Fr. John Diraviam,

        Chancellor.

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS – 2020

A. Office – Bearers
01. Vicar General - Msgr. J. Jerome Eronimus
02. V.F. Madurai North - Fr. B. Arulanandam (Sengole Nagar)
03. V.F. Madurai South - Fr. L. Anandam (Rosary Church)
04. V.F. Theni - Fr. M.S. Muthu
05. V.F. Batlagundu - Fr. T. Edward Francis

B. Parish Priests
01. Bastin Nagar - Fr. J. Jeyaraj
02. Kaladipatty - Fr. P. Gandhi Savarimuthu

03. Sivakasi - Fr. M. John Martin
04. Sundaranatchiyarpuram - Fr. V. Joseph
05. Railway Colony - Fr. P. Devadass
06. Perumal Malai - Fr. A. John Britto Packia Raj
07. Kottur - Fr. L. Jegani Vasagar
08. Nilakottai - Fr. A. Arul
09. Samayanallur - Fr. S. Paul Britto (Legal Cell, PRO,

       Catholic Sevai)
10. R.R. Nagar - Fr. A. Alex Gnana Raj
11. Palanganatham - Fr. Z. Joseph Selvaraj
12. Madhankovilpatty - Fr. A. Amal Raj
13. Periyakulam - Fr. V. Pappuraj
14. W. Pudupatty - Fr. A. Irudaya Raj
15. Chinnamanur - Fr. M. Appoline Claret Raj
16. Sindalacherry - Fr. R. Maria Prabhu

C. Centres
01. NPC- Director and Co-ordinator of  Commissions for Ecumenism

and Dialogue - Fr. J. Benedict Barnabas

02. Sathangai Academy - Director- Fr. M. Maria Michael
03. Sathangai Academy - Asst. Director- Fr. A. Anbu Selvam

D. Institutions
01.Rector ( Pius X Seminary) - Fr. I. Antony Rajan
02.Correspondent,

Britto Hr. Sec. School - Fr. Xavier. A
03.Vice- Principal,

Britto Mat. School - Fr. B. Paul Raj
04.  MMSSS - Fr. G. Gabriel

E. In- Charge
01. Property - in- charge and  Little Flower Arts and Science College

- Fr. S. Lawrence
02. Solai Alagupuram - Fr. A. Maria Louis



F. Pastoral Commissions
01. Youth - Fr. Panneer Raja
02. Family - Fr. S. James Paul Raj

G. Higher Studies
01. M.S.W. (Loyola, Chennai) - Fr. A. Rajan
02.M.Th., (St. Paul’s Seminary,

Trichy) - Fr. A. Christian Anand
03. NVSC  (Pune) - Fr. J. Peter

H. Ministry Abroad
01.Fr. Y. Jeyaseelan

I. Two years of break
01.Fr. P. Siluvai Michael

J. Sabbatical leave
01. Fr. A. Xavier Raj

K. Assistant Parish Priests
01.Madurai North - Fr. Thangaraj
02.Madurai South - Fr. Manu Praveen CSC
03.Virudhunagar - Fr. Santhiyagappan
04.Theni - Fr. Sebastian SHS
05.Srivilliputhur - Fr. Stalin
06.Batlagundu - Fr. Michael Raj MSFS
07.Munjikkal - Fr. Benny Lawrence SDM
08.Munjikkal - Fr. Arul Justin MSFS
09.Shenbaganur - Fr. Antony Raj SDM
10.Samayanallur - Fr. Cruz Divakaran
11. Periyakulam - Fr. John Paul SHS
12.Anna Nagar - Fr. Thooyanathan MS
13.Gnanaolivupuram - Fr. Devasahayam MMI
14.Sindalacherry - Fr. Antony Samy MMI
15.W. Pudupatty - Fr. Eugene SHS

16.W. Pudupatty - Fr. David SDM
17.R.R. Nagar - MMI

N.B. : The Parish Priests are asked to take charge of the New
assignments either on or
before 20 Oct. 2020, and the Assistant Parish Priests either on or
before 15 Oct. 2020.

+ Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
Archbishop of Madurai.

Very dear fathers, with  deep  sense  of  gratitude,  we the volunteers
of  prison  ministry  in  Madurai  unit  acknowledge  your dedication  and
commitment  to  continue  God’s  work  in  12  prisons  of  our  Diocese.
Your  financial  support  encourages us  to  reach out  the  incarcerated
in  the  cell  and  their  families. Your  help  is  commendable  to  help
convicts’  children  to study in  schools  and  colleges. Though  we
encounter  some  Department  officials  with  Fascist  ideology ,suspicion
and  shun  our  efforts,   yet we  focus  on  our Lord’s  clarion  call “ I
was  in  prison  and  you  visited  me”   -Math: 25:36. Prison  department
delays  the  renewal  of  our  ID. This  Pandemic  has  inflicted  untold
miseries  to  both  convicts  and  their  families. Lockdown  kept  the
convicts  unemployed  inside  and  their  wives  too  suffered  the  brunt
outside  not  sparing  their  children.

Relief  works:  We  could  reach out  15  families  in  Madurai
providing  rice  and  dhal. From June  - July  children  were  followed  to
pursue  their  studies  by  accompanying  them  to  get  admission  in
schools  and  colleges.  Empathatic  counseling  was  given  to  face  life
and  move  forward. On 09-09-2020 we,  37  convicts’/released  persons’
children  were  gathered  in  Nobili  Matric  Hr.Sec. School, Archbishop’s
house. We  appreciate  the  generosity   of  our  Archbishop  who
sanctioned  Rs.104000/  from  prison  ministry  collection  to  be  given
to  convicts’  children  to  pay  their  school  and  college  fees. Thanks
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jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp]; mtHfspd;
kiwj;J}Jg; gzp jpdr; nra;jp

‘,Njh ehdpUf;fpNwd;> mbNaid mDg;Gk; ’ (vrh 6:8)

md;ghHe;j rNfhju rNfhjupfNs!
jpUmit> mfpy cyfk; KOtJk; fle;j Mz;L mf;NlhgH

khjj;ij> rpwg;Gkpf;f ew;nra;jp mwptpg;G khjkhff; nfhz;lhba
nray;j pl;lj ;j pw;fhf ,iwtDf;F vd;Dila ed;w pia
ntspg;gLj;j tpiofpNwd;. ‘jpUKOf;Fg;ngw;wtH mDg;gg;gl;ltH:
,t;Tyf kiwj;J}Jg; gzpapy; fpwp];Jtpd; jpUmit’  vd;Dk;
fUg;nghUs; Fwpj;Jf;fhl;bag; ghijapy; gy;NtWr; r%fq;fspy;
kiwj;J}Jg;gzpf;fhd kdkhw;wj;ij mJ J}z;bapUf;fpwJ
vd;gij ehd; cWjpahf ek;GfpNwd;.

,t;thz;by;> nfhNuhNdh (Nfhtpl;19) Neha;j;njhw;why;
cUthf;fg;gl;l rthy;fs; kw;Wk; Jd;gq;fs; Vw;gLj;jpa jOk;Gfs;
epiwe;j ,t;thz;by;. xl;Lnkhj;j jpUmitapd; kiwj;J}Jg;
gazkhdJ ,iwthf;fpdH vrhah mtHfSila miog;Gg; gw;wpa
gFjpapy; fhzg;gLk; ‘,Njh ehdpUf;fpNwd; > mbNaid
mDg;Gk;’(6:8) vd;w thHj;ijfspd; xspapy; njhlHfpwJ. ‘ahiu
ehd ; mDg;GNtd ;? ’   vd;w Mz;ltUila Nfs;tpf ;F
vd;nwd;iwf;Fkhd Gjpa gjpy;nkhopahf ,J ,Uf;fpwJ. jw;NghJ
cs;s cyf neUf;fba py; ,iwtDila ,uf;fk pf ;f
,jaj;jpypUe;J tUk;

,e;j miog;ghdJ jpUmitiaAk; xl;Lnkhj;j cyifAk;
rthYf;Fs;shf;FfpwJ. ew;nra;jpapy; ,lk;ngw;w me;jr; rPlHfisg;
Nghy ehKk; vjpHghuhj> Rod;wbf;Fk; #whtspf;F eLNt rpf;Fz;L
nra;tjwpahJ jtpf;fpNwhk;.  ehKk; mNj glfpy; ,Ug;gijg;Nghy
czHfpNwhk;. ehk; midtUk; gytPdkhdtHfshf> jpf;F

nju pahjtHfshf ,Uf ;f pNwhk ; . Mdhy ; mNj rkak ; >
Kf;fpakhdJk; NjitahdJk; ,Jjhd;. ehk; midtUk;
,ize;J glifr; nrYj;j  jz;L typf;f Ntz;Lk;. ehk;
xt;nthUtUk; xUtHkw;wtiuj; Njw;w Ntz;Lk;. ehk; midtUNk
me;jg; glfpy; ,Uf;fpNwhk;. xNu Fuypy; ‘rhfg;NghfpNwhNk’  (khw;
4:38) vd;W ftiyNahL nrhd;d me;jr; rPlHfisg;Nghy ek;ikg;
gw;wp kl;LNk rpe;jpf;f ,ayhJ. Mdhy;. ehk; midtUk;
xd;wpize;Jjhd; ,jid Nkw;nfhs;s KbAk; vd;gij ehKk;
czHe;jpUf;fpNwhk;. (Gdpj NgJU rJf;fj;jpy; eilngw;w jpahdk;.
2 7  k h Hr ; >  2 02 0 ) .  e hk ;  midtUNk cz;ika py ;
mr;RWj;jg;gl;bUf ;f pNwhk; @ j pf;Fj; njupahkypUf;fpNwhk; .
gae;JNgha; ,Uf;fpNwhk;. Jd;gKk; kuzKk; ek;Kila kdpj
tYtpd;ikiia xUNru mDgtpf;fr; nra;Js;sd. Mdhy; mNj
rkak; > tho;Tf;fhd ek;Kila Mo;e ;j tpUg;gj;ijAk;
jPikapypUe;J tpLjiyiaAk; mit ekf;F epidT+l;Lfpd;wd.
,e;jg; gpd;dzpapy;> kiwj;J}Jg; gzpf;fhd miog;ghdJ>  flTs;
kPJk; gpwHkPJkhd md;gpdhy; ehk; ek;kpypUe;J ntspNawp> gfpHe;J
nfhs;sTk; njhz;lhw;wTk; gupe;Jiur; nrgk; Nkw;nfhs;sTk;
ey ;tha ;g ;ig ,ay;g hfNt toq ;Ff pwJ. ,iwtd; ek ;
xt ;nthUtu plk ; xg ;gilj ;Js;s ,e ;j kiwgzpahdJ
gaj;jpypUe;Jk; tpLjiy je;J> kpfTk; rupahf gpwUf;F ehk;
ek;ikNa jUk;NghJ ek;ik ehNk fz;lilfpNwhk; vd;w
GJg;gpf;fg;gl;l czHjiy cs;sha;Tr; nra;fpwJ.

,NaRtpd; kiwgzp KOikahf epiwNtwpa rpYit
jpahfj;jpy;> (fhz;f. Nahth 19:28- 30).  flTs; ek; xt;nthUtH
kPJk; nfhz;Ls;s jk;Kila md;ig ntspg;gLj;JfpwhH (fhz;f.
Nahth 19:26-27). ehk; mDg;gg;gLtjw;F  jdpg;gl;ltpjj;jpy;
tpUk;gpl Ntz;Lk; vd;W  mtH tpdTfpwhH. Vnddpy;. flTs;
md;ghf ,Uf;fpwhH. me;j md;G vg;NghJk; kiwj;J}Jg;
gzpkpf;fjhfNt (On mission)  ,Uf;fpwJ.  tho;itj; jUtjw;fhf
vg;NghJk; ek;ik mZFfpwJ. ek;kPJ nfhz;l mtHjk; md;gpdhy;>
je;ijahk ; ,iwtd; mtHjk; xNu kfid mDg;g pdhH
(fhz;f.Nahth 3:16). je;ijahk; ,iwtdpd; kiwgzpahsuhf>
,NaR ,Uf;fpwhH. mtHjk; tho;Tk; gzpAk; je;ijapd;
t pUg ; g j ; j pw ;F mtUila KOikahd f Po ; g ; g bjiy
ntspg;gLj;JfpwJ (fhz;f. Nahth 4 :34> 6:38> 8 :12-30> vgp 10: 5-
10). ekf;fhfg; rpYitapy; ghLgl;L> kupj;J> capHj;j ,NaR> ek;ik
mtHjk; md;g pd; gzpf;Fs; ftHe;j pOj;J> jpUmitf;F

1211

to  Rev.Fr. Jeyaraj,VG  and  Fr. Peter  Roy  who  presided  the
gathering.Children  shared  their  pain  and  expectations. It  was  soul
searching  moment  for  us  volunteers.

Thank  you  dear  Fathers  for  your  sacrifice, generosity, social
concern  and  charity  in  helping  us  to  help  convicts’  families.
                                                       SR.FATIMA  ANTONY  SJL
                                    Diocesan  Coordinator  for  prison  ministry.
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capHj;J}z;Ljyspf;fpw mtHjk; MtpAld;>    ek;ik  mtHjk;
rPluhf;FfpwhH.  ,t;Tyfpw;Fk;  mjd;  kf;fs;  midtUf;Fk;
kiwj;J}Jg;gzpahw;w ek;ik mDg;GfpwhH.

‘kiwj ;J }Jg ; gz p ’>  (The Mission)  ‘,aq ;Fk ;
jyj;jpUmit’(Church on the move)  vd;gJ xU epfo;r;rp epuy; (a
Programme)   my;y> ntWk; kdg;gyj;Jld; Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;ba
xU tpidj;j pl ;gKk; (enterprise)  my;y. j pUmitia
mtspkplUe;J ntspNa NghFk;gb fpwp];JNt gzpf;fpwhH.
ew;nra;jp mwptpg;Gg; gzpapy;> J}a Mtp cq;fisj; J}z;LtjhYk;
cq;fisj; jhq;FtjhYk; ePq;fs; ,aq;FfpwPHfs;. (Senza di Lui
non possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nel mondo. Una
conversazione con Gianni Valente, Libreria Editrice Vaticana: San
Paolo, 2019, 16-17).   ek;ik ,iwtNd Kjypy; md;Gr; nra;fpwhH.
me;j md;GlNd ek;kplk; tUfpwhH. ek;ik miof;fpwhH.
ek;Kila jdpg;gl;l miog;G vd;gJ ehk; jpUmitapy; ,iwtdpd;
kfd;fshf> kfs;fshf ,Uf;fpNwhk; vd;w cz;ikapypUe;Jjhd;
tUfpwJ. ,NaR ek;kplk; fhl;ba me;j md;gpdpy; mtuJ
FLk ;gkhf> rNfhju rNfhju pfshf ehk ; ,Uf;fpNwhk ; .
midtUf;Fk; cs;s kdpj khz;ghdJ> ,iwtdpd; gps;isfshf
,Uf ;f Ntz ;Lk ;  vd ; w nja ;t P f miog ; g pd ;  k PJ
mbj;jskplg;gl;Ls;sJ.  ,iwtdpd; ,jaj;jpy; vg;NghJk; mtHfs;
,Ug;gJNghy  jpUKOf;F vd;Dk; mUsilahsj;j pYk;
,iwek;gpf;if jUk; Rje;jpuj;jpYk; ,iwtdpd; gps;isfshf
KbAk;.

,ytrkhf ngw;Wf ;nfhz;l nfhiliag; Nghd;w
tho;f;ifjhNk> ,e;j jw;nfhilf;F (gift of self) cs;shHe;j
miog;ghfpwJ. jpUKOf;Fg; ngw;Nwhupy; tpijf;fg;gl;l tpijahdJ>
jpUkzj;jpy; tpLf;fg;gLk; gjpy; nkhopahf> ,iwahl;rpf;fhd
fd;dpikapy; kyHe;jpLk;.  kdpj tho;T vd;gJ ,iwad;gpypUe;J
gpwe;J> md;g py; tsHe;J> md;igNa ehLfpwJ.  ,e;j
,iwad;gpypUe;J vtUk; tpyf;fpitf;fg;gLtjpy;iy. NkYk;>
rpYitapy; mtHjk; kfdhd ,NaRtpd; Gdpj gypapy;> ,iwtd;
ghtj;ijAk; rhitAk; ntd;whH. (fhz;f. cNuh 8:31-39)
,iwtDf;F> jPik- Vd; ghtk;$l- Ngud;Gld; gjpyspf;f Ntz;ba
rthyhf khWfpwJ. (fhz;f. kj;. 5:38-48> Y}f;.22:33-44). gh];fh
kiwnghUspy;> ,iw ,uf;fkhdJ fhag;gl;l ,e;j khDlj;ijf;
Fzg;gLj;JfpwJ. mz;l ruhruk; KOtJk; mJ nghopag;gLfpwJ.
,t;Tyfpw;fhd flTsd;gpd; KOikahd (universal)   mUs;
milahskhd jpUmit> ,NaRtpd; kiwgzpia tuyhw;wpy;

njhlHfpwJ.  ek;ik vq;Fk; mDg;GfpwJ. ,jdhy;> ew;nra;jpiag;
giwrhw;Wjy; kw;Wk; ,iwek;gpf;iff;fhd ek; rhl;rp Mfpatw;wpd;
topahf> ,iwtd; mtHjk; md;ig ntspg;gLj;Jtijj; njhluyhk;.
,t;thW> vy;yh ,lq;fspYk; vy;yh Neuq;fspYk; ,jaq;fis>
kdq;fis> cly;fis> r%fq;fis. gz;ghLfisj; njhl;L
khw;wj;jpw;Fs;shf;FfpwhH. kiwj;J}Jg;gzp vd;gJ jd;Dupik
mbg;gilapy;  ,iwtdpd; miog;gpw;F tpopg;GzHTld; jUk;
gjpy;nkhopahfTk;  ,Uf;fpwJ.  ,Ue;jNghjpYk;>mtHjk;
jpUmitapy;  gpurd;dkhapUf;Fk; ,NaRTld; jdpg;gl;l
md;Gwitf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;NghJ kl;LNk   ,e;j miog;igj;
njspe;J NjHe;Jnfhs;s KbAk;.  ek;ik ehNk Nfl;Lf;nfhs;Nthk;.
ek;Kila tho;tpy; J}a Mtpapd; cldpUg;ig tuNtw;fTk; ,e;j
kiwj;J}Jg;gzpf;fhd miog;gpw;F nrtprha;f;fTk; ehk; jahuhf
,Uf;fpNwhkh? ,uf;fkpf;f je;ijahk; ,iwtdpy; ehk; nfhz;l
ek;gpf;iff;F rhd;W gfHtjw;Fk;> ,NaR fpwp];Jtpy;  kPl;gpd;
ew;nra;jpiag; giwrhw;wtjw;Fk;> jpUmitiaf; fl;bnaOg;Gtjhy;
J}a Mtpapd; nja;tPf tho;it gfpHtjw;Fk; jpUkzkhd
jk;gjpauhfNth> JwtpaHfshfNth my;yJ FUj;Jtg; gzpf;F
miof;fg;gl;ltHfshfNth ehk; mDg;gg;gl tpUg;gkhf
,Uf;fpNwhkh? ,NaRtpd; jha;  kupahitg; Nghy ,iwtdpd;
j pUTsj ;j p w ;F KOikahfj ;  nj hz ;lhw ; w jahu hf
,Uf;fpNwhkh? ‘,Njh ehdpUf;fpNwd;> mbNaid mDg;Gk;’      (vrh
6:8) vd;Wehk; ,iwtdplk; nrhy;tjw;F> ,e;j cs;shHe;j
jhuhskdg;ghd;ik (openness)   kpfTk; ,d;wpaikahjJ. ,J
ntWkNd fUj;Jepiyapy; cs;sjd;W. khwhf> jpUmitapd;
tho;T kw;Wk; tuyhw;W mj;jpahaq;fspy; cs;sJ.

,e;jg; ngUe;njhw;Wf; fhyj;jpy; flTs; ek;kplk; vd;d
nrhy;f pwhH vd;gijg; Gu pe;Jnfhs ;tJ$l jpUmitapd;
kiwj;J}Jg;gzpf;F rthiyf; Fwpj;Jf; fhl;LfpwJ.  Neha;> Jd;gk;.
gak; kw;Wk; jdpik Mfpad ek;ikr; rthYf;Fs;shf;FfpwJ.
jdpikapy; kuzpg;Nghupd; gupjhgepiy> iftplg;gl;ltHfs;>
jq;fSila NtiyiaAk; tUkhdj;ijAk; ,oe;jtHfs;>
tPlw;wtHfs;. NghJkhd czT ,y;yhjtHfs; vd midtUk;
ek;ik rthYf;Fs;shf;Ffpd;wdH.  jdpkdpj

,ilntspia filgpbf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W fl;lhag;gLj;jp>
tPLfspy; Klq;Fjy; vd;gJ r%f cwTKiwfisAk; mNj
rkak; ,iwtDldhd r%f FOk cwitAk; (communal
relationship)  ekf;Fj; Njit vd;gij kPz;Lk; fz;Lzu
miof ; f p wJ . tsHe ;JtUk ;  mtek ; g p f ;if kw ;Wk ;
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fz;Lnfhs;shkdepiy  (indifference)     Mfpatw;iwAk; fle;J>
kw;wtHfSld; ehk; njhlHGf;nfhs;Sk;Kiwapy; ,d;Dk;
ftdkhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;gij ,e;jr; #o;epiy ekf;F
czHj;JfpwJ. midj;Jg; gilg;igAk; guhkupg;gjw;fhd ek;Kila
nghWg;GzHit mjpfupj;Js;sNjhL kl;Lkpd;wp khz;gpw;fhfTk;
Rje;jpuj;jpw;fhfTk; Vq;Fk; ek;Kila rNfhju rNfhjupfspd;
Njitf;F ehk; ,d;Dk; jpwe;j kdk; nfhz;ltshf ,Uf;f> flTs;
ek;Kila kdj;ijj; njhl;L ,af;Ffpw nrgkhdJ ek;ikj; jahH
nra;fpwJ. jpUg;gypiaf; nfhz;lhLtjw;F jpUmitahf xd;W$l
,ayhik> xt;nthU Qhapw;Wf;fpoikapYk; jpUg;gypiaf;
nfhz;lhl Kbahj gy;NtW fpwp];jtr; r%fq;fSila
mDgtj;ijg; gfpHe;Jnfhs;s ek;ik ,l;Lr; nry;fpwJ.  ,it
midj;jpYk;. ‘ahiu ehd; mDg;GNtd;?’  vd;W kPz;Lk; xUKiw
Nfl;fg;gLk; ,iwtDila Nfs;tpf;F> ‘,Njh ehdpUf;fpNwd;>
mbNaid mDg;Gk;’ (vrh 6:8) vd;W cWjpahfTk; juhskhfTk;
ehk; jUk; gjpy;nkhop fhj;jpUf;fpwJ. mtHjk; md;igAk;>  ghtk;
kw;Wk; rhT Mfpatw;wpypUe;JmtHjk; <Nlw;wj;ijAk;> jPikapypUe;J
mtHjk; tpLjiyiaAk;> cyf ehLfspy; rhd;W gfHtjw;F> ahiu
mDg;g KbAk; vd;W mtH njhlHe;J ghHj;Jf;nfhz;NlapUf;fpwhH.
(fhz;f. kj; 9:35-38>  Y}f; 10:1-12) vg;gb ,iwNtz;lYk;>
rpe;jidAk; fhzpf;if %ykhf jhq;fs; mspf;Fk; nghUSjtpAk;
,NaRtpd ; j pUmitapy; mtHjk ; kiwj;J}Jg ;gzpapy ;
nrayhf;fj;Jld; gq;Nfw;gjw;fhd gy;NtW tha;g;Gfis
cWjpg;gLj;Jtjw;fhd jUzkhf mfpy cyf kiwgug;G jpdf;
nfhz;lhl;lk; cs;sJ. mf;NlhgH khjj;jpd; %d;whk; QhapW
jpUtopghl;Lf; nfhz;lhl;lj;jpd;NghJ vLf;fg;gLk; fhzpf;if
Nrfupg;gpd;NghJ ntspg;gLj;jg;gLk; md;ghdJ> vd; ngaupy;
jpUj;je;ijapd; kiwj;J}Jf; fofq;fshy; (Pontifical Mission
Societies) Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLk; kiwj;J}Jg; gzpiaj; Mjupg;gijf;
Fwpf;Nfhshf nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. ,t;Tyfk; KOtJk; cs;s kf;fs;
kw;Wk; jpUmitfspd; Md;kpf kw;Wk; nghUshjhuj; Njitfis
vjpHnfhs;sTk; midtupd; kPl;Gf;fhfTk; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gLfpwJ.

ew;nra;jp mwptpg;gpd; tpz;kPdhfTk; JaUWNthUf;F
MWjy; mspg;gtUkhfTk; tpsq;Fk; kpfTk; NgWngw;w fd;dp
kupah> ekf;fhfj; njhlHe;J gupe;J Ngrp> ek;ikg; Ngzpf; fhg;ghuhf.
jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp];

31 Nk> 2020> J}a MtpahH ngUtpoh>
Gdpj yhj;jud; grpypf;fh> cNuhik.

(jkpohf;fk; - Fle;ij Qhdp> ek; tho;T MrpupaH)

KANI (Seminarians Fund)

Opening Balance as on 26.08.2020 46,69,287.22
Narchaithi Paniyalargal, Madurai      6,000.00
Bro. Amalraj      1,000.00
Amali Theresa, Bibikulam  900.00
P. Gnanapackiam, Arasaradi, Madurai  500.00
Savariammal, Bibikulam  300.00

46,77,987.22
Less:
Payment for St. Pius X Seminary - 84,000.00
Payment for St. Paul’s Seminary - 50,000.00
Bank SMS Charges      0.15

              1,34,000.15     134000.15

Closing Balance as on 25.09.2020 45,43,987.07

Cash in Hand -  Nil
Cash at Bank -  45,43,987.07

    45,43,987.07

Opening Balance as on 26.08.2020 28,93,971.58
Saint Alphonsus Congregation, U.S.A.
                 (Through Fr. Britto Raja Suresh)                 10,33,884.00

Collection as on 25.09.2020 39,27,855.58
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A. Nathampatti
Alankulam
Ammapatty
Anjal Nagar
Anna Nagar
Aruppukottai
Ayravathanallur
Bastin Nagar
Batlagundu
Bibikulam
Bodinayakanur
Chinnamanur
Cumbum
Devadanam
Ellis Nagar
Gnanaolivupuram
Hanumanthanpatty
Holy Rosary Church
Iyyampalayam
K. Pudur
Kadachanendal
Kadamalaikundu
Kalladipatti
Kariapatty
Karumathur
Kavirayapuram
Kottur
Lourdupuram
Megamalai
Mangalamkombu
M. Meenatchiapuram
Mathankovilpatti
Marianus Nagar
Meenmpatti
Melur

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2020 TO 25.09.2020

S.
No. Parish Name

Hunger
Disease
09/04/20

Vocation
Sunday

03/05/20

Holy
Childhood
09/02/20

Holy See
22/03/20

Good
Friday

10/04/20

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

2350

20300

13000
3500
7825

500
500

1310

17103

400

2000

1200
1500
3560

420

2470
1500

3200
1500

1000

1200

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -01.02.2020 TO 25.09.2020

S.
No. Parish Name

Melakovilpatti
Michaelpalayam
Munjikkal
Murugathuranpatti
Nagamalai
Nakkaneri
Nilakottai
Niraivazhvu Nagar (VNR)

Othaiyal
Packiapuram
Packianathapuram
Palanganatham
Pandian Nagar
Periyakulam
Perumalmalai
R.R. Nagar
Railway Colony
Rajapalayam
Rayappanpatti
Rayapuram
Samayanallur
Sattur
Shenbaganur
Sengole Nagar
Sempatti Mission
Silukkuvarpatty
Sivakasi
Srivilliputhur
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sundaranatchiapuram
T. Sindalacherry
T. Vadipatti Shrine
Theni
Thirumangalam
Thirunagar

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

Hunger
Disease
09/04/20

Vocation
Sunday
03/05/20

Holy
Childhood
09/02/20

Holy See
22/03/20

Good
Friday

10/04/20

1800
1000

3371
8000
1000

1200
16328

7000
1600
1300

5000
2200
1600
8000

5000

2000

12500
8000

4800

2050

1000

1000

1500

3500

3000

12500

9300
70000
13000

2600

5000

50150

2000

4000

1000

1800
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36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

1500 1800 1800

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS -01.02.2020 TO 25.09.2020

Vocation
Sunday
03/05/20

S.
No. Parish Name

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

Thiruthangal
Thummuchinampatty
Ugarthe Nagar
Usilampatti
Uthamapalayam
Virudhunagar
Vadapatti Mission
W. Pudupatti
Y. Othakadai

Total

Hunger
Disease
09/04/20

Holy
Childhood
10/02/20

Holy See
22/03/20

Good
Friday

10/04/20

10050
800

2000
4460

9500

1000

205697 23500

48300

199550 6000 2800

 
From the Priests working in  our Parishes and Instituions

               Opening Balance as on 26.08.2020                             5,17,000.00
Fr. Y. Arockiam, Bibikulam   8,000.00
Fr. A. Joseph, Rayappanpatti   5,000.00
Fr. Vedamanickam, Nagamalai   5,000.00

                Collection as on 25.09.2020         5,35,000.00

Contribution for Corona Virus Relief

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2020 TO 25.09.2020
St. Peter’s

Pence
05/07/20

Opus
02/12/20

Communi-
cation Day
12/07/20

Prision
Ministry
16/08/20

Bible
Sunday
27/09/20

Mission
Sunday
18/10/20

African
Mission
01/11/20

Peter the
Apostle
22/11/20
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 From the Procurator’s Desk

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Long time awaited and by CBCI approved English Lectionary,

newly published by Asian Trading Corporation (ATC) is available at
the Diocesan Procurator’s Office.  Each set comprising 3 volumes,
costs Rs. 7500/- only.  25 sets  are available.  First come first served.

- Fr. S. Peter Roy,  Procurator

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 01.02.2020 TO 25.09.2020
St. Peter’s

Pence
05/07/20

1500

Opus
02/12/20

Communi-
cation Day
12/07/20

Prision
Ministry
16/08/20

Bible
Sunday

27/09/20

Mission
Sunday
18/10/20

African
Mission
01/11/20

Peter the
Apostle
22/11/20

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

1800 1800

Adoration Sunday
October  November

04 Alangulam 01 Periakulam
11 Kavirayapuram 08 Nilakottai
18 Gnanaolivupuram 15 Samayanallur
25 T. Vadipatti 22 Aruppukottai

29

Necrology
Fr. Alphonse N.P. 03.10.2006
Fr. D. Gnanapiragasam 06.10.2017
Fr. Santiago G. 09.10.1969
Fr. Benedict Michael 10.10.1977
Fr. Maria Susai S.S. 15.10.1979
Fr. Michael T.A. 21.10.1981
Fr. Packiar G. 22.10.1992
Fr. Irudayam V.M. 23.10.2002
Fr. Antonysamy S.M. 24.10.1970
Fr. Amalorpavam D. 28.10.1982
Fr. S. Rosario 30.10.2017

 Archdiocese of Madurai
Survey on Administering the Sacraments during

Covid - 19 Lockdown from 23.03.2020 to 31.07.2020

No. of Natural
Death

No. of Corona
Death

Vicariate

Madurai North  9 2
Srivilliputhur 36 0
Virudhunagar 39 2
Theni 63 2
Kodaikanal 32 4
Batlagundu 37 0
Madurai South 99 5
               Total                      315                          15
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Historical Notes – Madura Mission
XXXVII. The First Indigenous Bishop

 Most Rev. Justin Diraviam

As we are going through the pastoral contribution and dedicated
ministry of the indigenous clergy of the Archdiocese, the first one to be
recorded is the shepherding ministry of the First Indian Bishop of Madurai.
It is Archbishop Justin Diraviam.  Archbishop Justin Diraviam was seen
as a gigantic and magnanimous man when he adorned the Cathedra of
Madurai in 1967. He was the one who was ‘admired’ as a bishop by his
flock in sixties. There was such a grace in him and partly because he
was the first Indian bishop succeeding the European bishop in Madurai.
Many parents of the Archdiocese named their children, who were born
in and after 1967, after him. The author of this series also among one.

He was strict and kind as well. When the shepherding of the
diocese came from an European successor to this local diocesan
shepherd, a lot of changes were effected in accordance with the local
mores and custom of life.

Educationist: At a time that Diocesan (secular) priests were
not considered literate,  it is he who broke this prejudice. He is the one
who wanted his priests to be educated in various fields. Therefore he
built first De la Sale College,  which became Arul Anandar College,
after having been given to the Jesuits by Archbishop Justin Diraviam,
and the Seminary in order to educate the poor young Catholic men with
a standard education. He started sending seminarians to Colleges to
have secular degrees. And with the help of religious sisters he built R.
C. schools in most of the villages.

Visionary Builder of churches and presbyteries: He knew
that the archdiocese would give birth to so many other dioceses and
with that accommodative vision in mind he made most of the parishes
self-sufficient with its own church and Rectory. He has built, with the
abled assistance of his procurator Fr. Jesudasan, around 90 buildings of
churches, chapels, presbyteries and lucrative buildings during his reign.

Man of principle: As a Canonist (Doctorate Holder in both
Canon Law and Civil Law), he was very strict with regard to the
implementation of canonical and liturgical laws. He was strict at that
time that priests should be in their clerical attire in ministry. To refectory
all have to come with cassock and sash. He was not strict in simple
things but on principles.

Collaboration with the religious: During the period of
Archbishop Leonard there were only three or four religious congregations
in the diocese. Namely, Madurai Blue Sisters (CIC), the Servites (OSM),
Brothers of Sacred Heart (SHJ), St. Anne’s (SAT), St. Joseph of Lyon
(SJL),etc. But Archbishop Diraviam during his tenure as the Archbishop
welcomed and invited as many as religious into the archdiocese. He
invited all the possible Congregations. In doing so he did not alienate any
property to them from the Archdiocese. All the loans given to the
congregations were received back and were converted as lucrative
buildings by his abled Procurator, Fr. Jesudasan.

Able Administrator: He was a good administrator. He enjoyed
the principle of Subsidiarity, namely ‘whatever can be done in lower
level should be done in lower level.’ He had abled and lion hearted
men like his trusted Vicar General and Procurator namely Msgr. T. A.
Soosai and Fr. Jesudasan in the administration the whole Archdiocese.
When decision to be made with regard to some priests and matters, he
would consult other priests but would say finally, ‘Father, leave it to me
the administrative matter and I will decide.” And he did for the greater
glory of God. He was listening to the consultors but he was lion hearted
in his convinced decision.

Justin Endowment:His concern for the poor students’
education was materialized through an endowment of 10 lakhs as a Fund
for the poor students in the Archdiocese, which is now called ‘Archbishop
Justin’s Poor Students Fund’. Regularly students are being helped for
their education. There are two education funds operating now in the
Archdiocese, AMA, to established by Archbishop Arockiasamy for poor
SC& ST students and Justin Funds for BC & MBC students.
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Supporter of priests: When lay people complain about a priest, even
when they come vociferously and at times in groups, he did listen to
them but he would never let down his priestsin front of anyone. He
would send the people saying, “Fine! I have listened to you and you
may go!” He would offer his blessings to them and would send them
away. He cannot be intimidated by any force, either of clergy or of the
people.

Mutual Collaboration between the Archdiocese and the
Religious: Here the Author would like to place it in record that there
had been, right from the inception of the Archdiocese, a good relationship
of mutual respect and collaboration in ministry between the Archdiocese
and the Religious. The present author of this series, who had been also
the Episcopal Vicar for the Religious for quite a long period, has
witnessed and contributed to the above mentioned ecclesial virtue.
The present Archbishop, Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy, who is the
Gift of God to the Archdiocese, both to the Diocesans and the Religious,
always considers both the Diocesan clergy and the Religious as the
two bright eyes of the Archdiocese. Not only the present Archbishop
but also the previous Prelates starting from the Saintly Archbishop
Most Rev. John Peter Leonard, a Pearl which the Society has offered
to the Archdiocese, had been stitching joyously the fabric of collaboration
between the Diocesans and the Religious.

This series affirms and values such collaboration between the
both. One would understand the deep respect and a sentiment of
gratitude that the Archdiocese owes to the pioneering Jesuits, if one
goes through the past 34 Issues of “Historical Notes -Madura
Mission”. Not only the former Jesuits, the founding Fathers of the
present Archdiocese, the Archdiocese gratefully remembers but also
it owes its gratitude to the present Jesuits as well who are ready to
offer their solidarity at any given situation for the pastoral well-being
of the Universal Church and the local Church in particular, the
Archdiocese of Madurai. For example in 2013 as per the request of
the Archbishop the then Jesuits’ Provincial (Fr. Sebasti Raj) gifted to

the Archdiocese a piece of land (50+3 cents) for the erection of a new
parochial church, i.e., Infant Jesus Church, Ugarthey Nagar.

Correcio: Having recorded the above mentioned salient feature
existing in the Archdiocese, DNL corrects the factual error occurred in
the previous series. It is not Propaganda Fide that negotiated the Gift
Deed of the Cathedral Church, Our Lady of Dolours, between the Society
and the Archdiocese but it is the Sacred Congregation for Religious
and SecularInstitutes (Prot. No. 5699/68, dated 7.2.1969) which was
signed by the Heads of both the Juridical Persons, Rev. Gordon SJ and
Most Rev. P.J. Diraviam.

In the covering letter of the Gift Deed, Rev. Gordon SJ, the then
Provincial Superior, also mentions: “1. Should diocesan priests be
appointed parish priest and/or assistant in St. Mary’s parish, they would
be welcome to live in our residence and to enjoy all the facilities at
present enjoyed by the Jesuit parish priest and his assistant.  2. Should
the archdiocese ever wish to construct a presbytery for the parish priest,
permission to alienate the required land will be applied for from the
Sacred Congregation, since no land is mentioned in the rescript cited. 3.
The religious of the Jesuit residenceand the pupils of St. Mary’s School
will continue the access to the church they have hitherto enjoyed.”

(PS: Most part of the data of the past two series are collected
from the work, “Fr. Jesudasan’s Diary: Men and Matters concerning
the Archdiocese of Madurai”.  In 2013 when he was alive, and alert
and crisp in his memory and speach, he invited the Chancellor,  the
present author of this series, to record the history of the Archdiocese in
more than 12 Sessions.  Excluding this the author also refers important
curial documents of the Archives and the Diaries of Archbishop Leonardï
who has left behind treasures of minute and detailed history of his day
today Shepherding ministry is the Archdiocese of Madurai.)

  (to be continued)

               – Fr. Jodir.


